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PBEPACB. 

Etkkt chronicle of mBnaers baa a certain Talue. 
When castotns are connected with principles, in their 
ori^D, development, or end, sach records have a 
double importance ; and it is because we think we 
see such a connection between the facts and inci- 
dents of the Littlepage Manuscripts, and certain 
important theories of our own time, that we give the ' 
former to the world. 

It is perhaps a fault of your professed historian, to 
refer too much to philosophical agencies, and too lit- 
tle to those that are humbler. The foundations of 
great events, are often remotely laid in very capri- 
cious and uncalculated passions, motives, or im- 
pulaes. Chance has usually as much to do with the 
fortunes of states, as with those of individuals; or, 
if there be calculations connected with them at all, 
they are the calculations of a power superior to any 
that exists in man. 

We had been led to lay these Manuscripts before 
the world, partly by considerations of the above na- 
ture, and partly on account of the manner in which 
the two works we have named, " Sataoatoe" and the 
"Chainbearer," relate directly to the great New 
York question of the day, akti-bentibk ; which ques- 
tion will be found to be pretty fully kid bare, in the 
third and last book of the series. These three wwka, 
1* (9) 
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which contain all the LittlepRge Manuscripts, do not 
form sequels to each other, in the sense of personal 
histories, or as narratives; while they do in that of 
principles. The reader wilt see that the early career, 
the attachment, the marriage, &c. of Mr. Cornelius 
Littlepage are completely related in the present book) 
for instance ; while those of his boD) Mr. Mordaont 
Littlepage, will be just as fully given in the " Chain- 
bearer," its successor. It is hoped that the connec- 
tion, which certainly does exist between these three 
works, will have more tendency to increase the valua 
of each, than to produce the ordinary eilect of what 
. are properly called sequels, which are known to 
lessen the interest a narrative might otherwise have 
with the reader. Each of these three books has its 
own hero, its own heroine, and its own picture of 
manners, complete ; though the latter may be, and 
is, more or less thrown into relief by its pendants. 

We conceive no apology is necessary for treating 
the subject of anti-rentism with the utmost frank- 
ness. Agreeably to our views of the matter, the ex- 
istence of true liberty among us, the perpetuity of 
the institutions, and the safety of public morals, are 
all dependent on putting down, wholly, absolutely, 
and unqualifiedly, the false and dishonest theories 
and statements that have been boldly advanced in 
connection with this subject. In our view. New 
York is, at this moment, much the moat disgraced 
state in the Union, notwithstanding she has never 
failed to pay the interest on her public debt; and her 
disgrace arises from the fact that her laws are tram- 
pled under foot, without any eflbrts, at all commen- 
surate with the object, being made to enforce them 
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If words and prafeasum* cbq save the chsraqter of a 
community, all may yet be well ; but if states, like 
individuals, are to be judged by their actions, and 
the "tree ia to be known by ita fruit," God help us I 
For ourselves, we conceive that true patriotism 
consists in laying bare everything like public vice, 
and in calling such things by their right names. 
The great enemy of the race has made a deep inroad 
upOD ua, within the last ten or a dozen years, under 
cover of a spurious delicacy on the subject of ex- 
posing national ills ; and it is time that they who 
have not been afraid to praise, when praise was me- 
rited, should not shrink from the office of censuring, 
when the want of timely warnings may be one cause 
of the most fatal evils. The great practical defect 
of institutions like ours, is the circumstance that 
" what is everybody's business, is nobody's business ;" 
a neglect that gives to the activity of the rogue a 
very dangerous ascendency over the more dilatory 
correctives of the honest man. 
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CHAPTER I. 



"Look jou, 
Vha oomei hera : a yonag dud, ud u 

It is easy to foresee that this country is destined to uik> 
dergo great and np.d changes. Those that more property 
beloDg to history, history will doubtless attempt to reoord, 
and probably with the queationable veracity and prejudice 
that are apt to iniiuence the labours of that particular muset 
but there is little hope that any traces of American society, 
in its more familiar aspects, will be preserved amcmg us, 
through any of the agencies usually employed for such pur- 
poses. Without a stage, in a natioDel point of view at least, 
with scarcely such a thiag as a book of memoirs that relate* 
to a life passed within our own limits, and totally without 
light literature, to give us simulated pictures of our manners 
and the opinions of the day, I see scarcely a mode by which the 
next generation can preservo any memorials of tbe distinctive 
usages and thoughts of this. It is true, they will have tra- 
ditions of certain leading features of the colonial society, 
bat scarcely any records ; and, should the next twenty years 
do-as much as the last, towards substituting an entirely nev 
nee for tbe descendants of our own immediate fathers, it is 
scarcely too much to predict that even these (raditwns will 
be lost in tbe whirl and excitement of a thrtxag of BtraD|ers. 
Under all the ciroumstances, therefore, I have come to a de- 
termination to make an eSbrt, however feeble it may prove, 
to preserve some vestiges of household life in N&M York, 
at least; while I have endeavoured to stimulate certain 
friends in New Jersey, and farlher south, to undertake simi- 
lar tasks in Aose sections of tbe country. What suoceit 
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will attend these last appUcationa, is mora than I can say ; 
but, in order that the little I may do myself shall not be lost 
for want of support, I have made a solemn request in my 
will, that those who come after me will consent to continno 
tbia narrative, committing to paper their own experience, aa 
I have here committed mine, down as low at least as my 
grandson, if I ever have one. Perhaps, by the end of the 
latler's career, they will begin to publish books in America, 
and the fruits of our joint family labours may be thought 
BufGciently matured to be laid bejore the world. 

It is possible that which I am now about to write will be 
thought too homely, to relate to matters much too personal 
and private, to have sufficient interest for the public eye; 
but it must be remembered that the lofiiest interests of man 
are made up of a collection of those that are lowly; and, 
that be who makes a faithful picture of only a single im- 
portant scene in the events of single life, is doing something 
towards painting the greatest historical piece of his day. 
As I have said before, the leading events of my time will 
find their way into the pages of far more pretending works 
than this of mine, in scnne form or other, with more or less 
of fidelity to the truth, and real events, and real motives ; 
while the humbler matters it will be my office to record, 
will be entirely overlooked by writers who aspire to enrol 
their names among the Tacituses of former ages. It may 
be well to say here, however, I shall not attempt the histo- 
rical mood at all, but content myself with giving the feelings. 
incidents, and interests of what is purely private lifb, con- 
nectiog them no farther with things that are of a mora 
general nature, than is indispensable to render the narrative 
intelligible and accurate. With these explanation s, which 
are made in order to prevent the person who may happen 
first to commence the perusal of this manuscript from throw- 
ing it into the fire, as a silly attempt to write a more silly 
fiction, I shall proceed at once to the commencement of my 
proper task. 

I was born on the 3d May, 1737, on a neck of land, called 
Sataostoe, in tbe county of West Cheater, and in the 
colony of New York ; a part of the widely extended empire 
that then owned the sway of His Sacred Majesty, George IL, 
King of Great Britain, Ireland, and France; DefendM 
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of the Faith; and, I may add, the shield and panoply of the 
Protestant Succeasioa; God bless him! Before I my 
anything of my parentage, I will first give the reader some 
idea of the locut in quo, and a more precise notion of tbo 
spot on which I happened first (o see ttie light. 

A " neck," in West Chester and Long Island parlance, 
means sonaelhing that might be better termed a " head and 
shouldera," if mere shape and dimensions are kept in viev. 
Peniasula would be the true word, were we describing ihlagi 
on a geographical scale ; but, as they are, I find it nece»< 
sary to ndhere to the local term, which b not altogether 
peculiar to our county, by the way. The " neck" or penin- 
sula of Satanstoe, contains just four hundred and sixty- 
three acres and a half of excellent West Chester land; and 
that, when the stone is hauled and laid into wall, is saying 
as much in its favour as need be said of any soil on earth. 
It has two miles of beach, and collects a proportiooata 
quantity of sea-weed for manure, besides enjoying near a 
hundred acres of salt-meadow and sedges, that are not in- 
cluded in the solid ground of the neck proper. As my 
father, Major Evans Littlepage, wai to inherit this estate 
from his father, Capt. Hugh Littlepage, it might, even at the 
time of my birth, be considered old family property, it having 
indeed, been acquired by my grandfather, through his wife, 
about thirty years alter the final cession of the colony to 
ibe English by ils original Dutch owners. Here we had 
lived, then, near half a century, when I was born, in the 
direct line, and considerably longer if we included maternal 
ancestors ; here I now live, at the moment of writing these 
Udcs, and here I trust my only son is to live ader me. 

Before I enter into a more minute description of Satans 
toe, il may be well, perhaps, to say a word concerning its 
somewhat peculiar name. The neck lies in the vicinity of 
a well-known pass that is to be found in the narrow arm of 
the sea that separates the island of Manhattan from its 
neighbour, Long Island, and which is called Hell Gate. 
Now, there is a tradition, that I confess is somewhat confined 
to the blacks of the neighbourhood, but which says that the 
Father of Lies, on a particular occasion, when he was vio- 
lently expelled from certain roysteriog taverns in the New 
Netherlands, made his exit by this well-kDown i 
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pass, and diawing his foot somewhat hastily from BinoDU 
the lobster-pots that abound in those waters, leaving behind 
him as a print of his passage by that route, ibe Hug's Back, 
tho Pot, and all the whirlpools and rocks that render naTi- 
gation BO difficult in that celebrated strait, he placed it hur- 
riedly upon the spot where there now spreads a large bay 
to the southward and eastward of the neck, j'ual touching 
the latter with the ball of his great toe, as he passed Down- 
East ; from which part of the country some of our people 
used to maintain he originally came. Some fancied resem- 
blance to an inverted toe (the devil being supposed to tunt 
everything with which he meddles, upside-down,) has been 
imagined to exist in the shape and swells of our paternal 
acres; a fact that has probably had its influence in perpetu- 
ating the name. « 

Satanstoe has the place been called, therefore, from 
time immemorial ; as time is immemorial in a country in 
which civilized time commenced not a century and a half 
ago : and Satanstoe it is called to-day. I confess I am 
not fond of unnecessary changes, and I sincerely hope this 
neck of land will continue to go by its old appellation, as 
long as the House of Hanover shall sit on the throne of these 
realms ; or as long as water shall run and grass shall grow. 
There has been an attempt made to persuade the neighbour- 
hood, quite lately, that the name is irreligious and unworthy 
of an enlightened people, like this of West Chester ; but it 
has met with no great success. It has come from a Con- 
necticut man, whose father they say is a clergyman of the 
"itanding order;" so called, I believe, because they stand 
up at prayers ; and who came among us himself in the cha- 
racter of a schoolmaster. This young man, I understand, 
has endeavoured to persuade the Deighbourhood that Satans- 
toe is a corruption introduced by the Dutch, from Devil's 
Town; which, m its turn, was a corruption from Dibbleston; 
the family from which my grandfather's father-in-law pur- 
chased having been, as be says, of the name of Dibblee. 
He has got half-a-dozen of the more sentimental part of our 
society to call the neck Dibblelon ; but the attempt is not 
likely to succeed in the long run, as we are not a people much 
given to altering the language, any more than the customs 
of our ancestors. Besides, my Dutch ancestors did not 
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jnirchase from bq^ Dibblee, no such family ever owniog tha 
place, that being a bold assumptioo of ihe Yankee to moke 
out his case the more readily. 

Satanstoe, as it is little more than a good farm in ex< 
teDt, so it J3 liltlQ.more than a particularly good form in 
cultivation and embellishraent. All the buildings are of 
stone, even to the hog-sties and sheds, with well-pointed 
joints, and field walls that would do credit to a rorlified 
place. The house is generally esteemed one of the best in 
the Colony, with the exception of a few of the new school. 
It is of only a story and a half in elevaliou, I admit; but the 
rooms under the loof are as good as any of that descriplioa 
with which I am acquainted, and their finish is such oa 
would do no discredit to the upper rooms of even a York 
dwelling. The building is in the shape of an L, or two 
aides of a parallelogram, one of which shows a front of 
seventy-five, and the other of &Ry feet. Twenty-six feet 
make the depth, from outside to outside of the walls. The 
best room had a carpet, that covered two-thirds of the entire 
dimensions of the floor, even in my boyhood, and there were 
oiUcloths in most of the better passages. The buffet in the 
dining-room, or smallest parlour, was particularly admired; 
and I question if there be, at this hour, a handsomer in ths 
county. The rooms were well-sized, and of fair dimen- 
sions, the larger parlours embracing the whole depth of the 
house, with proportionate widths, while the ceilings were 
higher than common, being eleven feet, if we except the 
places occupied by Ihe larger beams of the chamber floors. 

As there was money in the family, besides the Neck, and 
the Littlepages had held the king's commissions, my father 
having once been an ensign, and my grandfather a captain, 
in the r^ular army, each in the earlier portion of his life, 
we always ranked among the gentry of Ihe county. We 
happened to be in a part of Westchester in which were nona 
of the very large estates, and Satanstoe passed for property 
of a certain degree of importance. It is true, the Morrises 
were at Morrisania, and the Felipses, or Philipses, as these 
Bohemian counts were then called, bad a manor on ths 
Hudson, that extended within a dozen miles of us, and a 
younger branch of tt)e de Lanceys had established itself 
eveD muck nearer, while the Van Coitlont^, or a branch 
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of then, too, dwelt Dear KiD^bndge ; but these were all 
pec^le who were at the head of the Colony, and with whom 
noae of the mioor geotiy attempted to vie. As it was, 
therefore, the Littlepages held a very respectable position 
between the higher class oi* the yeomanry and those who, 
hy their estates, education, connections, officia! rank, and 
hereditary consideration, formed what might be justly 
called the aristocracy of the Colony. Both my father and 

randfather had sat in the Assembly, in their time, and, as 
have heard elderly people say, with credit, too. As for 
my father, on one occasion, he made a speech that occupied 
eleven minutes in the delivery, — a proof that he had some- 
tbiag to say, and which was a source of great, but, I trust, 
humble ieticitatioD in the family, down to the day of his 
death, and even aflerwarda. 

Then the military services of the family stood us in for a 
great deal, in that day it was something to he an ensign 
even in the mltitia, and a far greater thing to have the same 
rank in a regular regiment. It is Ime, neither of my pre- 
decessors served very long with the King's troops, my father 
in particular selling out ax the end of his second campaign ; 
but the military experience, and I may add the military 
glory each acquired m youth, did them good service for all 
the rest of their days, both were commissiooed in the 
militia, and my fether actually rose as high as major in 
that branch of the service, that Demg the rank ho held, and 
the title he bore, for the last fifteen years of his life. 

My mother was of Dutch extraction on both sides, hep 
father having been a blauvelt, and her mother a Van Busser. 
I have heard it said that there was even a rerationship be- 
tween the Sluyvesants and the Van Corilandts, tind the 
Van Bussers ; but I am not able lo point out (he actual 
degree and precise nature of the affinity. I presume it was 
not very near, or my information would have been more 
minute. I have always understood that my mother brought 
my father thirteen hundred pounds for dowry (currency, 
not sterling), which, it must be confessed, was a very genteel 
fortune for a young woman in 1733. Now, I very well 
know that six, eight, and ten thousand pounds sometimes 
fall in, in this manner, and even mush more in the high 
families ; but no one need be ashamed, who looks back My 
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years, and finds thst his mother brought a thousand pounds 
to her husband. 

I waa neither an only child, nor the eldest<bam. There 
was a son who preceded me, and two daughters succeeded, 
but they all died in infancy, leaving roe in efiect the only 
ofispring for my parents to cherish and educate. My little 
brother monopolised [he name of Evans, and living for 
some time afler I was christened, I got the Dutch appella- 
tion of my maternal grandfather, for my share of the family 
nomenclature, which happened to be Cornelius — Corny 
was consequently the diminutive by which I was known to 
ail the whites of my acquaintance, tbr the first sixteen or 
eighteen years of my life, and to my parents as long as 
they lived. Corny LitClepage is not a bad name, in itself, 
and I trust they who do me the favour to read this manu> 
script, will lay it down with the feeling that the name is 
none the worse for the use 1 have made of it. 

I have said that both my father and grandfather, each in 
his day, sat in the assembly; my father twice, and my 
grandfather only once. Although we lived so near the 
borough of West Chester, it was not for that place they sat, 
but for the county, the de Lanceya and the Morrises con- 
tending for the control of the borough, in a way that left 
little chance for the smaller fishes to swim in the troubled 
water they were so certain to create. Nevertheless, this 
political elevation brought my fhther out, as it might be, 
before the world, and was the means of giving him a per- 
sonal consideration he might not have otherwise enjoyed. 
The benefits, and possibly some of the evils of thus being 
drawn out from the mora regular routine of our usually 
peaceable lives, may be made to appear in the course of this 
narratives 

I have ever considered myself fortunate in not having 
been born in the earlier and infant days of the colony, 
when the interests at stake, and the events by which they 
were infiuenced, were not of a magnitude to give the mind 
■nd the hopes the excitement and enlargement that attend 
the periods of a more advanced civilization, and of more 
important incidents. In this respect, my own appearance 
in this world waa most happily timed, as any one will see 
who will consider the state and importance of the colony in 
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ibe middle oi the preteat century. New York could do, 
have contained many leaa than seventy thousand souls, ia> 
eluding both colours, at the time, of my birth, for it is sup< 
poaed to contain quite a hundred' thousand this day on 
which I an now writing. In such a community, a man 
iias not only the room, but the matenala on which to figure; 
whereas, as I have often heard him say, mj father, when 
be was bom, was one of less than half of the smallest 
number I have just named. I have been grateful for thia 
advantage, and I trust it will appear, by evidence that will 
be here afforded, that I have not lived in a quarter of the 
world, or in an age, when and where, and to which great 
events have been altogether strangers. 

My earliest recoilectious, as a matter of course, are of 
Salanstoe and the domestic fireside. In my childboofl and 
youth, I heard a great deal said of the Protestant Succeseion, 
the House of Hanover, and King George II. ; all mixed up 
with such names as those of George Clinton, Gen. Moncklon, 
Sir Charles Hardy, James de Lancey, and Sir Danvers 
Osborne, his official representatives in the colony. Every 
age has its old and its lait wars, and I can well remember 
t^t which occurred between the French in the Canadaa 
and ouraelvea, in 1744. I was then seven years old, and it 
was an event to make an impression on a child of that 
tender ago. My honoured grandfather was then living, a» 
he was long afterwards, and he took a strong interest in the 
military movements of the period, as was natural for an 
old soldier. New York hod no connection with the cele- 
brated expedition that captured Louisbourg, then the Gibral- 
tar of America, in 1745 ; but this could not prevent an old 
soldier IJke Capt. Litttepage~ from entering into the affiur 
with all his heart, though forbidden to use his hand. As 
the reader may not be aware of all the secret springs that 
set public events in motion, it may be well here to throw in 
a few words in the way of. explanation. 

There was and is little sympathy, in the way of national 
feeling, between the colonies of New England and those 
which lie farther south. We are all loyal, those of the 
east as well as those of the south-west and south ; but there 
is, and ever has been, so wide a diSerence in our customs, 
origins, religious opinions, and hislorte9> aa to ouiw a laoxi 
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monl line, in the way of feeling, to be drawn between the 
colony of New York and thoae that lie east of the Byram 
riven I have heard it said that moat of the emigrants to 
the New England states came from the west of EnglaDd, 
where many of their social peculiarities and mudi of their 
language are still to be traced, while the colonies farther 
south have received their population from the more central 
counties, and thoae sections of the island that are supposed 
to be less provincial and peculiar. I do not affinn that such 
ia literally the fact, though it is well known that we of New 
York have long been accustomed to regard our neighbours 
of New England as very diiferent from ourselves, whilst, I 
dare say, our neighbours of New England have regarded 
us as djSerent from themselves, and insomuch removed 
from perfection. 

Let all this be as it may, it ia certain New England is a 
portion of the empire that is set apart from the rest, for 
good or for evil. It got its name from the circumstanca 
that the English possessions were met, on its western 
boundary, by those of the Dutch, who were thus separated 
from the other cdonies of purely Anglo-Saxon origin, by 
a wide district that was much larger in surface than the 
mother country itself. I am afraid there is something in 
the character of these Anglo-Saxons that predisposes them 
to laugh and turn up their noses at other races ; for I have 
remarked that the natives of the parent land itself, who 
come among us, show this disposition even as it respects 
us of New York and those of New England, while the 
people of the latter region manifest a feeUng towards us, 
their neighbours, that partakes of anything but the humil- 
ity that is thought to grace that christian character to which 
they are particularly fond of laying claim. 

My grandfather was a native of the old country, however, 
and be entered but little into the colonial jealousies. He 
had lived from boyhood, and had married in New York, and 
was not apt to betray any of the overweening notions of 
superiority that we sometimes encountered in native-born 
Englishmen, though I can rcmeniber instances in which he 
would point out the defects in our civilization, and others in 
which he dwelt with pleasure on the grandeur and power ' 
■r his own island. I dare say this was all right, fin few 
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among us have ever been disposed to dispute tbe just 
iupremacjr of England in all things that are desirable, and 
which form the basis of human excellence. 

1 well remember a journey Capt. Hugh Littlepage made 
to Boston, in 1745, in order to look at the preparations that 
were making for the great expedition. Although his own 
colony had no connection with this enterprise, in a military 
point of view, his previous service rendered him an object 
of interest to the military men then assembled along tbe 
coaat of New England. It has been said the expedition 
against Louisbourg, then the strongest place in America, 
was planned by a lawyer, led by a merchant, and executed 
by husbandmen and mechanics ; but this, though true as s 
whole, was a rule that had its exceptions. ' There were many 
old soldiers who had seen the service of this continent in 
the previous wars, and among them were several of my 
grandfather's former acquaintances. With these he passed 
many a cheerful hour, previously to the day of sailing, and 
I have often thought since, that my presence alone prevented 
him from making one in the fleet. The reader will think I 
was young, perhaps, to be so far from home on such aa 
occasion, but it happened in this wise : My excellent mother 
thought 1 had come out of the smail-pox with some symp- 
toms that might be benefited by a journey, and she pre- 
vailed on her father-in-law to let me be of the party whoQ 
be left home to visit BostoD in the winter of 1744r-5. At 
that early day moving about was not always convenient in 
these colonies, and my grand&ther travelling in a sleigh 
that was proceeding east with some private stores that had 
been collected for the expedition, it presented a favourable 
opportunity to send me along with my venerable progenitor, 
who very good-naturedly consented to let me commence my 
travels under his own immediate auspices. 

The things I saw on this occasion have had a material 
influence on'my future life. I got a love of adventure, and 
particularly of military parade and grandeur, that has siuce 
led me into more than one difficulty. Capt. Hugh Little- 
page, my grandfather, was delighted with all he saw until 
after the expedition had sailed, when he began to grumble 
on the subject of the religious observances that the piety of 
■'•- Pimians blended with most of their other moveniQnlr 
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On the score of religion there was a marked diflerence; ( 
may say there it still a marked difierence between New 
England and New York. The people of New England 
cenaioly did, and possibly may still, look upon us of New 
York as lilile better than heathens ; while we of New York 
Kssuredty did, and for anything I know to the contrary 
may yet, regard them as canters, and by necessary coonec* 
tion, hypocrites. I shall not take it on myself (o Bay which 
party is right ; though it has often occurred to my mind that 
it would be better had New England a little less self* 
righteousness, and New York a little more righteousness, 
without the self. Still, in the way of pounds, shillings and 
pence, we will not turn our backs upon them any day, being 
on the whole rather the most trustworthy of the two as 
respects money ; more especially in all such cases in which 
our neighbour's goods can be appropriated without having 
recourse to absolutely direct means. Such, at any rale, is 
Ibe New York opinion, let them ihiak as they please abont 
it on the other side of Byram. 

My grandfather met an old fellow-campaigner, at Boston, 
of the name of Hight, Major Hight, as he was called, who 
had come to see the preparations, too ; and the old soldiers 
passed most of the time together. The Major was a Jersey- 
man, and had been somewhat of a free-liver in his lime, 
retaining some of the propensities of his youth in old age, 
as is apt to be the case with those who cultivate a vice as 
if it were a hot-house plant. The Major was fond of his 
bottle, drinking heavily of Madeira, of which there was 
then a good stock in Boston, for he brought some on him- 
aetf; and I can remember various scenes that occurred be- 
tween him and my grandfather, after dinner, as they sat 
discoursing in Ibe tavern on the progress of things, and Ibe 
proopects for the future. Had these two old soldiers been 
of the troops of the province in which they were, it would 
faave been "Major" and " Captain" at every breath ; for no 
part of the earth is fonder of titles than our eastern brethren ;* 
whereas, 1 must think we had some claims to more true 
■jmplicity of character and habits, notwithstanding New 

* I[ will be remembered Mr. Littlepage wrote more thui Mveatf 
yean ag^when Ihii diaCinetion might exclueively belong to the SaUt 
Wt the Wat ben dow same dum to it, kIm. 
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fork ba> ever been itioi^t the most aristocnlieal o/ alt 
the Doithem calonies. Irving been intimale from early 
youth, my two old soldiera familiarly called each other Joey 
and Hodge, the latter being the abbreviation of one of my 
grandfatber'a names, Roger, vhen plain Hugh was not 
used, as Gometimes happened between them. Hugh Roger 
Litllepage, I ought to have said, was my grandfather's 

" I should like these Yankees better, if they prayed less, 
my old friend," said the Major, one day, after they had been 
discussing the appearances of things, and speaking between 
the pufis of hia pipe. " I can see no great use in losing 
so much time, by making these halts to pray, when the cam- 
paign is lairly opened." 

" It was always their way, Joey," my grandfather an- 
swered, taking his time, as is customary with smokers. " I 
remember when we were out together, in the year '17, that 
the Nsw England troops always had their parsons, who 
acted as a sort of second colonels. They tell roe His Ex- 
cellency has ordered a weekly fast, for public prayers^ during 
the whole of this campaign." 

"Ay, Master Hodge, praying and plundering; so they 
go on," returned the Major, knocking the ashes out of his 
pipe, preparatory to filling it anew ; an employment thtU 
gave him an opportunity to give vent to his feelings, without 
pausing to pim.— ^' Ay, Master Hodge, praying and plun- 
dering ; so they 20 on. Now, do you remember old Watson, 
who was in the Massachusetts Levies, in the year *12 1 — old 
Tom Watson ; be that was a sub under Barnwell, in our 
Tuscarora expedition!" 

My grandfather nodded bis head in assent, that being the 
only reply the avocation of smoking rendered convenient, 
just at that moment, unless asortofaffirmatory grunt could 
be construed into an auxiliary. 

" Well, be has a son going in this afliur; and old Tom, 
or Colonel Wataon, as he is now very porlicubr to he called, 
is down here with his wife and two daughters, to see the 
ensign od*. 1 went to pay the old fellow a visit, Hodge ; and 
found hiro, and the mother and sisters, all as busy as bees 
in getting young Tom's baggage ready lor a march. Thei« 
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ky him irinle eqnipnwiit beforo my c^es, and I bad R ftfosr- 

able occasion to examine it at my leisure," 

" Which you did with alt your might, or you *re not the 
Joe Hight of the year '10," laid my grand&ther, t^ing hit 
turn tnth the ashes and the tobacco-box. 

Old Hight was now puffing Kway like a blaokamilh who 
k Btriviiig to oblaia a while heat, and it was some time before 
be could get out the proper raply to Uua half-aaseTtioo, half^ 
interrcf;atory B(»t of mnark. 

" Ton may be sore of that," he at length ejaculated ; when, 
ceitain of his light, be pvoceeded to tell the whole story, 
■bippii^ occaakntaliy to puff, leat be riiould lose the " vaniaga 
gioiuid " he had jnat obtaioed. *■ What d*ye think of hidf- 
a^doxea stringa m xed «Hiions, Cu Ms ftem in a snbaltem'a 
■lores 1" 

My grand&ther grunted again, in a way that nugbt yvry 
wdl pass for a laugh. 

" You 're certain tbay were red, Joey t" he finally asked. 

'•As red as his regimentab. Then there was a jug, filled 
with iDolasses, that is as big as yonder demijohn i" glnnoing 
at the vessel which contained his own private stores. "But 
I should have thou^t nothing of these, a large empty sack 
attracting much of my attention. I could not imagine what 
yonng Tom could want of mch a sack ; but, on broaching 
the subject to the Major, be very frankly gave me to under- 
stand that Louisbaurg was thought to be a rich town, and 
there was no telling what luck, or Providence-— yes, by 
George !— he called it Promdence I — might throw in his son 
Tommy's way. Now that the sack was empty, and had an 
easy time of it, the girls would put his bible and hymn-book in 
it, aa a place where the young man would be likely to look 
for them. I dare say, Hodge, you never had either bible 
at hymn-book, in any of your numerous campaigns 1" 

" No, nor a plunder-sack, nor a molaasea-jug, nor strings 
of red onions," growled my grandfather in reply. 

How well I remember that evening t A vast deal of colo- 
nial prejudice and neighbourly antipathy made themselves 
appsrent in die conversation of the two veterans; who 
seemed to entertain a strange sort of contemptuous respect 
tor their feUow.«nbjecta of New England ; who, in thdr 
lain» I tsmka not tha ■mallstt doubt, p&Ld them ttf in kind— 
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with b11 the auporciUousoeaB and reproach, and irith tnairf 
grains less of the respect. 

That night, Major Might and Capt. Hugh Roger little. 
page, both got a Ottle how-come-you-so, drinkiog .butnpera 
to the success of what they called " the Yankee espedition," 
even at the momeDl Ihey were indulging inconstant aide 
hits at the failings and habits of the people. Th«se marks 
of neighbourly infiTinily are not peculiar to the petite of 
the adjacent provinces of New York and of New England. 
I have oflen remarked that the English think and talk very 
much of the French, as the Yanke» speak of us ; while the 
French, bo far as I hsvo been able to understand their solne- 
Hiat unintelligible language— which seems never to have a 
beginning nor an end — treat the Enj|lish as the Puritans of the 
Old World. As I have already intimated, we were not very 
remarkable for religion in New York, in my younger days ; 
while it would be just the word, were I to say that religion 
was eoiupieuoua among our eastern neighbours. I remem' 
her to have heard my grandfather say, ho was once aC' 
quainted with a Col. Heathcote, an Englishman, like himaelf, 
by birth, and a brother of a certain Sir Gilbert Heathcote, 
who was formerly a leading man in the Bank of England. 
This Col, Heathcote came among ua young, and married 
here, leaving his posterity behind him , and was lord of the 
manor of Scarsdale and Mamarooeck, in our county of 
West Chester. Well, this Col. Heathcote told my grand- 
father, speaking on the subject of religion, that he had been 
much shocked, on arriving in this country, at discovering 
the neglected condition of religion in the colony ; more 
esjiecially on Ixuig Island) where the people lived in a sort 
of heathenish condition. Being a man of mark, mk)- eon- 
nected with the government. The Society for the Propagation 
of the Gospel in Foreign P^rts, applied to him to aid it in 
spreading the truths of the bible in the colony. The Colonel 
was glad enough to comply ; and I remember my grand> 
ftther said, his friend told him of the answer he returned to 
these good persons in England. " I was so struck with the 
heathenish condition of the people, on my arriving here,* 
be wrote to them, " that, commanding the militia of the 
colony, I ordered tba captains of the difierent companies to 
eall their men together, each Sunday at aunitse, and to drill 
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dwm until aunael ; unless they would consent to repair te 
■ome convenient place, aod listen to morning and evening 
piayer, and to two wholesome sermooa, read by some suit- 
able person, in which case the men were to be excused from 
drill."* I do not think this would be found necessary in 
New England at least, where many of the people would be 
likely to prefer drilling to preaching. 

But all this gossip about the moral condition of the adja* 
cent colonies of New York and New England is leading me 
from the narrative, and does not promise much for the con- 
nection and interest of the remainder of the manuscript. 



Winter'* Tale, 

It Is not necessary for me to say much of the first four- 
teen years of my life. They passed like the childhood and 
youth of the sons of most gentlemen in our colony, at that 
day, with this distinction, however. There was a class 

* On the sabject of tlds ■tor;, tba editor con aay ha haa seen a 
pdblUhed letter from Col. Heithcote, who died more than a ccotniy 
aoce, kt HamuoDeck, West Chester Co., in which that gentleman 
pvet the Societ; for tbe propagation of llie gospel bd accouiit of hii 
[fxiceediiigi^ that agrees almott twrioltm with the account of the 
matter tiut is here given by Mr. Comelini Liltlepage. The hoUM 
m which CoL Heatfacote dwelt was destroyed by fire, a short time 
before the revolnlitm ; bat the property on which it stood, and the 
naent building, belong at this moment to his gTcat-grandKiii, the 
Kt Kev. Wm. Htalkeate de Lancey, the Bishop of WeBtern New York. 
On the mbject of the plundtT, the editor will remaik, that a near 
eaaoection, whose grandfather was a Major at tbe taUng of Looia. 
boorgi Ukd who was labesqnently one of tbe first Brigadiers appointed 
in 1775, bu lately Aowa Mm a letter written to that officer, daring 
tha aznediliM), l^iUffitherj in whioh, blended with & great deal o? 
— ' — m jedlv excellent religious exborlaliaa, is an 
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among us which educated its boya at home. This waa not 
a very numerous class, cerlaialy, nor was it always tbo 
highest in point of fortuae and rank. Many of the lai^ 
proprietors were of Dutch origin, as a matter of course ; and 
these seldom, if ever, sent their children to England to be 
taught anything, in my boyhood. I understand that a few 
are ^tting over their ancient prejudices, in this particular, 
and begin to fancy Osford or Cambridge may be quite aa 
learned schools as that of Leyden ,* but, no Van, in my boy- 
hood, could have been made to believe this. Many of the 
Dutch proprietors gave their children very little education, 
in any way or form, though most of them imparted lessons 
of probity that were quite aa useful as learning, had the two 
things been really inseparable. For my part, while I admit 
there is a ^reat deal of knowledge going up and down the 
land, that is just of the degree to trick a. fellow-creature out 
of hia rights, I shall never subscribe to the opinion, which 
is so prevalent among the Dutch portion of our population, 
and which holds the doctrine that the schools of the New 
England provinces are the reason the descendants of. the 
Puritans do not enjoy the best of reputations, in this respect. 
I believe a boy may be well taught, and made all the honester 
for it; though, I admit, there may be, and is, such a thing 
as training a lad in &Ise notions, as well as training him 
in those that are true. But, we had a class, principally of 
English extraction, that educated its sons well; usually 
sending them home, to the great English schools, and finish- 
ing at the universities. These persons, however, lived prin- 
cipally in town, or, having estates on the Hudson, passed 
their winters there. To this class the Littlepages did not 
belong ; neither their habits nor their fortunes templing them . 
to so high a flight. For myself, I was taught enough Latia 
and Greek to enter college, by the Rev. Thomas Wordeo, 
an English divine, who was rector of St. Jude's, the parish 
to which our family properly belonged. This gentleman 
was esteemed a good scholar, and was very popular among 
the gentry of the county ; attending all the dinners, clubs, 
races, balls, and other diversions that were given by them, 
within ten miles of his residence. Hia sermons were pithy 
and short ; and he always spoke of your half-hour preachers, 
as illiterate prosers, who did not understand how to condense 
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their tbonghts. Twenty minutes wera hia sange, tbough I 
remember to have heard my father say, he had knownhim 
preach all of twenty-two. Whea he compressed down to four- 
teen, my graadfather invariably protested he was delightful. 
I remained with Mr. Wordeu until I could translate the 
two first £neids, and the whole of the Gospel of St. Mat- 
thew, pretty readily; and then my father and grandlather, 
the last in particular, ibr the old gentleman had a great idea 
of learning, b^an to turn over in their minds, the subject of 
the colle^ to which I ought to be sent. We had the choice 
of two, in both of which the learned languages and tbe 
sciences are taught, to a degree, and in a perfection, that m 
surprising for a new country. These colleges are Vale, at 
New Haven, in Connecticut, and Nassau HatI, which was 
then at Newark, New Jersey, after having been a short 
time at Elizabethtown, hut which has «nce been established 
at Princeton. Mr. Worden laughed at both ; said that nei- 
ther had as much learning as a second-rate English gram- 
mar-school ; and that a lower-form boy, at Eton or West- 
minster, could take a master's degree at either, and pass fbr 
% prodigy in the bargain. My fetber, who was bora in the 
colonies, and had a good deal of the right colony feeling, 
was nettled at this, I remember ; while my grandfather, being 
old-country born, but colony educated, was at a loss how to 
view the matter. The captain had a great respect for his 
native land, and evidently considered it the paradise of this 
earth, though his recollections of it were not very distinct ; 
but, at the same time, he loved Old York, and West Chester 
in particular, where he bad married and established himself 
at Satan's Toe ; or, as he spelt it,' and as we all have spelt 
it, now, this many a day, Satansloe. I was present at the 
conversation which decided the question, as regarded ray 
future education, and which took place in the common par- 
lour, around a blazing fire, about a week before Christmas, 
the year I was fourteen. There were present Capt. Hugh 
Roger, Major Evans, my mother, the Rev. Mr. Worden, and 
an old gentleman of Dutch designation and extraction, of 
the name of Abraham Van Valkenburgh, but who was fami- 
liarly called, by his friends, 'Brom FoTlock, or Col. FoUock 
or volleck, as the last happen to be more or less ceremo- 
ntooa, or more or less Dutch. Pollock, I think, however 
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WM tbe fftvourite proauncUtioD. This Col. Van VaHiM' 
burgh was an old brother-soldier of my father's, and, indeed, 
a retatioD, a sort of a cousin through my greatgrandmotber, 
besides being a man o( much consideration aod substance. 
He lived in Rockland, just across the Hudson, but never 
failed to pay a visit to Satansloe at that season of the year. 
On tbe present occasion, be was acconapanied by his son 
Dirck, who was My friend, and just a year my junior. 

"Veil, den," — the colonel CMumenced the discourse by 
saying, as he tapped tbe ashes out of his pipe for the second 
time that evening, having first taken a draught of hot flip, 
a beverage much in vogue than, as well as now, — " veil, 
den, Evans, vat is your intention as to ter poy? Vill he pe 
college- I'arnt, like as his grant-fat'er, or only school -I'anit, 
like as his own fat'er?" The allusion to the grandfather 
being a pleasantry of the colonel's, who insisted that all tbe 
old-country bom were"college-I'arnt" by instinct, 

"To own the truth, 'Brom," my father answered, " this 
is a point that is not yet entirely settled, for there are dif- 
fcrent opinions as to the place to which he shall be sent, 
even admitting that he is to be sent at ell." 

The colonel fastened his full, projecting, blue eyes on my 
father, in a way that pretty plainly expressed-surpriae, 

*' Vat, den, is dere so many colleges, dat it is hart to 
choose r' he said. 

" There are but two that can be of any use to us, for 
Cambridge is much loo distant to think of sending the boy 
BO far. Cambridge was in our thoughts at one time, but 
that is given up," 

"Vhere, den, 1st Canfprige 7" demanded the Dutchman, 
removing his pipe to ask so important a question, a cere- 
mony he usually thought unnecessary, 

" It is a New England college — near Boston ; not half a 
day's journey distant, I fancy. 

" Don'l sent Cornelius dere," ejaculated tbe colonel, con- 
triving to get these words out alongside of the stem of tbo 
pipe. 

" You think not, Col, Follock," put in the anxious mother; 
*' may I ask the reason for that opiuion ?" 

"Too much Suntay, Matam Liltlepage' — the poy vrilt bo 
■p'llt by ter ministers. He will ^ away on boaett lat, and 
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oome Mck « tagaa. He will fam how to }itmf «mI I* 
otettt.*' 

"Hoity bsityl my noble colonel!" exclaiinod the Rer, 
Mr, Wonlen, aflectii^ more learatment than he felt, 
"Then you Tuicy the clergy, and loo miuA Sunday, viU 
be apt to convert an boneat youth into a knave I" 

The cotomel made do anaver, cwitiDuing to amoke ray 
pl^oeophkatly, though he took ocoaaiba, while be threw tlia 
ptpe out of bis month, in one of ila periodical noMvak, to 
mka a significant gottum with it towaida tko tiling aon, 
which aU preefflit understood to mean - down ant," m it in 
nul to eay, when we mean to deajgnale the oidoniai'af 
New England. That be was underJood by the Rer. ik. 
WoKfam, ia highly probaUej alBce that samlenuui con- 
^ued to turn the dip oCone tcmbI into anotbsr, by way of 
mm intimately Ueoding tbe iugiedients of the mixbun, 
tjtine &s coolly as if then had been no nBae&an on hit 
trade, 

" What do you (iiink of Yale, friend 'Bran t" a^ad Mf 
IMieT, who DodsreWod the dnmbHihow « mU aa •aif M 
them. 

" No tiSferesee, Evans ; dey all hieariiea and bfaya too 
nmch. troot mm have no neet of so mndi religion. 
Tlten a man ia really goot, r^igion only does him ham, 
1 mean Yankee religion." 

" I have another objection to Yale," observed Capt. Hugh 
Reger, " which is their English," 

"Och!" exclaimed the Colonel — "Dmt EogKah is borri- 
pie I Wusa dan ast to ua Tulch." 

" Well, 1 was not aware of that," observed my father. 
"They aie Englbb, sir, aa well aa ourselves, and why 
should they' not apeak the language aa well as we T" 

" Why toes not a Yorkshiteman, or a CorniBbmwi, Speak 
as veil aa a Lonnonerl I tell you what, Evans, 1 11 pet the 
peat game-cock On ter Neck, against the Veriest tunghill the 
paraon hast, ter Premtent of Yale oalts peen, pen, ant 
roof, ruff — EHid soon," 

" My birda are all game," put in the divme ; " I ke^ do 
other breed." 

*' Snrely, Mr. Worden, you do not couDtenaBee «o^ 
f^^by^wirpreseneel* nty madwr soitf, ndng aa ahnA 
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of rqtrooch in ber manner as comported with tbo boly <^&cm 
of the parly she addressed, and with her own gentle nature. 
The Colonel winxed at my father, and laughed throi^h his 
pipe, an exploit he might hare been said lo peribnn almost 
nouTiy. My father smiled in return ; for, to own the truth, 
he had been present at such sports on one or two occasions, 
when the parson's curiosity bad tempted him to peep in 
also ; but my giandfhtbof looked gr&ye and much in earnesL 
As fbr Mr. Worden lunuelf, be met the imputation like a 
man. To do him justice, if he were not an asoetic. 
Dither was he a whining hypocrite, as is the case with too 
roasy of those who aspire to be disciples and ministera of 
our Uesaed Lord. 

"Why not, Madam Littlepage?" Mr. Worden stoutly 
demanded. " There are worse places than cock-pits ; for, 
nark me, I never bet — no, not on a horse-race, even ; and 
that is an occasion on which any gentleman might ventura 
a few guineas, in a liberal, frank, way. There are so few 
amusements Ibr people of education in this country. Madam 
Littlepage, thai one is not to be too particular. If there 
were hounds and huntiug, now, as there are at home, you 
should never hear of me at a cock-fight, I can assure you.'* 

"I must say I do not approve of cock-fights," rejoined 
my mother meekly ; " and I hope Corny will never ba 
seen at one. No — never — never." 

" Dere you're wrong, Matam Littlepage," the Colonel 
remarked, " for ter sight of ter spirit of ter cocks wilt give 
ter boy spirit himself. My Tirck, dere, goes to all in ter 
neighbourboot, and he is a game-cock himself, let me tell 
you. Ckune, Tirck — come— cock-a-doodle-doo I" 

This was true alt round, as I very well knew, young as 
I was. Dirck, who was as slow-moving, as duU-seeming, 
and as anti-mercurial a boy to look at as one could find m 
a thousand, was thorough game at the bottom, and be had 
been at many a main, as he had told me himself. How 
much of his spirit was derived from witnessing such scenes 
I will not take on me to afiirm ; for, in these later times, I 
have beard it questioned whether such exhibitions do really 
improve the spectator's courage or not. But Dlrck had 

gluck, and plenty of il, and in that particular, at least, hia 
itbar was not mistaken. The Colonel's o^nioD alwaTs 
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carried veij^t with my mother, both oa uooont of hia 
Dutch eztractioD, koA on sccount of his vell-mtftblished 
probity ; for, to own the truth, a t«zt or a Hentimeat from 
him had far more weight with her than the aama from the 
clergyman. She was silenced on the subject of cock- 
fighting for the moment, therefore, which gave Capl. Hugh 
Roger further opportunity to pursue that of the Rnglirih 
language. The grandfather, who wu an InTelerate loTer 
of 3ie sport, would have cut in to that branch of the dis- 
course, but he had a greet tenderness for my mother, whom 
everybody loved by Uie way, and he commanded himself, 
glad to find that so important an interest had fallen into 
hands as good as those of the Colonel. He would just 
03 soon be absent from church as be absent from a cock- 
fight, and he was a very good observer of religion, 

■'1 should have sent Evans to Yale, had it not been for 
the miserable manner of speaking English they have in 
New England," resumed my grandfather; "and I hod no 
wish to have a son who might pass for a Comish man. We 
shall have to send this boy to Newark, in New Jeraey, The 
dbtsnce is not so great, and we shall be certain he will not 
get any of your round-bead notions of religion, too. Col. 
%rom, you Dutch are not altogether free from these dls' 
e follies. 



"Debbie a pit!" growled the Colonel, through hia pipe; 
for no devotee of libwalism and lafitudinarianism in religioa 
could be more averse to extra-ptety than he. The Colonel, 
however, was not of the Dutch Reformed ; he was an Epis- 
Gt^lian, like ourselves, his mother having brought this 
branch of the Follocka into the church j and, consequently, 
he entered into all our feelings on the subject of ral^oo, 
heart and band. Perhaps Hx, Woidoi was a greater favour* 
ile with no member of the four parishes over which he pie- 
aided, than with Col. Abraham Van Valkenbui^h. 

"I should think less of sending Corny to Newark," 
added my mother, " was it not for crossing the watec" 

" Crossing the water 1" repeated Mr. Worden, " The 

Newark wa mean. Madam Littlspage, is not at home : the 

Jersey <rf wluch we speak is the adjoining cofony of that 

DBine." 

M lorn swan of that, Hr.Wordea; but it it not ponuU 

a* 

.Cookie 
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A» get to Newark, vitbout making that temUe it^t^ l». 
lwe«D New York and Powles' Hook. No, sir, it is imfMM. 
eMe ; and eyery time the child comes home, that liik will 
have to b« niD. It would cause me many a sleeplesa 
nigbtl" 

•* Ho can go by Tobb'e Perry, Hatam Limlepags," quidfy 
obe^ved the Colonel, 

"Dobb's Ferry can be very little better than ^at by 
Powlm' Hook," rejoined the tender motfaer. " A ftrry is ■ 
fanj; bbA the UudBoa will be the Hudson, from Albuiy to 
New York. So wmleF U water." 

Ab these were allaelAevideot propoeitione, tbey produced 
a-painein tbedisooune; for men do ttot deal with oKr ideas 
OS Ireely bb Ihey deal with the old. 

» Dera is a way, Evans, as you and I know py expeii* 
ence," resumed ibe Colonel, winking afflin at my father, 
■*to go rount the Hudson alb^et'er. To pe rare, it is a 
long way, i»d a [Ht in the woQta ; but poller to untertitko 
dat, than to hafthe poy loee his I'amin'. Ter journey m^ht 
be made in two HKHit'a, and he nwe the wuss for ter ezep- 
OBG. Ter Mejor nod I were never heartier don when w» 
were operating on the tie't waters of the Hutson. I will loU 
Comy tin real." 

My mother saw that her apprehensions wera laughed at, 
and she bad tito good sense to be silent. The disouesioii 
(Bd not the leas proceed, until it was decided, after an boot 
more of weighing the j>roa and the eoiu, that I was to bs 
senl to Nassau Hall, Newark, New Jersey, and WM to 
awre ftoni that place with the collie, wbeaever that evest 
migtrt bappen. 

■• Tea will aend Dirck there, loo," my fhther added, M 
seen as the affiur in my case was Anally determined. " It 
would be a jnty to separata the boys, after tbey have been 
so long togntber, and have got to be so much used to each 
other. Their cbaraclerB are so identical, too, that they 
are more like brothers than very distant relatives." 

" Dey will like one anot'er all de pettar for pein' e. little 
tiftrenl, den," asewered the Colonel, drily. 

Dirck and I were no mme alike than a bens weomblot 
a mule. 

"Ay, bat Dink ia a hul wbowittdohoMiirt»«Beda> 



e ifl lolid and thoughtful, and leanuDg will not bs 

thrown away on each « youth. Waa be in ^igland, that 
gedale lad might get to be a bishop." 

** I want no pishops in my family. Major Evans ; nor do 
1 want any gr^ Tamin'. None of ua ever saw a collego, 
and we have got on fery Tell. I am a colonel and a mam- 
per ; my lat'er was a colonel and a memper ; and my grand- 
&t'er vouU have peen a colratel and a memper, but dera 
vast no colonels and no mempers in his time ; though Tirck, 
ytmler can he a colonel and a memper, wit'out crosting dat 
terriple ferry that frightena Matam Littlepage so much." 

Thrae was usually a little humour in all Col. Folloctc said 
and did, though it must be Avned it was humour after a 
very Dutch model ; Dutch-built fun, as Mr. Worden used 
to call it. Nevertheless, it was humour; and there was 
enough of Holland in all the junior generations of the Lit- 
tlepages to enjoy iL My father understood him, and my 
mother did not hear the last of the " terriple ferry" until 
not only I, but the college itself, had quilted Newark ; for 
the institution made another remove to Princeton, the place 
where it is now to be found, some time before I got my 
d^ree. 

" You have got on very well without a college education, 
as all must admit, colonel," answered Mr, Worden ; " but 
there is no telling how much better you would have got od, 
bad you been an A. M. You might, in the last case, have 
been a general and a member of the King's council." 

" Dere ist no yeneral in ler colony, the commonder-in- 
chief and His Majesty's representatif excepted," returned 
the colonel. " We are no Yankees, to make yenerala of 
ploughmen." 

Hereupon, the colonel and my father knocked the ashes 
not of their pipes at the same instant, and both laughed,— 
a merriment in which the parson, niy grandfother, my dear 
mother, and f myself joined. Even a negro boy, who was 
ibout my own age, and whose name was Jacob, or Jaap, 
but who was commonly called Yaap, grinned at the jemark, 
fcr be had a sovereign contempt for Yankee Land, and all 
k omtained ; almost as sovereign a contempt as that which 
Yankee I^nd entertained for York itself, and its Dutch 
popoltfioa. Dirck was the only perscHi present who toolwd 
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gmvei but Dirck was habitually as grave and aedale, aa if 
ne bad been born to become a burgomaster. 

" Quite right, Brom," cried my father ; " ealonelt an 
good enough for us ; aad when we do make a man that, 
even, we are a little particular about bis beiog respectable 
and fit for the olEce. Nevertheless, learning will not hurt 
Corny, and to college be shall go, let you do as you please 
with Dirck. So that matlei is settled, and no more need be 
said about it." 

And it was settled, and to college 1 did go, and that by 
the awful Powles' Hook Ferry, in the bargain. Near as we 
lived to town, I paid my first visit to the island of Manhat- 
tan the day my father and itself started for Newark. I 
bad an aunt, who lived in Queen Street, not a very great 
distance from the fort, and she had kindly invited me and 
my father to pass a day with her, on our way to New Jer- 
sey, which invitation had been accepted. In my youth, the 
world in general was not as much addicted lo gadding about 
as it is now getting to be, and neither my grandfather nor 
my father ordinarily went lo town, their calls to the legisla- 
ture excepted, more than twice a year. My mother's visits 
were still less frequent, although Mrs, Legge, my aunt, was 
her own sister. Mr. Legge was a lawyer of a good deal of 
reputation, but he was inclined to be in the opposition, or 
espoused the popular side in politics ; and there could be no 
great cordiality between one of that frame of mind and our 
family. I remember we had not been in the bouse an hour, 
before a warm discussion took place between my uncle and 
my father, on the question of the right of the su^octto can- 
vass the acts of the government. We had left home imme- 
diately afler an early breakfast, in order to reach town be- 
fore dark { but a long detention at the Harlem Ferry, com- 
pelled us to dine in that village, and it was quite night be- 
fore we stopped in Queen Street. My aunt ordered supper 
early, in order that we might get early to bed, to recover 
from our fatigue, and be ready for sight-seeing nest day. 
Wb sat down to supper, therefore, in less than an hour afler 
aur arrival ; and it was while we were at table that the dis- 
cussion I have mentioned took place. It would seem that a 
party had been got up in town among the disloyal, and I 
might almost say, the disafiected, which claimed for tba 
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■alject the rigbt lo know in what mBDner every shilfing of 
tbe money raised by taxation was ei^uded. This very 
divioualy improper iaterference with matters that did iK)t 
belong to thcin, on the port of the ruled, waa resisted by the 
rulers, and that with energy ; inasmuch aa such inquiries 
and investigations would naturally lead to results that might 
bring authority into discredit, make the governed presuming 
and prying in their dispositions, and cause much derange- 
ment and inconvenience to the regular and salutary action 
of government. My father took the negative of tbe pn^>o> 
sitioo, while my uncle maintained its affirmative. I well 
remember that my poor aunt looked uneasy, and tried to 
divert tbe discourse by exciting our curiositv on a new 
subject. 

" Corny has been particularly lucky in having come to 
town just as be has, since we shall have a sort of gala-day, 
to-morrow, for the blocks and the children." 

I was not in the least ofiended at bang thus associated 
with the negroes, for tbey mingled in most of tbe amuse- 
ments of us young people ; but I did not quite so well tike to 
be ranked with the children, now I was fourteen, and on my 
way to college. Notwithstanding this, 1 did not fail to be- 
tray an interest in what was to come next, by my counte- 
nance. As for my feiber, be did not hesitate abrat asking 
an ^cplauation. 

" The news came in this morning, by a fast-sailing alot^ 
that the Patroon of Albany is on his way to New York, in 
his coach -and-four, and with two out-riders, and that he may 
be expected to reach town in the course of to-morrow. 
Several of my acquaintances have conseulad to let th^ 
children go out a little way into tbe country, to see hint 
come in ; end, as for the blacks, you know, it is just as welt 
to give tbem ^emunon to be of ttio party, aa Imlf of Iheai 
would otherwise go without asking it." 
_ " This will be a capital opportunity to let Corny aee a 
little <^ the worid," cried my iather, " and I would not have 
him misa it (m any account. Besides, it is useful to teach 
young people early, the profitable lesson of honouring their 
superiors and seniors." 

" In that sense it may do," growled my uncle, who, 
Ifaoiigh ao much of a latitadina ri an k his poUticoi oj^niou. 
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aemr Mted to iaodeate all uaeTul and neceosarr maxiiiM 
fbr prirate life ; ** the Patroon of Albany being one of the 
moet respectable and affluent of all our gei^ry, I have do 
objections ta Corny'B going to see that sight ; and, ! hope, 
my dear, yoa wiH let both Pompey and Ceesar be of the 
putT> It wont hurt Ae fellows to see tiie manner in which 
(be Patroon has fais canity kept and horses groomed," 

PtHnpey and Oesar were of the party, though the latter 
did not join us nntil Pompey had taken me all round the' 
town, to see the principal wghts ; it being understood that 
the Patroon had slept at Kingsbridge, and would not be 
lik^ to reach town uutit near noon. New York was cer- 
tainly not the place, in 1751, it is today; nevertheless, it 
was a large and important town, even when 1 went to col- 
lie, coBtaiinng not leas than twelve thousand souls, blacks 
indnded. TheTewnHallisamaniificent structure, stand- 
ing at the head of Bread Street; and thither Pompey led me, 
even before my unit had come down to breakfast. I could 
scarcely odmiie timtfiBC ed£ce sufficiently ; which, Jbr size, 
architecture and posittcn, has scarcdy now an equal in all 
the cebnies. It is true, that the town has much improved, 
within Ae last twenty years ; but York was a noble place, 
eran in the middle of this c^itury ! After breakfast, Pom- 
pey and I proceeded up Broadway, commenciu^ near the 
fort, at the Bowling Green, and walking some distance la- 
yond the head of Wall Street, or quite a quarter of a mile. 
Nor did the town stop here; tbou^ its principal extent is, 
or was then, aloi^ the margin of the EW River, Trinity 
Churdi I could htu-dly admire enough either ; fbr, it appeared 
to me, that it was large enough to contain all the church- 
people in the colony." It was a venerable structure, vhich 

* TIm intelligiBnt nwhr will, erf' atarwm, propcrij Bp|»*eulB Ibo 
^tninual ulnuntioii of Mr- Iiiukfua, wba Dstorallj ftaaind hi> 



bnmed in the Eteat 
Am peace of 1783, h 



hu ftlKwdj given [Jac 



■hall niMeed tbia, which shall be u much largar ukd man elalMnded 
tbaa thu b oompued la its p w fc e i — or, uid ttUl anotbei ahall nio> 
Med, whieh shall Iwar tbs aaiae reUtiMi to that, then tba eouaHy will 
poMMuadifieetiiBtiiaaakvdwitlitbe Sntnta flotbio e«a» 
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Iwd then ttit the beota of summer and the enowa of winter 
oo its roo& and walla, neu half acentnry, anditBtill Blanda 
a moDumeDt of pioua zeal and cultivated taste. There were 
other churches, belonging to other denominatiooa, of course, 
Ifaat were well worthy of being seen ; to say nothing of the 
markets. I thought I aerersbauldtireof gaungat themag* 
nificence of the shops, particularly the silversmiths' ; some 
of which must here bad a thousand dollars' worth of plale 
in their wiodows, or otherwise in si^^t. I might say oa 
much of the other shops, too, which attracted a just pcwtioa 
of my admiration. 

Abo«it eleven, the number of children and blacks that 
were seen walking towards the Bowery Hoad, gave us notice 
that it was time to be moving in that direction. We were 
in the upper part of Broadway, at the time, and Pompey 
proceeded forthwith to fall into the current, making all the 
basle he could, as it was thought the traveller might pass 
down towards the East River, and get into Queen Street, 
before we could reach the point at which he would diverge. 
[t is true, the old town residence of Stephen de Lancey, 
which stood at the head of Broadway, just above Trinity,* 
bad been coDverted into a tavern, and wc did not know but 
the Patroon might choose to alight there, as it was then the 
prindpal inn of the town; still, most people preferred 
Queen Street; and the new City Tavern was ho much out 
of the way, that strangers in particular were not fond of 
frequenting it. Csemr came up, much out of breath, juat 
as we got into the country. 

Quitting Broadway, wo went along the country road 
that then diverged (o the cast, but which is now getting to 
contain a sort of suhurb, and passing the road that leads 

dnLcrobilBctaie of Europe. It would be idle to protend thtt the new 
Trinity is withoot &iilta ; some of which ere probaUj the reanlt of 
circomBtancea and necenityi but, if the reepeotable architect wha 
hoi built it, bad no other merit, be would deserve tbe gratitude of 
everj man of lagte in the country, by placing ehnrch.towcrs of a 
proper comporatiTe breadth, dignity and proportions, before the eyes 
of its piqnjlstion. The diminnlJiB mBonneM of American chnreh- 
towero, tua been an eyejn^e to every inttttigttii, trsnlled Ameiicul, 
rime tlw country w«a settled. — Bditm. 
* 11w fits of tbe pTcmnt CS^ Hotel^-Eo. 
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ioto Queen Street, we felt mora certaiD of meeting the Int- 
Tdler, whose carriage we soon learned had not gone by. Ai 
tbeie were and are several taverns for country people io 
this quarter, most of us went quite into the country, pro- 
ceeding as far as the villas of the Bayards, de Lanceya, 
and other persons of mark ; of which there are several 
along the Bower; Road. Our party stopped under soma 
cherry-trees, that were not more than a mile from town, 
nearly opposite to Lt Gov. de Lancey's country-house;* 
hut many boys &c. went a long long way into the country, 
finishmg the day hy nutting and gathering apples in the 
grounds of Petersfield and Rosehill, the country residencea 
of the iJtuyvesant and Watt, or, as the last is now called 
the Walts, families. I was desirous of going thus far my- 
self, for I had heard much of both of those grand places ; 
but Pompey told me it would be necessary to be back for 
dinner by halfipast one, his mistress having consented to 
postpone the hour a. little, in order to indulge my natural 
desire to see all I could white in town. 

We were not altogether children and blacks who were 
out on the Bowery Road that day, — many tradesmen were 
among us, the leathern aprons making a goodly parade on 
the occasion. I saw one or two persons wearing swords, ho- 
vering round, in the lanes and in the woods, — proof that even 
gentlemen had some desire to see so great a person as the Pa- 
troon of Albany pass. I shall not atop to say much of the 
trtmdt of the Palroon. He came by about noon, as was ex- 
pected, and in his coach-and-four, with two outriders, coach- 
man, &c. in liveries, as is usual in the families of tho gentry, 
and with a team of heavy, black, Dutch-looking horses, 
that I remember Cffisar pronounced to be of the true Flemish 
breed. The Palroon himself was a sightly, well-dressed 
gentleman, wearing a scarlet coat, flowing wig, and cocked 
hat; and I observed that the handle of his sword was 
of solid silver. But my father wore a sword with a solid 
silver handle, too, a present from my grandfather when the 
former first entered the army.t He bowed to the salutations 

* Now, do Loacey Street.— flo. 

tHia patroon mu«t b&VB been Jeremiah Vsn R«nMiUer, who lived 
to be « baohelor of fbtt; beibie he married. If then be no aaaclire- 
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be rec^ved ia passing, and I thought all the speclatora were 
pleased with the noble eight of seeing such an equipage pass 
into the town. , Such a sight does not occur every day in 
the colonies, and I felt esceediogly happy that it had been 
my privilege to witness it. 

A little incident occurred to Riyself that rendered this 
day long memorable to me. Among the spectators assem- 
bleid along the road od this occasion, were several groups 
of girls, who belonged to the better class, and who had been 
induced to come out into the country, either led by ctiriosity 
or by the management of the different sable nurses who had 
them in charge. In one of these groups was a '^rl of 
about ten, or possibly of eleven years of age, whose dresSf 
air, and mien, early attracted my attention. I thought her 
large, bright, full, blue eye, particularly winning j and boys 
of fourteen are not altc^ether insensible to beauty in the 
other sex, though they are posubly induced oAener to re- 
gard it in those who are older than in those who are younger 
than themselves. Pompey happened to be acquainted with 
Silvy, the ne^ress who had the care of my little beauty, to 
whom he bowed, and addressed as Miss Anneke (Anna Cor- 
nelia, abbreviated). Anneke I thought a very pretty name 
too, end some little advances were made towards an ac- 
quaintance by meaiis of an ofiering of some fruit that I had 
gathered by the way-side. Things were making a con- 

nim, this gentlenuui married Misa Vui Corlluidt, one of the aereti 
dugiilen of Stephaalu Van Cortlaudt, who wu proprietor of the 



wu Ibe piindpal peraooage of the coIod^. The teven daughter! of 
thii Colonel Van Cortlandt, bv mairying iota the fiunilies of de Lao. 
eej. Bayard, Vui SelUellBer, BeekDum.M'Oregar — Skinner, Sui. &,c 
■BOwhttogetharaCMUMClion that ma kuig> ftlt in the political &^ra 
of l&w York. Hie Sohaylen were related through a previoui mar. 
riafs^ Bad aiuif of the Long Iiland and other &aiilies of waig-ht bj 
ama elliuiees. This oonnection formed the court part;, which waj 
teaiitEd b; an opposition led by the LiTinnloDB, Morria, and other 
aimcs of tieir eonnectioD. This old bachelor, Jeremiah Van Benaei- 
laer, belieiing- he would nerer marry, alienated, in behalf of Jiia ne«t 
bmthei and anticipated heir, the Greenbmh and daVBrack eatate*,— 
pottioni of thow Ta»t poMeasions which, in our day, and principalty 



Iba preteit for viola^nr aome of the plainert law* of aioialitj that 
God baa ■'■atiMnni-^ti^ Iq maa. — Emioa. 
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dderable proneas, and I had asked several questions, such 
as whether 'Miss Anneke had ever seen a patrooD,' whick 
* was the greatest personage, a patroon or a governor, 
whether * a aoblenuin who had lately been in the colony, aa 
a military officer, or the patroon, would be likely to havo 
the finest coach,' when a butcher's boy, who was passing, 
rudely knocked an apple out of Anneke's hand, and cauaed 
hpr to shed a tear. 

J look fire at this tinproroked outrage, and lent the fellow 
a dig in the ribs that gave him to understand the young 
lady had a protector. My chap was about my own age 
and waght, and he surveyed me a minute with a species m 
contempt, and then beckoned me to follow him into as 
orchard that was hard by, but a little out of sight. In sfute 
of Anneke's entreaties I went, and Pompey and Cesar fol- 
lowed, Wb had both stripped before the negroes got up, 
for they were in a hot discussion whether I was to be per- 
mitted to fight or not. Pompey maintained it would ke^ 
dinner waiting ; but Cnsar, who had the most bottom, aa 
became his name, insisted, as I had given a blow, 1 waa 
bound to render satisfaction. Luckily, Mr. Worden waa 
very skilful at boxing, and he had given bolh Dirck and 
myself many lessons, ao that I soon found myself the best 
fellow. I gave the butcher's boy a bloody nose and a black 
eye, when he gave in, and I came off victor; not, however, 
without a facer or two, that sent me to college with a repu- 
tation I hardly merited, or that of a regular pugilist. 

When I returned to the road, after this breathing, Anneke 
had disappeared, and I was so shy and silly as not to ask 
her family name from Ctesai the Great, or Pompey tho 



■ PrgMonoad Oa-tiijMif, I beliore. — Ei>Taa 
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CHAPTER m. 



•• Bttine ma, tkoa Ukest of an ■dminble conceited fellow. Hu 
Maoji oabniiled-WareiT'' 

"Fr'jIfaMibiiiig blmint ud lel bim •pproaeh Mngins-" 

WMv'(31ifa. 

I aiiTa no ifitention oC taking the reader with roe through 
college, where I renudoed tho usual tenn of four yean. 
TitEK four years were not idbd away, as sometiiiieB happens, 
but were fairly improved. 1 rend all of the New Testament, 
in Greek ; several of Cicero's Oratioiu ; eveiy line of 
Honoe, Satires and Odes ; four hooks of the Iliad ; TuUy 
de Oralore, throughout ; besides paying proper attsntioa to 
sBography, mathematics, and other of the usual hranches. 
IIoibI philoeoph^, in particular, waa closely attended to, 
Kxaor year, as well as Astronomy. We had a telescopv 
thitt slrawed us all tour of Jupiter's moons. In other re- 
jects, Nassau migfat be called the seat of learning. One 
<ij' eur class purchased a second-hand copy of Euripides, in 
town, and we had it in college all of six months ; though it 
was never nq' good fortune to see it, as the young man who 
owned it, was not much diqraeed to let profane eyes view 
his Ireaaure. Nevertheless, I am certain the copy erf* the 
work was in cotk^ ; and we took good care to let the Yale 
Bien beer of it more than once. I do not believe tkty ever 
«w even the outside of an Euripides. As for the telescope, 
I can testify of my own knowledge ; having seen the moons 
of Jupiter as often as ten times, with my own eyes, aided 
by its anqgnifiers. We bad a tutor who was expert among 
Ae ator^ and who, it was geoeially believed, would have 
been able to see the ring of &itum, could he have Ibnnd the 
plaaet ; which, as it turned out, be was unable to do. 

My four college years were very happy jenn. The va- 
catiMis came (rfira, and I went home invariably ; passing a 
day or two with my aunt Legge, in going or coming. Th» 
•cquiutioB of knowledge vres always agreeable to me ; and 
I may say it witbout vanity, I trust, at this time of life, I 
fA tka duid bononr of my claas. We ahoold bavs gn4a- 
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ated four, but one of our class tu compelled to quit us at 
the &^ of junior year, on account of his health. He waa 
an unuBually hard student, and it waa geoerally admitted 
that he would have taken the first honour bad he renuiDed. 
We were thought to acquit ourselves with credit at the com- 
mencement ; although I aflerwarda beard my groadiatbaf 
tell Mr. Warden, that he waa of opinion the addi^ses would 
have berai more maaculiue and commendable, had less been 
said of the surprising growth, prosperity, and power of the 
colonies. He had no objection to the encouragement of a 
•OHud, healthful, patriotic feeling; but to him it appeared 
that something more novel might have better pleased the 
audience. This may have been true, as all three of us had 
something to say on the subject ; and it is a proof how much 
we thought alike, that our language waa aJmost as closely 
assimilated as our ideas. 

As for tiie Powles Hook Ferry, it was an unpleasant place 
I will allow ; though by the time I was junior I thought 
aothing of it. My modier, however, was glad when it was 
passed for the last time. I remember the very first worda 
that escaped her, alter she had kissed me on my final return 
from college, were, " Well, Heaven be praised, Corny I 
you will never again have any occasion to cross that fright- 
ful ferry, now college is completely done with T' My 
poor mother little knew how much greater dangers I was 
■tibaequently cfdied on to encounter, in another direction. 
Nor was she minately accurate in her anticipations, since I 
bare crossed Ibe leixy in question, several times in later life ; 
the distances not appearing to be as great, of late years, aa 
tbey certainly seemed to be in my youth. 

It was a feather in a young man's cap to have gone through 
college, in 1756, which was the year I graduated. It is true, 
the University men, who had been home for their learning, 
were more or less numerous ; but they were of a class that 
held itself aloof from the smaller gentry, and most of them 
vere soon placed in office, adding the dignity of public trusts 
to their acquisitions — the former in a manner overshadowing 
the latter. But, I was nearer to the body of the community, 
and my position admitted more of comparative excellence, 
as it mi^t be. Mo one thinks of certain habits, opinions, 
n the circle where tbay are e 
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to be Ibund ; but, it is a difiemit thing vbeie all, or any of 
these peculiariliea form the exception. I am aftaid mora 
was anticipated from my college education than baa ever 
been realized ; but I will say this for my Aima Mater, that 
1 sm not conscious my acquisitions at college have ever been 
of any disadvantase to me; and I rather think they have, 
in some degree at least, contributed to the little success that 
has attended my humble career. 

I kept up my intimacy with Dirck Pollock, during the 
whole time I remained at college. He continued the claasice 
with Mr. Worden, for two years after I left the school ; but 
I could not discover that his progress amounted to anythiiu; 
worth mentioniog. The master used to tell the Colonel, 
that " Dirck's progresa was slow and sure ;" and tbis did 
not &il to satisfy a man who bad a constitutional aversion 
to much of the bead-over-heels rate of doing things among 
tbe English population. Col. Follock, as we always called 
him, except when my father or giandfatber asked him to 
drink a glass of wine, or drank his health in the first glass 
oiler the cloth was removed, when he was invariably Ayled 
Col. Van Yalkenbur^h, at full length ; but Col. Follock was 
quite content that bis son and heir should know no more 
than he knew himself, after making proper allowances ibr 
tbe difference in years and experience. By the time I re- 
turned home, however, a material change had been made 
in tbe school. Mr. Worden fell heir to a moderate compe- 
tency at home, and he gave up teaching, n business he had 
never liked, accordingly. It was ev«i thought he was a 
abade less zealous in his parochial duties, after the acquisi- 
lion of this fifty pounds sterling a-year, than he had previ- 
ously been ; though I am far from insisting on the fact's 
bnng sa At any rate, it was not in tbe power of £50 per 
annum to render Mr. Worden apathetic on the subject of tbe 
church ,* for he continued a most zealous churchman down 
to the hour of his death; and this was something, even ad- 
mitting that he was not quite so zealous as a Christian. 
The church being tbe repository of the faith, if not the faith 
(self, it follows that its friends are akin to religion, though 
not absolutely religious. I have always liked a man the 
bmer for being what I call a sound, waim-hearted chuicb 
man, though his habits may have been a little free. 
4» 
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It w&a aeceaanry to supply the place left Tac«nt by tb« 
emigration oC Mr. Worden, (K to abaodoa a scho^ that had 
got to bo the nucleus of knowledge in Westchester, There 
waa a natural desire, at first, to obtain another scholar from 
home ; but no such person ofiering, a Yale College graduate 
waa accepted, though not without suadry rebellions, and 
plenty of distrust. The momeot be appeared, Ck>l. Pollock, 
and Major Nicholas Oothout, aaother respectable Dutch 
neighbour, withdrew tbdr sons ; and from that hour Dirck 
never went to school again. It is true, Westchester was 
not property a Dutch county, like Rockland, and Albany, 
and Orange, and several others along the river ; but it had 
many respectable families in it, of that extraction, without 
alluding to such heavy people as the Van Cortlanda, Felipaes, 
Beektnans, and two or three others of that stamp. Most of 
our important county families had a diSerent origin, as in 
tbecaaeof the Morrises, of Morrisania, andof the Manor of 
Pordham, the Pells, of Pdham, the Heathcotes, of Maman- 
neck, the branch of the de I^aceys, at West Farms, tha 
Jays, of Rye, &c., fee. All these came of the English, or 
the Huguenot stock. Among these last, more or leas Dutch 
blood was to be found, however ; though Dutch prejudices 
were a good deal weakened. Although few of these persons 
sent their boys to this school, they were consulted in the 
selection of a master ; and I have always supposed that 
their indifference was the cause that the county findly ob- 
tained the services of a Yankee, frwn Yale. 

The name of the new pedagogue was Jason Newcome, 
or, as he pronounoed the latter appellation hims^f, Noo- 
come. As he afibeled a pedantio way of pronouncing the 
last syllable tong, or as it was spelt, he rather called him- 
self Noo-comb, instead of NewciUm, ob is the English mode, 
whence he soon got (he nick~naine of Jason Old ConA 
among the boys ; the lank, orderly arrangenwnt of his jet* 
black, and somewhat greasy-ktoking looks, contributing 
their share towards procuring for him the lobriqttety as I 
believe the French call it. As tins Mr. Newcome will have 
a material part to play in the succeeding portions of this 
narrative, it may he well to be a little won minute in bii 



I found JasoQ fiiUj establislied in the school, on my n 
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turn dfom coH^«. I remember m met very much [ike 
liro Btraoge birds, that see each other for the first time on 
the same duaghill ; or two quadrupeds, in their original io- 
terview in a commoD herd. It was New Haven against 
Newark ; though the institution, alter making as many mi- 
gretioDs as the House of Loretto, finally settled down at 
Princeton, a short time before I took my degree. I was 
consequently ebtilted to call myself a graduate of Newark,^ 
a sort (^scholar that is quite as great a ouriosity in the country 
Bs a Queen Anne's farthhig, or a book printed in ihe fifteenth 
century. I renember Ihe first evening we two spent in 
company, as well as if the meeting occurred onty last night. 
It was at Salanstoe, and Mt, Wordcn was present. Jason 
bad a liberal suf^ly of puritmicttl notions, which were bred 
in-and-in in his moral, and I had almost said, in his physical 
system ; nerertbetess, he oonld unbend ; and 1 did not fell 
lo observe that very evening, a gleam of covert enjoyment 
on bis sombre countenance, as the bot-stufi*, the cards, and 
the jApes were produced, an hour or two before supper,— « 
meal we always had hot and comfortable. This covert 
sacisfaotion, however, was not exhibited without certain 
mt^ving looks, bb if the neophyte in these innocent en 
joyments distrusted his right to possess his share. I re- ' 
member in parlioutar, when my mother laid two or threa 
new, clean packs of cards on tbe table, that Jason cast a 
stealthy gl&nce over his shoulder, as if to make certain that 
the act was i»ot noted by the minister, or the "nfflghbours." 
The neighbours! — what a oontemotihlo being a man be- 
comes, who lives in constant dreaa fif tin commeDta and 
jndgments of these social supervisors 1 and what a wietch, 
tiie habit <^ deferring lo no principle better than their deci 
aon has mads many a being, who has bad originally the 
materialftof something better in tiiri, than has been deve- 
hped by the tureeiitanee of ignorance, envy, vulgarity, 
gossiping and lying! In those esses in which edueatioo, 
sodal position, opportunities and experience have made any 
material difference between the parties, the man who yields 
to such a government, exhibits the picture of a giant held 
in bondage by a pigmy. I have always remarked, too, that 
Stay wbo are hi^t qualified lo sit in' this neighbourfaood- 
tribwud) gmmQy keep most dooT bom it, aa rept^nant to 
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their tastes and haluts, thus leaviog ita deciBtona lo the pot 
tion of the coromuDity leaat qualified to make such as are 
either juat or enlightened. 

I f^t a diapositioD to laugh outright, at the nuuiaer in 
which Jason betrayed a aneaktng conaciousness of crime, 
as he saw my meek, innoceQl, simple-minded, just and 
warm-hearted mother lay the carda on the table that even- 
ing. His sense of guilt was purely conventional, whiJa 
my mother's sense of' innocence existed in the absence of 
ftlse instruction, and in the purity of her intentions. One 
had been taught no exaggerated and false notion of sin,— 
nay, a notion that is impious, as it is clearly impbus in 
man to torture acts that are perfectly innocent, per ae, into 
formal transgressions of the law of God, — >while the other had 
been educated under the narrow and exaggerated notions 
of a provincial sect, and had obtained a species of con 
science that was purely dependent on his miserable school- 
ing. I heard m^ grandfather say that Jason actually showed 
the white of hu eyes tlie first time he saw Mr. Wordea 
begin to deal, and be still looked, the whole time we were 
at whist, as if he expected some one might enter, and tell 
of his delinquency. I soon discovered that Jason had 
a much greater dread of being told of, than of doing such 
things as taking a hand at whist, or drinking a glass of 
punch, from which I inferred his true conscience drew per- 
ceptible distinctions between the acts and the penalties he 
had be0B Rccuatomed to see inflicted on them. He was 
much disposed to a certain sort of irsilty ; but it was a 
■oeaking dispoeitioa to the last. 

£ut, the amusing part of the exhitution, that first eveDin|[ 
(^ our DCquaiutauce, waa Mr. Warden's showing off his 
successor's familiarity with the clasaioa. Jason had not the 
smallest notion of quantity ; and he prouoimced the Latin 
very much as one would read Mohawk, from a vocabulary 
made out by a hunter, or a savant of the French Academy. 
As 1 had received the benefit of Mr. Woiden's own inatruc* 
tion, I could do better, and, generally, my knowledge of the 
classics went beyond that of Jason's. The latter's English, 
too, was long a source of amusement with ua all, though my 
grandfather oilen expressed strong disgust at it. Even C<X 
Pollock did not scruple to laugh at NewciHse'a P-ngliihi 
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vlucli, as be iiequently took occanon to ny, " hat a ierry 
remtukBple sount to it," As this peculiarity of Jasoa's ex- 
teaded a good way into the AnglO'Saxon race, in the part 
of the countrv in which he was born, it may bo well tc 
explain what I mean a little more at large. 

Jason waa the son of on ordinary Connecticut Aimer, of 
the usual associations, and with no other prelensioB to edu- 
cation than Buch as was obtained in a conuaon school, or any 
reading which did not include the Scriptuies, Bome hair 
dozen volumes of sermons and polemical works, all the 
latter of which were vigorously as well as narrowly onesided, 
and a few books that had been exoreasly written to praiso 
New England, and to undervalue all the rest of Ibe earth. 
As the family knew nothing of the world beyond the limits 
of its own township, and an occasional visit to HartfoH, on 
what is called " election-day," Jason's early lile waa neces- 
sarily of the most contracted experience. His English, as 
a matter of course, was just that of his neighbourhood and 
class of life ; which was far from being either very elegant 
or very Doric. But on this rustic, proriocial, or rather, 
hamlet foundation, Jason had reared a superstnicture of 
New Haven finish and proportions. As he kept school 
before he went to college, while he was in college, and after 
he left college, the whole energies of his nature became 
strangely directed to just such rearms of language as would 
be apt to strike the imagination of a pedagogue of his ca- 
libre. In the first place, he had brought from home with 
him a great number of sounds that were decidedly vulgar 
and vicious, and with these in full existence in himself, he 
had commraced his system of reform on other people. As 
is common with all tyros, he fended a very little knowledge 
sufficient authority for very great theories. His first step 
was to improve the language, by adapting sound to spelling 
and he insisted on calhng angel, an-gel, because a-n spelt 
an ; chamber, eham-bet, for the same reason ; and bo on 
through a long catalogue of similarly constructed words. 
"English," he did not pronounce as "Ingliah," but as "Ettg' 
lish," for instuice; and "nothing" (anglice nuthing), as 
noth-iag; or, perhaps, it were better to say " nawthin','* ■ 
'While Jason showed himself so much of a purist with these 
and many other words, he was guilty of some of the grossest 
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posaible mivtakes, that were directlyinopposUionto his om 
theory. Thus, while he affectedly pronounced "none," 
(nun,) as " known," he did not scruple to call " stone," 
' stun," and " home," " hum." The idea of pronouncing 
*' clerk," as it should be, or " dark," greatly shocked him, 
OS itdid local! "hearth," "h'arth;" though he did jiot hesitate 
to call thia good earth of ours, the " 'arth." " Been," he 
pronounced " ben," of course, and " roof," he called " ruff," 
in spile of all bis purism. 

From the foregoing specioiens, half a dozen among a 
thousand, the leader wjll get aa accurate notion of thia 
weaknesa in Jason's character. It waa heightened by the 
lact that the young man commenced hia education, sach as 
it was, late in life, and it ia rare indeed Uiat either know- 
ledge or tastes thus acquired are entirely free from exag. 
geration. Though Jason was several years my aenior, lika 
myself be waa a recent graduate, and it wiLL be easy 
enough to imagine the numberless discussions that took 
place between ua, on the subject of our respeclivB aci^uisi- 
tions. I say ' respective,' instead of mutual acquisitions, 
because there was nothing mutual about it, or Aem. Neither 
our classics, our philosophy, nor our mathematics would 
seem to have been the same, but each man apparently had 
a science, or a language of his own, and which had been 
derived from the institution where he bad been taught. In 
the classics I was much the strongest, particularly in the 
quantities, but Jason had the best of it in mathematics. In 
spite of his conceit, his vulgarity, his English, his provin- 
cialism, and the awkwardness with which he wore hia tar- 
dily acquired information, this man had strong points about 
him, and a native shrewdness that would have told much 
more in his favour had it not been accompanied by a cer- 
tain evasive manner, that caused one constantly to auepect 
bis sincerity, and which oilen induced those who were ac- 
customed to him, to imagine he had a sneaking propensity 
that rendered him habitually hypocritical. Jason held New 
York in great contempt ; a feeling he was not always dis- 
posed to conceal, and of necessity his comparisons were 
. usually made with the stale of things in Connecticut, and 
much to the advantage of the latter. To one thing, how- 
ever, he was much disposed to defei, and that ww jbob^. 

.Coo.;lc 
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Cooaecticul had not then, nor has ii now, a siDgle indivi- 
dual who would be termed rich in New York i and Jaaan, 
spite of hia proviDcial conceit, spite of his overweeaing no- 
tiooa of moral and intellectual superiority, could no more 
prevent this profound deference for wealth, than he could 
substitute for a childhood of vulgarity and neglect, [he grace, 
refinement and knowledge which the boys of the more for- 
tunate clasEes in life obtain as it might be without knowing 
it. Yes, JasoQ bowed down to the golden calf, in spite of 
bis puritanism, his love of liberty, hi^ pretension to equality 
and the general strut of his disposition and manner. 

Such is an outline of the character and qualifications of the 
man whom I found, on my return from college, at the head 
of Mr. Worden'a school. We soon became acquainted, and 
I do not know which got the most ideas from the other, jp 
course of the first fortnight. Our convuvation and argu- 
ments were free, almo^ to rudeness, and little mercy waa 
shown to our respective prejudices. Jason was ultra level- 
ing in bis notions of social intercourse, while I had the 
opinions of my own colony, in which the distinctions of 
classes are far more strongly marked than is usual in New 
England, out of Bosttxi, and its immediate nssocialioo. Still 
Jason deferred to names, as well as money, though it was 
in a way very difierent from my own. New England was, 
and is, lo}^l to the crown ; but having the right to nanae 
many of its own governors, and possessing many other 
political privileges through tEtc charters that were granted to 
her people, in order to induce them to settle that portion of 
tLe continent, they do not always manifest the feeling in a 
way to be agreeable to those who have a proper reverence 
lor the crown. Among other points, growing out of this 
di^rence in training, Jason and I had sundry arguments on 
the sul^ect of professions, trades and callings. It was evi- 
dent he fancied the occupation of a schoolmaster next in 
honour to that of a clergyman. The clergy fornted a spe- 
cies of aristocracy, according to his notions ; hut no man 
could commence life under more favourable auspices, than 
by taking a school. The following dialogue occurred be- 
tween us, on this subject ; and I was so much struck with 
cm novelty of my companion's notttHu, as to moke a note of 
it, as Booo at wb ported. 

D,mi,.=db,Goo>tlc 
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" I wonder your folks don't think of giving you sutlua' 
to do, Corny, commenced Jason, one day, after our ao. 
quainlanco had ripened into a sort of belligerent intimacy. 
*' You 'is near nineteen, now, and ought to begin to think 
of bringiog suthin' in, to pay for all the outgoin's." 

By " your folks," Jason meant the family of LiUlepage; 
and the blood of that family quickened a little within me, 
at the idea of being profitably employed, in the manner in- 
timated, because 1 had reached the mature and profitable 



" I do not understand you exactly, Mr. Newcome, bj 
your iHingtng something in," answered I, with dignity 
enough to put a nwin of ordinary delicacy on his guard. 

" Bringiog suthin' in is good English, I hope, Mr. Little- 
page. I mean that your edicalion has cost your folks 
enough to warrant tb^ in calling on you for a little into- 
rest. How much do you suppose, now, has been spent on 
your edication, beginning at the time you first went to Mr, 
Worden, and leaving off the day you quitted Newark?" 

" Really, I have not the smallest notion ; the subject has 
never crossed my niind." 

" Did the old folks never say anything to you about ill 
—never foot up tbe total 1" 

" I am sure it is not easy to see how this could be done, 
for I could not help them in the least." 

" But your father's books would tell that, as doubtless it 
all stands charged against you." 

" Stands charged against me ! — How, sir ! do you imagine 
my father makes a charge in a book against me, whenever 
he pays a few pounds for my education 1" 

" Certainly ; how else could he tell how much you have 
had? — though, on reflection, as you are an only child, it 
does not make so much difibrence. You probably will get 
all, in tbe end." 

" And had I a brother, or a sister, do yon imagine, Mr. 
Newcome, each shilling we spent would be set down in a 
book, as chaises against us V 

" How else, in natur', could it be known which had had 
the most, or any sort of justice be done between you V 

"Justice would bo done, by our common father's giving 
lo each just as much of hia own n^ctpey qs tw might see lit. 

.Coo.;lc 
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What is it to me, tf he chose lo give my brother a few hUD- 
dred pounds more than he chose to give to me? Tlie money 
is his, and he may do with it as he choose." 

"An hundred pounds is an awful sight of money !" ex- 
claimed Jason, betraying by his countenance how deeply ha 
felt [he truth of this. " If you have had money in such 
lai^ sums, so much the more reason why you should set 
about doing suthin' to repay the old gentleman. Why not 
get up a school V 

" Sir !" 

" Why not set up a school, I aay? You might have had 
this of mine, had you been a little older; but once in, faat 
in, with me. Still, schools are wanted, and you might get 
a tolerable good recommend. I dare aay your tutor would 
furDish a certificate." 

This word " recommend" was used by Jason for "recom- 
mendation ;" the habit of putting verbs in the places of eub- 
stanlivcs, and vice versa, being much in vogue with him, 

•' And do you really think that one who is destined to 
inherit Satanstoe, would act advisedly to set up a school 1 
Recollect, Mr. Newcome, that my father and grandfather 
have both borno the king's commission ; and that the last 
bears it, at this very moment, through his representative, the 
Governor." 

" What of all that? What better business is there than 
keeping a good school 1 If you are high in your notions, 
get to be made a tutor in that New Jersey college. Recol- 
lect that • tutor in a college is somebody. I did hope for 
such a place, but having a Governor's son against me, as a 
candidate, there was no chance." 

" A Governor's son a candidate for a tutorship in a col- 
lege ! You are pleased to trifle with me, Mr. Newcome." 

" It 's true as the gospel. You thought some smaller fish 
put me down, but he was the son of the Governor. But, 
why do you give that vulgar name to your father's farm — ■ 
Satanstoe is not decent; yet. Corny, I've heard you use 
it before your own mother I" 

" That you may hear every day, and my mother use it, 
too, before her own son. What fault do you find with thp 
name of Satanstoe 1" 

*« Fault ! — In the first place it u irreligiotu and proftnej 
9 
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dien it is ungenleel and vulgar, and only fit to bo used Id 
low company. Moreover, it is opposed to history and 
Tevelation, the Evil One having a huff, if you will, but no 
toes. Such a name couldn't stand a fortoight before public 
opioioQ in New England." 

" Yes, tliat may be very true ; but we do not caro 
enough for His Satanic Mnjesty \a the colony of New York, 
to treat him with so much deference. As for the * bufls,* 
as you call (hem " 

" Why, what do you call 'em, Mr. Littlepage I" 

" Hoofs, Mr. Newcome j that is the New York pronuD- 
ciation of the word." 

" I care nothing ibr York pronunciation, which every- 
body knows is Dutch and full of corruptions. You'll never 
do anything worth speaking of in this colony, Corny, until 
you pay more attention to your schools." 

*■ I do not know what you call attention, Mr. Jaeon, unlesa 
we have paid it already. Here, I have the caption, or 
latber preamble of a law, on that very subject, that I copied 
out of the statute-book on purpose to show you, and which 
J will now read in order to prove lo you bow things really 
itand in the colony," 

" Read away," rejoined Jason, with an air of sufficioit 
disdain. 

Read I did, and in the following sententious and compre- 
benaive language, viz : — " Whereas the youth of ihib colony 
are found, by manifold experience, to be not inferior in 
dieir natural geniuses to the youth of any other«ountry in 
the world, therefote be it enacted, &c."* 

■TTiis qootslion would %eem to be iccnnite, uid it i« tomewhst 
enrions to trioa the tbbsou wb; a prsunble m lin^hr ilioald hiTS 
been pnflied to tbe law. Wu it not awins to the oftnpe>tad uid 
boUaaHTtioiu of EuropouUillutiiiiLii deterionled in tbii bemitphera T 
Anj American wbo bis been u nosr observer of Europeui opinion, 
even in aiu day, must huTe been frequcnUj amused at tbo Expreuica 
of Eurprise utd dooht that ao often escapes the residents of the Old 
World, when Ibey diecoTcr anytlung tbitf particularly denotes talent 
comine fiom the New. I make little question that this extraordiuuy 
freamble ii a sort of indirect answer to an imputation that wit> 
XDOwn to be OB general, in that age, as it was felt to be nnjuit Mj 
own experience would lead me Id think native capacity mora abna. 
dant in America than in the midland coontiiea of Europe, and qnjta 
«P ftH^pBQttr mat «it)t ■■ ia Italy Uaolf ( ud I biT« oAw kwrd 
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" There, sir," I said io exullstion, " y<M have chapter 
Bnd verse for the true character of the lisJDg geoeratioD ia 
the colony of New York." 

"And what does that preamble lead tot" demanded 
Jaaon, a little staggered at finding the equality of oor New 
York intellects establiafaed so clearly by legialati?e enact- 
ment. 

*' It ia the preamble to an act eatabljahing the free schools 
of New York, in which the learned languages have now 
been taught these twenty years ; and you will pleaae to re- 
member that another law has not long been passed estab- 
lishing a college in town." 

*' Well, curious laws sometimes do get into the statute- 
books, and a body must take them as he finds them. I 
dare say Connecticut might have a word to say on the same 
subject, if you would give her a chance. Have you heard 
the wonderful news from Philadelphia, Corny, that has just 
come among us 1" 

" I have heard nothing of late ; for you know I have 
been over in Rockland, with Dirck Pollock, for the last two 
weeks, and news never reaches that family, or indeed that 
county," 

" No, that is true enough," answered Jason, drily ; " News 
and a Dutchman have no affinity, or attraction, as wo would 
say in philosophy ; though there is gravitation enough on 
one side, ha ! boy 1" 

Here Jason laughed outright, for he was always delighted 
whenever he could get a side-hit at the children of Holland, 
whom he appeared to regard as a race occupying a position 
between the human family and the highest class of the 
untntelleclual animals. Bui Jt is unnecessary to dwell 
longer on this dialogue, my object being merely Io show the 
general character of Jason's train of thought, in order to 

taacher*, both English and French, sdmil thai their Auurioin and 
W«it.lni^ acholars were ^nenllv the resdieiit and eleTereat in their 
•cliaida. The great evil under which this country labouri, in this 

respect, is the sway of numbers, which ia conBlanllj elevating niedi. 

o . - AwW 

le ttie latter f^t to the coi^d of Ihoas who un« 
M ^ qipreustins aa e lli n cs. Entwa. 
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be be(ter ifnderslood vhea I come to connect his opsmont 
with his acts. 

Dirck and myself were much together after my return 
from college. I paased weeks at a time with him, and ba 
returned my visits with the utmost freedom and good-trill. 
Each of lis had DOW got his growth, and it would havs 
done the heart aC Frederick of Prussia good, to have seea 
my young friend after he had ended his oineteeath year. 
In slature he measured exactly six feet Ibree, and he gave 
every promise of filling up in proportion. Dirck was none 
of your roundly -turned, Apollo-built fellows, hut be had 
shoulders that his little, short, solid, but dumpy-looking 
mother, who was of the true stock, could scarcely span, 
when she pulled his head down lo give him a kiss ; which 
she did regularly, as Dirck told me himself, twice each 
year ; that is to say, Christmas and New- Year. His com- 
plexion was fair, his limbs large and well proportioned, his 
hair light, his eyes blue, and his face would have been 
thought handsome by most persons. I will not deny, how* 
ever, that there was a certain ponderosity, both of mind and 
body, about my friend, that did not very well accord with 
the general notion of grace and aniroatioD. Nevertheless, 
Dirck was a sterling fellow, as true as steel, as brave as a 
game-cock, and as honest as noon-day light, 

Jason was a very different sort of person, in many esseo- 
lials. In figure, he was also tall, but he was angular, loose- 
jointed nnd swinging — slouching would be ihe fjetier word, 
perhaps. Siill, he was not without strength, havingworked 
on a farm until he was near twenty ; and he was as active 
as a cat ; a result that look the stranger a. little by surprise, 
when ho regarded only his loose, quavering sort of build. 
In the way of thought, Jason would think two feet toDirck's 
one; but I am far from certain that it was always in so 
correct a directioi^ Give the Dutchman time, he was very 
apt to come out right; whereas Jason, I soon diacover«i, 
was quite liable to come to wrong conclusions, and particu- 
larly so in all matters that were a little adverse, and which 
affected his own apparent interests. Dirck, moreover, was 
one of the best-natured fellows that breathed ; it being almost 
impossible to excite him lo anger ; when it did come, how- 
ever, tho earthquake vras scarcely more twrifie. I hars' 
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■een him earaged, and would as soon encounter a wild-boor, 
in an open field, na run against his course, while ia the fit. 
Modesiy will hardlf permit roe to say much of myselfl 
I was well-grown, active, strong, for my years ; and, I am 
inclined to think, reasonably well-looking ; though I would 

Ererer that thia much should be said by any one but myael£ 
lirck and I oAen tried our manhood together, when youog- 
stera, and I waa the belter chap until my friend reocheii his 
eighteenth year, when the heavy metal of the young Dutch 
giant (old in our struggles. Alter that period waa past, I 
fiund Dirck too much for me, in a close gripe, though my 
extraordinary activity rendered the inequality leas apparent 
than it might otherwise have proved, I ought not to apply 
the term of " extraordinary" to anything about myself, but 
the word escaped me unconscioualy, and I shall let it stand. 
One thing I will say, notwithstanding, let the reader think 
of it as he may ; I was good-natur^ and well-disposed to 
my fellow>crea(ure3, and had no greater love of money than 
waa neceaaary to render me reasonably discreet. 

Such is an outline of the chafAclers and persons of three 
of the principal actors in the scenes I am about to relate; 
scenes that will possess some interest for those who love to 
read accounts of adventures In a new country, however 
much they may fail in interesting others, when I speak of 
the condition and events of the more civilized condition of 
society, that was enjoyed, even in my youth, in such old 
' 8 as Westchester, and such towns as York. 



CHAPTER IV. 

** Let OB, tbsD, be up and doing'. 
With a heart for any falai 

Still BOhieiing-, still punning', 
Leun to labour and to wait." 



The spring of the year I was twenty, Dirck and myself 
IHtid our first visit to towD, ia the cbaiauters of yotug men. 
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Ahhoogh Salanatoe was not mora than five^nd-twettty 
mites ^m New York, by the way of King's-Bridge, Iha 
TOQd we always travelled in order to avmd the ferry, it was 
by no mesna as common to viail the capital as it has aiacs 
got to be. f know gentlemen who pasa in and out from 
our ndghbourbood, now, as oAen as once a fortnight, or 
even once a week { but thirty years since this was a thing 
very aeldorn done. My dear mother always went to town 
twice a year ; in the spring to pass Easter week, and in the 
autumn to make her winter purchasea. My father usually 
went down four times, in the course of ih© twelve months, 
but he had the reputation of a gadabout, and was thought 
by many people to leave home quite as much as he ought 
to do. As for my grandfather, old age coming on, he sel- 
dom left home now, unless it were to pay slated visits 'o 
certain old brother campaigners who lived within moderate 
distances, and with whom be invariably passed weeks each 



The visit I have mentioned occurred some time atler 
Easter, a sMson of the year that many of our country fa- 
milies wera in the habit of passing in town, to have the 
benefit of the daily services of Old Trinity, as the Hebrews 
resorted to Jerusalem to keep the feast of the passover. My 
mother did not go to town this year, on account of my 
father's gout, and I was sent to supply her place with my 
aunt Leg^, who bad been so long accustomed to have one 
of the family with her at that season, that I was substitoted. 
Dirck had relatives of his own, with whom he staid, and 
thus every thing was rendered smooth. In order to make a 
fair start, my friend crossed the Hudson the week before, 
and, after taking breath at Satanstoe for three days, we left 
the Neck for the capita), mounted on a pair of as good 
roadsters as were to be found in the county ; and that ia 
saying a good deal ; for the Morrises, and de Lanceys, and 
Van Osrtlandta all kept racers, and somctin^fs gave ua good 
sport, in the autumn, over the county course. West Ches- 
ter, to say no more than she deserved, was a county with 
a spirited gentry, and one of which no colony need ba 
ashamed. 

My mother was a tender-hearted parent, and full of 
•oxiety in behalf of an only child. She knew that traveN 
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ling iilwaya bu more or lens or huvd, «nd ms dniroua 
we should be off betimesi in order ta make certaia of our 
reaching town before the night set in. Highway robbery 
Heaven be praiaed 1 were ibeo, and are atill, unknown la 
tbe colonies ; but there were other dangers ibat gave loj 
ezcellent parent much concern. All the bridges were not 
considered sajej the roads were, and are yet, very circuitoua, 
and it was possible to lose one's way; while it waa said 
persons had been known to pass the night on Harlem com- 
mon, an uninhabited waste that lies some seven or eight 
miles on our side of the city. My mother's first care, tbw^ 
fore, was to get Dirck and myself off early in the moming; 
in order to da which she rose with the light, gave us our 
breakrasts immDdiately afterwardi, and thus eaabled ui ta 
quit Saoaitoe jnit as tbe ran bad bamisbed ths eanern sky 
with its tinta of Same-colour. 

Dirck was in high good-bumonr that moming, and, ta 
own the Iruttfa, Corny did not feel the deprrssloa of tpirlls 
which, according to the laws of propriety, possibly migbl to 
hare attended the first really free departure of so yonlhlnl 
>n adventurer from beneath the shadows of the patenal 
roof. We went our way liinghiog and chatting; liiie two girla 
just broke loose from board ing-*c boo 1, I bad never known 
Dirck more oamoiunicatiTe, Bod I got certain new insights 
into hU feelings, expectations and prospects, as we rode aloog 
the colony's highway that morning, that afterwards proved to 
be matters of much interest with us both. We had not got 
a mile from the chimney-tops of Saiaostoa, ere my friend 
broke forth as follows; — 

" I suppose you have heard, Corny, what the two old 
gentlemen have been at, lately 1" 

" Your lather and mine 1 — I have not heard a syllable of 
any thing new." 

" They have been suing out, before the Governor and 
Council, a joint claim to that tract of land they bought of tho 
Mohawks, the last time they were out tc^ether on service, 
in the colony njililia." 

I ought to mention, here, that though my predecessors 
had made but few campaigns in the regular army, each had 
made several in tbe moie htimble capacity of a militia 
<fficer. 
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"This ia news lo me, Dirck," I answered. "Whj 
sbouM the old gentlemen have been so sly about such ■ 
thing r 

" 1 cannot telt you, lest they thought silence the best way 
to keep off the yankees. You know, my father has a 
great dread of a yankee'a getting a. finger into any of his 
bargains. He says the yankees are the locusts of the west." 

" But, how came you lo know any thing about it, Dirck t" 

" I am no yenkee, Corny." 

" And your father told you, on the strength of this recom- 
mendation 1" 

" He told me, as he tells me most things that he thinks it 
best I should know. We smoke together, and then we talk 
together." 

" I would learn to smoke too, if I thought I should get 
any useful informalion by so doing." 

" Dere ia much lo be I'arnt from ter pipe !" said Dirck, 
dropping into a slightly Dutch accent, as frequently hap- 
pened with him, when his mind took a secret direction to- 
wards Holland, though in general he spoke English quite as 
well as I did myself, and vastly better than that miracle of 
tasle, and learning, and virtue, and piety, Mr. Jason New- 
come, A. B., of Yale, and prospective president of that, or 
Bome other institution. 

" So it would seem, if your father is telling you secrets 
all the lime you are smoking together. But where ia this 
land, Dirck 1" 

" It is in the Mohawk country — or, rather, it ia in the 
country near the Hampshire Grants, and at no great dis- 
tance from the Mohawk country." 

"And how much may (here be of it?" 

" Forty thousand acres ; and some of it of good, lich 
flats, they say ; such as a Dutchman loves." 

" And your father and mine have purchased all this land 
in company, you say — share and share alike, as the law 
yen call it." 

" Just so." 

" Pray how much did they pay for so large a tract of 
land V 

Dirck took time to answer this question. He first drew 
fhun his breast a pocket-book, which he opened ks welt m 



...Gooylc 



■ ATASs^oa. 57 

he could under the motion of his roadster, for neither of us 
abated his speed, it being indispensable to reach town before 
dark. My friend succeeded at lengih in putting his hand on 
the paper he wanted, which he gave to me. 

" There," be said ; " that is a list of the articles paid to 
the Indians, which I have copied, and then there have been 
several hundred pounds of fees paid to the Governor an 
his officers." 

I read from the list, as follows ; the words coming out bjr 
jerks, as the trotting of my horse permitted. " Fifty blankets, 
each with yellow strings and yellow trimmings ; ten iron 
pots, four gallons each ; forty pounds of gunpowder; seven 
muskets ; twelve pounds of small beads ; ten strings of wam- 
pum ; fifty gallons of rum, pure Jamaica, and of high proof; 
a score of jews-harps, and three dozen first quality English- 
made tomahawks." 

" Well, Dirck," I cried, as soon as through reading, 
" this is no great matter to give for forty thousand acres 
of land, in the colony of New York. I dare say a hundred 
pounds currency (92S0) would buy every thing here, even 
to the rum and the first quality of English-made toma- 

" Nioety-six pounds, thirteen shillings, seven pence ' t'ree 
fart'in's' was the footing of the whole bill," answered Dirck 
deliberately, preparing to light his pipe ; for he could smoke 
very conveniently while trotting no faster than at the rate 
of six miles the hour. 

" I do not find that dear for forty thousand acres ; I suppose 
the muskets, and rum, and other things were manufactured 
expressly for the Indian trade." 

" Not they. Corny: you know how it is with the old gen- 
tlemen; — ihey aro as honest as the day." 

" So much the better for them, and so much the better 
for us I But what is to he done with this land, now they 

Dirck did not answer, until we had trotted twenty rods ; 
for by this time the pipe wag at work, and the moment the 
smoke was seen he kept his eye on it, uniil he saw a bright 
light in front of his nose. 

" The first thing will be to find it, Corny. When a patent 
tfl signed and ddiTered, then you must send forth mom 
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proper person to fiad the land it covers. I httve heinl of a 
j^ntlemaD who got a grant bf ten thousand acrea, five yean 
nnce; and Ibough he has had a hunt for it every sirnimer 
aince, he has not been able to find it yet. To be sure, ten 
thdutand acres is a small' object to look for, in the woods." 

"And our failiers intend to find this land as aoon as tba 
aesson opens 1" 

" Not so Tast, Corny ; not 00 fast I That waa the acheme 
of your father's Welsh blood, but mine takes malters more 
deliberately. Let ue wait until next year, he aaid, and then 
we can send the boys. By that lime, toot the war will take 
Bome sort (^a shape, and we shall know better how to caro 
for the children. The subject has been fairly talked over 
between Iho two patentees, and we are to go early fMM 
spring, Dot this." 

The idea of land-hunting was not in the least disagree* 
able to me ; nor was it unpleasant to think that 1 stood in 
reversion, or as heir, to twenty thousand acres of land, in 
addilioD to those of Satonstoe. Dirck and I talked the 
matter over, as we trotted on, until both of us be^n to re- 
gret that the expediiion was so l«r in perspective. 

The war to which Dirck alluded, had broken out a few 
months before our visit to town : a Mr. Washington, of Vir- 
giaia — the same who has since become so celebrated as the 
Col. Washington of Braddock's defeat, and other events at 
the south — having been captured, with a party of his men, 
in a Email work thrown up in the neighbourhood of the 
French, somewhere on the tributaries of the Ohio ; a river 
that is known to run into the Mississippi, a vast distance to 
the west. I knew very little then, nor do 1 know much now 
of these remote regions, beyond the fact that there are such 
places, aod that they are sometimes visited by detachments, 
war-parties, hunters, and other adventurers from the colo 
nies. To me, it seems scarce worth fighting about such 
distant and wild territory; for ages and ages must elapse 
before it can be of any service fiv Itie purposes of civiliza- 
tion. Both Dirck and myself regretted that the summer 
Would be likely to go by without our seeing the enemy ; for 
we came of families that were commonly employed on such 
occasions. We thought Iwth our fathers might be out ; though 
•reo that was B punt that still reimimd under discKMioo. 

ogle 
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Ws dined and baited at KiogsbridgOi iateDdiag to sup i« 
town. While the dinner was cooking, Dirck and I walked 
out on the heights that overlook the Hudson ; for I knew 
less of this noble rirer than I wished to know of it, W« 
coaTeraed as wo wolked ; and my comp&oioo, who knew 
the river much better than inysdf, having many occaaions 
to pus up and down it, between the village of Haverstraw 
and town, in his frequent visits to bis relatives below, gave 
me sonie useful inibrinatioa. 

" Look here, Corny," said Dirck, after betraying a good 
deal of desire to obtain a view of some ol;yect in the distance, 
■long the river-side j " Look here, Corny, do you see yonder 
house, in the little bay below us, with the lawn that estends 
down to the water, and that noble orchard behind it I" 

I saw the obje<A to which Dirck alluded. It was a houae 
that stood near the river, but sheltered and secluded, with 
the lawn and orchard as described ; though at the distance 
of some two or three miles all the beauties of the spot could 
Dot be discovered, and many of tbem had to be received on 
the laith of my companion's admiration. Still I saw very 
plainly, all tite principaf ol^ts named ; and, among others, 
the house, the orchard, and the lawn. The buildiog was of 
atone — as is common with moat ofthe better sort of houses in 
the country — was long, irregular, and had that air of solid 
comfort about it, which it is usual to see in buildicga of that 
deacriptioii. The walls were not whitewashed, according to 
the lively tastes of our Dutch fellow-colonists, who appear 
to expend all their vivacity in the pipe and the brush, bat 
were left in their native grey ; a circumstance that rendered 
the fi»m and dimensions ofthe structure a little less distinct, 
at B first glance, than they might ctfherwise have proved. 
As I gased at the spot, however, I began to fancy it a charm, 
to find the picture thus sobered down ; and found a pleasure 
in drawing tbe di^rent angles, and walls, and chimneys, 
and roofs, from this beck-ground, by means of the organ of 
Kght On the whole, I thought the little sequestered bay, 
lln wooded and rocky shores, tbe small but well distributed 
lawn, the orchard, with all the other similar accessoriaa, 
formed togetber one of the prettiest places of the sort I had 
eaer aaen. Thinking so, I was not slow in saying as much to 
my eorapaiiioD. I was thought to have some taste m these 
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matlera, and had beea coosulted on the subject of laying 
out grouDds by one or two neighbours in the county. 

"Whose house is il, Dirckl" 1 enquired; "and how 
came you to know anything about itl" 

"That is Lilacsbush," answered my friend; "and it be- 
longs to my molher'a cousin, Hermon Mordnunt," 

1 had heard of Herman, or, as il is pronounced, Harmar, 
Mordaunt. He was a mas of considerable note in the 
colony, having been the son of a Major Mordaunt, of the 
British army, who had married the heiress of a wealthy 
Dutch merchant, whence the name of Herman ; which had 
descended to the son along with the money. The Dutch 
weresofondof their own blood, that they never failed to give 
this Mr. Mordaunt his Christian name ; and be was usually 
known in the colony as Herman Mordaunt. Further than 
this, I knew little of the gentleman, unless it might be that 
be was reputed rich, and was admitted to be in the best 
society, though not actually belonging to the territorial or 
political aristocracy of the colony. 

"As Herman Mordaunt is your mother's cousin, I Bup> 

C;, Dirck," I resumed, " that jou hnve been at Lilaoa- 
h, and ascertained whether the inside of the house is as 
pleasant and respectable as the outside." 

" OAen, Corny ; while Madam Mordaunt lived, my mo- 
ther and I used to go there every summer. The poor lady 
is DOW dead, but I go there slill." 

" Why did you not ride on as far as Lilacabush, and levy 
ft dinner on your relations ? I should think Herman Mor- 
daunt would feel hurt, were he to learn that an acquaintance, 
or a relation, had put up at an inn, within a couple of miles 
of his own house. I dare say he knows both Major and 
Capt. Littlepage, and I protest 1 shall feel it necessary to 
•end him a note of apology for not calling. These 
things ought not to be done, Dirck, among persons of a 
certain stamp, and who are supposed to know what is 
proper." 

" This would be all right enough, Corny, had Herman 
Mordaunt, or his daughter, been at Lilacsbush i but ihey 
live in Crown Street, in town, in winter, and never come out 
here until after the Pinkster holidays, let tkem come when 
tb^ may." 
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*• Oh ! be is as great a man as that, ig he 1 — a Iowd and 
couQiry house ; afler nil, I do not know whether it would 
do to be quite bo free with one of his standing, as to go to 
diae with him without sending oolice." 

" Nonsense, Corny. Who hesitates about stopping at a 
gentleman's door, when he is travelling? Herman Mor- 
daunt would have given us a hearty welcome, and I should 
have gone on to Lilacsbush, did 1 not know that the family 
is certain to be in town at this season. Easier came early 
this year, and to-morrow will be the first day of the Pink- 
ster holidays. As soon as they are over, Herman Mor- 
dauDt and Anneke will be out here to enjoy their lilacs and 

".Oh, ho 1 there is an Anneke, as well as the old gentle- 
man. Pray, how old may Miss Anneke be, Master 
Direk?" 

As this question was asked, I turned to look my fri«id in 
the lace, and I found that his handsome, smooth, fair Dutch 
lineaments were covered with a glow of red, that it was not 
usual to see extended so far from his ruddy cheeks. Dirck 
vras loo much of a man, however, to turn away, or to try to 
hide blushes so ingenuous ; but he answered stoutly — 

"My cousin, Anaeke Mordaunt, is just turned of seven- 
teen ; and, I '11 tell you what. Corny — " 

"Well — I am listening, with both ears, to hear your 
what — Out with it, man ; both ears are open," 

" Why, Anneke {On-na-ioy), is one oflhe very prettiest 
girls in the colony 1 — What is more, she is as sweet and 
goot" — Dirck grew Dutch, as he grew animated — " as she 
IS pretty." 

I was quite astounded at the energy and feeling with which 
this was snid. Dirck was such a matter-of-fact fellow, that 
I had never dreamed he could be sensible to the passion of 
lovej nor had I ever paused to analyze the nature of our 
own friendship. We liked each other, in the first place, 
most probably, from habit ; then, we were of characters so 
essentially diflereni, that our attachment was influenced by 
that species of excitement which is the child of opposition. 
As we grew older, Dirck's good qualities began to command 
my respect, and reason entered more into my affection for 
him. 1 waa well convinced that my companion could, uid 
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would, prove to be a wnrm friend ; but the possibility i^ium 
ever becoming a lover, had not before crossed my miEid. 
Even then, the impression made was not very deep or last- 
ing, though i well remember the sort of admiration and 
wonder wilh which I gazed at his flushed clteekj animated 
eye, and improved mien. For the moment, Dirck reaEly 
bad a commandiag and animated air> 

" Why, Anneke is one of the prettiest girls in the colony P* 
Bay friend had exclaimed. 

" And your cousin T" 

" My second cousin. — Her mother's father and my mo- 
ther's mother were brother and sister." 

" In that case, I shall hope to have the honour of being 
introduced, one of these days, to Miss Anneke Mordaunt, 
who is just turned of seventeen, and is one of the preltieat 
girls in the colony, and is as good as she is pretty." 

" I wish you to see her. Corny, and that before we go 
home," Dirck replied, all his philosophy, or phlegm, which- 
ever the philosophy of other people may term it, returning ; 
" come ; let us go back to the inn ; our dinner will be gel- 
ting cold." 

1 mused on my friend's unusual manner, as we walked 
beck towards the inn ; but it was soon forgotten, in the 
satisfaction produced by eating a good, substantial meal of 
broiled ham, with hot potatoes, boiled eggs, a beefsteak, 
done to a turn, with the accessions of pickles, cold-slaw, 
apple-pie, and cider. This is a common New York tavern 
dinner, for the wayfarer ; and, I must say, I have got to 
like it. Often have I enjo3red such a repast, after a sharp 
forenoon's ride ; ay, and enjoyed it more then I have re- 
lished entertainntents at which have figured turkies, oysters, 
hams, hashes, and other dishes, that have higher reputations. 
Even lurtle-sonp, for which we are somewhat famous ia 
New York, has failed to give me the sante delight. 

Dirck, to do him justice, ate heartily ; for it is not an easy 
matter to take away his appetite. As usual, I did most of 
the talking ; and that was with our landlady, who, hearing 
1 was a son of her much^esteemed and constant customer. 
Major Littlepage, presented herself with the dessert and 
cheese, and did me the honour to commence a discourse. 
Her name was Lig^t ; and light was the certain to cast on 
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ereiythiag she discussed ; that is to say, innkeeper's light ; 
which partaiiea somewhat of the darkness that is so apt 
to overshadow no small portion of the minds of her many 



" Prayi Mrs. Light," I asked, when there was an opening, 
which was not until the good woman had exhausted her 
breath in honour of the Litllepages, " do you happen to 
kiww anything of a family, hereabouts, of the Dsrae of Mor- 
daunt 1" 

"Do I happen to know, sir I— Why, Mr. Litttepage, yoa 
might almost as well have asked me, if I had ever heard of 
a Van Cortlandt, or a Philipse, or a Morris, or any other of 
the gentry hereabouts. Mr. Mordaunt has a country- place, 
and a very pretty one it is, within two miles and a half of 
«; and he and Madarne Mordaunt never passed our door, 
when they went into the country to see Madame Van Cort- 
landl, without stopping to say a word, and leave a shilling. 
The poor lady is dead ; but there is a young image of her 
virtues, that is coming a'ter her, that will be likely to do 
some damage in the colony. She is modesty itself, sir ; so 
I thought it could do her no harm, the last time she waa 
faera, just to tell her, she ought to be locked up, for the 
thefts she was likely to commit, if not for them she had 
committed already. She blushed, air, and looked for alt the 
world like the shell of the most delicate boiled lobster you 
ever laid eyes on. She is truly a charming young lady I" 

" Thefts of hearts, you mean of course, my good Mrs. 
Light T" 

"Of nothing else, sir; young ladies are apt to steal 
hearts, you knotf. My word for il. Miss Anneke will turu 
out a great robber, after her own fashion, you know, sir." 

•'And whose hearts is she likely to run away with, pray 1 
1 should be pleased to hear the names of some of the suf* 

" Lord, sir !^she is too young to have done much jwf * 
but wait a twelvemonth, and I'll answer the question." 

I could see all this lime that Dirck was uneasy, and had 
mowe amusement in watching the workings of his counts* 
iMDoe. My malicious intentions, however, were suddenly 
ialamqitod. As if to piavent fiirtber discoiuM, and, at Um 
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■ame time, further etpionage, my young friead rose fron 
table, orderiDg the horses and the bill. 

During the ride to town, no more was said of Lilacshusb, 
Herman Mordaunt, or his daughter Anneke. Dirck waj 
silent, but this was his habit alter dinner, and 1 was kept a 
good deal oD the alert in order to find the road which 
crossed the common, it being our desire to go in that direc- 
tion. It is true, we might have gone into town by the way 
of B loom ingd ale, Greenwich, (he meadows and theCollect, 
and so down past Ihe common upon the head of Broadway ; 
but my mother had particularly desired we would fall into 
the Bowery Lane, passing the seats that are to be found in 
that quarter, and getting into Queen Street as soon as pos- 
sible. By taking this course she thought we should be lesa 
likely to misa our way within the town itself, which is cer- 
tainly full of narrow and intricate passages. My uncls 
X<egge had removed into Duke Street, in the vicinity of 
Hanover Square; and Queeo Street, I well knew, would lead 
us directly to his door. Queen Street, indeed, is the great 
artery of New York, through which most of its blood cir- 
culates. 

It was drawing towards night when we trotted up to tbs 
stable, where we lefl: our horses, and obtaining a black to 
shoulder our portmanteaus, we began to thread the mazes 
of the capital on foot. New York was certainly, even in 
1757, a wonderful place for commerce I Vessels begaa to 
be seen some distance east of Fly Market, and there could 
not have been fewer than twenty ships, brigs, and schooners, 
lying in the East river, as we walked down Queen StreeL 
Of course I include all descriptions of vessels that go to 
sea, in this estimate. At the present moment, it is probable 
twice that number would be seen. There Dirck and I 
Stopped more than once, involuntarily, to gaze at the exhi- 
bitions of wealth and trade that ofiered themselves as we 
went deeper into the town. My mother had particularly 
cautioned me against falling into this evidence of country- 
habits, and I felt much ashamed at each occurrence of tha 
weakness ; but I found it irresistible. At length my friend 
and I parted ; lie to go to the residence of his aunt, whila 
I proceeded to that of mine. Before separating, however* 
we agreed to meet next moiDiDg in the fields at the head oT 
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Broadwa}^! on the coramoD, which, as it was underwood, 
was to be the scene of the Pinkster sports. 

My reception in Buke Slreet was cordial, both on the 
part of my uncle and on the part of my aunt ; the first 
being a good-bearled persao, though e liltfe too apt to run 
into extravagance on the subject of the righrs of the rabble. 
1 was pleased with the welcome I received, enjoyed an ex* 
cellent hot supper, (o which we sat dowA at half-past eight, 
my aunt being fond of town hours, both dining and snpping 
B little later than my mother, as being more fashionable and 
genteel.' Aa I was compelled to confess fatigue, after so 
long a ride, as soon as we quitted the table I retired to my 
own room. 

The next day was the first of the three that are devoted 
to Pinkster, the great Saturnalia of the New York blacks. 
Although this feaiivat is always kept with more vivacity at 
Albany than in York, it is far from being neglected, even 
now, in the latter place. 1 had told my aunt, before I left 
her, I should not wait for breakfast, but should be up with 

• Tbe dinoer of tha lut half cantiiry is, in dub kiik, but a tnb- 
■titate Tot the ptiiu ttmperi of the century or two thai preceded. It 
ia M entirely ntioaol and Ditor&t, that the cultivated and refined 
■boDld meet lor the purposes of social enjojRient after the businen 
of the da; baa terminated, that the BUpper has onl/ given place to the 
same meal under another name, and at hours little varying from thoea 
of the part. The Parisian dinea at hnlf-part eii, remaining at table 
iiBtil eight. The Englishman, later in oil his hoars, and mare pon- 
deroDi ID ill hi> habits, sits down to table abont the time the French. 
inui gets up ; qaitling it between nine and ten. The Italian pays a 
tribale to hia climate, and haa hia early dinner and light supper, both 
Uually alone, the habits of the country carrying him to the opera 

can? A jumble of the same senselosa contradictions in his social 
habits, SB be is fast getting to be in his political creeds and political 
practices J a being tiiat is intrantitn, pressed by circnmstances on the 
one side, and by the habit of imitation on the other ; anwilling, 
slmostunable, to think and act for himself The only American who 
u temporarily independent in such things, is thoonfledged provincial, 
freab from his village conceit and village practi oca, who, until corrected 
Ij communion with the world, fancies the southeast comer of the 
Borth-weiit parish, in the Inwn of Hebron, in the county of Jericho, 
«ud the State of Connecticut, to be the only portion of this globe 
that is perfection. If he should happen to keep a school, or conduct 
m, newnisper, tha community becomes, in a imall degree, tha putki- 
(•at of hia rare advantages and vast ezperiencal — Ennui. 
6* 
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the flun, and off in quest of Dirck, in order that we might 
tujoy a stroll along the wharves before it waa time to repair 
to the coinmoD, where the fun was to be seen. Accordingly 
I got out of the house betimes, though it was an hour later 
than I had intended ; for I heard the ratrlin^ of cupa in the 
liitle parlour, the sign that the table was undergoing the 
usual process of arrangement for breakfast. It then occurred 
to me that most, if not all of the servants, seven in number, 
would be permitted to enjoy the holiday ; and that it might 
be well if I took all ray meals, that day, in the fields. Run< 
ning back to the room, I communicated this intention to 
Juno, the girl I found doing Pompey's work, and left tho 
house on a jump. There was no great occasion for starv- 
ing, I thought, in a town as large and as full of eatables as 
New York; and the result fully justified this reasonable 
opinion. 

Just as I got into Hanover Square, I saw a grey-headed 
It^ro, who was for turning a penny before be engaged in 
the amusements of the day, carrying two pails that were 
scoured to the neatness of Dutch fastidiousness, and which 
were suspended from the yoke he had across his neck and 
■houldera. He cried " White wine — white wine I" in a clear 
fioBorous voice ; and I was at his side in a moment. White 
wine was, and is still, my delight of a morning ; and I 
bought a delicious draught of the purest and best of a Com- 
munipaw vintage, eating a cake at the same time. Thua 
refreshed, I proceeded into the square, the beauty of which 
had struck my fancy as I walked through it the previous 
evening. To my surprise, whom should I find in the very 
centre of Queen Street, gaping about him with a most in- 
domilabte Connecticut air, but Jason Newcome I A brief 
csplanalion let me into the secret of his presence. His boyii 
had all gone home to enjoy the Pinkster holiday, with the 
black servants of their respective families ; and Jason had 
seized the opportunity to pay his first visit to the great capi- 
tal of the colony. He was on his travels, like myself. 

"And what has bronght you down here?" I demanded, 
the pedagogue having already informed me that he had put 
up at a tavern in the suburbs, where horse-keeping and 
lodgings were <* reasonable." " The Pinkster fields are ap 
near the head of Broadway, on the common," 
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" So I bear," aosweied Jason ; " but I want to see a ship 
and all the sights this way, in ths first place. It will b« 
time enough for Pinkster, two or three hours hence, if a 
Cbristian ought even to look at such vanities. Can you tell 
me where I am to find Hanover Square, Corny }" 

*' You nre \a it now, Mr. Newcome ; and to my fancy, a. 
very oobte area it is I" 

" Thii Hanover Square!" repealed Jason. "Why, its 
shape is not that of a square at all ; is is nearer a triangk." 

** What of that, sir 1 By a square in a town, one does 
not necessarily understand an area with four equal sides 
and as many right angles, but an open space that is left for 
air and beauty. There are air and beauty enough to satisfy 
■ny reasonabte man. A square may be a parallelogram, 
or a triangle, or any other shape one pleases." 

"This, then, is Hanover Square! — a New York square, 
or ft Nassau Hall square. Corny ; but not a Yale College 
square, take my word for it. It is so small, moreover 1" 

" Small 1 — the width of (he street at the widest end must 
be near a hundred feet; I grant you it is not half that at 
the Mber end, hut that is owing to the proximity of the 
fanises." 

" Ay, it is all owing to the proximity of the houses, as 
you call iL Now, according to my notion, Hanover Square, 
of which a body hears so much talk in the country, ought 
la have had fifty or sixty acres in it, and statues of the 
whole House of Brunswick, besides. Why is that nest of 
bouses left in the middle of your square 1" 

"It is not, sir. The square ceases when it reaches tAem. 
They are too valuable to be torn down, although there has 
been some talk of it. My uncle Legge told roe, last evening, 
that those houses have been valued as high as twelve thou, 
sand dollars ; and some persona put them as high as six 
tbousand pounds." 

This reconciled Jason to the houses ; for he never failed 
to defer to money, come in what shape it woultl. It was 
the only source of human distinction that he could clearly 
comprehend, though he had some faint impressions touching 
Ibe dignity of the crown, and the respect due to its repre- 
seotaiives. 

•* Corny," aaid Jason, in an under tone, and taking uw 
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by the arm to lead me aside, though do one was near, li]c« 
a maa who has a. great secret to ask, or to communicate, 
" what was that I saw you taking Tor your bitlera, a Itltle 
while ago t" 

"Bitters! 1 do not understand you, Jason. Nothing 
bitter have I tasted to-day ; nor can 1 say I have any gieat 
wish to put anything bitter into my mouth." 

" Why, the draught you got from the nigger who is now 
coming back across the square, as you call it, and which 
jrou seemed to enj'y particularly. 1 am dry, myself, and 
should wonderfully like a drink." 

" Oh ! that fellow sells ' white wine,' and you will find il 
delicious. If you wnnt your ' bitters,' as you call them, 
you eannol do better than stop him, and give him a penny." 

" Will he let it go so desperate cheap as that 1" demanded 
Jason, his eyes twinkling with a sort of " bitters" especta- 

" That is the stated price. Stop him boldly ; there is no 
occasion for all this Connecticut modesty. Here, uncle, this 
gentleman wishes a cup of your white wine." 

Jason turned away in alarm, lo see who was looking on; 
an^, when the cup was put into his hand, he shut his eyes, 
determined to gulp its contents at e swallow, in the most 
approved " bitters style. About half the liquor went down 
his throat, the rest being squirted back in a small while 
stream. ■ 

" Buttermilk, by Jingo I" exclaimed the disappointed peda- 
gogue, who expected some delicious combination of spices 
with rum. Si. Jingo was the only saint, and a " darna^on" 
or " darn you," were the only oatbs his puritan educalioix 
aver permitted him to use. 
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CHAPTER V. 



« Hare *■ yoar fins clanu ! 

On KDckaway theia clinu do grow." 

Ntw York CricM. 

It wsb some time before Jason's offended dignity and dig- 
•ppoiDtment would permit him to smile at the mistake; and 
we had walked some distance towards Old Slip, where I 
was to meet Dirck, before the pedagogue even opened his 
lips. Then, the only allusion he made to the white wine, 
was to call it " a plaguy Dutch cheat ;" for Jason had im- 
plicitly relied on having that peculiar beverage of his caste, 
knowB as " bittera." What he meant by a Dutch cheat, I 
do not know ; unless he thought the buttermilk was particu- 
larly Dutch, and tki» buttermilk an imposition. 

Dirck was waiting for me at the Old Slip ; and, on in- 
quiry, I found he had enjoyed his draught of white wine as 
well as myself, and was ready for Immediate service. We 
proceeded along the wharves in a body, admiring the di& 
ferent vessels that lined them. About nine o'clock, all three 
of us passed up Wall Street, on the stoops of which, no 
small portion of its tenants were already seated, enjoying 
the sight of the negroea, as, with happy " shining" faces 
tbey lefl the different dwellings, to hasten lo the Pinkster 
field. Our passage through the street attracted a good deal 
of attention ; for, being all three strangers, it was not lo he 
supposed we could be thus seen in a body, without exciting 
a remark. Such a thing could hardly have been expected 
in London itself. 

AHer showing Jason the City Hall, Trinity Church, and 
the City Tavern, we went out of town, taking the direction 
of a large common that the King's officers had long used 
ibr a parade-ground, and which has since been called Ihe 
Park, though it would bo difficult to say why, since it is 
barely a paddock in size, and certainly has never been used 
to keep any animals wilder than the boys of the town. A 
fork, t suppose, it will one day become, though it hBS little 
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at preaent that comports with my ideas of such a thing. 
On thia commoD, then, was the Pinkster grouad, which waa 
now quite full of people, as well aa of animation. 

There was nothing new in a Pinkster frolic, either to 
Dlrck, or to myself; though Jason gazed at the whole pro- 
cedure with wonder. Fe was born within seventy miles of 
that very spot, hut had not the smallest notion before, of 
such a holiday as Pinkster, There are few blacks in Con- 
necticut, I believe ; and those that are there, are so ground 
down in the Puritan mill, that they are neither fish, flesh, 
nor red-herring, as we say of a non-descript. No man ever 
beard of a festival in New England, that had not some im- 
mediate connection with the sainta, or with polhics. 

Jason was at first confounded with the noises, dances, 
music, and games that were going on. By this lime, nine- 
tentha of the blacks of the city, and of the whole country 
within thirty or forty miles, indeed, were collected in 
thousands in those fields, beating banjoes, singing African 
songs, drinking, and worst of all, laughing in a way that 
aeemed to set their very hearts rattling within their riba. 
Everything wore the aspect of good-humour, though it was 
good-humour in its broadest and coarsest forms. Every 
aort of common game was in requisition, while drinking was 
far from being neglected. Still, not a man was drunk. A 
drunken negro, indeed, ia by no means a common thiQg, 
The features that distinguish a Pinkster frolic from the usual 
Bcenea at fairs, and other merry-makings, however, were of 
African origin. It ia true, there are not now, nor were 
there then, many blacks among us of African birth ; but 
the traditions and usages of their original country were so 
far preserved as to produce a marked difference between 
this festival, and one of European origin. Among other 
things, 8ome were making music, by beating on skins drawn 
over the ends of hollow logs, while others were dancing to 
it, in a manner to show that they felt infinite delight. This, 
in particular, was said to be a usage of their African pro- 
genitors. 

Hundreds of whites were walking through the fields, 
amused spectators. Among these last were a great many 
children of the better class, who had come to look at the 
myoyment of Iboae who atloaded them, in tlreir own ordinary 
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UDuaements. Many a sable nurse did I aa» that da;, cba- 
peroning her young roaster, oi youog mistress, or both to- 
gelher, through the various groups ; demanding of all, and 
receiving from all, the respect that one of these classes was 
accustomed to pay to the other. 

A great many young ladies between the ages of fifleea 
and twenty were also in the field, either escorted by male 
companions, or, what was equally as certain of producing 
deference, under the care of old female nurses, who be- 
longed Lo the race that kept the festival. We had been in 
the field ourselves two hours, end evea Jason was beginning 
lo condescend to be amused, when, unconsciously, I got 
separated from my companions, and was wandering through 
the groups by myself, as I came on a party of young giria, 
who were under the care of two or three wrinkled and 
grey-headed negresses, so respectably adired, as to show at 
onoe they were confidential servants in some of the belter 
families. As for the young ladies themselves, most were 
■till of the age of school girls ; though there were some of 
that equiTocai age, when the bud is just breaking into the 
opening flower, and one or two that were even a little older ; 
young women in forms and deportment, though scarcely so 
in years. One of a party of two of the last, appeared to 
me to possess all the grace of young womanhood, rendered 
radiant by the ingenuous laugh, the light-hearted playful- 
new, and the virgin iniuxrence of sweet seventeen. She 
was simply, but very preuity dressed, and everything about 
ber attire, air, carriage and manner, denoted a young lady 
of the better class, who was just old enough to feel all the 
proprieties of her aituatlon, while she was still sufficieali; 
youthful lo enjoy all the fun. As she came near me, it 
aeetned as if I knew her ; but it was not until I heard her 
sweet, mirthful voice, that I recollected the pretty little 
thing in whose behalf I had taken a round with the 
butcher's boy, on the Bowery road, near six years before. 
Aa her party came quite near the spot where 1 stood, what 
was only conjecture at first, was reduced lo a certainty. 

In the surprise of the moment, happening to catch the 
«ye of the young creature, I was emboldened to make her 
a low how. At first she smiled, like one who fancies she 
I fto acquaintance ; then hei lace became warlst, 
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and she returned my bow wilh a very lady-like, but, at the 
same time, a very distant curtsey; upon which, bending her 
blue eyes to the ground, she turned away, seemingly to 
speak to her companion. Ailer this, I could not advance 
to speak, though I was strongly in hopes the old black 
nurse who was with her would recognise me, for she had 
manifested much concern about me on the occasion of the 
quarrel wilh the young butcher. This, did not occur; and 
old Katrinke, as I heard the negress called, jabbered away, 
explaining the meaning of the different ceremonies of her 
race, to a cluster of very interested listeners, without paying 
any attention to me. The tongues of the pretty little things 
went, as girls' tongues will go, though my unknown fair 
one maintained all the reserve and quiet of manner thai 
comported with her young womanhood, and apparent con> 
ditioo in life. 

" Dere, Miss Annekel" exclaimed Katrinke, suddenly; 
" dere come a gentlleum dat will bring a pleasure, I know." 

" Anneke" I repealed, mentally, and "gentleman that 
will cause pleasure by his appearance." " Can it bo 
Dirck V I thought. Sure enough, Dirck it proved to be, 
who advanced rapidly to the group, making a general 
saltite, and finishing by shaking my beautiful young stran- 
ger's hands, and addressing her by the name of "cousin 
Anneke." This, then, was Annie MordaunI, as the young 
lady was commonly called io the English circles, the only 
child and heiress of Herman MordaunI, of Crown Street 
and of I/ilacsbush. Well, Dirck has more taste than I had 
ever given him credit fori Just as this thought glanced 
through my mind, my figure caught my friend's eye, and, 
with a look of pride and exultation, he signed to me to 
draw nearer, though I had managed to gel pretty near as it 
was, already, 

" Cousin Anneke," said Dirck, who never used circumlo- 
cution, when direct means were at all available, "this is 
Corny Lilllepage, of whom you have heard me speak so 
often, and for whom 1 ask one of your best curtsies and 

Miss Mordaunt was kind enough to comply literally, both 
curtsying and smiling precisely as she had been desired to 
do, though I could see she wta ain slightly diapoted to 
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luigb. I wu Btill raaUng my bow, and mumbling Mme 
unintelligible compliment, when Katrinke gave a iittle ei- 
clamalion, and using tbe freedom of an old and confidentisl 
servant, sbs eagerly pulled the aleevs of her yoimg mis- 
tress, and hurriedly whispered somellung in her ear, Aoneke 
coloured, turned quickly towards me, bent her eyes more 
boldly and steadily on my &ce — and then it wa* that I fan- 
cied the sweetest smila which mortal had erer received, or 
that with which I had just faefioe been received, was muob 



" Mr. Littlepage, I believe, is not a total stranger, cousin 
Dirck," she said. " Eatrinks nmambers him, as a young 
sentlemon who once did loe an important service, and now 
1 think I can trace the veeemblaoce myself. I allude to the 
boy who insulted me on tbe Bowery Road, Mr. Ltltlepoge, 
snd your handsome interference in my behalf." 

'* Had there been twenty boys, Miss Mordaunt, an insult 
to pou would have been resented by any man of ordinary 
spirit." 

I do not know that any youth, who was suddenly out to 
bis wits to be polite, or sentimental, or feeling, coula have 
done a great deal better than that/ So Anneke thought too, 
1 iancy, for her colour increased, rendering her ravishingly 
lovely, and she looked surprisingly pleased. 

" Yea," put in Dirck with energy, — " let twenty, or a 
hundred try it if they please, Aoneke, men or boys, and 
they 'II find those that will protect you." 

"You for one, of course, cousin Dirck," rejoined the 
charming girl, holding out her hand towards my friend, 
with a frankness I could have dispensed with in her ; " but, 
you will remember, Mr. Littlepage, or Matter Littlepage as 
he then was, was a stranger, and I had do such claim on 
Aia^ as I certainly have on you." 

" Well, Corny, it is odd you never said a word of thia to 
me I whrai I was showing him Lilacsbnsh, and talking of 
you and of your lather, not a word did he say on the sub 
ject." 

« I did not then know it was Miss Mordaunt I had been 
BO fortunate as to serve ; but here is Mr. Newcome at your 
dhow, Follock, and dying to be introduced, as he sees T 
bava been." 

7 
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Aoneke lurned lo aniile aod curtaey agun to Juod, who 
made bis bow in a very school-master sort of a fasbioQ, 
while I could see that the circumstance I bad not boasted 
of my exploit gavo it new importance in the sweet crea- 
ture's eyes. As for Jason, he had no sooner got along with 
the introducttoD, — the first, 1 fancy, he had ever ^one regu- 
larly through, — than, profiting hy some questions Misa 
Mordaunt was asking Dirck about bis mother and the reat 
of (he family, he came round to me, drew me aside by a 
jerk of the sleeve, and gave me to understand he had some- 
Uiing for my private ear. 

" I did not know before that you had ever kept school. 
Corny," he half whispered earnestly. 

" How do you know it now, Mr. Newcorae, since the 
thing never happened 1" 

" How comes it, then, thai tbb young woman called you 
Matter Littlepage?" 

" Bab 1 JasoD, wait a year or two, and you will begin lo 
get truer notions of us New-Yorkers." 

" But I heard her with my own ears — Magter Littlepage; 
as plain as words were ever called." 

" Well, then. Miss Mordaunt must be right, and I have 
ibrgotten the affair, I must once have kept a woman's 
school, somewhere, in my younger days, but forgotten it." 

" Now this is nothing (nawthin', as expressed) but your 
desperate Vork pride, Corny ; but I think all the belter i^ 
you for it. Why, as it could not have taken place aAer 
you went lo college, you must have got the start of even 
tnel But, the Kev. Mr. Worden is enough to start a youth 
with a large capital, if he be so minded. I admit be does 
understand the dead languages. It is a pity be is so very 
dead in religious matters." 

" Wdl — well — I will tell you all about it another time; 
you perceive, now, that Miss Mordaunt wishes to move on, 
and does not like to quit us too abruptly. Let us follow," 

Jason complied, and for an hour or tvro we had the ples- 
■ure of accompanying the young ladies, as they strolled 
among the booths and diflerent groups of that singular as- 
sembly. As has been said, most of the blacks had been 
bora in the colony, but there were some native Africans 
unoag tttem. New York neyer had flavea on tl)e vyMeat 
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ef the soathern planters, or in gangs of hundreds, to labour 
in the fields under orereeers, and who lired apart in cabins 
of tbcir own ; but, our system of slavery was strictly dome»- 
tic, the negro almost invariably living under the same roof 
with the master, or, if his habitation was detached, as cer- 
tainly sometimes happened, it was still near at hand, leav- 
ing both races as parts of a common &ciily. In the coun- 
try, the negroes never toiled in the field, but it was as ordinary 
husbandmen; and, in the cases of those who laboured oq 
their own property, or as tenants of some extensive land- 
lord, the black did his work at his master's side. Then all, 
or nearly all our household servants were, and still are, 
blacks, leaving that department of domestic economy almost 
exclusively in their hands, with the exception of those casei 
m which the white females busied tbemaelves also in such 
occupations, united to the usual supervision of the mistresses. 
Anx»ig the Dutch, in particular, the treatment of the negro 
was ()f the kindest character, a trusty field-slave often hav- 
ing quite as much to say on the subject of the tillage and 
the crops, as the man who owned both the land he worked, 
ud himself. 

A party of native Africans kept us for half an hour. The 
BCeoe seemed to have revived their early associations, and 
they were carried a*^ *nth their own representation of 
semi-savage sports. The American-born blacks gazed at 
this group with intense interest also, regarding them as so 
many ambassadors from the land of their ancestors, to ta- 
lighten them in usages and superstitious lore, that were 
more peculiarly suited to their race. The last even 
endeavoured to imitate the acts of the first, and, though tlw 
attempt was often ludicrous, it never failed on the score of 
mtenlion and gravity. Nothing was done in the way of 
caricature, but much in the way of respect and afie<^n. 

Lest the habits of this generation should pass away and 
he forgotten, of which I see some evidence, I will mention 
a usage that was quite common among the Dutch, and 
which has passed in some measure, into the English families 
that have formed connections with the children of Holland. 
Two of these intennarriages had so far brought the Little- 
pages within the pale, that the usage to which I allude was 
pwcliaed in my own case. The custom was this : when m 



aiuM of ikQ fiumly iwchwl the age of MX, or ttgfat, t Tonnr 
Axf* oT the OBine age and sex, was given to him, «r her, 
iridi aonie Ihtle formality, aad from that moment the foi- 
ttues of Ibe two were considered to be, within the limits of 
Ibeir lespeelive pursuits and positions, as those of man ancl 
wife. It is true, divorces do occur, but it is only in coses 
of gross niisconch»at, and quite as often the misconduct is on 
the side of the master, as on that of the slave. A druokard 
may get in debt, and be oorapdled to part with his blacks ; 
this one aaxmg &e (eat ; but Uns particular negct) remains 
^th him as loeg m anything iBmaina. Slaras thai •eri« 
omly onsbAave, an oawdly sent to the islands, wba« th» 
toil m the augur plmtatioDa foovea a ^ry sufficient punish- 

Tba day I waa wa,» bey was pma to ma, in the nuransf 
1 have Baeationed ; aiid be lenatned not only my pnmrly, 
but my fiictotiun, to liiis momeBt. . It was Ya^, or Jocdi, 
the negro to whom I hare already had occasion to allude. 
Annelu) Mordauut, whose grandmother was of a Dutch 
GuBily, it will be remembered, bad with her there, in die IHnIk 
ater field, a negress of just her own age, who was called 
Han ,* not Mary, or Abria ; but the last, as it would be 
pronouRool wttbout the final a. This Mari was a buxom, 
^tening, aaweA-ftoed, laughii^, red-lipped, pearl -toothed, 
black-eyed htlsay, that aeesaed bom for fun ; and who was 
often kept in order by her more sedate and well-mannered 
young mistress with a good deal of difficulty. My fellow 
waa on Uie ground, somewhere, too ; for I bad given him 
permission to come to town to keep Pinkster; and he was 
to leave Sataiutoe, in a sloop, within an hour after I left it 
myself The wind bad been fair, and I made no questioa 
of his having arrived ; thou^, as yet, I had not seen him. 

1 could have accompanied Anneke, and her party, all day, 
throng that acene of unsophisticated mirth, and felt no want 
of inlerieat. Her presence immediately produced on im- 
pression ; even the native Africans moderating tb«r manner, 
and lowering their yells, as it might be, the better to suk 
ber more refined tastes. No one, in our set, was too digni- 
fied to UtUBh, but Jason. The pedagogue, it is true, often 
«S|>rQaaed his disgust at the amusHDeDls and antics of tba 
M^MMi d adBong th^ were unbecou^ btmun beii^ . 



tDd adwnrias iiMiiUe^Bg ttet di^xnitioa to hTpeferitiaura, 
wloch ia apt to diiitiiigiiuh (hm wbo it onljr a tyro in hia 
BWDcaae. 

Soch was the state of thingBi whra Man came nuhiiig 
op to ber youD|; tniBtreia, vith diatended e;^ and nplifted 
lundst exdaiming, on a key that neooMarity made tu all 
sbusn m the oomnurakatioa — 

"(Ml! MiBS Annekel — What you tlok, Mias Annual 
Goold you <mr «'paw ucb a t'ing, Min Ann^e 1" 

"Tdl me at once, Hari, what it is you bavo oeeD, ot 
heard ; and leave off these silly exclamations ,"" said tbs 
gentle miatresa, iriUi a colour that prored abe ma unuaed 
to bOT own g;irr8 manner. 

" Who could fink it. Hiss AoDeke I Dase, here, weny 
m^ers have sent all 'e way to deir own country, and ban 
had a lion cotcbed ibr PinkBter I" 

Tliis was news, indeed, if troe. Not one of n aR l»d 
ever seen a lion; wild animals, then, being exceedingly 
scarce in the colonies, with the exception of those tbat wera 
taken in our own woods. I had seBta sereral of Ae amd 
brown bean, and many a wolf, and one staflhd pantiier, in 
my tnae ; but never mt^nsed it mthia tbe nogs of possi* 
Wtities, that I emM be broogfat so near a living lion. In- 
^iry showed, neveitb^ns, that Mari was right, with tbs 
exception of the animal's baring been expressly caught for 
tte occaaon. It was lbs beast of a showman, who was also 
ibe proprietor of a very active and amnsing monkey. The 
price of admission was a quarter of a dollar, for adutt whites t 
children and negroes going in for half-price. These pro- 
liminaries understood, it was at once settled that all who 
could muster enough of money and courage, should go in a 
body, and gaze on tbe king of beasts. I say, of courage ; 
for it required a good deal for a fenmie novice to go near a 
living lion. 

Tha-lion was kept in a cage, of course, whtch was placed 
*ii a temporary building of boards, that had been erected for 
Ae Pinluiter field. As we drew nea^ the door, I saw that 
Uto cheeks of several <^^ Metty yoong creatures who be- 
knged to tbeputy<rf'AnB«ce,b^ui to turn pale; a ngn 
•f weakosBB Aat, singular as it may appear, very sennbljr 
^aendad ilt^to noat of tbeir aUendant negreona. Man 
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dkl not fliDob, bowevar ; and, wham it cane to the trial, of 
that sex, she and ber miatreas were ibe odI^ two who beU 
out in the original resolution of entering. Some titne was 
thrown away in endeavouring to persuade two or three of 
her older companions to go in with her ; but, finding it lu^ 
leas, with a faint smile, Miss Mordaunt calmly said — 

" Well, gentlemen, Mari and myself must oompoae lbs 
female portion of the party. 1 have oerer aem a Uon, and 
would not, by any means, miss this opportunity. We shall 
find my friends waiting for such poitions of iis as shall not 
be eaten, on our return." 

We were now near the door, where stood the man who 
received the money, and gave the tickets. It happened 
that Dirck had been stopped by a gentleman of his ac- 
quaintance, who had just left the building, and who waa 
uughtngly relating some incident that had occurred within. 
I ^)od on (Mie side of Anneke, Jason on the other, while 
Hari was close in Ibo rear. 

" A quarter for each gentleman and the lady," said the 
door-keeper, " and a shilling for the wench." 

On this hiat, Jason, to my great surprise, (for usually be 
was very backward on such occasions,) drew out a purse, and 
Mnptying some silver into his hand, he said with a flourish— 

" Permit me, Miss — it is an honour I oovet ; a quartor 
for yourself, and a shilling for Mari." 

I saw Anneke colour, and her eye turn hastily towarda 
Dirck. Before I had lime to say anything, or to do any- 
thing in fact, she answered steadUy — 

" Give yourself no trouble, Mr. Newcome ; Mr. littlepaga 
will do me the favour to obtain tickets for me." 

Jason had the money in his fingers, and I passed him 
and bought the tickets, while be was protesting-- 

" It gave him pleasure — he was proud of the occasion—' 
another time her brother could do the same for his sistera, 
and he had six," and other matters of the sort. 

I simply placed the tickets in Anneke's band, who r» 
ceived them with an eipression of thanks, and we all 
passed ; Dirck inquiring of his cousin, as he came up, if hs 
should get her tickets. I mention this little incident aa 
showing Ibe tact of woman, and will relate all that pertains 
to it, before I proceed to other things. Annek* said nothing 
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an the subject of ber tickets until «a had left the boothi 
vben sbe approacbed me, and with that grace and simpU* 
city which a well-bred woman knows bow to nse on auch 
an occafion, and quietly observed— 

" I am under obligations to you, Mr. Littlepage, Sot 
having paid Ibr my tickets;— tbey cost three shiliingSi I 
believe." 

I bowed, and had the pleasure of almost touching Hist 
Hordaunt's beautiful little hand, as she gave me the money. 
At this instant, a jerk at raj elbow came near causing mo 
to drop the silver. It was Jason, who bad taken this 
liberty, and who now led me aside with an earnestness of 
manner it was not usual for him to exhibit. I saw by the 
porirailous look of the pedagogue's countenance, and hia 
■wdling manner, that something extraordinary was on bis 
mind, and waited with some little curiosity to learn what it 
might be. 

"Why, what in human natur'. Corny, do you meant" 
he cried, almost angrily. " Did ever mortal man hear of a 
gentleman's making a lady pay for a treat I Do you know 
you have made Miss Anneke pay for a treat!'* 

"A treat, Mr, Newcome!" 

'* Yes, a treat, Mr. Corny Littlepage 1 How often do yoa 
think young ladies will accompany you to shows, and ballst 
end other sights, if you make them pay/" 

Then a laugh ti derision add^ emphasis to Jason's 
words. 

"Pay! — could I presume to think Mias Hordaunt wotdd 
■uflbr me to pay money for her, or for her servant 1" 

" You almost make me think you a nat'ral I Young taea 
a/ways pay (or young women, and no questions asked. 
Did you not remark how smartly I ofiered to pay for this 
Hiss, and bow well she took it, until you stepped forward 
and cut me out; — I bore it, lor it saved me three nino- 

" 1 observed how Miss Hordaunt shrunk from ihe &mi- 
liarity of being called Miss, and how unwilling she was to 
kt you buy the tickets; and that I suspect was solely b». 
eonae alie saw you had some notion of what you call • 

I cannot ei^er into the philosophy of the thin^ bat ear. 



tunty nothing is more ralgar in Englisb, to addren • 
yoang lady as Miss, without affixing a name, whereas I 
know it is the height of breeding to say Mademoiselle in 
French, and am told the Spanian^, Italians and Germans, 
me its syDonyme io the same manner. I had been indignant 
kt Jason's familiarity when he called Anneke — the pretty 
Annekel — Misa; and felt glad of an occasion to \at him 
understand how I felt on the subject. 

" What a chHd you be, a'ter all, Corny I" exclaimed the 
pedagr^^, who was much too good-natured to take c^dob 
^ & trifle. " You a bachelor of arts I But this matter 
mat be set right, if it be only for the hononr of my school. 
Folks" — Jason never blundered cm the words 'one' <* 
'people' in this sense — "Folks may think that you hava 
been in tlie school since it has been under my care, and I 
trotddn't for the world have it gel abroad that a youth Crom 
my school had neglected to treat a lady under such circum- 
btances." 

Concaving it useiess to remonstrate with me any fbrther, 
Jason proceeded forthwith to Anneke, with whom he begged 
permission to say a word in private. So eager was my 
companion to wipe out the stain, and so surprised was tlie 
ymiiig lady, who gently declined moving more than a step, 
that the conference took place immediately und» my ob- 
servation, neither of the parties being aware that I necessa< 
lily heard or saw dl that passed. 

" You must excuse Corny, Miss," Jason commenced, 
^iWidudng his purse again, and beginning to hunt anew for 
a quarter and a shilling; " he is quite young, and knows 
DRwtbin' worth speaking of^ of the ways of mankind. Ah I 
Bere is just the money — three ninepennies, or three Yoric 
rinltings. Here, Miss, excuse Corny, and overlook it all ; 
Mien be is older, he will not make such blunders." 

*' I am not certain that I understand yon, sir 1" exclaimed 
Anneke, who had shrunk back a little at the ' Miss,' and 
who now saw Jason hold out the silver, with a surprise she 
W(A no pains to conceal. 

" This is the price of the tickets — yes, that's all. Naw* 
Aih* elae, on honour. CoiDy, you lemember, was so awfid 
dumb as to let you pay, just as if yoa had becai a gettOet 
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Aniwlce oow nniled, aai ^xtu^Bg «t tne at tbe same 
inataDt, a bright blush BOSaaed ber &oo, dtongh tbe mean- 
ing of my eys, as I ccttild eraily see, strongly lemjAed ber 
to laogh. 

" It k very well as it 49, Mr. Neflrccuiw, tteagh I SeA 
much indebted to ;yeur libeMl inieiltions " «be «ai^ torning 
-to Kjoin her fHrnde ; ■* it is euMOniary in New York for 
ladisa to pay, tteinselves, Ibt everything of this natore. 
When I go to Oonneetioiit, I abM 4M i^nitety indebted to 
yon Ibr another such oflbr." 

Jawn ifid not kaofr what 10 make of it I He long aflw 
busted that the yoong lady was * hu^d,' as be w)ed it, 
and that she had refused to take 4he money merely because 
■be was thus o^fflded. 

" There is a manner, you know, Corny," he aaid, " of 
doing evdn a g^Med thing, and that is to do it genteelly. I 
much doubt if a genteel thing con be done nngenteelly. 
One thing I'm thanhfiil fat, uid that is, that ahe dtmt know 
that you ever were at the ' Seminarian Inttitute' in your 
Viki" «noh being tbe appellation Jaadn had given to that 
which Mr. Worden had aimply called a ' Boyd' School.* 
To return to the booth. 

The lioD bad many visitors, and wo bad some difficult 
in finding placea. As a matter of course, Anneke was put 
in front, most of the men who were in tbe booth giving way 
to ber vrith respectful attrition. Unfortunately, the youi^ 
lady wore an ezoeediogly pretty shawl, in which scariet 
was a pred<Mninai]t colour ; and that which ooourred has 
been attributed to this oircumatance, though I am fiir fran 
affirmi^ ancfa to have been literally the case. Anneke, 
firom tbe first, mamfested no fear ; but the dfcle pressing 
00 bet from without, she got so near the (»ge that the beast 
thmrt a paw &iough, and actually ouight hold of the 
■hswl, dmwing dw alarmed ^rl quite up to dte bans. I 
waa at Amieke's dde, and with a preseoee of miad that 
DOW sur pris es nte, I soooeeded in throwing the shawl frott 
the preoMis creature's shoulders, and of fairly liftbg her 
from the ground and setting ber down again at a safe dis- 
tance frotn tbe beast. All tiiis passed bo soon that half tbe 
persons praamt were unconsdooa of what had ocounrad 
HBlil it WM all Ofer; and what aatoaialiei me mast ia, that 
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I da not letain the least reoollectic» of Iha pieaaiue I oa^ 
to havo felt wUle my torn encircled Anneke Mordaunt'i 
slender waiet, and while she waa alti^ether supported by 
me. The keeper interfered immediately, and the lion r» 
linquished the shawl, looking like a disappointed beast whoi 
he found it did not coatain its beautiful owner. 

Anneke was rescued before aha had lime fully to compre* 
bend the danger she had been in. Even Dirck could not 
advance to her aid, thongh he saw and comprehended tha 
imminent risk ran by the being he loved best in the world ; 
but Dirck was always so slow 1 I must do Jason the cre- 
dit to say that he behaved well, though so situated as to be 
of no real use. He rushed forward to assist Anneke, and 
remained to draw away the shawl, aa soon as the keeper 
had succeeded in making the lion relinquish his bold. But, 
all this passed so rapidly, as to give little opportunity for 
noting incidenla. 

Annelce was certainly well frightened by this adventure 
with the lion, as waa apparent by her changing colour, and 
a few tears that succeeded. ScUl, a glass of water, and a 
minute or two, seated in a chair, were sufGcient to restore 
ber self-composure, and she remained with us, for half an 
hour, examining and admiring her terrible assailant. 

And, here, let me add, for the benefit of those who have 
never had an opportunity of seeing the king of beasts, that 
be is a sight well worthy to behold I I have never viewed 
an elephant, which travelled gentlemen tell me is a still 
more extraordinary animal, though I find it difficult to ima- 
gine anything finer, in its way, than the lion which came 
so near injuring "sweet Anne Mordaunt." I question if 
any of us were aware of the full extent of the danger she 
ran, until we b^en to reflect on it coolly, after time and 
leisure were aflorded. As soon as the commotion naturally 
produced at first, had subsided, the incident seemed forgot- 
ten, and we lefl the booth, after a long visit, expatiating on 
the animal, and its character,, apparently in forgetfulnesi 
of that which, by one blow of his powerful paw, the lion 
might have rendered fatal to one of the very sweetest and 
happiest innocents of tbe whole province, hut for the timely 
and merciful interposition of a kind providence. 

Afler the little a&ir of the ticuols, I walked <hi with 
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Anneke, who deoJared her intenlion of quittiog the field, her 
escape begJuniog to afiect her spirits, and she was afraid 
that some particularly kind friead might carry an exagge< 
rated account of what had happened to her father. Dirck 
o6ered to accompany her home, for Mr. Mordaunt kept no 
carnage ; or, at least, nothing liiat was habitually used as a 
town equipage. We had all gone a^ far as the verge of the 
Common with Anneke, when the sweet girl stopped, looked 
at me earnestly, and, while her colour changed and tears 
rose to her eyes, she said, — 

"Mr. Liltlepage, I am just getting to be fully conscious of 
what I owe to you. The thing passed eo suddenly, and I 
was so much alarmed, that I did not know how to express 
myself at the time, nor am I certain that I do now. Believe 
me, notwithstanding, that I never «an forget this morning, 
and 1 beg of you, if you have a sister, to carry to her the 
proffered friendship of Anneke Mordaunt, and tell her that 
her own prayers in behalf of her brother will not be more 
sincere than mine." 

Before I could recollect myself, so as to make a suitable 
answer, Anneke had curtsied and walked away, with her 
baodkercbief to her eyes. 



Cf/atbeSae, 

As Dirck accompanied Miss Mordaunt to her father's 
koQse in Crown Street,* t look an occasion to give Jason 
the slip, being in no humour to listen to his lectures on the 
proprieties of life, and left the Pinkster field as fast aa I 
could. Notwithstanding the size and importance of New 
Tork, a holiday like this could not fail to draw great ciowda 
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of persons to vitneaa the sports. In 1757, James de Lan- 
c«y was at the head of the government of the province, as 
indeed ho had been, in efffect, for much of his life ; and I re- 
member to have met hb chariot, carrying the younger chil- 
dren of the family to the field, on my way into the town. 
Ab the day advanced, carrisgefl of one sort and another 
made their appearance in Broadway, principally conveying 
the children of their different owners. Ail these belonged 
to people of the iirst mark i nnd 1 saw the Ship that denotes 
the arms of Livingston, the Lance, of the de Lanceys, the 
Burning Castle, of the Morrises, and other armorial bearings 
that were well known in the province. Carriages, certainty, 
were not as common in 1767 its they have since become; 
but most of our distinguished people rode in their coaches, 
chariots, or phaetons, or conveyance of soihe sort or other, 
when there was occasion to go so far out of town as the 
Comrooo, which is the site of the present *' Park." llie 
roads on the island of Manhattan were very pretty and pic- 
turesque, winding among rocks and through rallsys, being 
lined with groves and copses in a way to render all the 
drives rami and retired. Here and there, one came to a 
country-house, the residence of some person of importance, 
which, by its comfort and snugness, gave all the indications 
of wealth and of a phident taste. Mr. Speaker Nicoll* had 

* Ilie panon meuit here, wu William NicoU, Gaqdiie, PateDtea 
of lalip, a, large Mtsto oa Lan£ Island, that is still in the &mily, 
under a Fateot granted in 1683. This geotlenun was a bod <tf Blr. 
SecretsTT' Nicoll, who is Bupposed to bate been a relative of CoL 
Nicoll, the first Eagluh Governor. Mr. Speaker iTicoll, as the sod 
waa Mtled, in eoiueqneDce of having filled that office for nearly & 
generation, waa the direct aoeestor of the Nicoltf of lalip and Shelter 
Iiland, as well as of a btajicb long settled at Stratford, Connecticnt. 
The boose alluded to by Mr. Littlepage, oa a relic of antiquitj in kit 
day, — American ontiquitv, be it remembered, — was etinxding a lew 
fears since, if it be not still atknding, at the point of junction Iwtweea 
Ihe Old Beaton Road and the New Road, and neailj oppoeita to the 
termination of the long avenne that led to RosehlU, originally a seat 
of the Watts'. The nouae atood a short distance above the preaent 
Union Square, and not &r from that of the preaent Gnunercy. It 
was, or II, a brick-honse of one storf, with a email court-yard in 
fhidt: the Hoom of Refuge being at a little diatance on ita right. 
If stul atandinj^, it mnit now be one of the oldeat buildinga of any 
■ort, in a town of 400,000 souls ! Aa Mr. Speaker Nicoll reaigned 
tlie ebair in 1TI8, this house must be at loast a hondred and thirty or 
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•ecu[Hed a dwelling of this sort for a long serieB of yoam, 
that was about a league from town, and which is still stat>d- 
ing, as 1 pass it constantly in travelling between Satanstoe 
and Yorii. I never saw the PuoDtee myself, as he died 
long before my birth ; hot his bouse near toWn still stands, 
as [have said, a manorial of past ages ! 

The whole town seemed tilive, and everybody had a d^ 
sire to get a glanceat the sports of the Pinkster Field; though 
the inore dignified and cultivated had selfHleaial enoogh to 
keep aloof, sinoe it would hardly have comported with their 
years and stations to be seen In such a place. The war had 
brought many laj^nients into the province, however, and I 
met at leaat twenty young ofitcers, strolling out to the scene 
c^ amnseniKit, as I walked into town, ! will confess I 
gazed at these youths with admiration, and not entirely 
without envy, as they passed me in pairs, laughing and 
diverting themselves with the grotesque groups of btaoka 
that were occasionally met, coming in from their sports. 
These young men I knew had enjoyed the advanta;^ of 
being edudUed at home, sonie of them, quite likely, in the 
Universities, and all of them amid the high civilization and 
(aste of England. I say all of th&n, too hastily ; as there 
wtire youn^ men of the colonies among them, wlw probably 
bad not enjoyed these advanlagei. The easy air, aelf-poa- 
session, and quiet, what shall I call iti — insolmce would 
be too Arong a Word, and a term that I, the s(» and grand- 
son of old king's officers, would not like to apply, and yrt 
it comes nearest to what I mean as applicable to the covert 
manneroftheseyoUngmen—^Jut, whatever it was, that pecu- 
liar air of metropolitan superiority over provincial ignorance 
and provincial dependence, which certainly distinguished all 
tbe younger men of this class, bad an efiect on me, I find it 
difficult to describe, I was a loyal subject, loved the King, 
— most particularly since he was so identified with the Pro- 

£ir^y«BMold; and it may bo qoeititaed if adoxen uold, public or 
private, can be finrnd on tbe wlude island- 
As tiie reeiilaT EuaUj KBidencea of the NieoUa wero ia SntFolk, or 
oa Ibeir citatei, it is probable that tbe abode mentioned was, in a 
aisunn, vwiM to nn iQlmiiBrTiagv witb the Watta', u mnch ai lo 
tbe MOMiAyaf the Bpeaket'a psaraig lO uneh time at tbe seM «€ 
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lestant BuccSBaioD,— loved tJI of ths blood-royal, and wished 
tor nothing mora th&D the honour and luirlre of the English 
crown. Oae thus disposed could not but feel ami»bly 
towards the King's officers; yet, I will confess, there were 
HMXnents when this air of iil-concealed superiority, thia 
niRDDer that bo much resembled that of the master towarda 
the servaat, the superior to the dependent, the patron to the 
clteat, gave me deep offence, and feelings so bitter, that I 
was obliged to struggle hard to suppress them. But this is 
anticipating, and is laEerrupling the course of ray narrative. 
1 am iaclioed to think there must always be a good deal t^ 
this reeling, where the relation of principal and dependant 
exists, as between distinct territories. 

I was a good deal exdted, and a little fatigued with the 
walk and the incidents of the morning, and determined to 
proceed at once to Duke Street, and share the cold dinner 
of my aunt ; for few private families in York, that depended 
on re^lar cooks for their food, had anything served warm 
on their tables, for that and the two succeeding days. 
Here aud there a white substitute was found, it is true, and 
we had the benefit of such an assistant at half-past one. It 
was (be English servant of a Col. Mosely, an^fficer of the 
army, who was intimate at my uncle's, and who had had 
the civility to ofier a man for this occasion. I afterwards 
ascertained, that many officers manifested the same kind 
spirit towards various olber families in which they visited 
on terms of friendahip. 

Marriages between young English officers and our pretty, 
delicate York belles, were of frequent occurrence, and I 
had felt a twinge or two, on the subject of Aaoeke, that 
morning, as 1 passed the youths of the 56Ih, 60th, or Loyat 
Americans, 17th, and other regiments that were then in the 
province. 

My aunt was descending from the drawuig-room, in din- 
ner dress— lor that no lady ever neglects, even though she 
dines on a cold dumpling. As I opened the street-door, 
Mrs. Legge was not coming down alone to take her seat at 
tahie, but, having some extra duty to perform in consO' 
quence of the absence of most of her household, she was 
engaged in that service. Seeing me, however, she slopped 
UP the landing of the stairs, and beck(»ied me to approach. 
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"Corny" she ssid, "what hnre 7011 been 6cmg, my 
child, to have drawn thia honour upon yon?" 

" Honour I — I am ignorant of having eren recdved any. 
What can you mean, nw-dear aunt t" 

" Here is Hennaa Kbrdaunt waitiDg to see you, in the 
dnwing-room. He aaked particularly for yoa ; — wishes to 
tee you — expreasea his regrela that you sra not in, and 
talks only of yon /" 

" In which case, I ought to hasten up stairs in order to 
recdve him, as aoon as posnble. I will tell you all ahont 
, it at dinner, aunt ;^-excuse me now." 

Away I wenl, with a beating heart, to receive a visit 
from Anneke's father. I can scarcely give a reason why 
this gentleman was usually called, when he was spoken of, 
and sometimes when be was spoken to, Herman Mordannt ; 
unless, indeed, it were, that lieing in part of Dutch extrac- 
tion, the name which denoted the circumstance (Hermanus 
— pronounced by the Hollanders, Hermaaous,) was used by 
a portion of the population in token of the (ivct, and adopted 
by others in pure compliance. But Herman Mordaunt was 
he usually styled ; and this, too, in the way of respect, and 
not as coarse-minded persons afiect to speak of their supe- 
riors, or in a way to boast of their own familiarity, I 
should have thought it an honour, at my time of life, to 
receive a visit from Herman Mordaunt ; but my heart fairly 
beat, as I have said, as I went hastily up stairs, to meet 
Anneke's father. 

Hy uncle was not in, and I found my visiter wailing for 
me, alone, in the drawing-room. Aware of the state of the 
family, and of all families, indeed, during Pinkster, be had 
insisted on my aunt's quitting him, whife he hxAed over 
aorae new books that had recendy been recdved frota home ; 
among which was a new and very handsome edition of th» 
Spectator, a work that enjoys a just cdebrity throughout 
the colonies. 

Mr. Mordaunt advanced to recmve me with studied po 
Hleness, yet a warmth that could not well be counterfeited, 
the instant I approached. Nevertheless, his manner was 
easy and natural ; and to me be aj^teared to be the highest- 
bied man I had ever seen. 

** I am thankful that tho debt of gratitude I owe yon, iny 
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jroung friend," he said, Bt onee, snd irithont preTaos of any 
■ort, unless that of mamier be vo tecMved) " is due to (hB 
son of a genlteman I so much nSeetn as EWans lAttiepage. 
A loyal subject, an honest mas, and a w^-eonnected and 
wdl-deseended genilennii, like him, my w^ be the parent 
oi a brave youth, who does not hesitate to face ena lions, 
in defence of the weaker sax." 

" I cannot afiect to niisunderslaad jron, sir," I answered ; 
"and I eincerely congratulate yon that natters are no worse ; 
though you greatly overrate (he danger. I doubt if even a 
lion would have the heart lo bul Miss Mondaunt, were she 
in bis power," 

I Uimk this was a very pretty speech, fbt' a yobth of 
twenty ; and I confess I look bat^ upon .it, even now, mOt 
GonplaceDcy. If I occeBionally beUay Weakness of tUa 
ohwnder, I beg the reader to recollect that I am acting ia 
the part of an bonert faislofian, and that it <i8 my aim to 
oonoeal nothing that ought to be kntfwn. 

Herman Mordaunt did not reanitie his se^ on account 
of the lateness of the boar, (half^past one) ; bat be mado 
tne professiona of IHendship, and named Friday, the first 
moment when he could comamad the services of his domes- 
lies, when I should dine with him. The army had intro> 
duced later boars tban was usual ; aind tbb invitation wAs 
givui ibr three o'clock ; it being swd, at the time, as I welt 
remember, that persoas of fashion in London sat down to 
table even later than this> After remaining with me five 
minutes, Hennan Mordaunt took his leave. Of course, I 
accompanied him to the door, where we parted with many 
bows. 

At dinner, I told my nnble and aimt all that had occurred, 
and waa glad to hear Uiem both speak so favourably of my 
BOW acquaintances. 

" Herman Mordaunt might be a much more coasiderablo 
roan than be is," observed my uncle, "were be di^nsed to 
eoter into puUic life. He has talents, a good education, a 
very handsome estate, and is well^conUected in the colony, 
certainly; some say at home, also." 

" And Anneke is a aweet young thing," added itiy annt ; 
*' and, (dnce Corny was to assist any youi^ lady, 'I am 
kmitily ^ it was Aaneke. She is mi eacrite« m nta n . 



knd her mother was one of my most intimate fHendH, u 
she wu of my eiater Littlepsge, too. You tnust go kdA 
ioqnire afler her health, this evening, Corny. Bach an at- 
tentiofl H due, alter what has passed all Tonnd." 

Did 1 wish to comply with this advice? Out of all ques- 
tion ; and yet I was too young, and too little at my ease, to 
undertake this ceremony, without many mi^iTngs. Lnckily, 
Dirck came in, in the evening) and my aunt repeating her 
opinion before my friend, he at once declared it was alto- 
gether proper, and that he thought Anneke would have a 
right to expect it. As he ofiered to be my companiob, we 
were soon on our way to Crown Street, in which Mr. Mor- 
daunt owned and inhabited a very excellent house. We 
were admitted by Mr, Moi^nnt himself, not one of hia 
Uacks having yet iclnmed from the Hnkster field. 

Dirck appeared to be on the best terms, not only with 
Iferman Mordaunt, but with his charming daughter. I had 
observed that the latter always called him " eaittin Dirck," 
and I hardly knew whether to interpret this tta a sign of par- 
ticular or of family regard. That Dirck was fonder of An- 
neke Mordannt than of any other human being, I could easily 
see ; and I confess that the discovery already began to cause 
uneasiness. I loved Dirck, and wished he tered any one 
ebe but the very being I feared he did, 

Herman Mordaunl showed me the way, up the noMe, 
wide, mahogany-garnished staircase of hts dwelling, and 
ushered us into a very handsome, though not very lai^, 
but well-lighted drawing-room. There sat Anneke, his 
daughter, in the lovdiness of her maiden charms, a little 
more dressed than usual, perhaps, ibr she bad three or lour 
young and lovely girls wiUi her, and five or six young men ; 
among whom were no less than three scarlet coats, 

I shall not attempt to conceal my weakness. Only twenty, 
inexperienced and unaccustomed to town society, I felt awk- 
ward and unpleasantly the instant I entered the room ; nor 
did the feeling subside during the first half-hour. Anneke 
can»e forward, one or two steps, to meet me ; and I could 
see, she was almrat as much confused, as I was myself. 
EHie blushed, as she thanked me for the service I had rea- 
dcred, and expressed h^ eatisfkction that her latbei haA 
been fbrtunatCi emngfa to fad me at home, and had had an 
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owortunity of nying a little of what he felt, on the occa* 
■ion. She then invited me to be seated, naming me to Ihi 
company, and telling me who two or three of the young 
ladies were. From these last I received sundry approving 
unites ; which I took as so many thanks for serving their 
friend ; while I could not help seeing that I was on object 
of ezaminatioD to moat of the men present. The three 
officers, in particular, looked at me the most intently, and 
the longest. 

" I trust, your little accident, which could have been of no 
great moment, in itself, since you escaped so well, did not 
have the eflect to prevent you from enjoying the rare fua 
of this Pinkster affair 1" said one of the scarlet coats, as 
•oon as the movement caused by my reception had subsided. 

"You call ita * little accident,' Mr, Bulstrode," returned 
Anneke, with a reproachful shake of her pretty head, " but» 
I can assure you, it is not a trifle, to a young lady, to find 
herself in the paws of a lion." 

" Seriou* accident, then ; since, I see, you are resolved to 
consider yourself a victim ;" rejoined the other ; " but, not 
serious enough, I trust, to deprive you of the funi" 

" Pinkster fields, and Pinkster frolics, are no novelties to 
us, nr, OS they occur every season ; and I am just old enough 
not to have missed one of them all, for the last twelve 
years." 

" We heard you had been ' out," put in another red-coat, 
whom I had heard called Billings, " accompanied by a little 
artrnf, of what Bulstrode called, the Light Infantry." 

Here three or four of the other young ladies joined in the 
discourse, at once, protesting against Mr. Bulstrode's placing 
their younger sisters in the army, in so cavalier a manner; 
on accusation that Mr. Bulstrode endeavoured to parry, by 
declaring his hopes of having them all, not only in the 
army, but in bis own regiment, one day or other. At this, 
there was a certain amount of mirth, and various protesla- 
' tionsof an unwiliiogoess to enlist; in which, I was glad to 
see, that neither Anneke, nor her most intimate friend, Mary 
Wallace, saw fit to join. I liked their reserve of manner, 
far belter than the girlish trifling of their companions ; and, 
I could see, that all the men respected them the more for it. 
Then was a good deal of geoosl and disjointed oonTena* 
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tioa that succeeded ; which I shall not praiend to follow or 
mlate, but confine myself to such obwrvations as had « 
bearing on matters that were connected with myself* 

As none of the young soldiers were addressed by their 
military titles, such things never occurrioK in the better 
circles, as I now discovered, and, least of all, in those con- 
nected with the army, I was not able, at the time, to ascer- 
tun the rank of the three red.-coats ; though I aflerwarda 
ascertained, that the youngest was an ensign, of the name 
of Harris ; a mere boy, and the younger son of a nwmber 
of Parliament. The next oldest, Billings, was a captain, 
and was said to be a natural son of a nobleman ; while 
Bulstrode was aclnally the oldest son of a baronet, of three 
or four thousand a year, and had already bought his way 
np as high as a Majority, though only four-and-twenty. 
This last was a handsome fellow, too; nor had I been an 
• hour in his company, before I saw, plainly enough, that he 
was a strong admirer of Aoneke MordaunL The other two 
evidently admired themselves too much, to have any very 
Uvely feelings on the subject of other persons. As for Dirck, 
younger than myself, and diffident, as well as slow by 
nature, he kept himself altogether in the back-ground, con- 
versing, most of the time, with Herman Mordaunt, on the 
subject of fanning. 

We had been together an hour, and I had acquired suffi- 
cient ease to change my seat, and to took at a picture or 
two^ which adorned the walls, and which were said to be 
originals, from the Old World; for, to own the truth, the 
art of pointing has not made much progress in the ndonies. 
We Aave painters, it is true, and one or two are said to be 
men of rare merit, the ladies being very fond of sitting to 
tbem for their portraits; but these are exceptions. At a 
future day, when critics shall have immortalized the namea 
of a Smybert, and a Watson, and a Blackburn, the people 
of these provinces will become aware of the talents they 
once possessed among them ; and the grandchildren <^ those 
who neglected these men of genius, in their day — ay, their 
descendants to the latest generations — will revenge the 
wrongs of merit and talent, to the end of civilized time. It 
u a ihiling of colonies to be diffident of iheir own c^iniona ; 
but I have bmrd gentlemen, who were educated at hom^ 
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and who possesMd cnldvated and k&io] tutn, affim tbat 
the pointen or Europe, wbcn TisilJDg this bemispbere, ham 
retained all their excellence ; and have painted as fredj aod 
M well, under an American, as under a European sun. Aa 
for a BiBter art, the Thespian muse had actually made her 
appearance among us, five years bdiire the time of my rtsit 
to town in 1757, or in 178S j a theatre haying actually beoi 
boat and opened in Nassau Street in 17S3, with a company 
tmder (bs care of the cetelffaled Hallam, tmd his bmily. 
This theatre I had been dyii^ to visit, while it stood, £>r aa 
yet I bed nerer witnessed a theatrical performance; btit my 
mother's injunctions prevented nw from entering it irtiile at. 
ocJl^e. *' When yon are old enough. Corny, she used to 
say, " you shall have my permission to go as often aa ia 

E'oper t but you are now of an age, when Sbakspeare and 
awe might unsettle your Latin and Greek." My task of 
obe<fieace bad not be^ very difficult, inasmuch as the build- • 
ii^ in Nassau Street, the second regular theatre ever oecled 
ia British America, was taken down, and a ehorch erected 
in its place * The comedians went to die iriands, and bad 
net re-appeared on the oontinrat down to the period of wlwA 
I am now writing ; nor did thnr return occur until the fid- 
lowing year. That they were eipeOed, however, and that 
a new house bad been built for them, in another part of th« 
town, I was aware, though month aAer month passed away, 
and the much-ezpeded cotnpany did not appear. 1 bad 
understood, however, that the lai^ military force collectii^ 
in the colony, would be likely to ^i^ them back soon ; and 
the convenation soon look a turn, that proved bow imidk 
interest the young, the gay, and the &ir, felt ia the result. 
I was still looking at a picture, when Mr. Butstrode ap- 
proached tne, and entered into OonversBtjoK. It will he 
remembered, tint this gentleman was four years nty senior i 
tiiat he had been at one of the onivernties ; was the heir to 
a baronetcy ; knew the world ; had risen to a Majority m 
the army, and was by nature, as well as tra^ng, agreeable, 
when be had a mind to be, and gented. These circum- 
Bttuices, I could not but feel, gave him a vast advantage over 
me; aad I heartily wi^ed that we stood anywhMC but te 
the fnesenee of Anneke Mordasnt, as he ttius saw fit H 

' The cfanrch ii now (1845) being Goavsttcd mto a. PosU)fflaa. 



■1^ ine oat for iaviiioaa eompansoB, I^ a aort of tUt^ 
(jte, or aside. Still, I could Dot complaia of bis muiMVi 
vliich was both polite and respectful ; ibough I could scaice 
diveet myself of the idea, thai be was coTerUy amuMng bim- 
arif, the whole time. 

"You are a ibrtunate man, Mr. Littlepage," be oom- 
meiiced, ** in having bad it in your power to do so import- 
But a service to Miaa Mordaunt. We all envy you youi 
lock, while we admire ^our spirit, uid I fool certain tbe 
men of our r^jiamt will take some proper DOtics ot it, 
IGss Anneke is in poneuicm of half our heuta, and we 
should be still more beartlees to overlook sueb a aervioe." 

I mnttoMNi some half-iotelligibte answer to this ccvnpli- 
ment, and my new aoquaiataaae pnweeded. 

" I am almotf smpnaed, Mr. I^ttqiage," be added, " Hmt 
a man of your a^t does acl oome amcuig us in times as 
during as Ibfise. They tell me both your father and gni^ 
&tber aemd, and that you are quite at your ease. Yoa 
will find a great many mm of merit and bsbion arocng ua, 
and I m^e no doubt they weald contribute to make your 
time pass agreeobiy enough. Large reinforoemente are 
^lected, and if you are im^ined for a pair of odours, I 
fiiink I know a bi^Uon in wfatch there are a vacancy or 
two, and wbich will certainly s^e in tbe odonies. It 
would afford me great pleasure to help to further your viewa, 
should you be disposed to turn them towards tbe anny." 

Now all this waa said widi an air of great apparent 
frankneaa and sincerity, wbich I &ncied waa only tbe more 
visible from tbe circumstance that Anneke was so seated 
as anavcndably to hear every word of what was said. I 
observed that she even turned her eyes on me as I made 
my answer, though I did not dare so far to observe her in 
torn aa'to note their expression. 

" I am very sensible, Mr. Bulstrode, of the liberality and 
kindness of your intoitions," I ansirored steadily enot^b, 
for pride came to my assistance, " though I fear it will not 
be ID my power lo profit by it at once, u ever. My grand- 
ialher is still living, and be has much influence over me and 
my finttme, and I know it is bis wish that I should remain 
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utd curioaity than strictiy comported wilh good-broeding 
perhapa. 

" Sktanatoe ; I do not wonder you smile, for it has an 
odd sound, but it is the name my grandfather has given tbe 
family place in Westchester. Given, I have said, though 
translated would be better, as I understand the present 
appellation is pretty literally rendered iato English from 
the Dutch." 

'* 1 like the name exceedingly, Mr. Littlepage, and I feel 
certain I should like your good, old, boaest, Angto-Saxoa 
grandfather. But, pardon me, it is bia wish yon should 
remain at Satansfootl" 

*' Satanstoe, sir ; we do not aspire to tbe whole feoL It 
is my grandfather's wish that I remain at home until c^ 
age, which will not be now fer some rootilhs." 

" By way of keeping you out of Satan's ibotstepe, I sup- 
pose. Well, these old gentlemen are oflen right. Should 
you alter your views, however, my dear Liulepage, do not 
forget me, but remember you can count on one who has 
some iittle influence, and who will ever be ready to exert it 
in the behalf of one who has proved so serviceable to Miss 
Mordaunt. Sir Harry is a martyr to the gout, and talks 
of letting roe stand in his place at tbe dissolution. In that 
case my wishes will naturally carry more weight. I like 
that name of Salanstoe amazingly 1" 

" I am infinitely obliged to you, Mr. Bulstrode, though 1 
will confess I have never looked forward to rising in the 
world by taxing my friends. One may own that be oos 
had Boioe hopes founded on merit and honesty — " 

" Poh I poh I — my dear Littlepage, honesty is a very 
pretty thing lo talk about, but I suppose you remember 
what Juvenal says on that interesting subject — "probitOM 
laudaiur et alget." I dare say you are fresh enough from 
college to remember that comprehensive sentiment," 

" I have never read Juvenal, Mr. Bulstrode, and never 
wish to, if such be the tendency of what he teaches — " 

" Juvenal was a satirist, you know," interrupted Bulstrode 
a little hastily, for by this time he too had ascertained that 
Anneke was listening, and he betrayed soine eagerness ' to 
g^ rid of so flagitious a sentiment ; " and satirists speak of 
thines aa they are, rather than as they ought lo be. I dar* 



SATAItBTOB. BS 

my R«ne deserved all she got, for (bo tnoniliMs give a very 
tad account of ber condition. Of all the large capitals of 
wiiich WB have any account, Xiondon is tbe mly town of 
even tolerable raanners." 

What young Bulstrode would bave ventured lo say next, 
it Is out of my power to guess ; for a certain Miss Warren, 
who was of tbe company, and wbo particutarly afiected the 
youth, luckily called out at this critical instant — 

" Your attention one moment, if you please, Mr. Bulstrode; 
is it true that the gentlemen of the army have been getting 
the new theatre in preparation, and that they intend to favour 
us with some representations! A secret something like thia 
bas just leaked out, from Mr. Harris, wbo even goes so far 
as to add that you can tell us all about it." 

" Mr. Harris mttst be put under an arrest for this, though 
I hear the colonel let tbe cat out of the bag, at the Lt. C^ 
vemor'a table, as early as last week." 

" I can assure you, Mr, Bulstrode," Anneke observed 
calmly, " that I have heard rumours lo this eSect for quite 
a fortnight. You must not blame Mr. Harris solely, for 
your whole regiment has been hinting to the same purpose 

" Then the delinquent will escape, this time. I coufess 
the charge ; we have hired the new theatre, and do intend 
to solicit the honour of the Indies coming to hear me murder 
Cato, and Scrub ; a pretty climax of characters, you will 
admit, Miss Mordaunti" 

" I know nothing of Scrub, though I have read Mr. Addi- 
son's play, and tbluk you have no need of being ashamed 
of the character of Cato. When is the theatre to open 1" 

" We follow the sable gentry. As soon as St. Pinkster 
has received his proper share of afCention, we shall intro- 
duce Dom-Calo and Mr. Scrub to 3rouT acquaintance." 

All the young ladies, but Anneke and her friend Mary 
Wallace, laughed, two or three repeating the words ' St. 
Pinkster,' as if they contained something much cleverer 
than it was usual to hear. A general burst of exclamallons, 
expressions of pleasure, and of questions and answers fi>U 
lowed, in which two or three voices were hesid at tbe same 
■noiDezit, during which time Anneke turned to me, who mm 



ilini<ipg now iier, at tb« spot occupod by Buhtioda a 
minule before, and seemed anxious to say aomethii>{j. 

" Do you seriously think of the army, Mr. Littlepage t" 
she asked, changing colour at the freedom of her owb 
question. 

^' In a war like this, do one can say when he may be 
oallod on to so out," I aaswered, " But, only as a dci^der 
of the soil, if at ail." 

I thoi^ht Anoeke Hordauat aeeaied pleased with this 
answer. After a short psuae, she resomed the dialogue. 

" Ofoourae you understand Latin, Mr. Littlepage, although 
you have not been at the universities 1" 

" As it is taught in our own colleges, Miss MordaanL** 

" And that is sufficient to tell me what Mr. Bubtroda'a 
quotation means — if it be proper for me to hear." 

"He would hardly presume to use even a Latin sajnng 
in your presence, that is unfit for your ear. The maxim 
which Mr, Bulstrode attributes to Juvenal, simply meoiis 
* that honesty is praised and starves,' " 

I thought that something like displeasure settled on the 
fair,, polished, brow of Miss Mordaunt, who, I could soon 
aee, possessed much character and high principles ibr qbq 
of ber lender years. She said nothing, however, though 
■he exchanged a very meaning glance with her friend Mary 
Wallace. Her lips were moved, and I fancied 1 could trace 
the formation of the sounda " honesty is praised and 
starves I" 

" And you are to be Cato I hear, Mr. Bulstrode," cried 
ooe of the young ladies, who thought more of a scarlet 
coat, I fancy, than was for her own good. " How very 
charming ! Will you play the character in regimentals or 
in mohair-4a a raiodern or in an ancient dress?" 

** In my ro&e de ctoiHire, a little altered for the occasion, 
unless St, Pinkster and his sports should suggest soma 
inore appropriate costume," answered the young man 
l^tly. 

"Are you quite aware what feast Pinkster is 7" asked 
Anneke, a little gravely. 

Bulstrode actually changed colour, for it had never 
woaaed his mind to inquire into (he character of the holi- 
day ; and, to own lbs tnith, the manner in which it is k^ 
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bj the negroes of New York, never would enlighten him 
much on the Bubjcct, 

" That ii infornialion for which I perceive I am now 
about to be indebled to Miss MordauQt." 

"Then you shall not be disappointed, Mr. Bulslrode; 
Pinkster is neither more nor less than the Festival of WhiU 
Sunday, or the Feast of Pentecost. 1 suppose we shall now 
hear no more of your saint." 

Bulstrode took this little punishment, which was very 
aweetly but quite steadily uttered, with perfect good-humour, 
and with a manner so rebuked as to prove that Anneke 
possessed great control over him. He bowed in submission, 
and she smiled so kindly, that I wished the occasion for the 
little paatomime had not occurred. 

"Our ancestors. Miss Mordaunt, never heard of any 
Pinkster, you will remember, and that must explain my 
ignorance," he said meekly, 

" But some of mine have long understood it, and observed 
the festival," answered Anneke. 

"Ay, on the side of Holland — but when I presume to 
speak of our ancestors, I menu those which I can claim the 
honour of boasting aa belonging to me in common with 
yourself." 

" Are you and Mr. Bulstrode, then, related V I asked, as 
it might be invuluntarily and almost too abruptly. 

Anneke replied, however, in a way to show that she 
thought the question natural for the circumstances, and not 
in the least out of place. 

" My grandfather's mother, and Mr. Bulstrode's grand- 
lather, were brother and sister," was the quiet answer. 
" This makes us a sort of cousins, according to those Dutch 
notions which he so much despises, though I fancy it would 
not count for much at home." 

Bulstrode protested to the contrary, stating that he kneT 
bis father valued his relationship to Mr. Mordaunt, by the 
eameat manner in which he had commaaded him to culti. 
«te the acquaintance of the family the instant he reached 
New York. I saw by this, ihe footing on which the formi- 
dable Major was placed in Ihe family, everybody seeming 
to be related to Anneke Mordaunt but myself. I took an 
1 that very evening, to question the dear ^rl on tlw 
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subject of her Dutch connections, giving her a doe to mine • 
but with all our industry, and some assistance from Herman 
Hordaunt, who took an Mtgfest in such a subject, as it 
might be ex oficio, we could piako out no affinity worth 
■nentioDiDg. 



CHAPTER VII. 

*■ Sir Valwlinc, I ore not for bar, L" 
•• I h<^ bim bnl ■ fool, that will eadtngn 
Hii body for • girl lb>l loTei him not." 
II I claim her not, tad therefore the ii thine." 

T\iio Genlttmeti of VtmtA 

I SAW Anne Mordount several times, either in the street 
or in her own bouse, between that evening and the Aay I 
waa to dine with her father. The morning of the last 
named day Mr. Bulslrodc favoured me with a call, and an- 
nounced that he was to be of the party in Crown Street, 
&nd that the whole company was to repair to the theatre, to 
see his own Cato and Scrub, in the evening, 

*'By giving yourself the trouble to call at the Crown and 
Bible, kept hard-by here, in Hanover Square or Queen Street, 
by honest Hugh Gaine, you will find a package of tickets 
for yourself, Mr. and Mrs. Legge, and your relative Mr. 
Dirck Pollock, as I believe the gentleman is called, Theso 
Dutch bave extraordinary patronymics, you must admit, 
Littlepage." 

" It may appear so to an Englishman, though our names 
are quite as odd to strangers. But Dirck Van Valken- 
burgh is not a kinsman of mine, though he is related to tba 
Hordaunts, your relnlives." 

" Well, it 's all the same ! I knew he was related to 
somebody that I know, and I fancied it was to yourself, I 
am sure I never see him but I wish he was in our grenadier 
company." 

" Dirck would do honour to any corps, but you koow 
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bow it is with the Dutch families, Mr, Bulatroile. They 
atitl retain much of tiieir attachment to HollaEid, and do not 
as of\eQ talie service ia the army, or navy, aa we of Eng- 
lish descent." 

" I should have thought a century might have cooled 
.hem off, a little, from their veneration of the meadows of 
Holland. It is (he opinion at borne, that New York is a 
particularly well affected colony," 

" So it is, as I hear from all sides. As respects the 
Dutch, among ourselves, I have heard my grandfather say, 
that the reign of King William had a powerful influence in 
reconciling them to the new government, but, since bis day, 
that Ihey are less loyal than formerly. The Von Valken- 
burghs, notwithstanding, pass for as good subjects as any 
that the house of Hanover possesses. On no account would 
I injure them in your opinion." 

" Good or bad, we shall hope to see your friend, who ia 
a connection in some way, as you believe, of the Mor- 
daunts. You will gel but a faint idea of what one of the 
royal theatres is, Liltlepage, by (his representation of ours, 
though it may serve to kill time. But, I must go to re- 
hearsal ; we shall meet at three." 

Here my gay and gallant major made his bow, [|nd took 
his leave. I proceeded on to the sign of the Crown and the 
Bible, where I found a large collection of people, coming 
in quest of tickets. As the elite of the town would not of 
themselves form an audience sufficiently large to meet the 
lowering ambition of the players, more than half the tickets 
were sold, the money being appropriated to the sick families 
of soldiers — those who were not entitled to receive aid from 
government. It was deemed a high compliment to receive 
tickets gratis, though all who did, made it a point to leave 
> donation to the fund, with Mr. Gaine, Receiving my 
package, I quitted the shop, and it being the hour for the 
morning promenade, I went up Wall Street, to the Mall, as 
Trinity Church Walk was even then called. Here, I ex- 
pected to meet Dirck, and hoped to see Anneke, for the 
place was much frequented by the young and gay, both in 
the mornings and in the evenings. The bands of different 
aKgimuila were stationed in the churchyard, and the com- 
fnny iras often tt«ated to much fine martial munc. Boom 
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few of ihe more scrupulous objected to this desecration (rf 
tbe churchyard, bul the army had everything pretty much 
in iti own woy. As they were supposed to do nothing but 
what was approved of at home, the dissenters were litilo 
heeded, nor do 1 think the army would have greatly cared, 
had ihey been more numerous. 

I dare say there were fifty young ladies promenading the 
church-wallc when I reached it, and nearly as many young 
men in attendance on them ; no small portion of tlie last 
being scarlet-coats, though the mohairs had ibeir represent- 
atives there too. A few blue-jackets were among us also, 
there being two or three king's cruisers in port. As do odo 
presumed to promenade the Mall, who was not of a certain 
■tamp of respectability, the company was all gaiiy dressed; 
and I will confess that I was much struck with the air of 
. the place, Ihe first time I showed myself among the gay 
idlers. The impression made oo me that morning was so 
vivid, that I will endeavour to describe the scene, as it now 
presents itself to my mind. 

In the first place, ihere was the noble street, quite eighty 
feel in width in its narrowest part, and gradually expanding 
as you looked towards the bay, until it opened into an area 
of more than twice that width, at the place called the Bowl- 
ing-Green.* Then came the Port, crowning a sharp emi- 
nence, and overlooking everything in that quarter of the 
town. In the rear of the Fort, or in its front, taking a water 
view, lay the balteriea that had been built on the rocka 
which form the soulh-western termination of the island. 
Over these rocks, which were hiack and picturesque, and 
over the batteries they supported, was obtained a view of 
the noble bay, dotted here and there with some speck of B 
Bail, or possibly with some vessel anchored on its placid 
bosom. Of Ihe two rows of elegant houses, most of them 
of hrick, and with very few exceptions principally of two 

* Mr. CorncliuB Liltlepa^ betmys not a little of provincisl Bdmi. 
Wtion, BB tho reader wiil see. I navd not thouglit it necesmrj to 
prune these paseagCB, their causes being- too familiar to leave v>j 
danger of their inMrtion's being miBUnderatood. Admiration of 
Broailwiy, cerlunly not more than a Ihird-cloai lti«et| ui atreela 
go in tha aid vrorw, is aa nry ouniintM unong u u to aesd Bo 
^olqgy, — Eduok. 
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storin in height, it is scarcely necessaiy to spe&k, aa thera 
are few who have not heard of, and formed some nolioa of 
Broadway ; a street that all agree is oae day to bs the pride 
of the weatem world. 

In the other directioD, I will admit that the view was not 
■o retnarkahle, the bouses beiog principally of wood, and 
of a somewhat ignoble appearance. Nevertheless the army 
was said to frequent those habitations quite as much aa th^ 
did any other in the place. Afler reaching the Common, or 
present Park, where the great Boston road led off into the 
country, the view was just the reverse of that which was 
seen in the opposite quarter. Here, all was inland, and 
rural. It ia true, the new Bridewell had been erected in 
that quarter, and there was also a new gaol, both facing ths 
comnxtn; and the king's troops hail barracks in their rear; 
but high, abrupt, conical hills, with low marshy land, or- 
chards and meadows, gave to all that portion of the iaiand 
a peculiarly novel and somewhat picturesque character. 
Many of the hilla in that quarter, and inde^ all over the 
widest pari of the island, are now surmounted by country- 
bousea, as some were then, including Petersfield, the ancient 
abode of the Stuyveaanta, or that farm which, by being 
called aller the old Dutch governor's retreat, has given the 
name of Bowery, or Bouerie, to the road that led to it ; as 
well as the Bowery-house, as it was called, the country 
abode of the then Lieutenant Governor, James de Lancey ; 
Mount Bayard, a place belonging- to that respectable family ; 
Mount Pitt, another that waa the prc^rty of Mrs. Jones, 
the wife of Mr. Justice Jonef^ a daughter of James de Lan- 
cey, and various other mounts, houses, hills, and places, 
that are familiar to the gentry and people of New York. 

But, the reader can imagine for himself the effect pro* 
duced by such a street as Broadway, reaching very nearly 
half a mile in length, terminating at one end, in an ele> 
fated, commanding Fort, with its back. ground of batteries, 
rocks and bay, audi at the other, with the common, on 
which troops were now constantly parading, the Bridewell 
ml gBoI, and the novel scene I have just mentioned. Nor 
i* Trinity itself to he forgotten. This edifice, one of the 
Soblest, if not the most noble of its kind, in all the colonies, 
*Mi ila gothic aichiiecture, statues in carved atone, aitd 
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flanking walls, was a close accessory of the view, giving to 
Ihe whole grandeur, and a moral.* 

As has been said, I found the Mall crowded with joang 
persoDs of fashion and respectability. This Mali was near 
a hundred yards in length ; and it follows that there must 
have been a goodly show of youth and beauty. The fine 
weather had commenced ; spring had fairly opened ; Pink- 
ster Blossoms (the wild honeysuckle) had been seen in 
abundance throughout the week ; and everything and per- 
son appeared gay and happy. 

1 could discover that my person in this crowd attracted 
attention as a stranger. I say as a stranger j for I am un- 
willing to betray so much vanity as to ascribe the manner 
in which many eyes followed me, to any vain notion that I 
was known or admired. Still, I will not so far disparage 
Ihe gifts of a bountiful Providence, as to leave the impres- 
sion that my face, person, or air was particularly disagree- 
able. This would not be the fact ; and I have now reached 
a time of life when something like the truth may be told, 
without the imputation of conceit. My mother often boasted 
to her intimates, " that Corny was one of the best-made, 
handsomest, most active, and genteelest youths in the colo- 
ny." This I know, for such things will leak out ; bnt 
mothers are known to have a remarkable weakness on the 
aubjecl of their children. As I was the sole surviving off- 
spring of my dear mother, who was one of the best-hearted 
women that ever breathed, it is highly probable that the 
notions she entertained of her son partook largely of the 
love she bore me. It is true, my aunt Legge, on more than 
one occasion, has been heard to express a very similar 
opinion ; though nothing can be more natural than that 
sisters should think alike, on a family matter of this parti- 
cular nature, more especially as my aunt Legge never had 
a child of her own to love and praise. 

Let all this be as it may, well stared at was I, as I min- 
gled among the idlers on Trinity Church Walk, on the 

• The prnvincial admiriilian of Mr. Cornelius Littlepsgo wai net 
quite u much in fiult, ss regpcclg the church, &■ the BUpercilioumcM 
of our more modem laBtea and opinions mnj lead us to BUspecL The 
chureli that waa bumed in 1776, was ■ larger edifice Ihaii that jnat 
palled dowo, and, in man; reipeoU, wm its supBrior.— ^BDiroa. 
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■ccsaioo named. Aa for myself, my own eyes were bent 
■oxiously on the face of every pretty, delicate young crea- 
ture that passed, Ja Ibe hope of seeing Anoeke. I both 
wished and dreaded to meet her ; for, to own the trutb, my 
mind was dwelling on her beauty, her conversation, bar 
sentiments, ber grace, her gentleness, and withal her spirit, 
a good deal more than half (he lime. 1 had some qualms 
on tbe aubject of Dirck, I will confess ; but Dirck was so 
young, that his feelings could not be much interested, after 
all i and then Anneke was a second cousin, and that was 
clearly too near to marry. My grandfather bad always pot 
his loot down firmlf against any connection between rela- 
tions that were nearer than tkird cousins ; and 1 now saw 
how proper were his reasons. If they were even farther 
removed, so much the better, be said ; and so much the 
better it was. 

If the reader should ask me why I dreadtd to meet Anne 
Mordaunl, under such circumstaoces, I might be at a loss to 
give him a very intelligible answer. I feared even to see the 
sweet face I sought ; and oh 1 how soft, serene, and angel- 
like it was, at that budding age of seventeen I — but, though 
I almost feared to see it, when at last I saw her 1 had so 
anxiously sought, approaching me, arm and arm with.Mary 
Wallace, having Bulstrode nest herself, and Harris next her 
friend, my eyes were instantly averted, as if they had un- 
expectedly lighted on something disagreeable. I should have 
passed without even the compliment of a bow, had not my 
friends been more at their ease, and more accustomed to the 
free ways of town life than I happened to be myself. 

" How's this, Cornelius, Caur de lAott!" exclaimed Bul- 
strode, slopping, thus causing tbe whole party to stop with 
bim, or to appear to wish to avoid me; "will you not recog- 
nise us, though it ia not an hour since you and I parted? I 
hope you found the tickets ; and when you have answered 
* yes,' 1 hope you will turn and do me the honour to bow 
to these ladies." 

I apologized, I am afraid I blushed ; for I detected Anneke 
looking at me, as I thought, with some little concern, aa if 
ebe pitied my awkward country embarrassment. As for 
Bulstrode, I did not underatand him at that time ; it exceed- 
vg my observaiioo to be certain whether he conMdeied me 
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of sufficient importance pr not, to feel any concern on my 
BccouDt, in his very obvious suit with Anneke. Neverthelest, 
OS he treated me with cordiality and respect, while he dealt 
with me so frankly, there was not room to lake offence, 
or course, I turned and walked back with the party, alter 
1 had properly aaluted the ladies and Mr. Harris. 

" Ctrur de lAon is a better name for a soldier than for a 
civilian ;" said Anneke, as we moved forward ; " and, how- 
ever much Mr. Littlepage may deserve the title, 1 am not 
certain, Mr. Bulstrode, he would not prefer leaving it among 
you gentlemeD who serve the king." 

" f am glad of this occasion, Mr. Littlepage, to enlist you 
on my side, in a warfare I am compelled lo wage with Miss 
Anne Mordauni," said the Major gaily. " It is on the sub- 
ject of the great merit of us poor fellows who have crossed 
the wide Atlantic in order to protect the colonies. New York 
among the number, and their people, Miss Mordaunt and 
Miss Wallace inclusively, from the grasp of their wicked 
enemies, the French. The former young lady has a way 
of reasoning on the matter to which 1 cannot assent, and I 
am willing to choose you as arbitrator between us." 

" Before Mr. Littlepage accept the office, it is proper ho 
should know its duties and responsibilities," said Anneke, 
smiling. '* In the first place, he will find Mr. Bulstrode, 
with loud professions of attachment to the colonies, much 
disposed to think them provinces that owe their very exist- 
ence to England; while I maintain it is Englishmen, and 
that it is not England, that have done so much in America. 
As for New York, Mr. Littlepage, and especially as for you 
and me, we can also say a word in favour of Holland, I 
am very proud of my Dutch connections and Dutch descent," 

I was much gratified with the " as for you and me;" 
though I believe I cared less for Holland than she did her- 
self. I made an answer much in the vein of the moment ; 
but the conversation soon changed to the subject of the 
military theatre that was about to open, 

" I shall dread you as a critic, cousin Annie," so Bulstrodt, 
often termed Anneke, as 1 soon discovered ; " I find you ara 
not too well disposed lo us of the cockade, and I think you 
have a particular spite lo our regiment, I know that Billings 
and Harris, loo, hold you in tbo greatest possible dread." 



BATASaTOB. 105 

"They then feel apprebeosiTS of a very i^orant critic; 
ibr 1 never waa present at a theatrical enterlaiDment ia my 
life," ADneke answered with perfect simplicity. ■' So far 
as 1 can learn, there never has been but one season of any 
regular company, ia this colony ; and that was when I was 
■ very little and a very young girl — as I am now neither 
very lai^, nor very old as a young woman." 

" You see, Litllepage, with how much address my cousin 
avoids adding, and ' very uninteresting, and very ugly, and 
Tcry disagreeable, and very much unsought,' and fifty other 
things she might add with such perfect truth and modesty I 
But is it true, that the theatre waa open only one season, 
beroT" 

" So my father tells me, though I know very little of the 
feels themselves. To-night will be my first appearance in 
front of any stage, Mr. Bulstrode, as 1 understand it wilt be 
your first appearance on it." 

" In one sense the last will be true, though not altogether 
in another. As a schoot-boy, I have oAen played, schooU 
boy fashion ; but this is quite a new thing with us, to be 
amateur players." 

*' It may seem ungrateflil, when you are making so many 
efibrts, principally to amuse us young ladies, I feel convinced, 
to inquire if it be quite as wise as it is novel. I must ask 
this, as a cousin, you know, Henry Bulstrode, to escape 
entirely from the imputation of impertinence." 

" Realty, Annelce Mordaunt, I am not absolutely certain 
that it is. Our manners are beginning to change in this 
respect, however, and I can assure you that various noble- 
men have permilled sports of Ibis sort at their seats. The 
custom is French, as you probably know, and whatever 
is French has much vogue with us during limes of peace. 
Sir Harry does not altt^ther approve of it, and as for my 
lady mother, she has actually dropped more than one dts* 
couraging hint on the subject in her letters." 

"The certain proof that you are a most dutiful son. 
PeriiBps when Sir Harry and Lady Bulstrode learn your 
great success, however, they will overlook the field on which 
laurels have been won. But our hour has come, 
; we have barely time to thank these gestlemea for 
tbeir politeness, and to return in season to dress. 1 am to 
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enact a part myseir, at dinner, aa I hope you will all r» 
member." 

Saying this, Anneko made her curtsies in a way to pre- 
clude any offer of seeing her home, and went her way witb 
her silent but sensible- looking and pretty friend, Bulstroda 
took my arm with an air of easy superiority, and led tba 
way towards his own lodgings, which happened to be in 
Duke Street Harris joined another party, making it a 
point to be always late at dinner. 

" That is not only one of the handsomest, but she is ons 
of the most charming girls in (he colonies, Liltlepage 1" my 
companion exclaimed, as soon as we had departed, speaking 
at the same lime with an earnestness and feeiing I was far 
from expecting. " Were she in England, she would maka 
one of the first women in it, by the aid of a little fashion 
and training; and very little would do too, for there la a 
charm in her naiteti that is worth (he art of fiAy women 

•' rasbioD is' a thing that any one may want who dots 
not happen to be in vogue," I easwered, noEwiihslaadiag 
the great degree of surprise I felc. "As for training, I can 
■ee nothing but perreelion in Miss Mordauot as the is, and 
should deprecate the lessons that produced any change." 

I believe it was now Bulstrode's turn to feel surprise, for 
I was conscioas of his casting a keen look into my face, 
though I did not like lo return it. My companion wai 
silent for a minute ; then, without again adverting to Anneke, 
he began to converse very sensibly on the subject of thea- 
tres and plays. I was both amused and instruoled, for Mr. 
Bulstrode was an educnted aod a clever man ; and a strange 
feeling came over the spirit of my dream, even then, ns I 
listened to his conversation. This man, I thought, sdmirea 
Anne Mordaunt, and he will probably carry her with him 
to England, and obtain for her that Taghion and training of 
which he has just spoken. Witn his adrnntBges of birth, 
air, fortune, education, and military rank, he can scarcely 
fail in his suit, should be seriously attempt one; and it will 
be no more than prudent lo command my own feeling, lest 
I become the hopeless victim of a serious passion. Young 
as I was, all this I saw, and thus I reasoned ; and when I 
ported from my companioii I faacied myself a much wiser 
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nan ^n when we had met. We separated in Duke 
Street, with a promise on my part to call at the Major's 
V>dgings half an hour later, after dreasing, and walk with 
Dim lo Herman Mordaunt's door. 

" It is fortunate that it is the fashion of New York to 
walk to a dinner party," taid Bulstrode, as he again took 
mj arm on our way to Crown Street ; " for these narrow _ 
streets must be excessively inconvenient for chariots, though 
I occasionally see one of thegi. Aa for sedan chairs, I 
detest them as things unfit Ibr a man to ride in." 

" Many of our leading families keep carriages, and tief 
seem to get along well enough,'' I answered. " Ncverth^ 
less, it is quite in fashion even for ladies to walk. I under- 
stand that many, perhaps most of your auditors, will walk 
to the play-house door this evening." 

" They lell me as much," said Bulstrode, curling his lip, 
a little, in a way f did not exactly like. " Notwithstanding, 
there will be many charming creatures among them, and they 
shall be welcome. Well, Littlepage, I do not despair of 
having you among us ; for, to be candid, without wishing 

to boast, I think you will find the th as liberal a set of 

• young men as there is in the service. There is a wish to 
have the mohairs among us instead of shutting ourselves up 
altogether in scarlet. Then your father and grandfather 
have both served, and that will be a famous introduction." 
y unfitness for such an amusement, i: 



having seen such an exhibition in my life ; but lo this my 
companion would not listen ; and we picked our way, as well 
as we could, through William Street, up Wall, and then by 
Nassau into Crown ; Herman Mordaunl owning a new 
house, that stood not far from Broadway, in the latter street. 
This was rather in a remote part of the town ; but the situ- 
ation had the advantage of good air ; and, as a place 
extends, it is necessary some persons should live on its 
akirts. 

" I wish my good cousin did not live quite so much in the 
suburbs," said Bulstrode, as he knocked in a very patridan 
manner; "it is not altogether convenient lo go quite so 
much out of one's ordinaiy haunts, in order to pay visits 
I wonder Mr. Mordaunt came so far out of the world, to 
builcl." 
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" Yet the distancea of Londoo muai be much greater 
though there you have coaches." 

" True ; but not a word more oa thig subject : I would 
not have Annekc fancy 1 ever find it far to visit Aw." 

We were the last but one; the tardy Mr. Harris making 
it a point always to be ihe last. We found Anoeke Mor- 
daunt supported by two nr three Jadies of her connection, 
and a party of quite a dozen assembled. As most of those 
present saw each other every day, and frequently two or 
three times a day, the salutations and compliments wera 
BOon over, and Herman Mordaunt began to look about him, 
to see who was waoting. 

„I believe everybody ia here but Mr. Harris," the fathet 
observed to his daughter, iaterruptiog some of Mr Bulstrode's 
conversation, to let this fact be known. " Shall we wait for 
him, my dear; he is usually so uncertain and late?" 

" Yet a very impnrtant man," put in BuUirods, " as being 
entitled to lead the bdy of the house to the table, ia virtue 
of his birthright. So much for being the fourth son of aa 
Irish barou J Do you know Harris's father has just been 
eunableJ?" 

This was news to the company; and it evideMly much 
increased the doubts of lbs propriety of sitting down without 
the young man in question. 

" Failing of this son of a new Irish baron, I suppose you 
fiincy I shall be obliged to give my hand to the eldest son 
of an English baronet," said Anneke, smiling, ao as to lake 
off the edge of a little irony that I fancy just glimmered 

"i wish lo Heaven you teould, Anne Mordaunt," whis- 
pered Bulstrode, louit enough Tor me to hear him, "so that 
the heart were its companiou !" 

I: thought this both bold and decided ; and I looked anx- 
tously at Anneke, to note the effect ; but she evidently receiv- 
ed it as trifling, certainly betraying no emotion at a speech 
I thought so pointed. 1 wished she had manifested a little 
resentment. Then she was so very young to be thus im- 
portuned ! 

" Dintier had better be served, sir," she calmly observed 
to her father. "Mr. Harris ia apt to think himself ill-treated 
if be do not fiDd everybody M table. It would be s sign bis 
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mtteh was wrong, and that be had come half an hour too 

Herman Mordaunt nodded assent, and led his daughter's 
aide to give the necessary order. 

" I fancy Harris will regret this," said Bulslrode. " I 
wish 1 dared repeat what he had the lemerity to say to roe 
00 this very subject, no later than yesterday. 

" or the propriety of so doing, Mr. Bulstrode must judge 
for himself; though repetitiona of this nature are usually 
best avoided." 

" No, the fellow deserves it j so I will just tell you and 
Mr. Litllepage in confidencB. You must know, as his senior 
in years, and his senior oflicer in the bargaiu, I was hinting 
to Harris the inexpediency of always being so lale at dinaer; 
and here is my gentleman's answer ; — ' You know,' said he, 
' that excepting my lord Loudon, the Commander-in-chief, 
the Governor, and a few public officers, I shall now take 
precedence of almost every man here; and I find, if I go 
early to dinner, 1 shall have to hand in all the elderly ladies, 
and to take my place at their sides ; whereas, if I go a little 
late, I can steal in alongside of their daughters.' Now, on 
the present occasion, he will be altogether a loser, the lady 
of the house not yet being quile fifty." 

" I had not given Mr. Harris credit for so much ingenuity," 
said Anneke, quietly. " But here he is to claim his rights." 

"Ay, the fellow has remembered your age, and quite 
likely your altracHona!" 

Dinner was announced at that instant, and all eyes were 
turned on Harris, in expectation that he would advance to 
lead Anneke down stairs. The young man, even more 
youthful than myself, had a good deal of mamaiae konte; 
for, though the son of an Irish peer, of two months' creation, 
the family was not strictly Irish, and he had very little am- 
bition to figure in this manner. From what I saw of him 
subsequently, I do believe that nothing but a seose of duty 
to his order made him respect these privileges of rank at all, 
uid that he would really jusl as soon go to a dinner-table 
last, as tiraf. In the present case, however, ho was soon 
relieved by Herman Mordaunt; who had been educated at 
JioiDe, and understood the usages of the world very well. 

" Gentlemen," be said, " 1 must ask you to woiv* the 
10 
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privileges of rank in favour of Mr. Coraelius Littlepage, U^ 
day. This good company has met to do honour especially 
to his courage snd devotion lo his fellow-crentures, and ha 
will do me the favour to hand Misa Mordaunt down stairs." 

Herman Mordaunt then pointed out lo the Hon. Mr. 
Harris, the nest lady of importance, and to Mr. Bulslrods 
a third ; after which all the rest took care of themselves. 
As for myself, I felt my face in a glow, at this unexpected 
order, and scarcely dared lo look at Anneke as we led tko 
way to the dining-room door. So much abashed was I, 
that I scarce touched the tips of her slender little fingers, 
and ft tremour was in the limb that performed this office, tbo 
whole time it was thus employed. Of course, tny seat was 
next to that of the young and lovely mistress of the house, 
at this banquet 

What shall I say of the dinnerT It was the very first 
entertainment of the sort at wbich I had ever been present ; 
though I had acquired some of the notions of town habits, 
on such occasions, at my aunt Legee's table. To my sur- 
prise, there was soup ; a dish that f never saw at Sataasioe, 
except in the most familiar way ; while here it was taken by 
every one, seemingly as a matter of course. Everything 
was elegant, and admirably cooked. Abundance, however, 
was the great feature of the fesBi ; as I have heard it said, 
is apt to be the case with most New York entertaininents. 
Nevertheless, I have always understood that, in the way of 
eating and drinking, the American colonies Imve little reason 
to be ashamed. 

" Could I have foreseen this dinner, Miss Mordaunt," 
I said, when everybody was employed, and I thought there 
was an opening to say something to my beautiful neighbour; 
** it would have made my father very happy to have sent a 
■heepshead to town, for the occasion." 

Anneke thanked me, and then we began to converse about 
the game. Westchester was, and is still, famous for par. 
tridges, snipe, quails, ducks, and meadow-larks; and I 
understood expatiating on such a subject, as well ns the best 
of them. All the Littlepages were shots ; and I have known 
my father bag ten brace of woodcock, among the wet thicketa 
of Satanstoe, of a morning; and this with merely a second 
class dog, and only one. Both Bulstrode and Harris llsteoed 
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to what 1 Bsid on this subject with great eltentiou, and it 
would soon have been the GDgroasiog discourse, had not 
Anneke pleasantly eaid — 

"All very well, gentlemen j but yon will remember that 
Dciiher Miss Wallace, Dor 1, shoot." 

"Except with the arrows of Cupid," answered Bulstrode, 
gaily; " with these you do bo much execution between you," 
emphasizing the words, so as to make me look foolish, for I 
sat between them, " that you ought to be condemned to hear 
nothing but fowling conversation for the next year." 

This produced a laugh, a little at my expense, I believe ; 
though I could see that Anoeke blushed, while Mary Wallace 
smiled indifierenlly ; but as the healths now began, there 
was a truce to trifling. And a serious thing it is, to drink 
to everybody by name, at a large table ; serious I mean to 
a new beginner. Yet, Herman Mordaunt went through it 
with a grace and dignity, that I think would have been re- 
marked at a royal banquet. The ladies acquitted themselves 
admirably, omitting no one ; and even Harris felt the ne- 
cessity of being particular with this indispensable part of 
good -breeding. So well done was this pnrl of the ceremony, 
that I declare, I believe everybody had drunk to everybody, 
within tive minutes aAer Herman Mordaunt commenced ; and 
it was very apparent thai there was more ease and true 
gaiety ajUr all had got through, than there had previously 
been. 

But the happy period of every dinner-party, is after the 
cloth is removed. With the dark polished mahogany for a 
background, the sparkling decanters making their rounds, the 
fruit and cake baskets, the very scene seems to inspire 
one with a wish for gaiety. Herman Mordaunt called for 
toasts, as soon as the cloth disappeared, with a view I be- 
lieve of putting everybody at ease, and to render the con 
versatioD more' general. He was desired to set the example, 
and immediately gave " Miss Markbam," who, as I was 
told, was a single lady of forty, with whom he had carried 
on a little flirtation. Anneke's turn came next, and she 
chose to give a sentiment, notwithstanding all Bulstrode's 
rennonstrances, who insisted on a gentleman. He did not 
succeed, however ; Anneke very steadily gave " The Thes- 
|naa corps of the — — th ; may it prove as suecei^bl ia the 
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arta of peace, as in ila military character it has oflen prored 
itself to be in the art of war." Much applause followed 
this toast, aod Harris was persuaded by Bulstrode to stand 
•jp, and say a few words, for the credit of the regiment. 
Such a speech ! — It reminded me of the horse that was ad- 
vertised as a show, in London, about this lime, and which 
was said ' lo have its (ail where its head ought to be.' But, 
Bulstrode clapped his hands, and cried * hear,' at every other 
word, prolestiog that the regiment was honoured as much 
in the thanks, as in the sentimeni. Harris did not seem 
displeased with hts own effort, and, presuming on his rank, 
he drank, without being called on, "to the fair of New 
York i eminent alike for beauty and wit, may they only 
become as merciful as they are victorious." 

" Bravo !" again cried Bulstrode, — " Harris is fairly in- 
spired, and is growing better and belter. Had he said im- 
minent, instead of eminent, it would be more accurate, aa 
their frowns are as thrcatenlog, as their smiles are bewitch* 
ing." 

" Is that to pass for your sentiment, Mr. Bulstrode, and 
are we to drink itT' demanded Herman Mordaunt. 

" By no means, sir ; I have the honour to give Lady 
Dollv Merlon." 

who Lady Dolly was, nobody knew, I believe, (hough 
we of the colonies always drank a titled- person, who was 
known lo be at home, with a great deal of respectful alten< 
tion, not to say veneration. Other toasts followed, and 
then the ladies were asked lo sing. Anoeke complied, 
with very little urging, as became her position, and never 
did 1 hear sweeter strains than ihose she poured forth ! The 
air was simple, but melody ilself, and the sentiment had 
iust enough of the engrossing feeling of woman in it, lo 
render it interesting, without in the slightest degree impair- 
ing iis fitness for the virgin lips from which it issued. Bul- 
strode, I could see, was almost entranced ; and I heard him 
murmur "an angel, by Heavens!" He sang, himself, a 
love song, full of delicacy and feeling, and in a way to show 
that he had paid much attention to the art of music. Harris 
sang, too, as did Mary Wallace ; the former, much as he 
spoke ; the last plaintively, and decidedly well. Even Her> 
man Moidftum gave lu a strain, and my turn feUowel 
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Singiag was sooiewhat of a forte with ine, and I have res* 
toa to [hiiik I made out quite aa well as tbe best of them. 
[ know thai Anneke seemed pleased, and 1 saw tears in her 
eyea, as I concluded a song that was intended to produce 
Just such an effect. 

Al length the youthful mistress of the house arose, re- 
minding her father that he had at table the principal per- 
former of the evening, by way of a caution, when three or 
four of us handed the kdies to the drawing-room door. In- 
stead of returning to the (able, I entered the room, and Bui- 
strode did the same, under the plea of its being necessary 
for him to drink no more, oa account of the work befora 



CHAPTER Vlir. 

" Odd'i bodikini, man, much better: uw 
Brery man after his ileaerl, and who shall '(capa 
Whipping } UBS them after your own honaar 
And dignitj : the less they deierve, (be mora 
Maiit i> in yonr boanly." 



" UarAib will be hort de combat," Bulstrode soon o1> 
■erred, " unless I can manage to get him from the table. — You 
know he is to play Marcia this evening ; and, though a little 
wine will give him fire and spirit for the part, too much will 
impair its feminine beauties. Addison never intended that 
' ibe virtuous Marcia,' in towering above her sex, was to be 
picked out of a kennel, or from under a table. Harris is a 
true Irish peer, when claret is concerned." 

All the ladies held up their hands, and protested against 
Mr. Harris' being permitted to act a travestie on their ses. 
As yet, no one had known haw the characters were to be 
cast, beyond the fact that Bulstrode himself was to play 
Cato, for great care had been taken to keep the bills of the 
night from being seen, in order that the audience might 
have the satisfaction of finding out, who was who, for ibeni' 
10" 
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■elvea. At the close of each piece a bill was to be seat 
round, among the favoured few, telling the truth. As An* 
ncke declared that her father never locked in his guests, 
and had faithfully promised to bring up everybody for 
coffee, in the course of half an hour, it was determined to 
let ihinga take Iheir own way. 

Sure enough, at the end of the time mentioned, Herman 
Mordaunt appeared, with all Che men, from the table. Harris 
was not lipsy, as I found was very apt to be the case with 
him after dinner, but neither was he sober. According to 
Bulslrode'a notion, he may have had just fire enough to play 
the ' virtuous Marcia,' In a few minutes he hurrried the 
ensign off, declaring that, like Hamlet's ghost, their hour 
had come. At seven, the whole party led the house in a 
body to walk to the theatre. Herman Mordaunt did not 
keep a proper town equipage, and, if he had, it would not 
have contained a fourth of our company. In this, however, 
we were not singular, as nine in ten of the audience that 
night, I mean nine in ten of the gentle sex, went to iho 
theatre on foot. 

Instead of going directly down Crown Street, into Maiden 
Lane, which would have been the nearest way to the theatre, 
we went out into Broadway, and round by Wall Street, the 
walking being better, and the gutters farther from the ladies; 
the centre of the street being at no great distance from the 
houses, in the narrower passages of the town. We found 
a great many well-dressed people moving in the same direc- 
tion with ourselves. Herman Mordaunt remarked that he 
had never before seen so many hoops, cardinals, cocked 
hats and swords in the streets, at once, as he saw that even- 
ing. All the carriages in town rolled past us as we went 
down Wall Street, and by the lime we reached William 
Street, the pavements resembled a procession, more Ihaa 
anything else. As every one was in full dress, the eflect 
was pleasing, and the evening being fine, most of the gen- 
tlemen carried Iheir hats in their hands, in order not to 
disturb their curls, thus giving to the whole the air of a sort 
of vast drawing-room. I never saw a more lovely creature 
than Anneko Mordaunt appeared, as she led our party, on 
this occasion. The powder had got a little out of her fine 
auburn hair, and on the part of the head that was not coa- 
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eealed by a cap, that shaded half her beautiful face, it seemed 
u if the rich covering bestowed by nature waa about to 
break out of all restraint, and shade her bust with its exu- 
berance. Her negligee was a rich satin, flounced in front, 
while the lace that dropped from her elbows seemed as if 
woren by fairies, expressly for a fairy to wear. She had 
paste buckles in her shoes, aod 1 thought I had never beheld 
such a foot, as was occasionally seen peeping from beneath 
her dress, while she walked daintily, yet wiih the grace of 
a queen, at my side. I do not thus describe Anneke with a 
view of inducing the reader to fancy her stately and repul- 
sive ; on the contrary, winning ease and natural grace were 
just as striking in her manner, as were beauty, and senti- 
ment, and feeling in her countenance. More than once, aa 
we walked side by side, did I become painfully conscious 
how unworthy 1 was to fill the place I occupied. I believe 
this hnmility ia one of the surest signs of sincere love. 

At length we reached the theatre, and were permitletl to 
enter. All the front' seats were occupied by blacks, princi- 
pally in New York liveries ; that is to say, with cutis, 
collars and pocket-flaps of a cloth different from the coat, 
though a few were in lace. These last belonged to the top- 
ping families, several of which gave colours and ornaments 
almost as rich as those that I understand are constantly 
given at home. I well remember that two entire boxes 
were retained by servants, in shoulder- knots, and much 
richer dresses than common, one of whom belonged to the 
Lt. Governor, and the other to my Lord Loudon, who was 
then Commander-in-Chief. As the company entered, these 
domestics disappeared, as is usual, and we all took our seata 
on the benches thus retained for us. Bulslrode's care was 
apparent in the manner in which he had provided for 
Anneke, and her party, which, I will take it on myself to 
say, was one of the most striking, for youth and good looks, 
that entered the house that evening. 

Great was the curiosity, and deep the feeling, that pre- 
railed, among the younger portion of the audience in par- 
ticular, aa parly after party was seated, that important 
evening. The house was ornamented as a theatre, und I 
thought it vast in extent; though Herman Mordaunt assured 
■te it was no great things, in that point of view, u coin- 
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pared wilh most of (he plttyhoueea at borne. But the orna- 

inenla, and the lights, and the curtain, the pit, the boxes, 
the gallery, were al! so many objecta of inleose ioterest. 
Few of us said anything ; but our eyes wandered over all 
with A species of delight, that I am certain can be felt in a 
theatre only once. Anneke'g sweet face was a picture of 
youihrul expectation ; an expeciatioa, however, in which 
intelligence and discretion had their full share. The orches- 
tra was said to have an undue portion of wind instrument! 
ia itj though I perceived ladies all over the house, includ- 
ing those in our own box, returning (he bows of many of 
the musiciaas, who, I was told, were amatewa from tba 
army and the drawing-rooms of the (own. 

At length the Commander-in-Chief and the Lt. Governor 
entered (ogelher, occupying (ha aame box, (hough two had 
been provided, their atleniJants having recourse to the 
second. The commotion produced by these arrivals had 
hardly subsided, when the curtain arose, and a new world 
was presented to our view ! Of the flaying, I shall not 
venture to say much ; though to me it seemed perfection 
Bulstrode gained great applause that night ; and I under- 
stand that divers gentlemen, who had either been educated 
at home, or who had passed much time there, declared that 
his Calo would have done credit lo either of the royal 
theatres. His dress appeared to tne to be everything it 
should be ; though I cannot describe it. I remember that 
Syphax wore the uniform of ncolonel of 'drafooDS,and Juba, 
that of a general ofEcerj and that there was a good deal of 
criticism expended, and some offence taken, because the 
gentlemen who played these parts came out in wool, and 
wilh their faces blacked. It was said, in answer to these 
feelings, that the characters were Africans; and that any 
one might see, by casting his eyes at the gallery, (hat Afri- 
cans are usually black, and that they have woolly hair; a 
sort of proof (ha(, I imagine, only aggravated (he offence,* 
Apart from this little mistake, everything went off well, even 

• In Kn^land, Othello is usually played as a black, while in Amo. 
ri(a be ia pliiyed ait a nondescripl ; or of no colour that is ordinarilt 
Men. It ia not clear that England ia nearer right tlian America, 
howevei j the Moor not being a negro, tnj more tban lie » of th* 
colour of a dried herring. — Edttoai 
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to thnis'a Marcia. It is true, that some eVil-incliQed per- 
■His whispered that the " virluous Marcia" was a little how* 
came-you-sD ; but Bulstrode aflcrwards assured me that his 
condition helped him along amaxinijly, and that it added a 
liquid lustre to his eyes, that might otherwise have been 
waoting. The high-heeled shoes appeared to trouble him ; 
but some persons Taacied it gave him a pretty tottering in 
his walk, that added very much to the deceplion. On the 
whole, the piece, went off surprisingly, as I could see by 
Lord Loudon and the Ll. Governor, both of whom seemed 
infinitely diverted. Herman Mordaunt smiled once or twice, 
when he ought to have looked grave,' but this I ascribed la 
a want of practice, of late years, in scenic representations. 
He certainly was a man of judgment, and must have known 
the proper ntoments to exhibit particular emotions. 

During the interval between the play and the farce, the 
actors came among us, to receive the homage they merited, 
and loud were the plaudits that were bestowed on them. 
Anneke's bright eyes sparkled with pleasure as she admitted, 
without reserve, to Bulstrode the pleasure she had received, 
and confessed she had formed no idea, hitherto, of the 
beauty and power of a theatrical representation, aided as 
was this, by the auxiliaries of lights, dress and scenery. 
It is (rue, the women had been a little absurd, and the " vir< 
tuous Marcia" particularly so ; but the fine sentiments of 
Addison, which, though as Herman Mordaunt observed, they 
bad all the accuracy and all the sliiTaess of a pedantic age, 
were sufficiently beautiful and just, to cover the delinquent 
cies of the Hon. Mr. Harris. She hoped the aller-pieco 
would be of the same general character, that they might all 
enjoy it as much as they bad the play itself. 

Tbe other young ladies were equally decided in their 

praise, though it struck me that Aonekeyelt the most, on 

""' t they ■ ' 



e Major had obtained a great adva 
tage by his eflbrts, I could not but see ; and the folly of my 
having any pretensions with one who was courted by such a 
rival, began to impress itself on my imagination with a force 
1 found painful. But the bell soon summoned away the 
gallant actors, in order to dress for the farce. 

The long interval that occurred between the two pieces, 
«tve ample opportuiuty for visidug one's Bcquaintances, and 
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to compare opiaions. T went to my aunt'a box, abd fouad 
her well satisfied, ihough less animated than the younger 
ladies, ia the expression of her pleasure. My uacle was 
allc^ther himaeli'; good-natured, but not disp<^ed to award 
any indiscreet amount of praise. 

"Pretty well for boys, Corny," he said, "Ihough ths 
youngster who acted Marcia had better been at school. I 
do not know his name, but he completely took all the vir- 
tue out of Marcia. He must have studied her charact^ 
from some of the ladies who follow the camp." 

" My dear uncle, how differently you think from all in 
our box ! That gentleman is the Hon, Mr. Harris, who is 

only eighteen, and has a pair of colours in the th, and is 

a Bon of Lord Bollybannon, or Bally-somethiag else, and ia 
said to have the sorest voice in the army I" 

" Ay, and Ihe softest head, too, I 'II answer for it, I tell 
you. Corny, the Hon, Mr. Ballybilly, who is only eighteen, 

and has a pair of colours in the ih, and the softest voice 

in the army, had better t)een at school, instead of under- 
mining the virtue of (he 'virtuous Marcia,' as he has so 
obviously done. Bulstrode did well enough ; capitally well, 
for an amateur, and must be a first-rate fellow. By the 
way, Jane" — that was my aunt's name — "they tell me, he 
is likely to marry that exceedingly pretty daughter of Her- 
man Mordaunt, and make her Lady Bulstrode, one of these 
days," 

"Why not, Mr. Legget — Anne Mordaunt is as sweet a 
girl as there Is in the colony, and is very respectably con- 
nected. They even say the Mordaunts are of a high family 
at home- Mary Wallace told me that Herman Mordaunt 
and Sir Henry Bulstrode are themselves related ; and you 
kiiow, my dear, how intimate the Mordaunts and the Wal- 
laces are I" 

"Not I; — I know nothing of their intimacies, though I 
dnre say it may be all true. Mordaunt's father was an 
English gentleman of some family, I have always heard, 
though he was as poor as a church-mouse, when he mar. 
ried one of our Dutch heiresses; and as for Herman Mor- 
daunt himself, he proved he had not lost the instinct by 
marrying another, though she did not happen to be Outoh. 
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Hare comes Aoaelte to iahent it all, and I'll aoawer for it 
Ibat care is had thai she shall marry aa beir." 

** Well, Mr. Bulstrode ia an heir, and the eldest sod of a 
barooet, I am always pleased when one of our girb makes 
a good connection at home, for it does the colony Credit. 
It is an excellent thing, Corny, to have our interest well 
sustained at home — especially before the Privy Council, they 
tell me." 

" Well, 1 am not," answered my uncle. " I think it more 
to ibe credit of the colony for its young women to lake up 
with its young men, and its young men with its young 
women. I wish Anne Mordaunl had been substituted for 
the Hon. Ballyshannon to-night. She would have made a 
thousand limes better ' virtuous Marcia." 

" You surely would not have had a young lady of re- 
spectability appear in public, in this way, Mr.Xegge." 

My uncle said something to this, for he seldom let "Jane" 
get the belter of it for want of an answer ; but as I left 
the box, I did not hear his repiy. It seemed then to ba 
seUled, in the minds of most persons, that Bulstrode was to 
marry Annekel I cannot describe the new shock this 
opinion gave me ; but it seemed to make me more fully 
sensible of the depth of the impression that had been made 
oa myself, in the intercourse of a single week. The eSect 
was such that I did not return to the party I had left, but 
■ought a seat in a distant part of the theatre, though one ia 
which I could distinctly see those I had abandoned. 

The Beaux Stratagem soon commenced, and Bulstrodo 
was again seen in the character of Scrub. Those who 
were most familiar with the stage, pronounced his playing 
to be excellent — far better in Uie footman than in the Roman 
Senator. The play itself struck me as being as broad and 
coarse as could be tolerated ; but as it had a reputation at 
borne, where it had a great name, our matrons did not dare 
to object to it. I was glad to see the smiles soon disappear 
from Anneke's face, however, and to discover that tie found 
no pleasure in scenes so unsuited to ber sex and years. 
Tlie short, quick glances that were exchanged between An- 
Deke and Mary Wallace, did not escape me, and the manner 
ia which they both rose, as soon as the curtain dropped, 
told <|Qiia plainly the haste they were in to quit the tlwatn. 
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t reached iheir box>dooT in lime to assist them through the 
crowd. 

Not a word was sa!d by any or us, until we reached tbo 
«treet, where two or three or Miss Mordaunt's female friends 
became loud in the expression of their satisfaction. Neither 
Anncke nor Mary Wallace said anything, and so well did 
I understand the nature of their feelings, thnt I made no 
allusion whatever to the farce. Au for the others, they did 
but chime in with what appeared to be the common opinion, 
and were to be pitied rather than condemned. It was per- 
haps the more excusable in them to imagine such a play 
right, inasmuch as they must have known it was much eZ 
tolled at home, a fact that gave any custom a certain privi. 
lege in the colonies. A mother country has much of the 
same responsibility as a natural mother, herself, since its 
opinions and example arc apt to be quoted in the one case 
by the dependant, in justification of its own opinions and 
conduct, as it is by the natural offspring in the other. 

1 fancy, notwithstanding, this sort of responsibility gives 
the ministers or people of England very little trouble, since 
I never could discover any sensitiveness (o their duties on 
this score. We all went in at Herman Mordaunt's, after 
walking to the bouse as we had walked from it, and were 
made to take a tight supper, including some delicious choco- 
late. Just as we sat down to table, Bulstrode joioed us, to 
receive the praises he had earned, and to enjoy his triumph. 
He got a seat directly opposite to mine, on Anneke's leA 
hand, and soon began to converse. 

" In the first place," he cried, " you must all admit tiiat 
Tom Harris did wonders la.night as Miss Marcia Cato. I 
had my own trouble with the rogue, for there is no prece- 
dent for a tipsy Marcia ; but we managed to keep him 
straight, and that was the nicest part of my management, 

"Yes," observed Herman Mordaunt, drily; "I should 
think keeping Tom Harris straight, after dinner, an exploit 
of no little diUiculty, but a task that would demand a very 
judicious management, indeed." 

" You were pleased to express your satisfaction vrith tha 
performance of Cato. Miss Mordaunt," said Bulstrode in a 
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Tsry defbnndal and Bolicitoug rotumer j " but I question if 
the enteilainment gave you as much pleasuTe V 

" It certainly did opt. • Had the representation ended with 
the first piece, I am afraid I should too much regret that we 
ore without a regular stage ; but tho farce will ta£e off much 
of the keemiess of such regrets." 

"I fear I understand you, cousin Anne, and greatly 
regret that we did not make another choice," ntumed Bul< 
strode, with a humility that was not usual in his manner, 
even when addressing Anneke Mordaunt ; " but I can assure 
you tiie play has great vogue at home ; luid the character of 
Scrub, in particular, has usually been a prodigious favourite. 
I see by your look, however, that enough has been said ; 
but after having done so much to amuse tms good company, 
to-night, I shall feel authorised to call on every lady present, 
at least for a song, as soon aa the proper moment arrives. 
Perhaps I have a right to add, a sentiment, and a toast." 

And songs, and toasts, and sentiments, we had, as usual, 
the moment we had done eating. It was, and indeed m, 
rather more usual to indulge in this innocent gaiety after 
supper, than after dinner, with us ; and that night everybody 
entered into the feeling of the moment with spirit Herman 
Hordaunt gave " Miss Markham," aa ho had done at dinner, 
and this irith an air so determined, as to prove no one else 
would ever be got out of him. 

" There is a compact between Miss Markham and myself, 
to toast each other for the remainder of our lives," cried the 
master of the house, laughing ; " and we are each too honest 
ever to violate it," 

" But Miss Mordaunt is under no such engagement," put 
in a certain Mr. Benson, who bad manifested much interest 
in the beautiful young mistress of the house throughout the 
day ; " and I trust we shall not be put off by any such ex- 
cuse from her." 

" It is not in rule to ask two of the same race Ibr toasts 
in succession, answered Herman Mordaunt. " Tliere is Mr, 
Bulstrode dying to give us another English belle." 

" With all my heart," said Bulstrode, gaily. " This time 
it shail be Lady Betty Boddington." 

"Married or single, Bulstrodel" inquired KUii^, as I 
(bought with some little point. 
U 
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« No matter which, so long is ahe be a beaitfy nnA « 
loast. I believe it is now my privilege to call oa a lady, 
and I beg a gentleman from Miss Wallace." 

There had beea an espression of paioed surpriae, at tba 
trifling between Billings and Bulstrode, in Anneke's sweet 
countenance ; for, in the simplicity of our provincial habits, 
we of the colonies did not think it exactly in rule for ibe 
■ingle to toast the married, or vice vergi; but the instant 
her friend was thus called on, it changed for a look of geo- 
tte concern. Mary Wallace manifested no concerB, hov- 
ever, but gave " Mr. Francis Fordbam." 

" Ay, ^ank Fordham, with all my heart," cried Herman 
MordauDt. " I hopg he will return to his native country as 
straight-forward, honest, and good as he lell it." 

" Mr. Fordham is then abroad V inquired Bulslrode. '* 1 
Ihought the name new to me." 

<■ If being at home can be called being abroad. He U 
reading law at the Temple." 

This was the answer of Mary Wallace, who looked as if 
she folt a friendly interest in the young Templar, but no 
more. She now called on Dirck for his lady. Throughout 
the whole of that day, Dirck's voice had hardly been beard ; 
a reserve that comported well enough with his youth and 
established diffidence. This appeal, however, seemed sud- 
denly to arouse all that there was of manhood in him ; and 
that was not a little, I can tell the reader, when there was 
occasion to use it, Dirck's nature was honesty itself; and 
he felt that the appeal was loo direct, and the occasion too 
serious, to admit of duplicity. He loved but one, esteemed 
hut one, felt for one only ; and it was not in his nature to 
cover his preference by any attempt at deception. After 
colouring to the ears, appearing distressed, he made an efibit, 
and pronounced the name of — "Anneke Mordaunt." 

A common laugh rewarded this blunder ; common with 
all but the fair creature who had extorted this involuntaiT 
tribute, and myself, who knew Dirck's character too wejl 
not to understand how very much he must be in earnest 
thus to lay bare the most cherished secret of his heart. 
The mirth continued some time, Herman Mordaunt appear- 
ing to be particularly pleased, and applauding hia kiounsn'a 
directness with several ' brayos' very distinctly utte^. Af 
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coocerxted, uid w IT she would be glad to have the thiog 



"Ailer all, DUck, mucb as I admire your spirit and 
plain dealing, boy," cried Hennan Moidaunt, " Miss Wal- 
lace can never let uicfa a toast pass. She will insist on 
having afiotber." 

" I ! — I protest I am welt pleased witfa it, aad aa|( for no 
otter," exclaimed the lady in qu^stiw. " No toast can ha 
mora ograeable to m9 \bm Anoeke Mtvdatmt, and 1 1)^ 
ticul«rty like the quaiter fronj whicb this oomes." 

" If friends Son be trusted in « matter of tbis natiue," 
pot 41 Bulstiode) wiU) a little |Hque, " Mr. Foltock has eveiy 
reosim to be contented. Had I known, bowever, th&t tba 
cualoinB of New York allowed a lady wi|0 is present to b» 
toostetli that gentlemap would not have had the m»it (^ 
b«iu the Srat to make this discovery." 

*' Nor is it," said Herman Mordaitnt ; " and Diick must 
bunt up aaotber to supply ray daughter's plaoe>" 

But ito otba voB forthcoaiinii from the stores of pirok 
Fbllock'a mind. Had he a dozen names in leserve, not one 
of tbem would b? have produced under circumstances that 
nigld seem like denying bis. allegiance to the girl already 
given ; but be could not name any other female. Scs aller 
some trifling, the company attributing Dirck's besilatioa t<^ 
his youth and ignorance of the world, abandoned the at- 
tempt, desiring him to coll on Anneke herself for a toast in 

" Cousin Dirck Van Valkenburgh," said Anneke, with 
the greater self-possession and ease of her sex, though 
actually my friend's junior by nmre than two years ; laying 
sosne emphasis, at the same time, on the word courin. 

" There 1" exclaimed Dirck, kxiking ezultingly at Bul- 
strode ; ■' you see, genUemou and ladies, that it is permitted 
to toast a person present, if you happen to respect and 
ealeem that perswi I" 

"By which, air, we are to understand bow mucb Misa 
Mopdaunt respects and esteemsMr.Dirck Van Valkenburgh," 
answered Bulstrode gravely. " I am afraid there is only 
too much joBtise ia an o[HaioD that raigbti at tbp fin^ bliiphi 
■Mn to vmvit of self-lQ?e.*' 
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*' An imputation I am far from denying," returned ' 
Anneke, with a steadiness (hat showed wonderful self-com- 
tsand, did she really return any of Dtrck's attachment. 
*> My kineman gives me as his toast, and I give him as mine. 
Is there anything unnatural in that V 

Here there was an outbreak of raillery at Anneke's ex- 
pense, which the young lady bore with a calmness and 
composure that at first astonished me. But when I came to 
leflect that she had been virtually at the head of her father's 
house for several years, and that she had always associated 
with persona older than herself, it appeared jnore natural ; 
for it is certain we can either advance or retard the charac- 
ter hy throwing a person into intimate association with those 
who, hy their own conversation, manners, or acquirements, 
are most adapted for doing either. In a few minutes the 
interruption was forgotten by those who had no interest in 
the subject, and the pinging commenced, I had obtained so 
much credit by my altennpt at dinner, that I had the ex- 
treme gratification of being asked to sing another song by 
Anneke herself. Of course I complied, and I thought the 
comply seemed pleased. As for my young hostess, I 
knew she looked more gratified with my song than with the 
afterpiece, and that I felt to be something. Dirck had an 
occasion to renew a tittle of the ground lost by the toast, 
for he sang a capital comic song in Low Dutch, It is true, 
not half the party understood him, but the other half laughed 
until the tears rolled down their cheeks, and there was 
something so droll in my friend's mnnncr, that everybody 
was delighted. The clocks struck twelve before wo 
Imike up. 

I staid in town but a day or two longer, tneetiog my new 
acquaintances every day, and sometimes twice a-oay, how- 
ever, on Trinity Church Walk. I paid visits of leave-taking 
with a heavy heart, and most of all to Anneke and her 
father. 

" I understood from Pollock, ■' said Herman Hordaunt, 
when I explained the object of my call, " that you are to 
leave town to-morrow. Miss Mordaunt and her friend, Miss 
Wallace, go to Lilacsbush this afternoon ; for it is high tinie 
b> look after the garden and the flowers, many of which are ' 
now in full bloom. I shall join them in the evening; and I 
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propon tbat you, young men, take a bUe bieak&st with nt, 
on your way to Westchester, A cup of co&o before you 
start, and getting into your saddle at six, will bring all 
right. I promise you t^t you shall be on the load again 
by one, which will 0m you plenty of time to reach Satans- 
toe before dark." 

I looked Bt Anneke, and fancied that the eznression of 
ber countenance was faTottiable. Dirok left ererything to 
me, and I accepted the invitation. This arrangement 
shortened my visit in Crown Street, and I left the house 
with a Ughter heart than that with which 1 had entered it. 
It la always so agreeable to get an unpleasant duty deferred I 

Next day Dirck and I were in the saddle at six precisely, 
and we rode through the streets just as ^e blacks were 
wasliing down ttieir stoops and side-walks; though there 
were but very few of the last, in my youth. This is a 
commodious improvement, and one that it is not easy to see 
bow the ladies could dispense with, and which is now getting 
to be pretty conunon ; all tlie new streets, I see, being pro- 
vided with the convenience. 

It was a fine May moruiDg, and the air was full of the 
sweet fragrance of the lilac, in particular, as we rode into 
the country. Just as we got into the Bowery Lane, a horse- 
mao was seen .walking out of one of the by-streets, and 
comm^ onr way. He no sooner causht sight of two travel- 
lers gomg in his own direction, than he epurred forward to 
join us ; being alone, and probably wistiing company. As 
it would have been churlish to refuse to travel in company 
vrilh one Uius situated, we pulled up, walking our horses 
until the stranger joined us j when, to our surprise, it turned 
out to be Jason Newcome. The pedagogue was as mudt 
astonished when he recognised us, as we were in recognising 
faim ; and I believe he was a liltb disappointed ; for Jason 
was BO fond of making acquaintances, ttiat it was always a 
pleasure to him to be thus employed. It appeared that be 
bad been down on the island to visit a relative, who had 
married and settled in that quarter j and this was the reason 
we had not met since the morning of the afioir of the lion. 
Of course we trotted on blether, nntber glad nor sorry al 
having this particular companion, 

I never could explain the piocesB by nmiM tit vhieh 
U» 
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fcsott wowkI Itb Iray into everybody's secrets. It b Ira^ 
lie had ao 9cni|>)ea about asking questioDs ; ^tAtiog tiran 
which most peraons would think forbidden by the usages of 
society, with as little hesitation as those which are uoiveT' 
sally permitted. The people t^ New Engtand have a I'epu- 
tatioD this way ; and I remember to have heard Mr. Wordea 
bccoudI ^r tbe practice in ^ fotkrwing way : EvMythiog 
and eterybedy was brought tiiiifer rigid church goremaKnt 
among tbe Puritans ,* and, when a whole commidHty geti 
tbe notion that it is to sit in jadgment on evny act <^ 
one oT its tnetiA^ers, it is quite natural that it should extend 
that light to an inquiry into all im eflfairs. One tiling is 
c«tain ; our ncigbbonrs of Conneclictit do assume a control 
orer the acts and oinnions of individuals that is not dreamed 
of in Ne*Tork; and I tbiok it very likely that the practice 
of poshing inquiry into private tbingSi baa grown up under 
(bis custom. 

As one might suppose, Jason, whenever baffled in an at- 
tempt to obtain knowledge by means of inqtiirira, more or less 
direct, souKht to advance bis ends through conjectures ; tak- 
ing those that were tbe most plausible, if any such could be 
(bund, but putting up with those that had not even this ques- 
tionable recommendation, if nothing better offered. He 
was, consequently, for ever falling into the grossest errors, 
tar, necessarily making his conclusions on premises drawn 
from his own ignorance and inexperience, he was liable to 
&11 into serious mistakes at the very outset. I7or whs tbia 
Qte worst; the tendency of human nature not being very 
directly to chanty, the harshest constractions were soDietimea 
blended with the most absurd blunders, in his mind, and I 
have known him to be often guilty of assertions, that had 
no better Ibundation than these conjectures, which might 
have sabjecled fahn to severe legal penalties. 

On the present occasion, Jason was not long in ascei^ 
taining where fre were bound. This was done m a man- 
ner so charactenslic and ingenious, that I will attempt to 
rdateit. 

" Why, you're out earlyt this morning, gentiem^i l" ax- 
claimed Jason, afiecting m^rise. " Wfad in Oatur* kM 
■Wfted ffm «ff befioe bfeakftnt r 
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** So as to be certaki not to lose our suppers at Sataastoe. 
tfkia ereaing," I answered. 

" Suppers T why, you will almost reach home (Jason 
vould call this word hum) by dinner-time ; that is, yonr 
York diDDer-lime. Perhaps you Enean to call by the wayl ' 

" Perhaps we da, Mr. Newcome ; there are many pleaMnt 
fitmilies between this and Satanstoe." 

<■ I know there be. There 's Ibe great Mr. Van C!(»t 
laodt's at Youker's; perhaps you mean to slop there 1" 

*'No, sir; we have no such intention." 

"Tlien there's the rich Count Philips's, on the river; 
^Bt woald be no great matter out of the way 1" 

"It's farther than we intend to turn." 

" Oh I so you do intend to turn a hit aside ! Well, there 's 
that Mr. Hordaunt, whose daughter you pulled out of the 
lion's paws, — he has a house near Kiag's-Bridge, called 
Lilacsbush." 

" And how did you ascertain that, Jason ?" 

" By asking. Do you think i would let such a thing 
bappeo, and not inquire a little about the young ladyT No- 
thing is ever lost by putting a few questions, and inquiring 
round ; and I did not forget the rule in her case." 

" And you ascertained that the young lady's father has a 
place called Lilacsbush, in this neighbourhcwd 1" 

" I did ; and a queer York fashion it is to give a house a 
name, just as you would a Christian being ; that must be a 
RcKnan Catholic custom, and aotne way connected with ido- 
latry." 

" Out of all doubt. It is far belter to say, for instance, 
that we are going to breakfast at Mr. Mordaunt's-es-es, than 
to say we intend to stop at Lilacsbush." 

" Oh! you be, be you 1 Well, 1 thought it would turn out 
that some such place must have started you off so early. It 
will be a desperate late breakfast, Corny!" 

" It will be at ten o'oclock, Jason, and that is rather later 
flmn common ; but our appetites will be so much the better." 

To this Jason assented, and then commenced a series of 
mancBnvres to be included in the parly. This we did not 
dare to do, however, and all Jason's hints were diar^rded, 
until, growing desperate by our evasions, he plumply pro- 
powd to go along, and we oa plumply told him we would 
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take no such liberty with a roan of Hemnn Hordaonl't 
years, position and character. I do not know that m 
should have hesitated so much had we considered Jason a . 
gentleman, but this was impossible. The custom of tba 
colony admitted of great freedom in this respect, being very 
different from what it is at home, by all accounts, in tbese 
particulars ; but there was always an imderstanding that the 
persona one brought with him should be of a certain stamp 
and class in life ; recommendations to which Jason Mewcome 
certainly bad no claim. 

The case was getting to be a little embarrassing, when 
the appearance of Herman Mordaunt hiniself, fortunately 
removed the difficulty. Jason was not a man to be thrown 
off very easily ; but here was one who had the power, and 
who showed tlu disposition to set things right, Herman 
Hordauat bad ridden down the road a mile or two to meet 
us, intending to lead us bj a private and shorter way to his 
residence, than that which was already known to us. He 
DO sooner saw that Jason was of our company, than he 
asked that as a favour, which our companion would very 
gladly have accepted as a boon. 



CaUPTER IX. 

■I quaUan'i] Love, wfaoM tutj nj 
Bo hemTinl; bright appsan ; 
And Idti, in ■nnrar, nam'd to nj, 
Hu light was diinm'd bj tatra." 

Hbbbb. 

It was not long afler the explanation occurred, as respects 
Jason, and the invitation was given to include him in our 
party, before Herman Mordaunt opened a gate, and led the 
way into the fields. A very tolerable road conduded us 
through some woods, to the heights, and we soon found oor- 
selvea on an eminence, that overlocJced a Inog reach of tha 
Hudson, extending from IDtventraw, to the aortb, as ftr aa 
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Slalea labuidr to the south ; a distance of near forty milei. 
On the oppoaile share, rose the wall-like barrier of the Pali- 
aadoes, lilting the table-land, on their summits, to an eleva- 
tion of several hundred feet. The noble river, itself, fully 
tfaree-quarters of a mile in width, was unruffled by a breath 
of air, lying in one single, extended, placid sheet, under the 
rays of a bright sun, resembling nwiten silver. I scarce 
lemember a lovelier morning ; everything appearing to har- 
monize with the glorious but tranquil grandeur of the vieW( 
and the rich promises of a bountiful nature. The trees were 
mostly covered with the beautifiil clothing of a young ver- 
dure; the birds had mated, and were building in neariy 
every tree ; the wild-flowers started up beneath the hoofa of 
our horses j and every object, far and near, aeemed, to my 
young eyes, to be attuned to harmony and love. 

" This is a favourite ride of mine, in which Anneke oflot 
accompanies me," said Herman Mordauct, as we gained 
the commanding eminence I have mentioned. " My daugh- 
ter is a spirited horse-woman, and is often my companion is 
these morning rides. She and Mary Wallace should be 
somewhere on the hitls, at this moment, for they promised 
to) follow me, as soon aa they could dress for the saddle." 

A cry of BOmethiog like wild delight burst out of Dirck, 
and the next moment he was galloping away for an adjoin- 
ing ridge, on the top of which the beautifiil forms of the two 
g'rls were just th^ visible ; embellished by neatly-Gtting 
ibits, and beavers with drooping feathers. I pointed out 
these charming ol^ts to Herman Mordatint, and followed 
tny friend, at half-speed. In a minute or two the parties 
had joined. 

Never had I seen JUmeke Mordaunt so perfectly lovdy, 
as she appeared that morning. The exercise and air had 
deepened a bloom that was always rich ; and her eyes re- 
ceived new lustre from the glow on her cheeks. Though 
expected, 1 thought she received us aa particularly acceptaUe 
guests ; while Mary Wallace manifested more than an usual 
d^ree of animation, in her reception. Jason was not for- 
gotten, but was acknowledged as an old acquaintance, and 
was properly introduced to the friend. 

« You frequently lake these rides, Mr. Mordaunt tells mo," 
I nidi reining my horse to the side of that of Anndca'a, w 
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tbe Thole part3r movied on ; " end I ngret that Salansbw m 
DO diBtant, u to prorent our oflener meetinz of a morning. 
We hsTe many noted horse-wcHneQ, in W^atohesler, w£) 
Vronid be proud of auch en acquisition." 

« I know sertrtil ladies, on your side of Harlem river," 
Anneke anmrered, " and frequently ride in their oomf»ay ; 
bat »ode so distant as any in your immediate neighbourhood. 
My fkther teRa nw, he umd often to shoot oMr the fidds of 
SatanMbe, Then a youth ; and still speaks of your Inrda 
wflh great «flecti<Mi.'* 

" I believe our ftthera vere Mice brother-sportBimn. Mr. 
SulatKMle has promised to come and imitate their good ex- 
ample. Now you have had time lo reflect on tbe plays you 
have seen, do you still ki\ the same interest in such repre- 
sentations as at first ?" 

" I only wish there was not BO miteh to condemn. I 
think Mr. BulstMde might have reached eminence as a 
player, Itsd not fortune put it, in one sense, beyond hia 
nach, as an elder son, and a man of ftmily." 

*' Mr. BuIstTOde, they tell me, is not only tbe heir of an 
old baronetcy, but of a lai^ fortune?" 

" Such are the fhcta, I believe. Do you not think it cre- 
ditable to him, Mr. Litllepage, that one so situated, should 
oome so fsT to B«ve his kizig and country, in a rude war 
like this of our colonies V 

I was obliged to assent, though 1 heartily wished fliat 
Anneke's mauler had beea less animated and sincere, aa 
she put the question. Still, I hardly knew What (o think of 
her feelings towards thst gentleman ; ibr, otherwise, she 
always heard him named wtth a calmness and s^f'posses- 
sion that I had observed was not shared by all her young 
companions, wh«i there was occasion to allude to the gay 
and insinuBting soldier, ) need scarcely sey, it was no dts- 
advanta^ to Mr. Bubtrode to be the heir of a baronetcy, in 
an English colony. Somehow or other, we are 4t little apt 
to magnify such accidental superiority, at a distance from 
home; and I have heard Englishmen, themselves, acknow- 
ledge that a baronet was a greater man, in New York, than 
a duke was in London. These were things, that passed 
through my mind, as I rode along at Anneke's side ; though 
I had the disoretion not (o give utlerance to uy thoi^lifei. 
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" Hflrtnan Mordttnnt ro^ in sdvaooe, with Jaaoa ; and 
ne led tbe party, by pretty bridle-paths, along the beighta 
for nearly two miles, occasionally opening a gate, without 
dismounting, until he Teached a point that overlooked Lilacs- 
bush, which was soon seen, distant from us lass than half a 
mile. 

" Hero we ore, on my own domain," he said, us he polled 
up to let us join him ; " that lost gate separating nw from 
my nearest neighbour south. Tbrae hills are of do great 
use, except as early pastures, though they afiord many beau- 
tiful views." 

" I have heard it predicted," I remarked, " that the time 
would come, some day, when the banks of the Hudson would 
contain many such seats as that of the Phiiipses, at Yonkera, 
and ODO or two more like it, that I am told are now standing 
above the Highlands." 

" Quite possibly ; it is not essy to foretell wbat may coroe 
to pass in such a country. I dare say, that in time, both 
towns and seats will be seen on the banks of the Hudson, 
and a powerful and nnmeroos nobility to occupy the last. 
By the way, Mr. Littiepage, your father and my friend Col. 
Pollock have been making a valuable acquisition in lands, 
[ hear ; having obtained a patent for an estenaive estate, 
somewhere in the neighbourhood of Albany 1" 

" It is not so very extensive, sir, there being only some 
forty (liouEand acres of it, altogether ; nor ia it very near 
Alttfiny, by what I can learn, since it most lie at a dbtance 
of some forty miles, or more, from that town. Next winter, 
however, Dirck and myself ace to go in search of the land, 
when we shall learn all about it," 

" Then we may meet in that quarter of the country. I 
have afiairs of importance at Albany, which have beiax too 
long neglected ; and it has been my intention to pass some 
months at the noHh, next season, and early in the season, 
loo. We may possibly meet in the woods." 

" You have been at Albany, I supp(»e, Mr. Mordannt)" 

" Quite often, sir ; tho^istance is so great, that one has 
not much inducement to go there, unless carried by aflaiiB, 
however, as has been my case. 1 was at Albany before my 
marriage, and have had various occasions to visit it since," 

" My father was there, when a soldier ; and he teUs ne 
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h ia apart of the pnvnce well worth Bedng. Atdlsrantt, 
I shall encounter the risk and fatigue next season ; for it it 
naefiil to young persons to aee the world. Dirck and my- 
aelf may make the campaign, abould there be one in Ihid 
diiecticm" 

I fhncied Anneke manifested some interest in this ccxiver 
saticm ; hot we rode on, and soon alighted at the door of 
Lilacsbush. Bulstrode was not in the way, and I had the 
au|>renie pleasure of helping Miss Mordaunt to alight, when 
we paused a moment before entering the bouse, to examine 
the view. I have ^ven the reader some idea of the genenl 
appearance of the place j but it was necessary to approach 
it, in order to form a just conception of its beauties. As its 
name indicated, the lawn, house, and out-buildinga were all 
earnished or buried in lilacs, tiie whole of which were then 
ID full blossom. The flowers filled the air with a species 
of purple light, that cast a warm and soil radiance even on 
the glowing &ce of Anneke, as she pointed out to me the 
magical efiect. I know no flower that does so much to em- 
bdush a place, as the lilac, on a large scale, common as it 
is, and familiar as we have become with its hues and its 



" We wijoy the month our lilacs are out, beyond any 
month in the year," said Anneke, smiling at my aurpriso 
and delight ; " and we make it a point to pass most of it 
bere. You will at least own, Mr. IMepage, that Ulac^ 
hush is properly named." 

" The efiect is mora like enchantment than anything else 1" 
I cried. " I did not know that the simple, modest lilac could 
render anjrtbing so very beautiful I" 

" Simplicity and modesty are such channs in themselves, 
sir, as to be potent allies," observed the senvble but taciturn 
"--7 Wallace. 

y this I assented, of course, and we all followed Mr. 
launt into the hotue. I was as much delighted with the 
appearance of thin^ in the interior ofLilacslnish, as I had 
beni with the exterior. Every wltbre, it seemed to me, I met 
widi the signs of Anneke's taste and skilL I do not wish 
the reader to supposeHhat the residence itself was of the very 
fint character and class, for this it could not lay claim to be. 
8till> it was one of those staid, story-and-a-balf dwellingik 
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in which most of our £rst families were, and an conteot to 
dwell, in the couniry ; very inucb reaerabling the good old 
habitation at Sataustoe in theae particulars. The furniture, 
however, was of a higher town-finish than we found it ne- 
cessary to use; and the little parlour in which we break- 
fasted was a model for an eating-room. The bufiets in the 
corners were so well polished that one might see his face in 
them; the cellarets were ornamented with plated hinges, 
locks, &C., and the table itself shone like a mirror. I know 
not how it was, but the china appeared to me richer and 
neater than common under Anneke's pretty little hand; 
while the massive and highly -tinlshed plate of the breakfast 
service, was such as could be wrought only in England. In 
a word, while everything appeared rich and respectable, 
there was a certain indescribable air of comfort, gentility, 
and neatness about the whole, that impressed me in an un- 
usual manner. 

"Mr. LittlepogB telU me, Anneke," observed Herman 
Mordaunt, while we were at breakfast, " that he intends to 
make a journey to the north, next winter, and it may be our 

good fortune to meet him there. The th expects to bo 

ordered up as high as Albany, this summer ; and we may 
all renew our songs and jests, with Bulstrode and his gay 
GCHnpaoions, among the Dutchmen." 

I was charmed with this prospect of meeting Anneka 
Hordaunt at the north, and took occasion to say as much; 
though I was afraid it was in an awkward and confused 
manner. 

" I beard as imicb as this, sir, while we were riding," 
answered the daughter. "I hope cousin Dirck is to be of 
the party I" 

Cousin Dirck assured her be was, and we discussed in 
anticipation the pleasure it must give to old actiuaintances 
to meet so far from home. Not one of us, Herman Mor- 
daunt excepted, had ever been one hundred miles from his 
or ber birth-place, as was ascertained on comparing notes. 
I was the greatest traveller ; Princeton lying between eighty 
and ninety miles Jrom Satanstoe, as the road goes. 

" Perhaps I co^ nearer to it than any of you," put in 
Jaaon, " for my late journey on the island must nave carried 
ue aeuly that &r from Danbury. But, ladies, I caa assun 
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yoa, B tTBVsller hu many oppoituoities for learning iiaefiil 
things, aa I know by the di&rence then ia between Yoric 
and Ctnoecticuli" 

"And which do you prefer, Mr.NewcomeT" asked Anneke, 
widi a Bomewhat comical expression about her laughine eyes. 

"That is hkrdly a fair question, Miss;" no reproof could 
break Jason of this Tulgarism, " since it might make de- 
nies for a body to speak all of his mind in such matters. 
There are comparisons that should never be made, oa 
account of circumstances that overrule all common efforts. 
New ITork is a great colony — »-rery great colony, Miss ; 
but it was once Dutch, as everybody knows, beting Mr. 
FoUook's pardon ; and it must be confessed CoDneclicut has, 
from the first, enjoyed almost unheard-of advantages, in the 
moral and religious character of her people, the escetlenoe 
of her lands, and the purity" — Jason called this word 
"poority;" but that did not alter ths sentiment — though I 
must say, once for all, it is out of my power lo spell every 
word as this man saw fit to pronounce it — " of her people 
and church." 

Herman Mordaunt looked up with surprise, at this speech ; 
but Dirck and I had beard so many like it, that we saw 
nothing out of the way on this particular occasion. As for 
the ladies, they were loo well-bred to glance at each other, 
as girls sometimes will ; but I could see that each ihought 
the speaker a very singular person. 

*' You find, then, a diflerence in customs between the two 
colonies, sir?" said Herman Mordaunt. 

"A vast difierence truly, sir. Now there was a little 
thing happened about your daughter, 'Squire Mordaunt, the 
very first time I saw her" — the present was the tecond 
inlorviow— "that could no more have happened in C<mi- 
oecticul, than the whole of the province could be put into 
that lea-cup." 

" To my daughter, Mr, Newcome I" 

"Yes, sir, to your own daughter; Miss, that sita them 
looking as innocent as if it had never come to pass." 

'■ This is so extraordinary, sir, that I must beg an expla- 
nation." 

" You may well call it eztr'ornary, for extr'omary it 
wauU bo oalied all over C(»necticat ; and I^ never pn 
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flft thtt York, if this be a York ua&ge, ig or csn be ri^ n 
Mch s matter, «t least." 

** 1 entreat you to be more explicit, Mr. Newcome." 

" Why, sir, yalx must know, Coroy, here, and I, anil 
Dirck tlien, went fn to bM the lioo, aboDt wbich no dooh 
vcn Ve tmn) bo mudh, and Coroy paid for Htn'a ticket 
WeO, that Was all right enough, but " 

"Sofely, Anoeke, you have not forgotten to ntam to 
Mr, LiltlepBge the money I" 

" Listen patiently, my dear air, und yon will get the 
wbcrfe story, my delittquMicies and debts included, if any 
there are." 

"That's juHt what she did, 'Sqnire Hordaunt, and I 
maintain there is not the man in all Coimecticut that would 
bavQ token it If ladiea can't be treated to sights, add 
other amasementa, I should like to know who Is to be so." 

Herman Hordauot, ^ first, looked gravely at the speaker, 
bat catchingtheexpressionofour eyes be answered with the 
t«ct of a perfectly welUbred pian, as he certainly was, on 
all ocoasions that put him to the proof— 

"Yon must overlook Mies Mordaunt'a adhering to her 
awn cUBtoms, Mr. Newcome, on account of her youth, and 
her little knowledge of any world but that immediately 
around her. When she has enjoyed an opportunity c^ 
visiting Danbury, no donbt ebe will improve by the occasion.** 

" But, Corny, sir — think of Comy's falling into such a 
mistake !" 

" As for Mr. Litllepage, I must suppose he labours under 
somewhat of the same disadvantage. We are less gallant 
here than you happen to be in Connecticut,- hence oui 
inferiority. At some future day, perhaps, when society 
dtall have made a greater progress among us, our youtlui 
will come to see the impropriety of permitting the fair SeX 
to pay for anything, even their own ribands. I have lOng 
known, sir, that you of New England claim to treat your 
WDinea better than they are treated in any other portion of 
the inh^ted world, and it must be owing to that circumstance 
that they enjoy the advantage of being ' treated" for nothing." 

Witii this concession Jason was apparently content. 
How much of this provincial feeling, arising from provin- 
' nl seen suice that time I it is cemib 
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that our fellow-aubjects of the eaaleni proriDCGS ara not 
addicted to hiding their lights under husbeb, but make the 
most of all tbdr advantageB. That they are superior to ua 
of York, in some respects, I am willing enough to allow ; 
hut there are certainly points on which this superiority ia 
iar leas apparent. As for Jason, he was entirely satisfied 
with the answer of Herman Mordaunt, and often alluded to 
the subject afterwards, to my prejudice, and with great self- 
complacency. To be sure, it is a hard leesoo to be^ into 
the head of the self.sufficient colonist, that his own little 
corner of the earth does not contain all that is right, and 
just, and good, and refined. 

I left Lilacsbuah, that day,. deeply in lore, I hold it to 
be unmanly to attempt to conceal it. Anneke had made a 
lively impression on me from the very firat, but that im- 
pression had now gone deeper than the imagination, and 
bad very sensibly touched the heart. Perhaps it was ne- 
cessary to see her in the retirement of the purely domestic 
circle, to give all her charms their just ascendency. While 
in town, 1 had usually met her in crowds, surrouuded by 
admirers or other young persons of her own sex, and there 
was less opportunity for viewing the infiuence of nature and 
the afiectiona on her manner. With Mary Wallace at 
her side, however, there was always one on whom she 
could exhibit just enough of these feelings to bring out the 
loveliness of her nature without eSbrt or affectation. Anne 
Mordaunt never spoke to her friend without a change ap- 
pearing in her manner. Affection thrilled in the tones of 
her voice, confidence beamed in her eye, end esteem and 
respect were to be gathered from the expectation and 
deference that shone in her count«iance. Mary Wallace 
was two years the oldest, and these years taken m connec- 
tion with her character, entitled her to receive this tnbuto 
bfita her nearest associate; but all these feelings flowed 
spontaneously from the heart, for never was an intercourse 
between two of the sex mora thoroughly free from acting. 

It was a proof that passion was getting the mastery over 
me, that I now forgot Dirck, his obvious attachment, older 
claims, and possible success. I know not how it was, or 
why it was, but it was certain that Herman Mordaunt had 
a great r^rd for Dirck Van Valkenbui^ The affiiuty 
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mo; have couDled for somethiiig, and it was pouible that (he- 
fother was already weighing the advautagca that might 
accrue from such a coaacctioa. Col. Pollock hod the re- 
putatioD of being rich, as lichea were then counted among 
us ; and the young fellow himself, in addition to a fine manly 
figure, that was fast developing itself into the frame of a 
youthful Hercules, had an excellent temper, and a good 
reputation. Still, this idea never troubled me. Of Dirck I 
had no fears, while Bulatrode gave me great uneasiness, 
from the first. I saw all his advantages, may have even 
magnified them ; while those of my near and immediate 
friend, gave me no trouble whatever. It is possible, had 
Dirck presented himself oftener, or more distinctly to my 
mind, a feeling of magnanimity might have induced me to 
withdraw in lime, and leave bun a field to which he had 
the earliest claim. But, after the morning at Lilacsbush, 
it was too late for any such sacrifice on my part ; and I rode 
away from the house, at the side of my friend, as forgetful 
of hia interest in Anneke, as if he had never'felt any. Mag- 
nanimity and I had no further connection iu relation to my 
pretensions to Anneke Mordaunt. 

" Well," commenced Jason, aa soon as we were fairly in 
the saddle, " these Mordaunta are even a notch above your 
folks. Corny 1 There was more silver vessels in that room 
where we ate, than there is at this moment in all Danbury I 
The extravagance amounts to waste. The old gentleman 
must be desperate rich, Dirck 1" 

" Herman Mordaunt has a good estate, and very little ol 
it has gone for plate, Jason ; that which you saw is old, and 
came either firom Holland, or England ; one home, or the 
other." 

" Oh ! Holland is no home for me, bcnr. Depend on it, all 
that plate is not put there for nothing. If the truth could be 
come at, this Herman Mordaunt, as you call him, though I 
do not see why you cannot call him ^Squire Mordaunt, like 
other folks, but this Mr. Mordaunt has some notion, I con. 
elude, to get his daughter off on one of these rich English 
officers, of whom there happen to be so many in the pro- 
vince, just at this time. I never saw the gentleman, but 
there was one Bulstrode named pi^y often this forenoon " 
—Jaaon'a morning always terminated at his usual breok&st 
13* 
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hour, — " and I rather conclude be vill turn out to be tin 
chap, in the long run. Such is my calculadon, and tftey 
don t often fail," 

I saw a quick, surprised start in Dirck ; but I felt such a 
twinge inyBCIf, that there wsa little opportunity to inquin 
into the state of my friend's feelingB, at this coarse, but un- 
expected remark, 

" Hare you any particular reason, Mr, Newcome, fbi 
Tenturing such an opinion ?" I asked, a little sternly, 

"Come, don't let ns, oat here in the high-way, begin to 
mister one another. Tot) are Corny, Dirck is Dirck, and 
I am Jason. The shortest way is commonly the best way, 
and I like given-names among friends. Hsve I any parti- 
cular reason ? — Yes ; plenty on 'em, and them that's good. 
In the first place, no man has a daughter," — darter 4 la 
Jason, — " that he does not begin to think of setting her out 
in the world, accordin' to his abilities ; then, as I said be- 
fore, these folks from home" (hum) " are awful rich, and 
rich husbands are always satisfactory to parents, what- 
ever they may be to children. Besides, some of these 
officers will fall heirs to titles, and that is a desperate tempt- 
ation to a woman, all over the world. T hardly think (here 
is a young woman in Danbury that could hold out agio' a 
real title." 

It has always struck me as singular, that the people of 
Jason's part of the provinces should entertain so much pro- 
found respect for tillea. No portion of the world is of 
simpler habits, nor is it easier to find any civilized people 
among whom there is greater equality of actual condition, 
which, one would think, must necessarily induce equality 
of feeling, than in Connecticut, at this very moment. Not- 
withstanding these fects, the love of title is so great, that 
even that of scrjeant is often prefixed to the name of a man 
on his tombstone, or in the announcement of his death or 
marriage ; and as for the militia ensigns and lieutenants, 
there is no end to them. Deacon is an important title, 
which is rarely omitted ; and wo betide the man who should 
forget lo ca!! a magistrate " esquire," No such usages pre- 
vail among ne ; or, if they do, it is among that portion of 
the people of this colony which is derived from New Eng- 
land, and still retains some of its custotna. Then, in li» 
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pMt of the colonies is Gn^h rank more deferred to, ihtuk 
in Hew England, generally, notwithstanding most of those 
colonies possess the right to e!ccl nearly every officer they 
have among Ihem. f allow that we of New York defer 
greatly to men of Inith and rank IVont home, and it is right 
*« shonld so do ; but I do not think our deference is as 
PicBt, or by any means as general, as it is in New England. 
K is possible the influence of the Dutch may have left an 
Impresnon on onr stale of society, thon^ ! have been told 
that the colonic farther south exhibit very much the same 
characteristics as we do, ourselves, 6n this head.* 

We reached Salanstoe a little late, in consequence of the 
delay at Lilacsbush, and were welcomed with affection and 
warmth. My excellent mother was delighted to see me 
at home again, after so long an absence, and one which she 
did not think altogether without peril, when it was remem- 
bered that I had passed a whole fortnight amid the tempta- 
tions and fascinations of the capital. I saw the tears in her 
eyes as she kissed me, again and again, and feh the g«itle, 

* As reipec^ta ttio love of titles tlmt sre derived IVom the people, 
tfient ia nothing opposed to etrict rEpiAlicul, or if the reader wilt, de. 
mooiatiD, jKineiploe, since it is deftrriDg- to the power tbal ippoinU, 
uidmaoifcBtfl a. respect for that which the community et»0«ea to derate. 
But, the defereoce to Er^lith rank, Dientioncd b; Mr. LiltlepB^, is 
ondeniabt^ grealer amaag; the masa in New England, thaa it is uiy. 
where el»e ih this coontry, at this very momeDt One leading New 
York paper, edited by New England toob, dating the UM contnv 
TCSMy alKKit tbe indemnity to be paid by France, aeloally -rtyled tbs 
Doo de Broglie " hia grace," Uke a Or^b Street cock«9, — «. mode of 
address that would aitoiUBh that respectable »tateiDiui, quite aa maeb 
u it moiA baTB amused every man of the world who saw it. J have 
been maeh poxiled to account tar tins peculiallty — unqneitionably 
WM that eriU* in tba coontry — but have mpposed ti muit be owing 
totlK diffiuion Of htftnoatiim which oaniea iBtetSgenoe nAcientdy ftr 
to acquaint the maw with bading sociU featurec, without gcnng far 
enough to compensate tar a provincial position and provincial habits. 
Perhaps the eicluaivelj English origin of the people may have ao 
influence. Tbe writer has passed portions of tWn aeasons in Swit. 
zerland, anil, exclodii^ the nnall fbreat cantt»is, ha haa no besitation 
in nying that the habits and general notions of Connoclicat are 
more inherently democratical than thoae of any part of that country. 
XotwilhBtandin{^ be thinkji a mbleman, particularly an Engliab 
a o H e m an, js a %i nester man ia New England, than ho U amanf 
Hm md mUdto^tati ftidS«i of N«w York^-^kniM. 
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WBim embiKce, as she pressed me lb her bosom, in raatenwl 
thanksgiving. 

Of course, I had to lender on accouDt of all I had seen 
and done, including Pinkster, the theatre, and the lion. I 
said nothing, however, of the Mordsunts, until questioned 
about them by my mother, quite a fortnight afler Dirck had 
gone across to Rockland. One morning, as 1 sat endea- 
vouring to write a sonnet in my own room, that excellent 
parent entered and took a seat near my table, with the fami- 
liarity the relation she bore me justified. She was knitting 
at tlte time, for never was she idle, except when asleep. I 
saw by the placid smile on her ihce, which, Heaven bless 
her I was still smooth and handsome, that something was 
on her mind, that was far from disagreeable; and I waited 
with some curiosity for the opening. That excellent mo- 
ther I How completely did she live out of herself in all 
that bad the most lanote bearing on my iiiture hopes and 
happiness 1 

" Finish your writing, my son," commenced my mother, 
for I had instinctively striven to conceal the sonnet ; « finish 
your writing ; until you have done, I will be silent." 

"I have done, now, mother; 'twas only a copy of versea 
I was ^ideavouring to writa out — you know — that is — write 
out, you know." 

" I did not know you were a poet. Corny," retuined iny 
mother, smiling still mora complacently, for it it something 
to be the parent of a poet. 

"I!— I a poet, moUier T — I'd sooner turn school -master, 
than turn poet. Yes, I 'd sooner be Jaaon Newcome, him- 
self, than even suspect it possible I could be a poet." 

"Well, never mind; people never turn poets, I fancy, 
with their eyes open. But, what is this 1 hear of your 
having saved a beautiful young lady from the jaws of a 
lion, while you were in town ; and why was I lefl to learn 
all the particulars from Mr. Newcome 1" 

I believe my face was of the colour of scariet, for it felt 
as if it were on fire, and my mother smiled still more de< 
cidedly than ever. Speak 1 I could not have spoken to be 
thus nulled on by Anneke. 

" There is nothing to be ashained of. Corny, in rescuiog 
a young lady from a litm, or ia gong to her fidbec's to 
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nceiTe the thanks ofthe family. The Horduiata are a 
bmij any one can vUit with pleasure. Was the battle 
between you and the beaat, a very desperate conflict, my . 
chiidr 

" Poh I mother : — Jason is a regular dealer in marveb, 
and he makes mountains of mole-hills. In the first place, 
for 'jaws,' you must substitute ' paws,' and for a 'young 
lady,' 'her shawl,'" 

" Yes, I understand it was the shawl, but it was on her 
■houlders, and could not have bean disengaged time enou^ 
to save her, had you not shown so much presence of miad 
and courage. As for tbe 'jaws,' I believe that was my 
mistake, for Mr, Newcome certainly said ' claws.' " 

" Well, mother, ha?e it your own way. I was of a little 
senrioe to a very charming young woman, and she and her 
father were civil to me, as a matter of course, Herman 
Hordaunt is a name we all know, and, as you say, his is B 
Jkmily that any man may be proud of, visiting, ay, and 
pleased too." 

" How odd it is, Corny," added my mother, in a sort of 
musing, soliloquizing way, — '' you are an only child, and 
Anneke Mordaunt is also an only child, as Dirck FoUock 
has often told me." 

" Then Dirck has spoken to you firequently of Anneke, 
before this, mother 1" 

"Time and again; they are relations, you must have 
heard ; as, indeed, yon are yourself, if you did but know 
it." 

"17 — 1 related to Anneke Mordaunt, without being too 
near?" 

My dear mother smiled again, while I felt sadly ashamed 
of myself at the next instant, I believe that a suspicion 
of the truth, as respects my in&nt passion, existed in that 
dear parent's mind from that moment. 

" Certunly related, Corny, and I will tell you how. My 
great-great-grandmother, Alida van der Heyden, was a first 
cousin of Herman Mordaunt's great-n«at-grand mother, by 
liis mother's side, who was a Van Kleeck, So, you see, 
rou and Anneke are actually related." 

*' Jnst near en(»igh, mother, to put one at ease in tbdr 
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bouse, and not ao war u to maks relatiooslup tranW^i 
some." 

"They tell me, laj child, that Amieke is a sweet cn«> 

" If beauty, aad modesty, and grace, and gentleness, and 
spirit, and sense, and delicacy, and virtue, and piety, can 
make any young woman of seventeen a sweet creator 
mother, then Anneke is sweet" 

My dear mother seemed surprised at mj warmth, but she 
nmled still more comptacentty thap ever. Instead of pu[- 
suing the subject, however, she saw fit to change it, by 
spaaking of the prospects of the season, and the many 
lessons we all had for thankfulness to God. I presume 
with a woman's instinct, she had learned enough to. sfttisfy 
her mind for the present. 

The summer sooa succeeded to Uis Ma; that proved sq 
■nomenlous to me ; and I sought oocupetjou in the fields. 
Occupation, however, woukl not do. Anneke was with me, 
go where I would ; aitd glad was I when Dirck, about mid- 
summer, in one of his periodical visits to Satanatoe, proposed 
that we should rids over, and make another visit to Lilacs* 
bush. He had written a note, to say we should be glad to 
ask a dinner and beds, if it were convenient, for a day a 
short diataDce ahead ; and be waited the answer at the Neck. 
This answer arrived duly by mail, and was everything 
we could wish. Herman Mordaunt offered us a hearty wel- 
eome, and srat the grateful intelligence that his daughter 
and Mary Wallace would both be present to receive us. I 
envied Dirck the manly feeling which had induced him to 
take this plain and respectable course to bis oti^t. 

We went across the country, accordingly, and reached 
Xiilacsbush aeveral-houra before dinner, Anneke received 
us with a bright suSiisioQ of the face, and kind smiles^ 
though I could not detect the slightest difierence in her 
manners to either. To both was she gracious, gentle, at> 
tentive, and lady-like. No allusion was made to the past, 
except a few remarks that were given on tbe subject of ihe 
thealra. Tbe officers had continued to play until the— — tb 
had been ordered up tbe river, when Bulstrode, Billings, 
Harris, virtuous Marcia, and all, bad proceeded to Albany 
la company. Anoeke thought tbsis was aboitf m modi to 
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ba displeased with, as there was to please, in these rapre- 
sentationa; though her removal to the country had prevent* 
ed her seeing more than three of Ihem all. It was admitted 
all round, however, that Bulstrode played admirably ; and 
it was ena r^relied by certain persons, that he should not 
have been devoted to the stage. 

We passed the night at Lilacsbush, and remained an hour 
»r two after breakfast, next morning. 1 had carried a warm 
invitation from both my parents to Herman Mordaunt, to 
ride over, with the young ladies, and taste the fish of the 
Sound; and the visit was returned in the course of tha 
month of September. My mother received Annehe as a 
relation ; though I believe that both Herman Mordaunt and 
his daughter were surprised to learn that ibey came within 
even the wide embrace of Dutch kindred. They did not 
seem displeased, however, for the family name of my mother 
wu good, and no one need have been ashamed of affinity to 
her, on her own account. Our guests did not remain the 
night, but they left us in a sort of a chaise that Herman 
Mon^unt kepi for country use, about an hour before sun- 
set. I mounted my horse, and rode five miles with the 
party, on its way back, and then took my leave of Anneke, 
as it turned out, for many, many weary months. 

The year 1757 was memorable in the colonies, by the 
progress of the war, and as much so in New York as in any 
other province. Montcalm had advanced to the bead of 
Lake Geoirge, had taken Fort William Henry, and a fearful 
massacre of the garrison had succeeded. This bold opera- 
tion leil the enemy in possession of Champlain ; and the 
strong post of Ticonderoga was adequately garrisoned by a 
fermidable Jbrce. A general gloom was cast over the poli- 
tical afiairs of the colony; and it was understood that a 
great efibrt was to be made, the succeeding campaign, lo 
repair the loss. Rumour spoke of large reinforcements 
from home, and of greater levies in the colonies themselves 
than had been hitherto attempted. Lord Loudon was to re- 
turn home, and a veteran of the name of Abercrombie was 
to succeed him in the command of ail the forces of the king. 
Rqpments began to arrive from the West Indies; and, in 
tbe course of the winter of 1757-8, we heard at SatansCoe 
^ tbe gaieties that these new forces had introduced into th« 
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towD. Among other things, a. r^ular corps of Tbeapam 
hnd srrivecMrom the West Indies. 



CHAPTER X. 

•'Deu HHtr-Padding, i>lut nnpraniwed ja; 
Eipukdi mj heut to maet tbee in 8noj 1 
Doom'd o'er tlu wwld tbroagb deriou* p«tbi to roan. 
Each clioiB mj eonntty, and each hoiue mj home, 
Uj aoiil i* loath'd, m j care* have ibnnd aD end ; 
I graet mj long-loat, unlbrgottea friend." 

Tat winter was soon drawing to a close, and my twentjr. 
first birth-day was past. My father and Col. P<rilocl£, who 
came over to smoke more than usual that winter with my 
&tber, began to talk of the journey Dlrck and I were (o 
take, in quest of the Patent. Maps were procured, calcula- 
tiona were made, and difierent modes of proceeding were 
proposed, by the various members of the family. I will 
acluiowledge that the aigbt of the lai^, coarse, parchment 
map of the Mooseridge Patent, as the new acquisition was 
called, from the circumatance of the surveyors having shot 
a moose on a particular ridge of land in its centre, excited 
certain feelings of avarice within my mind. There were 
streams meandering among hills and valleys ; little lakes, or 
ponds, as they were erroneously called in the language of 
the country, dotted the surface ; and there were all the 
artistical proofs of a valuable estate that a good map-maker 
could devise, to render the whoie pleasing and promising.* 

* For^ jeaia ago, a E^ntleman in New York porchaud a consider- 
able body of wild land, oq the faitb of the map. When he cajne to 
exBinine hii newproperty, it nu tbnnd to be particularly wanting- in 
watsr-couraea. Tfae aurrejor wai sought, and rebuked lor his decep- 
tion, the map having Dilmeroaa atreuna, &a. "Why did yoa lay 
down all theie atreama here, where none are to be Staad V demanded 
the irritated purchoror, pointing to the doeument "Why t — Why, 
iriw the d — 1 ever »«w a map withoat rlreraJ" was the anawor--" 
bma. 
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(f it were a good Ihtag to be tlie heir of S&lanstoe, it was 

fer belter to tie the tenant in common, with my Triend 
Dirck, of ai! these ample plains, rich bottoms, flowing 
streams and picturesque lakes. In a word, for the first 
time, in the history of the colonies, the Litilepages had be- 
came the owners of what might be termed an estate. Ac- 
cording to our New York parlance, six or eight hundred 
acres are not &n estate j nor two or three thousand, scarcely} 
but ten, or twenty, and much more, forly thousand acres of 
land might be dignified with the name of an estate I 

The first knotty point discussed, was to settio the manner 
in which Dirck and myself should reach Mooseridge. Two 
modes of going as far as Albany offered, and on one of 
these it was our first concern to decide. We might wait 
until the river opened, and go as far as Albany in a sloop, 
of which one or two left town each week when business 
was active, as it was certain to be in the spring of the year. 
It was thought, however, that the army would require most 
of ihe means of transportation of this nature that oSered; 
and it might put us to both inconvenience and delay, to 
wait on the lardy movemeats of quarler-masters and cob- 
tractors. My grandfather shook his head when the thing 
was named, and advised us to remain as independent aa 
possible. 

" Have as little as possible to do with such people, 
Corny," put in my grandfather, now a grey-headed, vene- 
rable-looking old genlleman, who did not wear his wig half 
Hie time, but was content to appear in a pointed night-cap 
and gown at all hours, until just before dinner was an- 
nounced, when he invariably came forth dressed as a gen- 
tleman — " Have as little as possible to do with these gentry, 
Corny. Money, and not honour, is their game; and you 
will be treated like a barrel of beef, or a bag of potatoes, if 
you fall into their hands. If you move with the army at 
all, keep among the real soldiers, my boy, and, above all 
things, avoid the contractors." 

It was consequently determined that there was too much 
uncertainty and delay in waiting for a passage to Albany 
1^ water ; for it was known that the voyage itself often 
lasted lea days, or a fortnight, and it would be so late be- 
fiira we could sail, as to render this delay very inconvenient, 
■3 
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The other mode of journeying, was to go before the snoir 
had melted from the roads, by Che aid of which, it was 
quite possible to make the distaoce between Satanstoe tuid 
Albany in three days. 

Certain considerations of economy next offered, and we 
settled down on the following plan ; which, as it strikes me, 
is, even now, worthy or being mentioned on acc(Hjnt of its 
prudence and judgment. It was well known that there 
would be a great demand for horses for the army, as well 
as for stores, provisions, &c., of various sorts. Now, we 
had on the Neck several stout horses, that were falling into 
years, though stili serviceable and good for a campaign. 
Col, Pollock bad others of the same description, and when 
the cavalry of the two farms were all assembled at Satans* 
toe, there were found to be no fewer than fourteen of the 
venerable animals. These made just three four-horse teams, 
besides leaving a pair for a lighter load. Old, stout lumber 
eleighs were bought, or found, and repaired; and Jaap, 
haviog two other blacks with him, was sent ofi* at the head 
of what my father called a brigade of lumber sleighs, all 
of which were loaded with the spare pork and flour of tha 
two families. The war had rendered these articles quite 
high ; but the hogs that were slaughtered at Christmas had 
not yet been sold ; and it was decided that Dirck and myself 
could not commence our career as men who had to buy and 
sell from the respective farms, in aoy manoer more likely to 
be useful to us and to our parents, than this. As Yaap'a 
movements were necessarily slow, he was permitted to pro- 
cede Dirck and myself by two entire days, giving him time 
to clear the Highlands before we left Satanstoe. The negroes 
carried the provender for their horses, and no small portion 
of the food, and all of the cider that was necessary for their 
own consumption. No one was ashamed of economisine 
with his slaves in this manner ; the law of slavery itself 
existing principally as a money-making institution. I men. 
rioQ these little matters, that posterity may understand the 
conventional feeling of the colony, on such points. 

When everything was ready, we had to listen to much 
good advice from our friends, previously to launching our- 
selves into the world. What Col, Pollock said to Dirck, 
the Utter itever told me ; hut the following was pretty mocb 
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Ibe form and substance of that which I received from my 
own father — the interview taking place in a littls room he 
called his " office ;" or " study," as Jason used to term it. 

" Here, Corny, aro alL the bills, or iovoicea, properly 
made out," my father commenced, handing me a small sheaf 
of papers; "and you will do welt to consult them before 
you make any sales. Here are letters of Imroduclion to 
several gentlemen in the army, whose acquaintance I could 
wish you lo cultivate. This, in particular, is to my old 
.captain, Charles Merrewether, who is now a Lt. Col., and 
commands a battalion in the Royal Americans. You wilt 
find him of great service to you while you remain with the 
army, I make no doubt. Pork, they tell me, if of the quality 
of that you will have, ought to bring three half joes, the 
barrel — and you might ask that much. Should accident pro- 
cure you an invitation to the table of the Commaoder-Ia- 
Chief, as may happen through Col. Merrewether's friendship, 
I trust you will do full credit to the loyalty of the Littlepages. 
Ah ! there 's the flour, too ; it ought to be worth two half 
joes the barrel, in limes like these. I have thrown in a 
Utter or two to some of the Schuylera, with whom I served 
when of your age. They are first-rale people, remember, 
and rank among the highest families of the colonies ; full 
of good old Van Cortlandt blood, and well crossed with the 
Rensselaers. Should any of ihem ask you about the barrel 
of tongues, that you wilt find marked T — •" 

"Any of whom, sir ; the Schuylers, the Cortlandts, or the 
Rensselaers 1" 

" Fob I any of the sutlers, or contractors, I mean, of 
course. You can tell them that they were cured at home, 
and that you dare recommend them as fit for the Com< 
mander-In-ChiePa own table." 

Such was the character of my father's parting instruc- 
tions. My mother held a different discourse, 

" Corny, my beloved child," she said ; " this will be an 
all-imporlant journey to you. Not only are you going far 
from home, but you are going lo a part of iho country where 
much wilt be to be seen. I hope you will remember what 
was promised for you, by your sponsors in baptism, and also 
what is owing to your own good name, and that of your 
ftmily. The letters you take with you, will probably id. 
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trodoee yoa to good compaDj, and that ia a grral begimuDg 
to a youth. I wish you to cultivate the society of reputable 
femalea. Corny. My sex has great ioSuetice on the con- 
duct of yours, at your time of life, aod both your manoers 
■nd principles will be aided by being as much with women 
of character as poasible," 

■' Bui, mother, if we are to go any distance with the 
tntij, as both my father aod Col. Follock wish, it will not 
bo in our power to be much in ladiea' society." 

*' 1 speak of tbe time you will pass in and near Albany. 
I do not expect you will find accomplished women at Moose- 
ndge, nor, should you reolly go any distance with the 
troops, though I see no occasion for your going with them 
a Giogle foot, since you are not a soldier, do I suppose yoa 
will find many reputable women in tbe camp ; but, avail 
yourself of every favourable opportunity to go into good 
company. I have procured a letter for you, from a lady 
of one of the great families of this county, to Madam Schuy- 
ler, who is above all other women, ihey (ell me, in and 
' around Albany. Her you must see, and I char^ you, on 

Siur duty, to deliver this letter. It is possible, too, that 
ernian Mordaunt " 

" What of Herman Mordaunt and Anneke, mother 1" 
" I spoke only of Herman Mordaunt himself, and did not 
mention Anneke, boy," answered my mother, smiling 
" though [ doubt not that the daughter is with the father. 
They left town for Albany, two months since, my sister 
Legge writes nte, and intend to pass the summer north. I 
will Dot deceive you, Corny, so you shall hear all that your 
aunt has written on tbe subject. In the first place, she says 
Herman Mordaunt has gone on public service, having an 
especial appointment for some particular duty of import- 
ance, that is private, but which it is known will detain him 
near Albany, and among the northern posts, until the close 
of the season, though he gives out to the world, he is absent 
on account of some land he has in Albany county. His 
daughter and Mary Wallace are with him, with several ser* 
vants, and they have taken up with them a sleigh-!oad of 
conveniences ; that looks like remaining. Now, you ought 
to hear tba rest, my child, though I feel no apprebensioii 
wfaan aach a jmith as youraelf ia put in con^atitiau liiA 
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•By olher man in the colony. Yes, though your own mo- 
th^i I think 1 may say that/" 

" What is it, mother ? — never mind me ; I shall do well 
enough, depend on it — that is — but what is it, dear molherr' 

" Why, your aunt says, it is whispered amoag a few in 
town, a very few only, but whisper»j, that Herman Mor> 
daunt got the appointment named, merely that he might 

have a pretence for taking Anoeke near the th, in 

which regiment it seems there is a baronet's aon, who is a 
sort of relative of his, and whom be wishes to marry to 
Anneke." 

" I am sorry, then, that my aunt Legge listens to any 
Btich unworthy gossip !" I indignantly cried. " My life on 
it, Anneke Mordauut never contemplated so in^licate r 

" No one supposes Anneke does, or did. But fathers ara 
not daughters. Corny ; no, nor mothers neither, as I can 
freely say, seeing you are my only child. Herman Mor- 
dauot may ima}>ine ail this in At* heart, and Anneke ba 
every thing that is innocent and delicate." 

" And how can my aunt Legge's informants know what 
is in Herman Mordaunt's heart 1" 

•* How T — I suppose they judge by what they find in their 
own, my son ; a common means of coming at a neighbour*! 
fiulings, though I believe virtues are rarely detected by tbo 
same process." 

" Ay, and judge of others by themselves. The rneans 
Biay be common, mother, but they are not infallible." 

" Certainly not. Corny, and that will be a ground of 
hope lo-you. Kemember, my child, you can bring me no 
daughter I shall love half as well as I feel I can love 
Anneke Hordaunt. We are related too, her father's great- 
greal-grandmoth er " 

•'Never mind the great-great-grandmolher, my dear, 
good, excellent, parent. ARer this I shall not attempt to 
have any secret from you. Unless Anneke Mordaunt con- 
.sent to be your daughter, you will never have one." 

"Do not say that. Corny, I beseech you," cried my 

mother, a good deal frightened, " Remember there is no 

Bccounting for tastes; the army is a formidable rival, and, 

tier all, this Mr. Bulstrode, I think you call Mm, mny provs 
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as acceptable to Anneke as to her father. Do oot aay M 
cruel a thing, 1 eDtreat of you, dearest, dearest, Corny." 

"It is not a mioute, mother, since you said how little yoa 
apprehended for me, when opposed by any other man ia tba 
province I" 

*' Yes, child, but that is a very diSerent thing Trom seeing 
you pass alt your days as a heartless, comfortless old 
bachelor. There are fifty young women in this very 
county, I could wish to see you united to, in preference to 
witnessing such a calamity," 

" Weil, mother, y/e will say no more about it. But is it 
true that Mr. Worden actually intends to be of our parly ?" 

" Both Mr. Worden and Mr. Newcome, I believe. We 
shall scarcely know how to spare the first, but he concaves 
he baa a call to accompany the army, in which thero are 
so few chaplains ; and souls are called to their last dread 
account so suddenly in war, that one does not know how to 
refuse to let him go." 

My poor, confiding mother ! When I look back at the 
past, and remember the manner in which the Rev. Mr. 
Worden discharged the duties of his sacred ofiice during 
the campaign that succeeded, I cannot but smile at the 
manner in which confidence manifests itself in woman. 
The sex has a natural disposition to place their (rusts in 
priests, by a very simple process of transferring their own 
dispositions to the bosoms of those they believe set apart 
lor purely holy objects. Well, we live and learn. 1 dare 
say that many are what they profess to be, but I have lived 
long enough now to know alt are not. As for Mr. Worden, 
he had one good point about him, at any rale. His friends 
and his eoem'tes saw the worst of him. He was no hypo- 
crite, but his associates saw the man very much as he was. 
Still, I am far from wishing to hold up this imported minis- 
ter as a model of christian graces for my descendants to 
admire. No one can be more convinced than myself how 
much sectarians are prone to substitute their own narrow 
notions of right and wrong for the Law of God, confound- 
ing acts that are perfectly innocent in themselves with sin ; 
but, at the same time, I am quite aware too, that appear- 
ances are ever to be consulted in cases of morals, and thtl 
it ia a roiaor virtue to be decent in matters of msniwi^ 
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rbe Rer. Mr. WonleD, whatever might have been his posi- 
tion aa to flubstantiala, certaioly carried the external of 
liberality to the verge of indiscretion. 

A day or two ader the conversation I have related, our 
party left Satanatoe, with some eclat. The team belonged 
equally to the Pollocks and the Littlepages, one horse being 
the property of my father, while the other belonged to Col, 
Fotlock. The sleigh, an old one new painted for the occa- 
sion, was the sole property of the latter gentleman, and waa 
consigned, in mercantile phrase, to Dirck, in order to be 
disposed of aa soon aa we should reach the end of our 
journey. On its exterior it was painted a bright sky-hlue, 
while i(a interior was of vermilion, a colour that waa and 
is much in vogue for this species of vehicle, inasmuch aa it 
carries with it the idea of warmth ; so, at least, the old peo- 
ple Bay, though I will confess I never found my toea any 
less cold in a sleigh thus painted, than in on^ painted blue, 
which is usually thought a particularly cold colour to the 
feet. 

We had three bu^lo-skins, or, rather, two huSsio (bison) 
akins and one bear-skin. The laat, being trimmea with 
scarlet cloth, had a particularly warm and comfortable ap- 
pearance. The largest skin was placed on the hind-seat, 
and thrown over the back of the sleigh, aa a matter of 
course ; and, though this back was high enough to break 
off the wind from our heads and necks, the skin not only 
covered it, but it hung two or three feet down behind, as ia 
becoming in a gentleman's sleigh. The other huifalo waa 
spread in the bottom of the sleigh, as a carpet for all four, 
leaving an apron to come in front upon Dirck's and my lap, 
as a protection against the cold in that quarter. The bear- 
akin formed a cushion for us in front, and an apron for Mr. 
Worden and Jason, who sat behind. Our trunks had gone 
on the lumber sleigha, that is, mine and Dirck's had Ihua 
been sent, while our two companions found room for theira 
in the conveyance in which we went ourselves. 

It waa March 1st, 1758, the morning we left Satanstoe, 
on this memorable excursion. The winter had proved aa 
was common in our latitude, though there had been more 
BDow along the coast than waa usual. Salt air and snow do 
not agree well together ; but I had driven in a ateigh ovcz 
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the Neck, most of the month of February, though then 
were symptoms of a thaw, and of a southerly wind, the day 
we left home. My father observed this, and he advised ma 
to lake the road through the centre of the county, and get 
among the hills, as soon as possible. Not only was there 
always more snow in that part of the country, but ii resisted 
the influence of a thaw much longer than that which had 
fallen near the sea or Sound. 1 got my mother's last kiss, 
my father's last shake of the hand, my grandfather's bless- 
JDg, Stepped into the sleigh, took the reins from Dirck, and 
drove off. 

A party in a sleigh must be composed of a very sombre 
Bort of persons, if it be not a merry one. In our case, 
everybody was disposed to good-hunaour; though Jasoa 
could not pass along the highway, in York Colony, without 
giving vent to his provincial, Connecticut hypercriticism, 
Everyihiog was Dutch, according to his view of matters; 
and when it failed of being Dutch, why, it was York-Colony. 
The doors were not in the right plafes ; the windows were 
too large, when they were not too small ; things had a cab- 
bage-look; the people smelt of tobacco; and hasty-pudding 
was called " suppaan." But these were trifles ; and being 
used to Ihem, nobody paid much attention to what our puri- 
tanical neighbour saw fit to pour out, in the humility and 
meekness of his soul. Mr. Worden chuckled, and urged 
Jason on, in the hope of irritating Dirck ; but Dirck smoked 
through it all, with an indiflerence that proved how much 
he really despised the critic. I was the only one who re- 
sented this supercilious ignorance; but even I was oAen 
more disposed to laugh than to be angry. 

The signs of a thaw increased, as we )^ot a few miles 
from home ; and by the lime wp reached White Plains, the 
" south wind " did not blow " softly," but freshly, and the 
snow in the road became sloppy, and rills of water were 
seen running down the hill-sides, in a way that menaced 
destruction to the sleighing. On we drove, however, and 
deeper and deeper we got among the hills, until we found 
not only more snow, but fewer symptoms of immediately 
losing it. Our firet day's work carried us well into thie 
manor of the Yan Cortlandls, where we passed the night. 
Next morning the south wind was still blowing, sweeping 



■ ATAKKTOB. 153 

over tbe fields of gnaw, charged with Ibe nit air of the 
(x»an i and bare spots began to show tbemselvea on all Iba 
Bcciiviiies and hill-sides — an admonition for us to be stirring. 
We breakfasted in the Highlands, aod in a wild and retir^ 
part of them, though in a part where snow and beaten roads 
were still to be found. We had escaped from the thaw, and 
no longer felt any uneasiness on Ibe subject of reaching tho 
end of our journey on runners. 

The second day brought us fairly through the mountains, 
out on the plains of Dutchess, permitting ua to sup at Fish- 
kill. This was a thriving settlement, the people appearing 
to me to live in abundance, sa certainly they did in peace 
and quiet. They made little of the war, and asked us many 
questions conceraiog the army, its commanders, its force, 
and its objects. They were i simple, and judging frwii 
appearances, an honest people, who trotibled themselves very 
little with what was going on in the world. 

After quitting Fishkill we found a great change, not only 
in the country, but in the weather. The tiral was level, aa 
a whole, and was much better settled than I could have 
believed possible so far in the interior. As for the weather,, 
it was quite a different climate from that we had left below 
tbe highlands. Not only was the morning cold, cold as it 
bad been a month earlier with us, but the anow still lay two 
or three Jeet in depth on a level, and the sleighing was as 
good as heart could wish. 

That afternoon we overtook Yaap and the brigade of 
lumber-sleighs. Everything had gone right, and after giving 
tbe fellow some fresh instructions, I passed him, proceeding 
on our route. This parting did not take place, however, 
until the following had been uttered between us: 

" Well, Yaap." I inquired, as a sort of close to the pre 
Tioiis discourse, " how do you like the upper counties?" 

A loud negro laugh succeeded, and a repetition of the 
question was necessary to extort an answer. 

"Lor*, Masser Corny, Irow you fink I know, when dem 
not'in but snow to be seen I" 

" There was plraity of snow in Westchester ; yet, I dare 
■ay you could give some opinion of our own county I" 

•' 'Causa I know bitn, aafa ; iiiaide and out, and all orer, 
MuoerCbniT." 
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" Well i but you can see the houses, and orchards, uu 
barns, and fences, and other things of that sort." 

" 'Em pretty much like our'n, Masser Corny ; why yoa 
.bother nigger with sich question ?" 

Here another burst of loud, hearty "yah — yah — yah« 
succeeded ; and Yaap had his laugh out before another word 
could be got out of Lim, when I put the question a third 

" Well, deo, Masser Corny, sin' you will know, dis ia my 
mind. Dia country ia oncomparable wid our olc county 
sah. De houses seem mean, de bams look empty, de fenco 
be low, and de niggers, ebbery one of 'em, look cold, sah— ^ 
yes, sah — 'ev look berry cold !" 

As a " cold negro" was a most pitiable object in negro 
eyes, I saw by this summary that Yaap had commeDced hia 
travels in much of the same temper of superciliousness as 
Jason Newcome. It struck me as odd at the time ; but, 
since that day, I have ascertained that this feeling is a very 
general travelling companion for those who set out on their 
first journey. 

We passed our third night at a small hamlet called Shine* 
beck, in a settlement in which inany German names wera 
to be found. Here we were travelling through the vast 
estates of the Livingstons, a name well-known in our colo- 
nial history. We breakfasted at Claverack, and passed 
through a place called Kinderhook — a village of Low Dutch 
origin, and of some antiquity. That night we succeeded in 
coming near Albany, by making a very hard day's drive of 
it. There was no village at the place where we slept ; but 
the house was a comfortable, and exceedingly neat Dutch 
tavern. After quitting Fishkill we had seen more or less of 
the river, until we passed Claverack, where we took our 
leave of it. Ii was covered with ice, and sleighs were 
moving about it, with great apparent security ; but we did 
not like to try it. Our whole party preferred a solid high- 
way, in which there was no danger of the bottom's dropping 
out. 

As we were now about to enter Albany, the second larg- 
est town in the colony and ooe of the largest inland towna 
of the whole country, if such a word can properly be giveo 
to ■ place that lies on a navigable river, it was thought m- 

.Coo.'lc 



SJITANITOM. 155 

teaaary to make some Tew arraiigements, in order to do it 
decently. Instead of quilting the t&vera at daylight, there- 
fore, as had been our practice previously, we remained 
until after breakfast, having recourse to our trunks in the 
mean time. Dirck, Jason and myself, had provided our- 
celves with fur caps for the journey, with ear-laps and other 
contrivances for keeping oneself warm. The cap of Dirck, 
and my own, were of very fine martens' skins, and as they 
were round nnd high, and each was surmounted with a 
handsome tail, that fell down behind, they had both a smart 
and military air. I thought I had never seen Dirck took ao 
Qobly and well, as he did in his cap, and I got a few com- 
pliments on my own air in mine, though they were only 
from my mother, who, I do think, would feel disposed to 
praise me, even If i looked wretchedly. The cap of Jason 
was better suited to bis purse, being lower, and of fox-skins, 
though it had a tail also. Mr. Worden had declined tra- 
velliog in a cap, as unsuited to his holy oflice. Accordingly 
he wore his clerical beaver, which differed a little from the 
ordinarycocked-hals, that we-all wore as a matterof course, 
though not so much so as to be very striking. 

AM of us had over-coats well trimmed with furs, mim 
and Dirck's being leally handsome, with trimmings of mar- 
ten, while fliose of our companion were less showy and 
expenaive. On a consultation, Dirck and t decided that it 
was better taste to enter the town in traveller's dresses, thoa 
to enter it in any other, and we merely smartened up a lit- 
(le, in order to appear as gentlemen. The case was very 
difierent with Jason, According to his idea a man should 
wear his beat clothes on a journey, and I was surprised to 
see him appear at breakfast, in black breeches, striped 
woollen stockings, large plated buckles in his shoes, and a 
coat that I well knew he religiously reserved for high-days 
and holidays. This coat was of a light pea-green colour, 
and but little adapted to the season ; but Jason had not much 
notion of the fitness of things, in general, in matters of taste. 
Dirck and myself wore our ordinary snuff-coloured coats, 
under our furs ; but Jason threw aside all the overcoats, 
when we came near Albany, in order to enter the place in 
his best. Fortunately for him, the day was mild, and there 
was a bright lun to send its warm rays through th« pea- 
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fieen covering, to keep his blood from chilliDg. As for 
Mr. Warden, he wore a cloak of black ciotb, laying aside 
all Ihe furs, but a. lippel and muff, both of which be used 
habitually in cold weather. 

In this guise, ihen, we left the tavern, about nine in the 
morDing, expecting to reach the banks of the river about 
ten. Nor were we disappointed ; the roads being excellent, 
a light fall of snow having occurred ia the night, to freshen 
the track. It was an interestiag moment to us all, when 
the spires and roofs of that sncient town, Albany, first ap- 
peared in view ! We had journeyed from near the southern 
boundary of the colony, to a place that stood at no great dis- 
tance from itsfrontierselllementsonlheoorth. Thelown itself 
formed a pleasing object, as we approached it, on the opposite 
side of the Hudson. There it lay, atrelching along the low 
land on the margin of the stream, and on its western bank, 
sheltered by high hills, up the side of which, the principal 
street extended, for the distance of fully a quarter of a mile. 
Near the head of this street stood the fort, and we saw a 
brigade paraded in the open ground near it, wheeling and 
marching about. The spires of two churches were visible, 
one, the oldest, being sealed on tho low land, in the heart 
of the place, and the other od the height at no great dis- 
tance from the fort; or about half-way up the acclivity, 
which forms the barrier to the inner country, on that side 
of the river. Both these buildings were of stone, of course, 
shingle tenements being of very rare occurrence in the 
colony of New York, though common enough further east,^ 

* In nalhing naa (he diflerence of character between Ihe people of 
New England, and those of Ihe middle colonic*, more apparent than 
in llie nalure of the ilnellinga. In New York, for inatance, men worth 
tbounndi dwetl in humble, low, (uauall; oneitory) divellingi of atone, 
hiving window-ahatteri, frrqaenllj within ai well aa witboal, ami the 
Other appliance* of comfort; whereai the brmer farther eati, waa ael- 
dom aaiiifieii, though hia meana were limilnl, unteaa he lived in a 
houie aa good aa bia neighhour'a; and the itrife dolled Ihe whole of 
their colonies with wooden buildings, of great pretenaiiin for Ihe age, 
that raiel; had eien eitcrinr sholtera, and whioh frequrnlly stood far 
generationa unfinished. The difference was not of Dutch origin, for 
it waa juat as apparent ia New Jerae; or Fenns^liania aa in New 
Voik, and I think it may be allributed to a very obvioaa coD>M|iuDca 
•f • fsnml •qntU^ of ooiidiiioii, a itals <^ i«eMtr in whidiJM MM is 
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I will own that not one of our party liked the idea of 
crosaing the Hudson, in a loaded sleigh, oa the ice, and that 
io Ihe roonLh of March, There were no atreanw about ih 
to be crossed Id this mode, nor was the cold exacliy suffi- 
cient to render such a transit safe, and we Telt as the inex- 
perienced would be apt to feel in circumstances so unplea- 
•ant. I must do Jason the credit to admit that he showed 
more plain, pniclical, good sense than any of us, determi* 
ning our course in the end by his view of the matter. As 
for Mr. Worden, however, nothing could induce him to 
Teoture on the ice in a sleigh, or Tiear a sleigh, though Jason 
remonstrated in tlie following terms— 

"Now, loolc here, Rev. Mr. Worden"— Jason seldom 
omitted anybody's title — " you 've only to turn your eyes 
on the river to see it is dotted with sleighs, far and near. 
There are highways north and south, and if that be (he 
place, where the crossing is at ihe town, it is more like a 
ihoroughfare than a spot (hat is risky. In my judgment, 
these people who live hereabouO ought to know whether 
there is any danger or not." 

Obvious aa was this truth, ' Rev. Mr. Worden' made us 
atop on terra tirma, and permit him to quit the sleigh, that 
he might cross (he river on foot. Jason ventured a hint or 
two about faith and its virtues, as he stripped himself to (he 
peo-green, in order to enter the town in proper guise, 
throwing aside everything (hat concealed his finery. As 
for Dirck and myself, we kept our aeats manfully, and trot- 
ted on the river at the point where we saw sleighs and foot- 
pasaengers going and coming in some numbers. The Rev. 
Mr. Worden, however, was not content to take the beaten 
path, for he knew (here was no more security in being out 
on the ice, near a sleigh, than there was in being in it, so 
be diverged from the road, which crossed at the ferry, 
■triking diagonally atwhart the river towards the wharves 
of the place. 

It seemed to me to be a sort of a holiday among the 
young and idle, one sleigh passing us aAer another, filled 

coDteat IQ wear ana the KmbUim of poTert;, but thoM who cannot 
by iny maaiu prgront it ; but, in which sU tfriva to get •■ high U pa» 
■ibU, in ^paaraneM ■( hHt^Esiioa. 
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with young men and mudens, all eparkling with the oi 
citement of ihe moment, sod gay with youth and apirita^ 
Vfe passed no less than four of these sleighs on Ihe river, 
the jingling of the bells, the quick movement, the laughter 
and gaiety, and the animation of the whole scene, far ex- 
ceeding anything of the sort 1 had ever before wilnesaed. 
We wera nearly Across the river, when a sleigh more hand- 
somely equipped than any we had yet seen, dashed down 
the bank, and came whirling paat us like a comet. It was 
full of ladies, with the exception of one gentleman, who 
stood erect in front, driving. I recognised Bulstrode, in fura 
like all of us, capped and tailed, if not plumed, while 
among the half-dozen pairs of brilliant eyes that were 
turned with their owner's smiling faces on us, 1 saw one 
which never could be forgotten by me, that belonged to 
Anaeke Mordaunt. I question if we were recognised, for 
the passage was like that of a meteor ; but I could not avoid 
turning to gaze after the gay party. This change of 
position enabled me to be a witness of a very amusing con- 
sequence of Mr. Worden's esperiment. A sleigh was coming 
in our direction, and the party in it seeing one who was 
known for a clergyman, walking on the ice, turned aside 
and approached him on a gallop, in order to offer the 
courtesy of a seat to a man of his sacred profession. Our 
divine heard the bells, and fearful of having a sleigh so 
Dear him, he commenced a downright flight, pursued by the 
people in the sleigh, as fast as their horses could follow. 
Everybody on the ice pulled up to gaze in wonder at this 
strange spectacle, until the whole party reached the shorCt 
the Rev, Mr. Worden pretty well blown, as the reader maj 
suppose. 
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Bu] pb^ndaiii talk 
And with to vgammit n 
Tben think, mj lord, of 



Ab the road from the ferry into the town ran along the 
bank of the river, we reached the point where the Rev. Mr. 
Wordea had landed precisely at the same instant with bia 
pursuers, who had hesn obliged to make a little circuit, in 
order to get 0^ (he ice. I do Dot know which pany re- 
garded the other in the greatest astonishment, — the hunted, 
01 the hunters. The sleigh had in it two fine-looking 
young fellows, that spoke English with a slight Dutch 
acc^it, and three young women, whose bright coal-black 
eyes betokened surprise a little mitigated by a desire to 
laugh. Seeing that wa were alt strangers, 1 suppose, and 
that we claimed the runaway as belonging to our party, 
one of the young men raised his cap very respectfully, and 
opened the discourse by asking in a very ciyil tone— 

" What ails the reverent gentleman, to make him run ao 
fast?" 

"Run!" exclaimed Mr. Worden, whose lungs had been 
playing like a blacksmith's bellows — "Run! and who 
would not run to save himself from being drowned ?" 

" Drowned !" repeated the young Dutchman, looking 
round at the river, as if lo ascertain whether the ice were 
actually moving — " why does the Dominie suppose there 
ints any danger of that ?" 

As Mr. Warden's bellows were still hard at work, I ex- 
plained to the young Albanians that we were strangers just 
arrived from the vicinity of New York; that we were un- 
Bccustomed to frozen rivers, and had never crossed one oa 
the ice before; that our reverend companion had chosen to 
Walk at a distance from the road, in order to be in less 
danger should any team break in, and that he had naturally 
lUD to amii thsir sleigh when he saw it approaching. The 
AlbiininT^ beard dtia accoont in reqiectful silence, ttx>u^ I 
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oouM see the two young men caatJog sly glances at each 
other, and thai evea the ladies had some lilile difficulty ia 
altogether suppresaing their smiles. When it was through, 
the oldest of the Dutchmen — a fine, dare-devil, royatering- 
looking fellow of four or five-and- twenty, whoso dress and 
mien, however, denoted a person of the upper class, — begged 
a thousand pardons for hia mistake, quitting his sleigh and 
insisting on having the honours of shaking hands with the 
whole of us. His name was ' Ten Byck,' he said ;' ■ Guert 
Ten Eyck,' and ho asked permission, as we were strangers, 
of doing the honour of Albany to us. Everybody Id the 
place knew him, which, as we afterwards sscertained, was 
true enough, for he had just as much reputation for fun and 
frolic-as at all comported with respectability ; keeping along, 
as it were, on the very verge of the pale of reputable peo- 
ple, without being thrown entirely out of it. The young 
females with him were a shade below his own nalaral poai- 
tioD in society, tolerating his filolica on account of this cir- 
cumstance, aided as it was by a ain^larly manly face and 
person, a hearty and ready laugh, a full purse, and possibly 
by the secret hope of being the happy individual who was 
designed by Providence to convert ' a reformed rake mto the 
best of husbands,' In a word, he was always welcome with 
them, when those a little above them felt more disposed to 

Of course, all this was unknown to us at the time, and 
we accepted Grnert Ten Eyck's profiers of civility in tbs 
spirit in which ihey were offered. He inquired at what 
tavern we intended to slop, and promised an eariy call. 
Then, shaking us all round by the hand again with great 
cordiality, he look his leave. Hia companion dofied a very 
dashing, high, wolf-skin cap to ua, and the black-eyed trio, 
on the hind sent, smiled graciously, and away they drove at 
a furious rale, startling all the echoes of Albany with that 
bells. By this time Mr. Worden was seated, and we fol- 
lowed more moderately, our team having none of the Dutch 
courage of a pair of horses fresh from the stable. Such 
were the circumstances under which we made our entranca 
into the ancient city of Albany. We were all in hopes, the 
little affiiir of the chase would soon be fi 
lilDOB Co bv ■w o ei a t cd with a ridienlotia 
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we counted without our host. Ouert Ten Eyck wu not of 
B lemperament to let such an BfTeir sleep, but, as I afler- 
warda ascertained, he told it with the laughing embollish' 
mcnts that belonged to his reckless character, until, in turn, 
the Rev, Mr. Worden came to be known, throughout all thai 
region, by the nickname of the "Loping Dominie." 

The reader may be assured our eyes were about us, aa 
we drove through the streets o( the second town in ihfl 
colony. We were not unaccustomed to houses constructed 
ID the Dutch style, in New York, though the English mode 
of building had been most in vogue there, for half a century. 
It was not so with Albany, which remained, essentially, a 
Dutch town, in 1758. We heard little beside Dutch, as we 
passed along. The women scolded their children in Low 
Dutch, a use, by the way, for which the language appeara 
singularly well adapted; the negroes sang Dutch songs; 
the men called to each other in Dutch, and Dutch rang in 
our ears, as we walked our horses through the streets, to- 
wards the tavern. There were many soldiers about, and 
other proofs of the presence of a considerable military force 
were not wanting; still, the place struck me as very pro. 
vincial and peculiar, after New York. Nearly all the 
houses were built with their gables to the streets, and each 
hod heavy wooden Dutch sloops, with seats, at its door. A 
few had small court-yards in front, and, here and there, was 
a building of somewhat more pretension than usual. 1 do 
not think, however, there were fifty houses in the place, 
that were built with their gables off the line of the streets.* 

We were no sooner boused, than Dirck and I sallied forth 
to look at the place. Here we were, in one of the oldest 
towns of America ; a place that could boast of much more 



. . AllMiiiy, though it hM 

DOW nearly diaappeiired. The present population muat be neu 
40.000. 

Mr, LitllepBje's dEioription was doubtless correct, at the time ha 
wrote; but Albany would now bo considered a. first-olBSB country 
town, in Europe. It baa much better claims to compare with the 
towns of ths old world, in this chaiactor, than New York hss to eoia- 
pare whh their capitals.— Enrtoit. 
14* 
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than a century's existence, and it was natural to feel curiou 
to look about one. Our inn was in the principal street,— 
that which led up rhe hill towards the Ibrt. This street was 
a wide avenue, that quilo put Broadway out of countenance, 
ao far as mere width was concerned. The streets that led 
out of it, however, were priocipally little better than lanes, 
as if the space that had been given (o two or three of the 
main streets had been taken off* of the remainder. The High 
Street, as we English would call it, was occupied by sleda 
filled with wood for sale ; sleds loaded with geese, turkeys, 
lame and wild, and poultry of all sorts ,' sleds with venison, 
slill in the skin, piled up in heaps, dec, — all these eatables 
heing collected, in unusual quantities as we were told, to 
meet the extraordinary demand created by the dilferent 
military messes. Deer were no strangers to us ; for Long 
Island was ful! of all sorts of game, as were the upper coua- 
tiea of New Jersey. Even Westchester, old and well 
settled as it had become, was not yet altogether clear of 
deer, and nothing was easier than to knock over a buck ia 
the highlands. Nevertheless, I had never seen venison, 
wild turkeys and sturgeons, in such quantities as they vers 
to be seen that day in the principal street of Albany. 

The crowd collected in this street, the sleighs that were 
whirling past, filled with young men and maidens, the in- 
cessapt jingling of bells, the spluttering and jawing in Low 
Dutch, the hearty English oaths of Serjeants and sutlers'- 
men apd cooks of messes, the loud laughs of the blacks, 
and the beauty of the cold clear day, altogether produced 
some such effect on me, as 1 had experienced when I went ^ 
to the theatre. Not the least striking picture of the scene, 
was Jawin, in the middle of the street, gaping about him, in 
the cocked-hat, the pea-green coat, and the striped woollen 
stockings. 

Dirck and myself naturally examined the churches. 
These were two, as has been said already, — one for the 
Dutch, and the other for the English. The first was the 
oldest. It stood at the point where the two principal streets 
crossed each other, and in the centre of the street, leaving 
sufBcient passages all round it. The building was square, 
with a high pointed roof, having a belfry and weathercock 
on its apex ; windows, with diamond panes and painted glass, 
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and a porch that was well suited both to the climate and to 
appearaDces.* 

We were examiniDg this structure, when Guert Ten Eyck 
accosted us, in his frank, off-hand way — 

"Your servant, Mr. Littlepage; your servant, Mr, Pol- 
lock," he cried, again shaking each cordially by the hand, 
" I was on the way to the tavern to took you up, when I 
accidentally saw you here. A few gentlemen of my ac- 
quaiatauce, who are in (he habii of supping together in the 
winter time, meet for the last jollification of the season to- 
night, and they have all e:cpress't a wish to have the plea- 
sure of your company. I hope you will allow me to say you 
wilt come? We meet at nine, sup at lea, and break up 
at twelve, quite regularly, in a very sedate and prudent 
manner." 

There was something so frank and cordial, so simple and 
straight-forward in this invitation, that we did not know how 
to decline it. We both knew that the name of Ten Eyck 
was respectable in the colony ; our new acquaintance waa 
well dressed, he seemed to be in good company when we 
first met him, his sleigh and horses had been actually of s 
more dashing stamp than usual, and his own attire had all 
the peculiarities of a gentleman's, with the addition of some- 
thing even more decided and knowing than was common. 
It is true, the style of these peculiarities was not exactly 
such as 1 had seen in the air, manners and personal decora- 
tions of those of Billings and Harris ; but they wore none 
the less striking, and none (he less attractive ; the two Eng- 
lishmen being " macaronis," from London, and Ten Byck 
being a "buck" of Albany. 

" I thank you, very heartily, Mr. Ten Eyck," I an- 
swered, " both for myself and for my friend" — 

" And will let me come for you at half-past eight, to show 
you the way 1" 

" Why, yes, sir ; I was about to say as much, if it bo 
not giving you too much trouole." 

* There were two diurches, of this characlsr, bailt on this apot 
The leooad, much larger than the first, bat of the same form, waa 
buiU rmauL the other, in which service was held to the loit, when it 
WW lilerally thmwa out of the windows of its sncoessoi. Hie Uat 
•diBoB dwippesred sbont fbrtj /ean f inee. — EomNU 
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" Do not speak of tr<r-ouple"— this last wwd will give « 
very good notion of Guert'a accent, which I cannot stop lo 
imitate at all limes in writiog — "and do not say your 
Jre'tit, but your fre'ntt" 

" As 10 Ihe iwo that are not here, I cannoC positively an- 
5wer ; yonder, however, is one thai can apeak for himself." 

"I see him, Mr. Lilllepsge, and will answer for kim, on 
tny own accouul, Depent on it, he will come. But the 
Dominie — he has a hearty look, and can help eat a turkey 
and swallow a glass of gool Madeira — I think I can rely 
on. A man cannot take all that active exercise without 
food." 

" Mr, Worden is a very companionable man, and is ex- 
cellent company at a supper>table. I will communicats 
your invitation, and hope to be able to prevail od him to be 
of the parly." 

" T'at ia enough, sir," relumed Ten Eyck, or Guert, as I 
shall henceforth call him, in general ; ■< vere dere ist a vlll, 
dere ist a vay." Guert frequently broke out in auch ape<^- 
mena of broken English, while at other times he would 
speak almost as well as any of us. " So Got pless you 
my dear Mr. Littlepage, and make us tasting friends. I 
like your countenance, and ray eye never deceives tne in 
these matters." 

Here, Guert shook us both by the band again, most cor~ 
dially, and lefl us. Dirck and I nest strolled up the hill, 
going as high as the English church, which stood also in 
the centre of the principal street, an imposing aod massive 
edifice in stone. With the exception of Mother Trinity ia 
New York, this was the largest, «nd altogether the moat 
important ediRce devoted to the worship of my own church 
I had ever seen. In Westchester, there were several of 
Queen Anne's churches, but none on a scale to compare 
with thia. Our small edifices were usually without gal- 
leries, steeples, lowers, or bells ; while St, Peter's, Albany, 
if not actually St. Peter's, Home, was a building of which 
a man might be proud. A little to our surprise, we 
found the Rev, Mr. Worden and Mr. Jason Newcome had 
met at the door of ihis edifice, having sent a boy to the 
sexton in quest of the key. In a minute or two, the urchin 
returned, bring^g not only Ihe key of the church, but the 
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8 of the sexton for not coming himself. The Aoot 
vaa opened, and we went in. 

I have always admired the decorous and spiritual manner 
in which the Rev. Mr. VVorden entered a building that had 
been consecrated to the services of the Deity. I know not 
how to describe it ; but it proved how completely he had 
been drilled in the decencies of his profession. Off came 
his hat, of course ; and his manner, however facetious ftnd 
easy it may have been the moment before, changed on the 
instant to gravity and decorum. Not so with Jason. Ha 
entered St. Peter's, Albany, with exactly the same indifler- 
ent and cynical air with which he had seemed to regard 
everything but money, since he entered "York Colony." 
Usually, be wore his cocked-hat on (he back of his head, 
thereby lending himself a. lolloping, negligent, and, at the 
Bame lime, defying air; but 1 observed that, as we at! un- 
covered, be brought his own beaver up over his eye-browa, 
in a species of military bravado. To uncover to a church, 
in his view of the matter, was a sort of idolatry ; there 
might be images about, for nnything he knew; "and a man 
could never be enough on fais guard ag'in being carried 
Kway by such evil deceptions," as he had once before an- 
swered to a remonstrance of mine, for wearing his hat ia 
our own pariah church. 

I found the interior of Bt. Peter's quite as imposing as its 
exterior. Three of the pews were canopied, having coats 
of arms on their canopies. These, the boy told us, belonged 
to the Van Rensselaer and Schuyler families. All these 
were covered with black cloth, in mourning for some death 
in those ancient families, which were closely allied. I waa 
Tcry much struck Xviih the dignified air that these patrician 
■eats gave the house of God.* There were also several 
balchmenta suspended against the walls ; some being placed 
there in commemoration of officers of rank, from home, who 

' I cannot recollect one of then canopied pews that » niiw ■[■nd- 
lac, ID this part of the Union. The laa^ of my knowledge, were in 
BL Mark'i, New York, and, I believe, belonged to the StuyTesiint. , 
the patKHi &milj of that church. Thej were taken down when 
that b(uldin{ waa raptired, s tew yean since. Thi* is one crihe moat 

Boom of God are oppcaed to the very apirit of tbe Chriitian teligioii ; 
a»d it wen fiz mora fitlioK that pews ^onld be allogetbeT doD* awBT 
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had died in the king's service in the colony ; and othen to 
mark the deaths of some of the more distinguished or our 
own people, 

Mr. Worden expressed himself well pleased with appear- 
ances of things, in and about this building ; though iaaoa 
]«garded all with ill-concealed disgust. 

<■ What is the meaning of them pews with tops to them, 
Corny!" the pedagogue whispered me, afraid to encounter 
the jArson's remarks, by his own criticism. 

"They are the pews of families of distinction in this 
place, Mr. Newcome; and (he canopies, or tops, as you call 
Ihem, are honourable signs of their owners' coodilions." 

" Do you think their owners will sit under such coverings 
in paradise, Corny ?" continued Jason, with a sneer. 

" It is impossible for me to say, sir ; it is probable, how- 
ever, the just will not reijuire any such mark to distinguish 
them from the unjust," 

" Let me see," said Jason, looking round and afTecting to 
count ; " there sre just three — Bishop, Priest, and Deacon, 
I suppose. Waal, there's a seat for each, and they can be 
comfortable Acre, wliatever may turn up herea'Ur." 

I turned away, unwilling to dispute the point, for 1 knew 
it was as hopeless to expect that a Danbury man would feet 
like a New Yorker, on such a subject, as it was to expect 
that a New Yorker could be made to adopt Danbury senti- 
ments. As for the argument, however, I have heard others 
of pretty much the same cahbre often urged against the three 
orders of the ministry. 

On quitting St. Peter's, I communicated the invitation of 
Guert Ten Eyck to Mr. Worden, and urged him to be of the 
party. I could see that the notion of a pleasant supper woa 
anything but unpleasant to'lhe missionary. Slill he had 
his scruples, inasmuch as he had not yet seen his reverend 

with, the true mode of ueemblia^ under the Bacred roof, tban that 
men ■honld tw cUased eren at the foot of the altar. 

It maybe quealioned if a htttdiment ii now hiuig up, either □□ tha 
dwelling, or in a church, in any part of America, They were to be 
■sen, hDwever, in the early part of the present century. Whenevef 
an; such traces of ancient usagei are met with among' ui, by the 
tiBvellsr from the old world, he i> apt to mistake tbemfbi Iheafaadowi 
"that coming events coat betbre," instead of those of tfa« pssL— 
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brother who had the cha^e of St. Peter's, did not know 
exactly the temper of his mind, and was parliculnrly de- 
siroua of officintiag for him, in the presence of the principal 
personages of tbe place, on the approaching Sunday. He 
had written a note to the chaplain ; for the person who had 
the cure of the Episcopalians held that rank in the army, 
St. Peter's being as much of an official chapel as a parish 
church ; and he must have an interview with that individual 
before he could decide. Fortunately, as we descended the 
street, towards our inn, we saw the very person in question. 
The marks of the cntnmon office that these two divines bore 
about their persons in their dress, sufficed to make them 
known to each other at a glance. In five minutes, they had 
shaken hands, heard each man's account of himself, had 
given and accepted tbe invitation to preach, and were other- 
wise on free and easy terms. Mr. Worden was to dine in 
the fort, with the chaplain. We then walked forward to- 
wards the tavern, 

" By the way, Mr. ," said Mr. Worden, in a paren- 
thesis of the discourse, "the family of Ten Byck is quite 
respectable, here in Albany."- 

"Very much so, sir — a family that is held in mach 
esteem, I shall count on your assisting me, morning and 
evening, my dear Mr. Worden." 

It is surprising how the clergy do depend on each other 
for ' assistance T 

" Make yotir arrangements accordingly, my good brother 
— I am quite fresh, and have brought a good stock of ser- 
mons ; not knowing how much might remain to be done in 
the army. Corny," in a half.whisper, " you can let ouv 
new friends know that I will sup with them ; and, harked— 
just drop a hint to them, that I am none of your puritans." 

Here, then, we found everything in a very fair way to 
bring us all out in society, within the first two hours of our 
arrival. Mr. Worden was engaged to preach the next day 
but one j and he was engaged to supper that same day. All 
looked promising, and 1 hurried on in order to ascertain if 
Guert Ten Eyck had made his promised call. As before, 
ha was met in the street, and the acceptance of the Domi- 
nie was duly communicated. Guert seented highly plesisd 
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at this success ; and he led me, promising to be ptmctiwl t« 
bis hour. In the mesD time, we had to dine. 

The dinner proved a good one; and, as Mr. Wordea 
remarked, it was quite lucky that the principel dish wau 
venison, a meat thnt was so easy of digestion, as to pnimisa 
no great obstacle to the accommodation of the supper. He 
should dine on reoison, therefore ; and he advised all three 
of us to follow his example. But, certain Dutch dishes at- 
tracted the eye and laate of Dirck ; while Jason had alighted 
on a hash, of some sort or other, that he did not quit until 
be had effectually disposed of it. As for myself, I confess, 
the venison was so much to my taste, that 1 stuck by the 
parson. We had our wine, loo, and leSi the table early, ia 
order not to interfere with the business of the night. 

Atler dinner, it was proposed to walk out in a body, to 
make a further examination of the place, and to see if we 
could not foil in with an army contractor, who might be dis- 
posed to relieve Dirck and myself of sbme portion of our 
charge. Luck again threw us in the way of Guert Ten 
£yck, who seemed to live in the public street. In the 
course of a brief cotiversatioik that took place, as a passing 
compliment, I happened to rnenlion a wish to ascertain 
where one might dispose of a few horses, and of two or three 
sleigh-loads of flour, pork, ^., &c. 

" My dear Mr, Littlepage," said Guert, with a frank smile 
and a friendly shake of the hand, "I am delighted that you 
have mentioned these matters to me ; I can lake you to the 
very man you wish to see ; a heavy army -con tractor, who 
is buying up everything of the sort he can lay hia hands 
on." 

or course, I was as much delighted as Guert could very 
well be, and lefl my party to proceed at once to the con- 
tractor's office, with the greatest alacrity ; Dirck accom- 
panying me. As we went along, our new friend advised us 
not to be very backward in the way of price, since the king 
paid, in the long run, 

"Rich dealers ought to pay well," he added; "and, t 
can tell you, as a useful thing to know, that orders came on, 
no later than yesterday, to buy up everything of the sort 
that offered. Put sleigh and harness, at once, all In a heap, 
«n the king's servants." 
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I thought the idea not a bod ODe, and promiaed to profit 
Itf it. Ouert was as good f s hia word, ttnd I was properly 
iatroduced to the contractor. My buamesa waa no sooner 
mentioned, than I was desired to send a messenger round to 
the stables, in order ttiat my conveyance, team, Aec>i might 
make their appearance. As for the articlea that were still 
on the Toad, I had very Ultle trouble. The contractor knew 
my father, and he no sooner heard that Mr. Littlepage, of 
Stttanstoe, was the owner of the provisions, than he pur- 
chased the whole on the guaranty of his name. For the 
pork 1 was to receive two half-joes the barrel, and for the 
Sour one. This was a good sale. The horses would be 
taken, if serviceable, as the contractor did not question, as 
would the lumber-sleighs, thoush the prices could not be set 
until the difierent animals and objects were seen and ex- 
amined. 

It is amazing what war will do for commerce, as well aa 
what it does against it I The demand for everything that 
the judgment of my father had anticipated, vas so great, - 
that the contractor told me very frankly the sleighs would 
not be unloaded in Albany at all, but would be sent on 
north, on the line of the expected route of the army, so aa 
to anticipate the disappearance of the anow and the break- 
ing up of the roads. 

" You shall be paid liberally for your teams, harness and 
■leighs," he continued, " though no sum can be named until 
I see them. These are not times when operations are to 
be retarded on accoimt of a few joes, more or less, for the 
King's service must go on. I very well know that Major 
Littlepage and Col. Follock both understand what they are 
about, end have sent us the right sort of things. The 
horses are very likely a little old, but are good ior one 
campaign ; .better than if younger, perhaps, and were they 
colts we could get no more than that out of them. These 
movements in the woods destroy man and beast, and cost 
mints of money. Ah ! There comes your team." 

Sure enough, the sleigh drove round from the tavern, and 
we all went out to look at ihe horses, &c. Guert now be. 
came an important person. On the subject of horses be 
was accounted an oracle, and he talked, moved, and acted 
like one in all respects. The first thing he did waa to sMp 
H 
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op to lh6 aniniat's head, and to look ioto the moodi of eack 
in succession. The knowing ^ay in which this was don«^ 
the coolness of the interference, and the fine, manly fonn 
of the intruder, would have given him at once a certain 
importance and a connection with what was gcuog on, had 
not his character for judgment in horse-flesh been well es- 
tablished, far and near, in that quarter of the country, 

" Upon my word, wonderfully good mouths I" ezolMmed 
Ooert, when through. " You must have your grain ground, 
Mr. LittJepage, or the teeth never could have stood it so 



" What age do yon call the animals, GuertV i 
the contractor. 

■' That is not so easily told, sir. I admit that they are 
aged horses ; but they may be eight, or nine, or even (en, 
as for what can be (old by their teelh. By the looks of 
their limbs, I should think they might he nine coming 
grass," 

- " The near-horee is eleven," I said, "and the ofi'-hom 
is BupposetTto he " 

*' Poh ! pah I Litllepage," interrupted Guerl, making signs 
to me to be quiet — "you may think the off-horse leu, but 
I should place him at about nine. His teeth are excellent, 
and there is not even a wind-gall on his legs. There is a 
cross of the Flemish in that beast," 

" Well, and what do you say the pair is worth, Master 
Guert," demanded the contractor, who seemed to have a 
certain confidence in his friend's judgment, notwithstanding 
tiie recklessness and freedom of his manner. " Twelve 
half-joes for them both V 

" That will never do, Mr, Contractor," answered Ouert, 
riwking his head. *' In times like these, such stout animals, 
and beasts too in such heart and condttioo, ought to brine 
fifteen." ^ * 

" Fifteen let it be then, if Mr. Littlepage assents. Now 
for the sleigh, end harness, and skins. I suppose Mr. Little- 
page will part with the skins loo, as he can have iw use for 
them without the sleigh T' 

"Have you, Mr. Contracltw^" asked Guert, a little 
•hnrolly. "That bear-skin fills my eye beautifully, and if 
tit. Littlepage will lake a guinea for it, hers is hie maOBf.^ 



-tAA'ttiB^wn a ftlr'pTiee,1t wu aoeepted, thM^ I prmad 
IltQ^skin on Guert as a. gift, in rcnwDibnuioe of our aceidontal 
BcqualDUaoe. This O^, however, he reapeotfuilf, but 
firmly resisted. And here I will take occasioa to say, Int 
the render be misled by vihaX. is met with in works of fiction, 
and other light and vain productions, that in all my dealings, 
and fiiture connection with Gruert, I ibund hum strictly 
honoiiTable in money mstteis. It is true, I 'would not have 
pmohiraed a horse on hia recommwidation, if he owned the 
beast ; but we all know how the bast men yield in their 
tnoiala when they come to deal is boraes. I should scajFcely 
have expected Mr. Wordeh to be ortfaodtn, inmakingfiuch 
bargains. But, on'till bthersi^gects eoniiected with mone^ 
6uert Ten Eydi was one of the honeslest iellows I ever dea^ 
with. 

^Eh6 ooDtractor look the sl^h, liartiess, and skins, at 
seven more half-joas; making twenty-three for the whoTe 
outfit. This was certainly receiving two hairrjoea more 
than my father had expected ; and I owed the gain of six- 
teen dollars to Guert's (riendly and bold interference. As 
Soon B3 the prices were settled, the money Was paid me in 
good Spanish gold; and I handed civcr'to Dirck theportion 
Uiat properly fell to his father's share. As it was untler. 
■loon that the remaining horses, sleighs, harness, provisions, 
&c., were to be taken at on appraiBal, the instant tbey- 
arrived, this hour's work relieved my friend and myself 
from any flirther trouble on the subject of the proper^ to* 
trusted tooUrCafe. And a relief it was to be so well rid of 
a responsibility that was aa new as it was heavy to each 
of us. 

The reader will. get some ideaof the piesaureof 'affitn, 
and howsecessaryifwasfelt to been the alert in' the mctilth 
6f March — a time of the 'year when twenty-fbur houn 
might bring about a Change in the Season-^by the cireum- 
stance thatlheccntt^ctorsent hisneWpilrchaaelobeioaded 
up from the door of his office, with orders to proceed on 
north, with supplies for a ddpflt that he was making as near 
to Lake George as was deemed prudent ; the French heat^ 
in force at Ticonderoga and Crown Point, two <posts>iUTbe_ 
he^ of Champlain; B distance considerably less tliwnV 
bmdied miles bom Albany. Whatever was fbrwaTdM''i« 
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ftr M IiBke O«o^ vhile tbe snow lastedi could tbeo fat 
ONit on with tbe army, in tbe contemplated operations of tb* 
approaching summer, by means of tlie two lakes, and their 
northern outlets. 

. •'Well, Mr. Litt^Mge," cried Guerl, heartily; "that 
aflair is well disposed of. You got goot prices, and I h(M» 
the King has got goot horses. They are a little veuerabb, 
perhaps; but what of that T The army would knock up 
tbe best end youngest beast ia tbe colony, in one campaign 
in the woota ; and it can do no more with tbe oldest and 
worst. Shall we walk rount into the main street, gentle- 
men T This is about tbe hour when the young ladies are 
apt to start for tbor afternoon sleighing." 

" I suppose tbe ladies of Albany are remarkable for their 
beauty, Mr. Ten Eyck," I rejoined, wishing to say some- 
thing agreeable to a man who seemed so desirous of serving 
me. " The speclmeos I saw in crossing the liyer f^W 
morning, would induce a stranger to think so," 

" Sir," replied Guert, walking towards the great aTenue 
of tbe town, " we are content with our ladies, in general, 
&t they are charming, warm-hearted and amiable; but 
there has been an arrival among us this winter, from your 

Birt of the colony, that has almost melted the ice on tbo 
udson!" 

My heart beat quicker, for I could only think of one be- 
ing of her sex, as likely to produce such a sensation. Still, 
I could not abstain from making a direct inquiry on the 
subject. 

" From oar part of the colony, Mr. Ten Eyck 1 — You 
mean from New York, probably I" 

" Yes, sir, as a matter of course. There are several 
beautiful English women who have come up with the army ; 
but no colonel, major, or captain, has brought such para- 
gons with him, as Herman Mordaunt, a gentleman wbo 
may be known to you by namel" 

*' Per«>oally too, sir. Herman Mordaunt is even a kins- 
man of Dirck FoUock, my friend here." 

" Then is Mr. Pollock to be envied, since be can caU 
eousin with so charming a young lady as Aiinake Ifor. 
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*■ True tor, most tn» !" I tntemipted, mgoAj ; *'Anm 
Hordaunt pasaea for ibe sweetest girt in York I" 

*' I do not know that I should go quite as &r as tb&t, Hr. 
Littiepage," returned Guert, moderatitig his warmth, in a 
manner that a little surprised me, though his handsome face 
still glowed with honest, natural admiration ; " since thera 
is a Miss Maiy Wallace in her company, that is quite at 
much thought of, here in Albany, as her friend, Hits Hot- 
daunt." 

Mary Wallace I The idea of comporiiin the silent, 
tbonghtAit, excellent though she were, Mary Wallace, witk 
Anoeke could never hare crossed my mind. StUl, Mary 
Wallace certainly tea* a very charming giil. She was 
even handsome ; had a placid, saint-like character of coim* 
tenance that had often struck me, singular beauty and 
development of form, and, in any other company tbtin that 
of Anneke's, might well have attracted the first attention of 
the most fastidious beholder. 

And Guert Ten Eyck admired,— perhaps loved, Hary 
Wallace ! Here, then, was fresh evidence how much ws 
are all inclined to lore our opposites ; to form close friend- 
ships with those who resemble us least, principles excepted, 
fi>r virtoe can never cling to vice, and iiow much more ia- 
terest novelty possesses in the human breast, than the 
repetidon of things to which wo are accustomed. No two 
beiags could be less alike than Mary Wallace and Guert 
Ten Eyck j yet the last admired the first. 

"Hiss Wallace is a very charming young lady, Hr. 
Ten Syck," I rejoined, as soon as wonder would allow me 
to answer, " and I am not surprised you speak of her in 
terms of so much admiration." 

Guert stopped short in the street, looked me full in the 
face with an expression of truth that could not well be 
feigned, squeezed my hand fervently, and rejcuned with a 
strange frankness, that I could not have imitated, to be 
master of all I saw — 

"Admiration, Mr. Littiepage, is not a wort strong 
enough for what I feel for Mary 1 I would marry her in 
the next hoar, and love and cherish her for alt the rest of 
my life. I worship ier, and love the earth she troads on." 

"And you hav« told her this, Hr. Tea Byekr 
16* 



*f Elfty times, sin She ho* now bevi tm>,inontfa» ia Al< 
bany, and my lone waa secured withiD tbe first ^eek. I 
oflbred myaeif too sooa, I fearj for Mary is a prutenl, sen- 
vble young woman, and ^rla of that chamcter ore apt to 
diatruati t)» youth, wbo is too quick in bis adrancee. TbejF 
like to be served) siri fbr ssTeo yean and sevoa years, u 
Josepb served for Potipbar." 

" You tneae, moet. likely, Hb Teo Eyok, aa Jacob asircd 
fbr Rachel." 

"W^jMTt it: rasp be as you ny, dousbl tliikth^ in 
onr DutdtBiblu,, it stands as- Joseph served for padpha^~ 
but yoa knovr wbal I meaa, Mr. l4ulepQg«. If you wish to 
M* the' ladita, and. will come witb »», I will go to a.plaoa 
where. Itonaaa Mordant's sleigh, iovaniiply passes at Utw 
hour, file the ladies almoBt livo in, tfaa air. I nevai raisf 
the occasioD of seeiog them." 

I hod DOW a clue to Giierl's beitig so mudi in the sbeet 
He was as good as his word, howevfir, for he took a., stand 
veac the DiAdi qhurpb, where I soon bsd the hfypinesa of 
seeing Anoeke awl her ftiead dnviog past^ on ttvair evto- 
{tag's cwsuraHHii How. blooming and lovely the formw 
babadJ Mary W&lUic^a eye Uiroed, I fancied uoderstaod- 
m^t to the. cornar trheie Guert hail' placed, hinaself, and 
her colour deepened as abe q«unwd hia bow. Bah the 
■tart of surprase, the smila, and the lightening eyaofl Aj^eko, 
aa abe unexpectedly saw ns, fiUad: B^ sottl with,- <M)^iti 
alinoat too great to be boniQ. 



CHAPTER XII. 

"Then lli> wtnB it gets into tluni headi. 
And lonu Ihe nit oot of it* italion ; 
IfoiwnH gel* ia, ia ita itrad, 
And ihtax pooi ti» now ■!! bothenttoD." 

The Pvnamg Sotktg. 

OvaiT Tbn ^cfa kwkadatme ^zpraaaintyj as tho sleigh 
iriiirled raaad, tan anflB of the. buttfiaf and dgapyoed. 
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He then proposed that we should proceed. On ucendlng 
the main street, I was not a little surprised at diacoveriog 
the sort of amuaement that was gaiog on, and in which it 
Kerned to me all the youths of the place were engaged. 
By youths, I do not mean lads of twelve and fourteen, but 
youog men of eighteen and twenty, the amusement beiiw 
that of sliding down hill, or " coasting," as I am told it is 
called in Boston. The acclivity was quite sharp, and of 
sufficient length to gi?e an impetus to the sled, that was aot 
in motion at a short distance above the English church; an 
impetus that would carry it past the Dutch church — a dis- 
tance that was somewhat more than a quarter of a mile. 
The hand-sleds employed, were of a size and construction 
suited to the dimensions of those that used them ; and, as B 
mailer of course, there was no New Yorker that had not 
learned how to govern the motion of one of these vehicles, 
even when gliding down the steepest descent, with the nicest 
delicacy and greatest ease. As children, or boys as late in 
life as fourteen even, every male in the colony, and not a 
few of the females, had acquired this art ; but this was the 
first place in which I had ever known adults to engage in . 
the sport. The accidental circumstance of a hill's belong- 
ing to the principal street, joined to the severity of the win- 
ters, had rendered an amusement suited to grown people, 
that, elsewhere, was monopolized by the children. 

By the time we had ascended as high as the English 
church, a party wf young officers came down from the fort, 
gay with the glasa and the song of the regimental mess. 
No sooner did they reach the starting-point, than three or 
four of the more youthful got possession of as many sleds, 
and ofTthey went, like the shot starting from its gun. Nobody 
seemed to think it strange ; but, on the contrary, I observed 
that the elderly people looked on with a complacent gravity, 
that seemed to say how vividly the sighf recalled the days 
of their own youth. I cannot say, however, that the stran- 
gers succeeded very well in managing their sleds, generally 
meeting with some stoppage before they reached the bottom 
of the hill. 

" Will you take a slide, Nt. LittlepageT" Guert demanded, 
with a, courteous gravity, that showed how serious a, business 
he faocied tjie sport. " Ilere is a large and strong sled that 
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will carry double, and you might trust yourself wilh roe, 

Ihough a regiment of horse were paraded down below." 

"Bui are wo not a little loo old for such ao amusement, 
in the streets of » large town, Mr. Ten Eyck 1" I answered, 
doubtingly, looking round me in an uncertain manner, aa 
one who did not like to adventure, even while he hesitated 
to refuse. "Those king's officers are privileged people, 

" No man has a higher privilege to use the streets of 
Albany, than Mr. Cornelius Litllepage, sir, I can assure 
you. The youDg ladies often honour me with their com- 
pany, and no accident has ever happened." 

" Do the young ladies venture to ride down thi» street, 
Mr. Ten Eyck ?" 

" Not ofien, sir, I grant you ; though that has been done, 
too, of a moonlight night. There is a more retired spot, at 
no great distaace from this street, however, to which the 
ladies are rather more partial. Iiook, Mr. LitClepagel — 

There goes the Hon. Capt Monson, of the th, and he 

will be down the hill and up again before we are off, unless 
you hurry. Take your seal, lady-fashion, and leave me to 
manage the sled." 

What could I do! Guert had been so very civil, was so 
much in earnest, everybody seemed to expect it of me, and 
the Hon. Capt. Monson was already a hundred yards on his 
way to the bottom, shooting i^'ncad with the velocity of an 
arrow. I took my shk, accordingly, placing my feel to- 
gether on tho rront'round, *' lady-fatkion" as directed. In 
an instant, Guert's manly frame was behind me, with a leg 
extended on each side of the sled, the government of which, 
as every American who has been bom north of the Potomac 
well knows, is eflbcted by delicate touches of ihe heels. 
Guert called out to the boys for a shove, and away we 
went, like the ship that is bound for her " destined element," 
as the poets say. We got a good start, and left the spot aa 
the arrow leaves its bow. 

Shall I own the truth, and confess I had a momentary 
pleasure in the excitement produced by the rapidity of the 
motion, by the race we were running with another sled, and 
by the skill and ease wilh which Guert, almost without 
touching the ground, carried ua unharmed through inndry 
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narrow pasngee, and along the linfi of wood and veniaoB 
loaded sleighs, barely clearing the noses af their borsea. I 
forgot (hat I was making this strange esfaibilion of myseU^ 
in a strange place, and almost in strange company. So 
rapid was our ntotion, however, that the danger of being 
Tecognised was not very great ; and there were so many to 
divide attention, that the act of folly would have been ov«^ 
looked, but for a most untimely and unexpected accident. 
We had gone the entire length between the two churoboa 
with great success, — several steady, grave, and respectable- 
looking old burghers calling out, on a high key, "V^ 
done, Guert I" — for Guert appeartd to be a general faroui^ 
ite, in the sense of fiin and frolic at least,— when, turning 
an angle of the Old Dutch Temple, in the ombitiaus wtsn 
of shooting past it, in order to run still lower and sboot off 
the wharf upon the river, we found ourselves in imminent 
danger of running under the fbre-l^s of two foaming 
horses, that were whirling a sleigh around the same comer 
of the church. Nothing saved us but Ouert's readiness and 
physical power. By dicing a hexA into the snow, be 
caused the sled to fly round at a right angle to its former 
course, and us to fly off it, heels over bead, without much 
regard to the proprieties, so far as postures or grace was 
concerned. The n^ro who drove the sleigh puUed up, at 
the same instant, with so much force as to throw his horses 
on their haunches. The result of these combined move- 
ments was to cause Guert and myself to roll over in such a 
way as to regain our feet directly alongside of the sleigh. 
In rising to my feet, indeed, I laid a hand on the side of the 
vehicle, in order to assist me in the efibrt. 

What a sight met my eyea 1 In the front stood the negro, 
grinning from ear to ear ; for Ae deemed every disaster that 
occurr(5 on runners a fit subject for merriment. Who ever 
did anything but laugh at seeing a sleigh upset? — and it 
was consequently quite in rule to do so on seeing two over- 
grown boys roQ over from a hand-sled. I oould have 
knocked the rascal down, with a good will, but it vrould not 
have done to resent mirth that proceeded from so legitimate 
a cause. Had I been disposed to act difimntly, bowover, 
the strength and courage necessary to effect soch a pnrpoae 
(nmld have been annibuated in me, by fifuKog myMlf atMkd< 
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ug withiB tlum &et, and diiectly in Tront of Anueke Mob 
dauBt sod Mary Wallace I The shame at being tbua d^ 
tooted in tb9 disastroua terminatioa of so boyish a l^igbt, al 
Sal Deuly orercBiue me. How Guert felt I do not Know, 
jNitt {be a mngle uMtant, I wished bim in the middle of tba 
BudiKMk wd nU Albany, its Dutch Church, sleds, lull, and 
fffi^i're biu^ten included) on top of him. 

** Hf. Irfttf^iQg? 1" burM out of the rosy lips of Anneke, 
in* Ma of Tuw tfawt wss not to be misundeEstood. 

«*&. Guert Tea Eyckl" exdaimed Mary Wallace, in 
M aocent lod noawiet that beepolte chagrin. 

"At youp secvioe, Hm Mary," answered Gueit, who 
looikod a little- sheepish at the iiesult of his exploit, though 
ior a i!Bmea I dji4 not at &rst ooo^>iehaad, brushing some 
«uv fn>n hi« o«^ at th9 s«me lime — "At your service, 
BOW tnd ever, JAw Muy. But, do not suppose it waa 
awlLw«TdM98B that produced this accident, I entreat of you. 
It vas ahc^ethei w fault of ^ boy who is station^ to 

S'm worowg of dngbs below the cfaurcb, who must havs 
(l hia post, Wheqever either of you young ladies will do 
■W 0» booDtn to taW a seat with toe, I will pledge my cba- 
VBAter, u w Al ba ni a^ to carry her to the foot d the high- 
Mt aed steeped hlU ia town without disturbing a riband." 

Blary Wallace made DO answer; and I&nciedshe looked 
a little sad. It is possible Asncike saw and understood thb 
Aeltng, for ahe aniwed with « spirit that I bad never seen 
her nawfest belbre — 

<^ No, no, Mr. Ten Eyok," sh^ said ; "■ when Miss Wal- 
]i«c« or I wish torid«4own t^V, and become little girla agaiu, 
we wUl trust ounelveii with Wya, whosff oonstant pcactice 
will h« likdy ta wpder th^m more ei^iert than men can be, 
who hava had tine t»fi«gat the hatiiia «f their childhood. 
Ponpey, we ynli iMw» home." 

Thaoohi uotinKtiDit of the head th<tt EiwceedBd, «b>b it 
WW anffi^Biilly grtuavm to |we«9n« apmrances, p^ved 
too plaidy that neiOtst Guert aor myself had tiaen in the 
eatinntiion of hia midnn, by lhi» h^iah s^lutntion of hia 
■hUE wkh the haod-ded. Had either of these young ladies 
been AJbaiuans, il ia probable they wo^^d have laughed at 
our addwp; hut so- bi^ hiU Tuiuuog dinctly into New 
York, tin cuqkn thai pnwaUcsi Rt AlW m v* K«v«i' 
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n the capital. Small boys alone used the baod-aled in that 
part of the colooy, wliile ihe taste conliaucd longer among 
the more stable and coustaat Dutch. Of course, we had 
nothing to do but to make profound bowg, and aufier the 
negro to move od. 

" There it is, Litllepage," esclaimed Guert, with a ^>eciM 
of sigh ; " I abail have nothlog but iced looks for the next 
week, and all for riding down hill four or five years later 
than is the rule. Everybody, hereabouts, uses the haad-sled 
until eighteen, or so ; and I am only five-and-twenty. Pray, 
what may be your age, my dear fellow V 

" Tweoly-one, only about a month since. I wish, with 
all my heart, it were (en !" 

" Turned the corner ! — well, that's unlucky ; but we mual 
make the best of it. My taste ia for_^n, and so I have 
admitted to Miss Wallace, twenty times; but she tella me 
that, after a certain period, men should look to graver things, 
end think of their country. She has lectured me already, 
once, on the subject of sliding ; though she allows that 
skatioe is a manly e:iercise." 

" When a lady takes the trouble to lecture, it is a sun 
sign she leels some interest in the subject." 

" By St. Nicholas ! I never thought of that, Liulepage 1" 
cried Guert, who, aatwiihstanding the great advantages be 
possessed, in the way of face and figure, turned out to have 
less personal vanity about him than almost any man I ever 
met with. " Lecture me she has, and that more than oncet 

" The lady who lectures me, sir, will not get rid of rae, 
at the end of the discourse," 

" That's manly ! I like it, Littlepage ; and I like you. I 
foresee we shall be great friends ; and we'll talk more of 
this matter another time. Now, Mary has ^ken to me 
of the war, and hinted that a single man, like myself, with 
the world before him, might do something to make lus name 
known in it. I did not like that; for a girl who loved a 
fellow would not wish to have him shot," 

" A giri who took no interest in her suitor, Mr. Ten Bycfc, 
would not care whether he did anything or not. But I mnat 
now quit you, being under an engagement to meet Mr. Wor- 
den at the inn, ti six." 
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Ghieit and I shook hands, for the tenth or twelfth time 
hat d&y, parting with an understanding that be was to csL 
for us, to accompany our party to the supper, at the preri 
ODsly appointed hour. Aa I walked towards the inn, I pen 
dered on what had just occurred, in a most nurtified temper. 
That Anneke was displeased, was only too apparent ; and 
I felt fearfiil that her displeasure was not entirely free from 
contempt. Aa for Guert's case, it did not strike me as being 
half so desperate as my own ; for there was nothing unna- 
tural, but something quite the reverse, in women of sense 
and stability, when they admire any youth of opposite tem- 
perament, — and I remembered to have heard my grandfather 
say that such was apt to be the case, — wishing to elerate 
their suitors in their pursuits and characters. £bd Anneke 
taken the pains to remonstrate with me about the folly of 
what I had done, I should have been encouraged ; but the 
cold indifierence of her manner, not to call it contempt, cut 
me to the quick. It is true, Anneke seemed to feel most on 
ber friend's account ; but 1 could not mistake the look of 
surprise with which she saw me, Cornelius Littlepage, rise 
from nnder her sleigb, and stand brushing the snow from 
my clothes, like a great calf as I was I No man can bear 
to be rendered ridiculous in the presence of the woman be 
loves. 

Near the inn I mti Dirck, his whole face illuminated with 
ft look of pleasure. 

" I have just met Anneke and Mary Wallace !" he said*, 
*' and tbey stopped their sleigh to speak to me. Herman 
Mordaunt has been here half the winter, and he means to 
ranain moat of the summer. There will be no Lilacsbush 
this season, the girls told me, hut Herman Mordaunt baa 
got a house, where he lives with his own servants, and boils 
his own pot, as he calls it. We shall be at home there, of 
couise, for you are such a favourite. Corny, ever since that 
affair of the lion I As for Anneke, I never saw her lookii^ 
so beoutifiil I" 

** Did Miss Mordaunt say she would be happy to see ua 
on the old footing, Dirck ?" 

"Did sfaeT — I suppose so. She said I shall he ^ad to 
we yon, counn Dirck, wbraiever you can omie, and 1 bof* 
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you vill bring with ^ou sometimea tbe clei^maa ofwliom 
you have spoken." 

" But notbing of Jbsod Newcome or Corny Littlepage T 
Tell Ibe truth at once, Dirck ; my name was Dot mea- 
liooodT" 

" lodeet it was, t'ough ; I meationed it several times, and 
told them how loog we had been on the Toal, and how you 
trove, and how you bad sold tbe sleigh and horses already, 
and a dozen other t'ings. Oh I we talket a great deal <^ 
you. Corny ,- that is, I dit, and the girls listened." 

" Was my nanK mentioned by either of the young ladies, 
Dirck, in direct terms V 

" To be sore ; Anneke had something lo say about 3rou, 
though it was so much out of the way, I can hardly ixil 
you what it was now. Oh I I remember : she said ' 1 have 
seen Mr, Littlepage, and think he has grown since we last 
met ; he promises to make a man one of these days.' Wh^ 
could t'at mean, Corny 1" 

" That I am a fool, a great overgrown boy, and wish I 
had never seen Albany ; that's what it means. Come, let 
us go in ; Mr. Warden will be expecting us. Ha I Whs 
the devil's that, Dirck 1" 

A loud Dutch shout from Dirck broke out of him, regard- 
less of tbe street, and his whole face lighted up into a broad 
sympathetic smUe> I had caught a glin^se of a sled 
coming down the acclivity we were slowly ascending, which 
sled glided past us just as 1 got the words out of my mouth. 
It was occupied by Jason alone, who seemed just as much 
charmed with the sport as any other grown-up boy on tbe 
hill. There he went, the cocked-bat uppermost, tlie pea- 
green coat beneath, and the striped woollens and heavy 
plated buckles stuck out, one on each side, governing the 
movement of tbe sled with the readiness of a lad accus- 
tomed lo the business. 

" That most be ca^ntal lun. Corny !" my companion said, 
scarce able to contain himself for the pleasure he felt. " I 
have a great mind to borrow a sled and take a turn myself." 

" Not if you ihlend to visit Miss Mordaunt, Dirck. Ttka 
my word for it, she does not like to see men following tlM 
pleasuies of boys." 
16 
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Direlt stand at me. but being taciturn by luAire, he said 
Dathing, and we entered the iiouse. There we found Mr. 
WordKi reading over an old aennon, in readiness for his 
next Sunday's busioesa ; and sitting down, we began to coid- 
^ra notes on the subject of the town and its advantages. 
The divine was in Taptures. As for the Dutch he cued 
liule for them, and had seen Ixit Iilt[e of them, overlooking 
them in a very natural, metropolitan sort of way; but he 
had found so many English officers, had heard so much 
from home, and bad received so many invitations, that htM 
campaign promised nothing but agreeables. ^e sat cha^ 
ting over these matters until the tea was served, and for an 
hour or two afterwards. My barKains were applauded, my 
promptitude — the promptitude of Guert would have been 
more just — was commended, and I was told that my parents 
should hear the whole truth in the matter. In a word, our 
Mentor being in good-humour with himself, was disposed to 
be in good humour with every one else. 

At the appointed hour, Guert come to escort us to the 
place of meeting. He was courteous, attentive, and as frank 
as the air he breathed, in mauuer, Mr. Worden took to 
him excessively, aocl it was soon apparent that he and 
young Ten Eyck were likely to become warm friends. 

" You must know, genttanen, that the party to which I 
have had the honour of inviting you, will be composed (^ 
sofne of the heartiest young men in Albany, if not in the 
colony. We meet once a month, in the house of aa oM 
bachelor, who belongs to us, and who will be delighted to 
coHverae with you, Mr. Worden, on the subject of religioo. 
Mr. Van Brunt is very expert in religioa, and we m«ke him 
tha umpire of all our disputes and bets on tiat subject." 

This sounded a little ominous, I thought,- but Mr. Worden 
was not a man to be frightened from a good hot supper, by 
half-a.dozen inadvertent words. He could Udeiate even a 
religious discussion, vrith such an object in view. Ha 
walked on, side by side with Guert, and we were soon at 
the dooT of the house of Mr. Van Brunt, the Bachelor in 
Divinity, ss I nicknamed him. Guert entered without 
knocking, and ushered us into the presence of our qvtui 

We iband in the room a company of Juat twelTi^ Gnwi 
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induded ; Uiat bmsg the entire auinber of tbe chib. U 
struck me, at the first gknce, that the whole set had a aoit 
of iUde-dowD-biU aspect, and that we were likely to make 
a night of it. My acquaiatance with Dirck, aod iiuleed my 
coonecUoa with the old race, had not left me igDoraat of 9. 
ceftain peculiarity ia the Dutch chaiacter. Sobar, sedate^ 
nay phlegmatic as they usually appeared to be, their roys 
tering was oa a pretty high key, whea it once fairly coh^ 
men^. We thought oae lad of the old race, down is 
Westcheateri full; a match for two of the Aoglo-Saxoa 
breed, when it came to a hard aet-to ; no ordinary fua ap- 
peasing the longings of an excited Dutchman. Traditk« 
had let me into a good many aecreta connected with th^ir 
excesses, and I had beard the young AlbenianH ofleo mea- 
tloned aa being at the bead of tbeii profession io theae par- 
ticulars. 

Nothing could be more decorous, oc coosidera^, hovwer, 
&an our introductioo and leosptiou. The youi^ mem 
seemed particularly gratified at having a clergymaik ^ fhieir 
party, and I make no doubt it was intended that the evetwa 
should be one of unusual sobriety and moderation. I beaid 
the word " Dprninie" whispered from mouth to mouth, and 
it was easy to see the efibct it produced. Most eyes w«ie 
fastened on Van Brunt, a red-faced, square-built, somewhat 
dissolule-looktDg man of forty-five, who seamed to fiod bis 
apology for associating with persons so much his junjbiVi 
in his habits, and possibly in tbe necessity of the caae; aa 
men of hb own years might not like his company. 

" And, gentlemen, it is dry busiaess standing here look- 
Ing at each other," observed Mr. Van Brunt ; " and we will 
take a little punch, to moisten our hearts, as w^ as ouf 
throats. Guert, yon is the pitcher." 

Guert made good use of tbe pitcher, and each tVA had 
his glass of punch, — a beverage then, as now, much used 
U the colony. I must acknowledge that the mixture was 
very knowingly put together, though I had no sooner sw^ 
lowed my glass, than I discovered it was confounded stroqg. 
I^ 90 with Guert. Not only did he swallow om glass, hut 
he swallowed ttao, in quick succeswon, Uke a man who wan 
thirsty ; elanding at the time in a fine, manly, erect attitude) 
u 0D4 who Ui£d with something that did not half O^. bin 
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power*. Tbe pitcber, thoagh quite la^, was emptied at 
that one assautt, in proof of which it was turned bottom 
upwards, by Guert himself. 

CcnverBation followed, moat of it being in English, out 
of compliment to the Dominie, who was not supposed to 
imderatand Dutch. This was an error, however, Mr. Wor- 
den making out tolerably welt in that language, when he 
tried. I was felicitated on the bai^ius I had made with the 
contractor ; and many kind and hospitable attempts were made 
to welcome me in a frank, hearty manner among strangers. 
I confess I was touched by these honest and sincere endea- 
vours to put me at my ease, and when a second pitcher of 
punch was brought round, I took another glass with right 
good-will, while Guert, as usual, took two ; though the 
liquor he drank, I had many occasions la ascertain aubse> 
quently, produced no more visible efibct on him, in the way 
of pbysit^ consequences, than if he hod not swallowed it 
Guert was no drunkard, far from it ; he could only drink 
all noar bim under the table, and remain firm in his chair 
himself. Such men usually escape the imputation of being 
sots, though they are very apt to pay the penalty of their 
successes at the close of their career. These are the raea 
who break down at sixty, if not earlier, becoming subject 
to paralyse, indigestion, and other similar evils. 

Such was tfie state of things, the company gradually 
getting into avery pleasant humour, when Guert was called 
out nT tbe room by one of the blacks, who bore a most 
ominous physiognomy while making his request. He was 
gone but a moment, when he returned with a certain sort 
of consternation painted in his own handsome face, Mr> 
Van Brunt was called into a comer, where two or three 
more of the principal persons present soon collected, in ao 
earnest, half-whispered discourse, I was seated so near this 
group, as occasionally to overhear a few expressions, though 
to get no clear clue to its meaning. Tbe words I overheard 
were, "old Cuyler" — "capital supper" — " venison and 
ducks" — "partridges and quails" — " knows us all" — " never 
do" — '' Dominie the man"' — " strangers"—" how to do it?" 
and several other similar expressions, which left a vague 
impreeaiou on my mind that our supper was in great peril 
fixwa some cause or other ; but what tfiBt cauas was I could 
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tot learn. Guert was erideatly the pnncipal peraoD in tbu 
consultation, everybody sppearing to listen to hia suggestions 
with respect and attention. At length our frieDcl came out 
of the circle, and in a courteous, self-possessed manner com. 
municated the difGculty in the following words: 

" You must know, Rev, Mr. Worden, and Mr. Littlepage, 
and Mr. Follock, and Mr. Newcome, that we have certain 
customs of our own, among us youths of Albany, that perhaps 
are not familiar to you gentleniea nearer the capital. The 
trut' is, that we are not always as wise and as sober as our 
parents, and grandparents in particular, could wish us to be. It 
is t'ought a good thing among us sometimes, to rummage the 
faen-rocats and poultry-yards of the burghers, and to sup 
OD the fruits of such a forage. I do not know how it is 
with you, gentlemen ; but I will own, that to me, ducks and 
geese got in this innocent, game-like way, taste sweeter than 
when they are bought in the market-hall : our own supper 
for to-tttght was a bought supper, but it has become the 
victim of a little enlargement of die practice i have men- 
tioned." 

" How ! — how 's that, friend Ten Eyck 1" exclaimed Mr. 
Worden, in no afiected consternation. " The tupfer a victim, 
do you say 1" . 

"Yes, sir J tobe frank at once, it is gone; gone to a pulleti 
a steak, and a potatoe. They have not left us a dish 1" 

" They 1" echoed the parson — "And who can they be V 

" That is a point yet to be ascertained, for the operation 
has been earned on in so delicate and refined a way, that 
none of our blacks know anything of the matter. It seems 
there was a cry of fire just now, and it took every one of 
the negroes into the street ; during which time all our game 
has been put up, and has flown." 

'- Bless me 1 bless me I what a calamity I—what a ras- 
cally theft I Did you not'mark it downT' 

" No air, I am sorry to say we have not ; nor do we apply 
such hard namea to a frolic, even when we lose our supper 
by it. It ia the act of some of our associates and friends, 
who hope to feast at our expense to-night ; and who will, 
gentlemen, nnlesa you will consent to aid us in recovering 
our lost dishes." 

" Aid you, my dear sii^-I will do any thing you can 
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wish — what v31 you have nw attemptt Shall I go to the 
IImI, and ask for succour from the army t" 

" No, sir ; our object can be efTecled short of t'at I am 
quite certain we cao find what we waot, only two or three 
doors from this, if you will consent to lend us a little, a very 
iitlle of your assisUmcei" 

" Name it — name it, at ouce, for Heaven's sake, Mr. 
Guert, The dishes must be getting cold, all this time," 
cried Mr. Worden, jumping op with alacrity, and lookiog 
about hjm, far his hat and cloak. 

" The service we ask of you, gentlemen, is just this," 
rejoined Guerl, with, a coolness that, when I came to reflect 
on the events of that night, has always struck me as singu- 
larly aslooishing. " Our supper, and an excellent one it Is, 
is close at hand, as I have said. Nothing will be easier 
than to get it on our own table, in the next room, could we 
only manage to call old Doorije off duty, and detain her 
for five minutes al the area gate of her house. She knows 
every one of us, and would smell a rat in a minute, did 1M 
show ourselves ; but Mr. Worden and Mr. Littlepage, here, 
might amuse her fer the necessary time, without any trou- 
ble. She is remarkably fond of Dominies, and would not 
be able to trace you back to this house, leaving us to eat 
the supper in peace. After t'af, no one cares for the rest." 
"I'll do it! — I'll do it!" cried Mr. Worden, hurrying 
into tho passage, in quest of his hat and cloak. " It is no 
more than just that you should have your own, and the 
supper will be either eaten, or overdone, should we go for 



" No fear of constables, Mr. Worden, we never employ 
them in our poultry wars. All we, who will get the supper 
back again, can expect, will be merely a little hot water, ot 
a skirmish with our friends," 

The details of the movement were now intelligibly and 
clearly settled. Guert was to head a party provided with 
lai^ clothes-baskets, who were to enter the kitchen, during 
Doortje's absence, and abstract the dishes, which could not 
yet be served, as all in Albany, of a certain class, sat down 
to supper at nine precisely. Aa for Doortje, a negro who 
was in the house, in waiting on one of the guests, his maa- 
ter, would mapage to get her out to the area gate,.tbo housv 
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iKmbfta odlar kitcbon, where it would d^ieiulqaBIr, Wor- 
sen to detoiu ber, throe or four minutes. To my wrpriae, 
the paraoD entered on the execulion of the wild schenie with 
boyish eogsrnese, affirming that he .could, keep the woman 
balf an hour, if it were neceasafy, by deliveriag ber a lec- 
tuj» oa the icpportanqe of observing tlie eighth command- 
meat. Aa aoon as the preliniiuariea were thus arranged, 
the two parties proceed^ on their Tespectira dutiea, the 
bpw adoioiiishiiig up of thf^ uecaaaiiy of loaing no time ua- 
Qsceaaarily. 

I did not like tbis:a9eir from theiirsl, the experiment of alid- 
i^g dow^i; hill) havipg somewhat wsal^eDed my confidence in 
Guert Teq ^yck'a judgment Nevertheless, it would not do- 
for me to hold back, when A(i. Wocden led,aod,al1«i oil, there. 
wan HP great harm iq, rpcovieriqg a iwpper that had been 
abatra<ted ttom our own house. Guerl did not proceed, IJka 
ourselves, by tfaa, street, but he went with his party, out of 
a back gate into an, all«yi and was to enter the yai^ of tho 
bouaebeasBBiled, by nieans of a similar gate in ita rear. Once 
in that yard, the access to the kitchen, and Iho retread, were 
very easy, puoyided the oook could be drawn away from 
ber. charge at bq important a motpenb Everything, there- 
fors, depended oa the addnassof the young negro who waa 
IB ti)0. hoU3@,, opd. ourselves. 

On leaphiog 'he gate of the area* ws stuped while due 
QcigTo, desoended to invite Doorlje forth. This gave us a 
nom^ to esamilia tbe biuldisg. The house was large, 
wueh iBirgor ifaaa most of those roiii^d it, and what stru<;k 
V» as iMUSUfll, there waa a lighted lacnp over the door. 
This looked as if il might be a sort of a tavern, or eating 
house, and gendered the whole thiqg, afore iiitplligib!& to me. 
Qur raystedag plundema doubtless intendBd to s>ip on ihsii 
spoils. «t thdt tavern. 

The Biffti, WW gope iHit « ipinutot wh^ bo cama out 
with ft youBg black of his own se^, a servaot whom he 
was leadiagoS' his pos^ on aooie pretence of his own, and 
was immediately followed by the cook. Door^ made many 
curtsies as soon as she saw the gocked-hat and black cloak 
of the Dominie, begging his pardon and. asking bis pleasure. 
Uit, W««^ new be««iJ a. gi»Te and seripua lecture on tho 
■m of staling, holding the confounded Dpqi^Q ^ dip«»ffiM 
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qnile three ndnutes. In vain the cx»k protested she had 
taken nothing; that her master's property waa sacred in 
her eyes, and ever had been ; that she never gave amty 
even cold meats without an order, and that she could not 
imagine why the was to be talked to in this way. To give 
him his due, Mr. Worden peribrmed hia part to admiration, 
though it ia true he had only an ignorant wench, who was 
awed by his profession, to manage. At length we heard it 
shrill whistle from the alley, the signal of success, whea 
Mr, Worden wished Doortje a solemn good-night, and 
walked away with all the dignitjr of a priest. In a minute 
or two we were in the house again, and were met by Gueit 
with cordial shakes of the hand, thanks for our acceptable 
service, and a summons to supper. It appears that Doortje 
had actually dished-up everythmg, all the articles standi^ 
before a hot fire waiting only for the clock to strike nine to 
be served. In this slate, then, the only change the supper 
bad to undergo, waa to bring it a short distance through the 
alley and to place it on our table, instead of that for which 
it was so lately intended. 

Notwithstanding the rapidity with which the changes bad 
been made, it would not have been very easy for a stran- 
ger to detect any striking irregularity in onr feast. It is 
true, there were two sets of dishes on the table, or rather 
dishes of two di^rent sets ; but the ducks, game, &c., were 
not only properly cooked, but were warm and good. To 
work everybody vreni, therefore, with an appetite, and for 
fire minutes little was heard b^ond the clatter of knives 
and forks. Then came the drinking of healths, and finally 
the toasts, and the songs, and the stories. 

Guert sang capitally, in a fine, clear, sweet, manly voice, 
and be gave us several airs with words both in EngUsh and 
in Dutch. He had just finished one of these songs, and the 
dapping of hands waa still loud and warm, when the young 
man called on Mr. Worden for a lady, or a sentiment. 

" Come, Dominie," he called out, for by this time the 
least bad produced its familiarity — " Come, Dominie, yon 
have acquitted yourself so well as a lecturer, that we am 
all dying to hear you preach." 

" A lady do you say, ax 1" asked the parson, who was m 
merry as any of as. 
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* A laty — a I&ty" — shouted ax or Bemi at onoe. " The 
Tofninie's laty — the Tominie's laty." 

**Well, gentlemen, since you will have it so, you shall 
have oae. You must not complain if she prove a little 
Tenerable, — but I give you ' Mother Church.' " 

This produced a senseless laugh, as such things usually 
do, and then followed my turn. Mr, Van Brunt very 
formally called ou me for a lady. After pausing a moment 
I said, as I flatter myself, with spirit— 

" Gentlemen, I will give you another almost aa heaveoly 
— Miss Anneke Mordaunt 1" 

" Miss Anneke Mordaunt I" vas echoed round the table, 
and I soon discovered that Anneke was a general favouritet 
and a very common toast alieady at Albany. 

" I ahoil now ask Mr. Guert Ten Eyck for his lad j," I 
said, as soon as silence was restored, then being very littls 
pause between the cups that night. 

This appeal changed the whole character of the expres- 
sion of Guert's face. It became grave in an instant, aa if 
the recollection of her whose name he was about to utter 
produced a pause in his almost fierce mirth. He coloured, 
then raised bis eyes and looked sternly round as if to ohal< 
lenge denial, and gave — 

" Miss Mary mill ace." 
' " Ay, Guert, we are used to that name, now," said Van 
Brunt, a little drily, " This is the tenth time I have heard 
it from you within two months." 

"You will be likely to hear it twenty more, sir; for I shall 
give Mary Wallace, and nobody hut Mary Wallace, while 
the lady remains Mary Walhice. How, now, Mr. Constable I 
What may be the reason we have the honour of a visit 
from you at this time of night."* 

* In tliU whole aSur of the Bapper, tha leader will find incident! 
that bear » atrikinr reaemhlanca to certain local characteristic! 
ponrtraTed by Mn. Grant, of Lagrai, in her memoirs of an Ameri- 
mn Lady { thiu eorcoborating tEo fidelity of the pictnrea of oor 
ancient manners, u given by 5iat reapeotable writer, by the Dnq«a» 
lioDed antfaori^ of Hr. Comeliui LilUepase. — Knmn, 
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CHAPTER Xm. 



■■ Muton, it ii prored alrMdy 
Hit JOB an Ultie better thin Mm kiuTMt 
And it-will go DMT lobe UiooghtK, iliortlj.'' 

Tsa sodden appeaftince of Ae city constable, -& Tdoc- 
tioDBiy whose person was not unknown to mdst df thb 
company, bniught ^veiy man at table loUa feei, the Rev. 
Mr. Wordeo, Direk UQd myself, included. Pot- ttiy mn 
part, I saw no jMitfculBr reason for nlann, tbouffh it at 
once stnick tne that this visit mtght have some connectioa 
with the demotisfaed aupper, since the law does not, in ail 
coses, Bufier a man to leclalm even his own, by trick or 
TioJeuce. As for the constable himself, a short, compact, 
snub-nosed, Dutch-buUt person, who spoke'&n^ishns'if ft 
disagreed with his bile, be Was the coolest of the whcfe 
party. 

" Veil, Mr. Guert," be said, with a sort of good-iintared 
growl of authority, " here I moost coome ag'in f Mr. Mayor 
woull be happy to see you, and ler Tomitue, dat iat of your 
party; and ter genttofnan dat acted aa dark, TOn he lec- 
tured old Doortje, Mr. Mayor's cook." 

Mr. Mayor's cook I Here, then, a secret was out, with a 
Tengeance I Guert had not reclaimed hia own lost supper, 
which, having passed into the hands of the Philistines, was 
h(q>eteaBly gone ; but he had actually stolen and eaten tite 
supper prepared for the Mayor of Albany, — Peter Cuyler, 
a man of note, and standing, in all respects ; a iiiDctioDary 
who had held his office from time immetnorial ; — the lamp 
Was the symbol of auiborily, and not the sign of an inn, or 
«D eating-house; — the supper, DMiVover, Was never prapuod 
■for one man, or one family, but bad certainly been got Vp 
for the honourable treatment of a goodly company ; — fit 
teen stout men had mainly appeased their appetites on it ; 
and the fragments were that moment under discusaou 
among half-a-dozen large-moulhed, shining n^o faces, in 
the kitchen I Under circiunstaiices like Iheae,^ looked uft> 
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qoiringlf at the Rev. Mr. Worden — and the Rev. Mr. Wor< 
den looked inquiringly at me. There was no apparent 
remedy, boweverj but, after a brief conauhat ion wilh Uuert, 
we, tbo summoned parties, took our hats and followed Dew- 
berry lo the residence of Mr. Mayor. 

« You are not lo be uneaay, gentlemen, at this little inter- 
niption of our amusements," said Guert, dropping in be- 
tween Mr. Worden and myself, as we proceeded on our 
way, " these things happening very often among us. You 
are innocent, you know, under all circumstances, since you 
supposed that the supper was our own — -brought back by 
direct means, instead of having recourse to tha shabby de- 
lays of the law," 

"And whose supper may (his have been, sir, that we 
have just eaten?" demanded Mr. Worden. 

" Why, there can be no harm, now, in tellit^ yoa the 
trut'. Dominie ; and I will own, therefore, it belonged in lav 
to Mr. Mayor Cuyler. There is no great danger, however, 
aa you will see, when I come to explain mattera. Ton 
must know that the Mayor's wife was a Schuyler, and my 
mother has some of that blood in her veins, and we count 
cousins as far as we can see, in Albany. It is just supping 
with one's relations, a little out of the common way, as you 
will perceive, gentlemen." 

" Have you dealt fairly wilh Mr. Littlepage and myself, 
sir, in this afTairl" Mr. Worden asked, a little sternly. " I 
might, with great propriety, lecture lo a cook, on the eighth 
commandment, when that cook was a party to robbing you 
of your supper; but how shall I answer lo His Honour, Mr. 
Mayor, on the charge which will now be brought against 
meT It is not for myself, Mr. Guert, that I feel so much 
cimccm, as for the credit and reputation of my sacred office, 
and that, too, among your disciples of the schools of 
I^eyden !" 

" Leave it all to me, my dear Dominie — leave it all to 
me," answered Guert, well disposed to eaorifioe himself 
rather than permit a fHend to suffer. " 1 am used to these 
little matters, and will take care of you." 

" I vill answer for t'at," put in the constable, looking over 
bis shoulder. " No young fly-away in Allponny hast mora 
tnowletge in t'ese matters t'ac Mr. Gtiert, hem. If ai^ 
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poUy can draw hia beat out ot the yoke, Mr. Guert caa. 
YftM — yaas — be know all apout fese liltle matters, sura 
enough." 

This was encouragiDg, of a certainty ! Our associate 
was so well known for bis tricks aad frolics, that even Iba 
constable wbo look him calculated largely on his address in 
getting out of scrapes ! I did not apprehend that any of us 
were about to be tried and convicted of a downright robbery ; 
for I knew bow far the Dutch carried their jokes of this 
nature, and bow tolerant the seniors were to their juniors; 
and especially bow much all men are disposed to regard any 
ezpk»t of Ibe sort of that in which we bad been engaged, 
when it has been managed adroitly, and in a way to exdle 
a laugb. Still, it was no joke to rob a Mayor of bis supper, 
these functionaries usually passing to their offices through 
the probationary grade of Alderman.* Guert was not free 
frcHS uneasiness, as was apparent by a question be put to the 
officer, on the steps of Mr. CuylePs house, and under the 
very light of the official lamp. 

"Haw is the old gentleman, this evening, HonsT" the 
principal asked, with some little concern in hia roanner. ** I 
hope he and his company have supped V 

"Veil, I'at is mote fan I can telt you, Mr. Guert Efe 
lookH more as like himself, when he hat the horse t'ieres 
firom New Englant taken up, t'an he hast for many a tay. 
Twas most too pat, Mr. Guert, to run away wit' the Mayora 
mm 8U]^r I I coull have tolt you who hast your own tucks 
and ventson." 

" I wish you hod, Hans, with all my heart; but we wen 
bard pushed, and had a strange Dominie to feed. You know 
a body must provide wtU for company." 

• The Americui Htyor is luiully a different penoD from the Eag. 
liih M&yoi. Until within the last Rve-uid-twontj or tliirlj yeara, 
the Major of New York wsi invariably a man of eoual and pollticil 
importaiice, belonging strictly to tbe higher dasa of soeiety. Ths 
■ame was true of the Mayor of Albany. At the present Lme, IIm 
nile ha* been so far enlar^, aa to admit a selection fiom all of tb« 
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** Taaa, jaaa ; I uDdsrataats it, and kaowa how you moost 
have peeo nonplush't to do sich a I'iog ; put it was mo-o-sl 
too pal. Veil, we are all j'ouag, afore we live to be oil— 
t'at e%ry potty knows." 

By this lime (be duor waa open, and we entered. Mr, 
Mayor bad issued orders we should all be shown into the 
parlour, where I rather ihiak, from what subsequently passed, 
he intended lo cut up Guerl a little more than common, by 
exposing him before the eyes of a particular person. At all 
events, the reader can judge of my horror, at finding that 
the party whose supper I bud just helped to demohsb, con- 
sisted, in addition to three or four sods and daughters of the 
house, of Herman Mordaunt, Mary Wallace, aod Anneke! 
Of course, everybody knew what had been done; but, until 
we entered the room, Mr. Mayor olona knew teho had done 
it. Of Mr, Worden and myself even, he knew no mote 
than he had learned from Dootje'a account of the matter; 
and the cook, quite naturally, had represented ua as rogues 
feigning our divinity. 

Guert was a thoroughly manly fellow, and he did us the 
justice to enter the parlour first. Poor fellow ! I can feel 
for him, even at this distance of time, when his eye first fell 
on Mary Wallace's pallid and distressed countenance. It 
could scarcely be less than I felt myself, when I first beheld 
Anneke''s flushed features, and the look of ofiended propriety 
that I fancied to be sparkling in her estranged eye. 

Mr. Mayor evidently regarded Mr. Worden with surprise, 
xs indeed he did me; for, instead of strangers, he probably 
expected to meet two of those delinquents whose faces were 
familiar to him, by divers similar jocular depredations, com- 
mitted within the limits of his jurisdiction. Then the cir- 
cumstance that Mr. Worden was a real Dominie, could not 
be questioned by those who saw him standing, as he did, 
face to face, with all the usual signs of his sacred office in 
his dress and air." 

" I believe there must bo some mistake here, constable 1" 
esola'med Mr. Mayor. " Why have you brought these two 
strange gentlemen along with Guert Ten Eyckl" 

■ My ortera, Mr. Mayor, wast to pring Dootje's ' rapscallion 
Tominie,' and his 'rapscallion frient;' and t'at is one, and 
t*is ist t'ot'e.," 
'7 
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"Tbia genlleman hai the sppearaoca of being a mtt 
dergymaa, and thai too, of tho church of Eogland." 

"Yaoa, Mr. Mayor, t'at is yoost so. He wilt preach 
fi/leen minutea wil'out stopping, if you wilt give him a plack 
gowat; and pray an hour in a white shirt."* 

" Will you do me Ihe favour, Guert Ten Eyck, to let me 
have the names of the strangers I have the pleasure to le- 
Ceive," said the mayor, a. little authoritatively. 

" Certainly, Mr. Mayor ; certainly, and with very great 
pleasure. 1 should have done this at once, had we beea 
ushered into your house by any one but the city constable. 
Whenever I accompany that gentleman anywhere, I always 
wait to aacertnin my welcome." 

Guert laughed with some heart at this allusion to his own 
known delinquencies, while Mr. Cuyler only smiled. 1 
could see, notwithstanding the severe measures to which he 
had resorted in this particular case, that the last was not 
unfriendly to the first, and thai our friend Guert had not 
fallen literally among robbers, in being brought to the place 
where we were. 

" This reverend dominie," continued Guert, as soon as 
he had had his laugh, and had ventured to cast a short, ia- 
quiring glance at Mary Wallace, " is a gentleman from 
England, Mr. Mayor, who is to preach in St. Peter's the 
day afler to-morrow, by special invitation from the chaplain ; 
when, I make no doubt, we shall all be much edified ; Miss 
Mary Wallace among the rest, if she will do him the honour 
to attend the service — good, and angelic, and^or^ei;^, aa 
I know she is by nature." 

This speech caused all eyes to turn on the young lady, 
whose face crimsoned, though she made no reply. 1 now 
lelt satisfied that Guert's manly, frank, avowed, and sincere 
admiration had touched the heart of Mary Wallace, while 

• Tbia opinion of the conaUblc's muet rerer to the notion common 
amongrst tbs Don. Episcopal sects, tlmt the value oF spiritual proTcnder 
' wu to be nieunred b; the quunlit;. Freoching, however, might be 
overdone in the Dutch ReTormed Churches ; for, quite within m* re> 
eoUection, & hiir-hour glass stood on the putpit of the Dutch edifioa 
named in the text, to regulate the dominie's wind. It whs flaid It 
raigbt be turned once wilh inipunilj; but wo betide him who shoDld 
ID nr treipum on hU people's patienea u to preiuma to (ura it ItsiM, 
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oer reason condemDed that which her natural tendemeaa 

encouraged; and (he struggle in her mind was then, aad 
long aller, a subject of curious study with me. As foi 
Anneke, 1 thought she resented this somewhat indiscreet, not 
to say indelicate though indirect avowal of his feelings to- 
wards his mistress ; and that she looked on Guerl wilh even 
more coldness than she had previously done. Neither of 
the ladies, however, said anything. During this dtimb-show, 
Mr. Cuyler hud leisure to recover from the surprise of dis- 
covering that one of his prisoners was really a clergyman, 
and to inquire who the other might be. 

" That gentleman, then, is in fact a clergyman !" he 
answered. " You have forgotten to name the other, Guert." 

"This is Mr, Corny Liltlepage, Mr. Mayor — the only 
son of Major Littlcpagc, of Satanstoe, Westchester." 

The Mayor looked a little puzzled, and I believe felt some- 
what embarrassed as to the manner in which he ought to 
proceed. The incursion of Guert upon his premises much 
exceeded In boldness, anything of the kind that had ever 
before occurred in Albany. It was common enough for 
young men of his stamp to carry o(£ poultry, pigs, &c.i 
and least on the spoils ; and coses had occurred, as I after- 
wards learned, in which rival parties oC th^M depredators 
preyed on each other — the same materials for a supper 
having been known to change hands two or three times 
before they were consumed — but no one had ever presumed, 
previously to this evening, to make an inroad even on Mr. 
Mayor's hencoop, much less to molest the domains of his 
cook. la the first impulse of his anger, Mr. Cuyler had 
sent for the constable ; and Quart's club, with its place of 
meeting being well known, that functionary having had 
tnaoy occasions to visit it, the latter proceeded thither forth- 
with. It is probable, however, a little reflection satisfied the 
mayor that a frolic could not well be treated as a larceny ; and 
that Guert had some of his own wife's blood in his veins. 
When he came lo find that two respectable strangers were 
implicated in the affair, ooe of whom was actually a clergy- 
mao, this charitable feeling was strengthened, and he changed 
his course of proceeding. 

" You can return home, Hans," said Mr. Mayor, very 
wnaibly tnollified in his nHinner. *' Sbsuld there be 90C»- 
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sion for your further services, I will send for you. Now 
geDttemen," as soon as the door closed on Ihe constable, *'] 
■will satisfy you that old Peler Ciiyler can cover a tabic, and 
feed his friends, even though Guert Ten Eyck be so near a 
neighbour. Miss Wallace, willvou allow me the honour to 
lead you to the table 1 Mr. Worden will see Mrs. Cuyler, 
in safety, to the same place." 

00 this hint, the missionary stepped forward with ala- 
crity, and led Mrs. Mayoress after Mary Wallace, with the 
utmost courtesy. Gueri did the same to one of Ihe young 
ladies of Ihe house ; Annekc was led in by one of the young 
men ; and I look the remaining young lady, who, { pre- 
sumed, was also one of the family. It was very apparent 
we were respited ; and all of us thought it wisest to appear 
as much at our ease as possible, in order not to balk the 
huniour of the principal magistrate of the ancient town of 
Albany. 

To do Mr. Mayor justice, the lost lime had been so well 
improved by Doortje, that, on looking around the table, I 
thought the supper to which we were thus strangely invited, 
was, of the two, the best I had seen that evening. Luckily, 
game was plenty ; and, by means of quails, partridges, 
oysters, venison patlies, and other dishes of that sort, the 
cook had managed to send up quite as good a supper, at tea 
o'clock, as she had previously prepared for nine. 

1 will not pretend that I felt ijuite at my ease, as 1 took 
my seat at the table, for the second time that night. All the 
younger members of the party looked exceedingly grave, aa 
if they could very well dispense with our company] the old 
people alone appearing to enter into the scene with any 
spirit. Anneke did not even look at me, slier the first 
astounded look given on my entrance ; nor did Mary Wal- 
lace once cast her eyes towards Guert, when we reached 
the supper-room. Mr. Mayor, notwilhslanding, had deter- 
mined to lough off the affair; and heand Mr. Worden sooa 
became excellent friends, and began to converse freely and 
naturally. 

" Come, cousin Guert," cried Mr. Mayor, alter two or 
three glasses of Madeira had still further warmed his heart, 
** fill, and pladge me^-unlan you prafer to gin a lidy. Jt 
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Ibe laat, emrjbodj will driok to ber, with hearty good-will. 
You eat DOtbing, aod mual drialc the more." 

"AU I Mr. Mayor, 1 have toasted one lady, to-night, and 
cannot toast anoliier." 

" Not preseot company excepted, my boy 1" 

" No, sir, not even wkh that license. I pledge you, with 
all my heart, and thanli you, with all my beart, for this gene- 
roua treatmeol, aHer my own foolish frolic ; — but, you know 
bow it is, Mr. Mayor, with ua Albany youths, when our 
pride ia up, and a supper must bo had — " 

" Not I, Guert ; I know oolbiDg about it ; but should very 
well like to learn. How came you, in the first place, to 
take such a fancy to my cook's supper 1 Did you imagin* 
it better tban Van Brunt's cook could give youl" 

" The supper of Arent Van Brunt's cook has disappeared 
— ^one on the hill, I fancy, among the red-coata ; and, to 
own the truth, Mr. Mayor, it was yours, or nothing. I bad 
invited these gentlemen to pass the evening with us. One 
of our blacks happened to mention what was going on hers, 
and hospitality led us all astray. It was nothiag more, I do 
assure you, Mr. Mayor." 

'*And so your hospitable feelings mado your guests work 
(or their supper, by sending them to preach to old Doortje, 
while you were dishing up my ducks and gamel" 

" Your pardon, Mr. Mayor ; Doortje had dished-up, belbrs 
the went to lecture. Your cook is too well trained lo neg- 
lect her duty, even to hear a sermon by the Rev. Mr. Wor- 
den I But, these gentlemen were quite as much deceived as 
the old woman ; for, Ihey supposed we were after our own 
lost goods, and did not know that you dwelt here ; and were 
as much my dupes as old Doortje herself. Truth obliges me 
to own this much, in their justification." 

There was a general clearing up of countenances, at 
this frank avowal ; and I saw that AnQeke, herself, turned 
ber looks inquiringly upon the speaker, and sufiered a smile 
to relieve the extreme gravity of her sweet counicnance. 
From that moment, a very sensible change came over tiie 
feelings and deportment of the younger part of the company, 
and the conversation became easier and more natural. It 
was certainly much in our favour to have it known, we had 
not officiously and boyishly joined in a gr^uiloua attempt 
17 • 
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to rob and insult tbia parlicalar and uaofiending &mi1y, bol 
tluit Hr. Worden and I supposed we were simpl;' aiding ia 
getting back those things which properly beloaged to our 
hosts, and getting tbem back, too, in a manner of whicli Iba 
party we supposed we were acting against, would certainly 
have no right to complain, inasmuch aa they hod set tha 
example. Gucrt was encouraged to go on further with his 
explanations; which he did, in his own honest, candid 
manner, ezcutpatmg us, in efiect, from everything IhiI bdng 
« little too much disposed to waggery, for a minister of the 
church, and his pupil, who had just commenced his travels. 

Anneke's face brightened up, more and moi<e, as the ex- 
planations proceeded ; and, soon after they were ended, she 
turned to me in a very gracious manner, and inquired aAer 
my mother. Aa I sat directly opposite to her, and the table 
was narrow, we coutd converse without attracting much at- 
tention to ourselves ; Mr. Mayor and his other guests keep- 
ing up a round of reasonably noisy jokes, on the events of 
the evening, nearer the foot of the table. 

'* You find some customs in Albany, Mr. Liltlepage, that 
are not known to us, in New York," Anneke observed, 
alter a few preliminary remarks had opened the way to fur- 
ther communication. 

■' 1 scarce know, Miaa Anneke, whether you allude to 
what has occurred this evening, or to what occurred this 
afternoon T" 

" To both, I believe," answered Anoeke, smiling, though 
she coloured, as I thought, with a species of feminine vexa^ 
lion ; " for, certainly, one is no more a custom with us than 
the other." 

" I have been most unfortunate. Miss Mordauot, in the 
exhibitions I have made of myself in the course of the few 
hours I have passed in this, to nte, strange place. I am 
afraid you regard me as little more than an overgrown boy 
who has been permitted by his parents to leave home soooei 
than he ought." 

** This is your construction, and not mine, Mr. Little- 
page. 1 suppose you know — but, w« will talk of this in tho 
other room, or at some other time." 

I took the hint, and said no more on the subject whila at 
table. Mr. Mayor, I suppose in coDuderation of our bsviiig 
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mg, pecmited us lo leave the supper-room much earlier tbaa 
comnKn, aud the hour bdng late, the whole party broke up 
imniediately aflerwards. Before we separated, however, 
Herman Mordaunl approached me, in a friendly, free way, 
and iuviled me to come to his house at eight next morniug 
to breakfast, requesting the pleasure of Dirck's company at 
the same time; the invitatioa to the latter goiog through 
me. It is scarcely necessary to say how gladly I accept^, 
and how much I was relieved hy thia termination of an ad- 
veDture that, at one moment, menaced me with deep dis* 
grace. Had Mr. Mayor seen fit to pursue the ofiair of the 
abstraction of his first supper in a serious vein, although 
the legal consequences could not probably have amounted 
lo anything very grave, they might prove very ridiculous; 
and I have no doubt they would have brought about a very 
abrupt termination of my visit to the north. As it was, nay 
mind was vastly relieved, as 1 believe was the case aim 
with that of the Rev. Mr. Worden. 

" Corny," said that gentleman, after we had wished Guert 
good-night, and were well on our way to the inn again, 
** this second supper has helped aurprisingly lo digest tbs 
first. I doubt if our new acquaintance, beret will be likely 
to turn out very profitable to us." 

" Yet, sir, you appeared to take to h!m exceedingly, and 
I had thought you excellent friends." 

" I like the fellow well enough too; for he is hearty, and 
frank, and good-natured ; but there was some little policy in 
keeping on good terms with him. I'm afraid, Corny, I did 
not altogether consult the dignity of my holy office, thia 
morning, on the ice 1 It is exceedingly unbecoming in a 
clergyman, to be seen running in a public place like a school- 
boy, or a youngster contending in a match. I thought, 
moreover, I overheard one of those young Dutchmen call 
me the ' Loping Dominie ;' and so, taking altc^ther, it 
■truck me it would he wisest to keep on good terms with this 
Guert Ten Eyck." 

" I see your policy, sir, and it does not become me lo deny 
it. As for myself, I confess I like Guert surprisingly, and 
^all not give him up easily; though he has already got ma 
into two serious scrapes in the short Lime wo have been ao 
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quainted. He is a hearty, good-natured, thoDghtless yoong 
feUow ; who, Dutch man -like, when he does make an attempt 
to enjoy hfe, does it wiih all his heart," 

I then related the affair of the hand-sled to Mr. Worden, 
who gave me some of that sort of consolation, of which a 
man receives a great deal, as he elbows his way through 
this husy, selfish world. 

"Well, Corny," said my old master, " I am not certain 
you did not look more like a fool, as you rolled over from 
that sled, than 1 looked while ' loping' from our friends in 
the sleigh I" 

We both laughed as we entered the tavern ; I, to conceal 
ttie vexation I really felt, and Mr. Worden, as I presume, 
because he was flattered with the belief that I must have 
Appeared quite as ridiculous as himself- 

Next morning I proceeded to Herman Hordaunt'a resi- 
dence at the earliest hour the rules of society would allow. 
I found the family established in one of those Dutch edifices, 
of which Albany was mainly composed, and which stood a 
little removed from the street — having a tiny yard in front, 
with the tloop in the gable, and that gable towarda the yard. 
The battlement- walls of this house diminished towards the 
high apex of a very steep roof by steps, as we are all bo 
much accustomed lo see, and the whole was surmounted by 
an iron weathercock, that was perched on a rod of some 
elevation. It was oiwnys a matter of importance with ihe 
Dutch to know which way the wind blew; nor did it com- 
port with their habits of minute accuracy, to trust to the 
usual indications of the feeling on the shin, the bending of 
branches, the flying of clouds, or the driving of smoke ; but 
they must and would have the certainty of a machine, that 
was constructed expressly to let them know the fact. Smoke 
might err, but a weathercock would not ! 

No one was in the little parlour into which I was shown 
by the servant who admitted me to the house, and in whom 
J recognised Herman Mordaunt's principal male attendant, 
of the household in New York. How pleasantly did that 
little room appear lo me, in the minute or. two that I was 
left in it alone. There lay the very shawl that Anneke had 
on, the day I met her in the Pinkster Field ; and a pair of 
gloves that it seemed to me no other hands but hers wen 
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mall enough to wear, had beea thrown on the shawl, car^ 
lessly, as one casta aside a thing of that sort, in a hurry. 
A dozen other articles were put here atid there, that denoted 
the habits and presence of females of refinement. But th» 
gloves most attracted my attention, and I must needs rise 
and examine them. It is true, these gloves might belong to 
Mary Wullace, for she, too, had a pretty liiile hand, but I 
Jaocied they belonged to Anneke. Under this impression, 
I raised Ihem to my lips, and was actually pressing them 
there, with a good deal of romantic feeling, when a light 
footstep in the room told mo I was not alone. Dropping the 
gloves, I turned and beheld Anneke herself. She was re- 
garding me with an expression of countenance I did not then 
know how to interpret, and which I now hardly know how 
to describe. In the first place, her charming countenance 
was Bufiused with blushes, while her eyes were filled with an 
expression of softened interest, that caused my heart to beat 
BO violently, that I did not know but it would escape by the 
channel of the throat. How near I was to declaring ail I 
felt, at that moment; of throwing myself at the feet of the 
dear, dear creature, and of avowing how much and eogross- 
iogly she had filled both my waking and sleeping thoughts 
during the last year, and of beseeching her to bless the re- 
mainder of my days, by becoming my wife ! Nothing pre- 
vented this sally, but the remark which Anneke made, 
the instant she had gracefully curtsied, in return to my 
confused and awkward bow, and which happened to be this ; 

" What do you find so much to admire in Miss Wallace's 
gloves?" asked the wilful girl, biting her lip, as I fancied, 
to suppress a smile, though her cheeks were still suffused, 
and her eyes continued to give forth that indescribable ex- 
pression of bewitching soilness. " II is a pair my father 
presented to her, and she wore them last evening in com- 
pliment to him." 

" I beg pardon, Miss Mordaunt — Miss Anneke — that is — 
I beg pardon. Is there not a very delightful odour about 
those gloves — that is, I was thinking so, and was endea- 
vouring to ascertain what it might bo by the scent." 

" It must be the lavender with which we young ladies are 
BO coquettish as to sprinkle our gloves and handkerchiefs— 
in it may be rau^. Harv is m&ar fond of iniuk, thaugn 
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I prefer laveoder. But what an eveaing we had, Mr. Liti 
tlepagel and what aa introduction you have had to Albany. 
and most of all, what a master of ceremoniea 1" 

" Do you then dislike Guert Ten Eyck as an acquaint* 
aoce. Miss Annekel" 

" Far from it. It is quite impossible to dUlike Guert j 
he is so manly ; so ready to admit his own weaknesses ; so 
sincere in all he does and says ; so good natured ; and, in 
short, so much that, were one his sister, she might wish him 
to be, and yet so much that a sister must regret." 

" I thought last evening that all the ladies fell an interest 
in him, notwithstanding the numberless wild and ill-judged 
things he does. Is he not a favourite with Miss Wallace?" 

The quick, sensitive glance that Anneke gave me, said 
plainly enough that my question was indiscreet, and it was no 
sooner put than it was regretted. A shadow passed athwart 
the sweet face of my companion, and a moment of deep, 
and, as I fancied, of painful thought succeeded. Then a 
light broke over all, a smile illumined her features, after 
which a light girlish laugh came to show how active were 
the agents withiu, and how strong was the native tendency 
to happiness and humour. 

" After all. Corny Littiepage," said Anneke, turning her 
face towards me with an indescribable character of fun and 
leeling so blended in it, as fairly to puzzle me, " you must 
admit that your exploit in the hand-sled was sufficiently 
ridiculous to last a young man for some time I" 

" I confess it all, Anneke, and shall have a care how I 
turn boy again in a strange place. I am rejoiced to find, 
however, that you look upon the foolish affair of Ihe slide 
as more grave than that of the supper, which I was fearful 
might involve me !□ serious disgrace." 

" Neither is very serious, Mr. Littiepage, though the last 
might have proved awkward, had not Ihe Mayor known tho 
ways of the young men of the town. They say, however, 
that nothing so bold has ever before been attempted in that 
way, in Albany, great as are the liberties that are oflea 
taken with the neighbours' hen-coops." 

And she laughed, and this time it was naturally, and 
without the least restraint. 

" I hope you will Dot think it shabby in tns, if I seem to 
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wiah (o throw all the bisme od (his harum-scarum Guert 
TcnByck. He drew me into both afTairs, and into the iaat, 
in a great measure, inaocenlly and ignorantly." 

" So it is understood, and so it would be understood, the 
moment Guerl Ten Eyck was Jbund (o be coimected with 
the affair at all," 

"I may hope, then, lo be forgiven, Annekel" 1 said, 
holdiog out a hand to invite her to accept it its a pledge of 

Anneke did not prudishly decline putting lier owd little 
hand in miae, though I got only the ends of two or three 
slender delicate fingers ; and her colour increased as she 
bestowed this grace. 

" You must ask forgiveness, Corny," she answered, — 1 
believe she now used this familiar name simply to show 
how completely she had forgotten the little spleen she had 
certainly felt at my untoward exhibition in the street. — 
" You must ask forgiveness of those who possess the right 
to pardon. If Cbrny Liltlepage chooses to slide down hill, 
like B boy, what right has Anneke Mordaunt to say him 

" Every right in the worid — the right of friendship — the 
right of « superior mind, of superior manaers — the right 
that my " 

" Hush I — that is Air. Bulstrode's footstep in the passage, 
and be will eat understand this discussion on the subject of 
my manifold rights. It lakes him some time, however, to 
throw aside bis overcoats, and furs, and sword ; and I will 
just tell you that Guert Ten Eyck is a dangerous master of 
ceremonies for Corny Littlepage." 

" Yet, he has sense enough, feeling enough, heart enough 
to admire and love Mary Wallace." 

" Has he told you this, so soon I But, I need not ask, aa 
he tells his love to every one who will listen." 

" And to Miss Wallace herself, 1 trust, ainong the num- 
ber. The man who loves, and loves truly, should not long 
permit its object lo remain in any doubt of his feelings and 
inlentions. It has ever appeared to me, Miss Mordaunt, as 
a most base and dastardly feeling in a man to wish to ba 
certain of a woman's returning his love, before he has the 
manliness to let his mistress understand bis wishes. How 
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is a sensitive female to knov when she is safe ia yielding 
her aficctioDs, without this frankness on the part of her 
suitor? I'll answer for it that Guert Ten Eyck has dealt 
thus honeslly and frankly with Mary Wallace." 

" That is a merit which cannot be denied him," answered 
Anneke, in a low, thoughtful tone of voice, " Mary has 
heard this from his own mouth, again and again. Even 
my presence has been no obstacle to his declarations, for 
three times have I heard him beg Mary (o consider him as 
a suitor for her hand, and entreat her not to decide on his 
offer until he has had a longer opportunily to win lier 

"And this you will admit, Miss Mordaunl, is to his credit; 
is manly, and like himself?" 

" It is certainly frank and honourable, Mr. Littlepage, 
since it enables Miss Wallace to understand the object of 
his allenliona, and leaves nothing to doubt, or uncertainty." 

" 1 am glad you approve of such fair and frank proceed- 
ings ; — though but a moment remains to say what I wish, 
it will suffice to add, that the course Guert Ten Eyck has 
.aken towards Mary Wallace, Cornelius Littlepage would 
wish to pursue towards Anneke Mordaunt." 

Anneke started, turned pale; then showed cheeks that 
were suffused with blushes, and looked at me with timid 
surprise. She made no answer ; though that earnest, yet 
timid gaze, long remained, and for that matter, still remains, 
vividly impressed upon my recollection. It seemed to ex. 
press astonishmeDl, startled sensibility, feminine basbful- 
ness, and maiden coyness; but it did not appear to me that 
It expressed displeasure. There was no time, however, to 
ask for explanations, since the voices of Herman Mordaunt 
and Bulstrode were now heard at the very door, and, at tho 
next instant, both entered the room. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



BouTRODE seemed happy lo meet me, complBiDing that 
[ had quite forgotten the satisfaction with which all New 
York, agreeably to his account of the matter, had received 
me the past spriog. Of course, I thanked him for his civi- 
lity; and we soon became as good friends as formerly. In 
K minute or two, Mary Wallace joined us, and we all re- 

Siired to the break fast-table, where we were soon joined by 
irck, who had been detained by some afiajrs of his own. 
Herman Mordaunt and Bulslrode had the conversation 
principally to themselves for the first few minutes. Mary 
Wallace was habitually silent ; but Anneke, without being 
loquacious, was sufficiently disposed to converse. This 
morning, however, she said little beyond what the civilities 
of the table required from the mbtress of the house, and 
that little in as few words as possible. Once or twice I 
could not help remarking that her hand remained on the 
handle of a richly-chased tea-pot, after thai band had per- 
formed lis office ; aftd that her sweet, deep blue eye was 
fixed on vacancy, or on some object before her with a va- 
cant regard, in the manner of one that thought intensely. 
Elach time as she recovered from these little reverUt, a 
slight flush appeared on her face, and she seemed anxious 
to conceal the involuntary abstraction. This absence of 
mind continued until Qulstrode, who had been talking with 
our host on the subject of Ibe movements of the army, sud- 
denly directed his discourse to me, 

" I hope we owe this visit to Albany," he said, « to aa 
intention on your part, Mr, Littlopage, to make one among 
us in the next campaign. I hear of many gentlemen of the 
colonies who intend to accompany ui in our much to 
Quebec." 
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" That is somewhat rarther than I had thought of going, 
Mr. Bulstrode," was my answer, " iaasmuch as I hava 
never supposed the king's forces contemplated quite so dis< 
tan[ a march. It is Ihe intention of Mr. Follock and my- 
self to get permission to attach ourselves to some regiment, 
and to go forward as far as Ticonderoga, a( least ; for w« 
do not like the idea of the French holding a post like that, 
BO far within the limits of our own province." 

" Bravely said, air ; and I trust I shall be permitted to bo 

of some assistance when the time comes to settle details. 

Out mess would always be happy to see jrou; and you 

I know that I am at its head, since the Lt. Colonel has left 

us." 

I returned my thanks, and the discourse took another 
directioD. 

" 1 met Harris, as I was walking hither this morning," 
Bulstrodc continued, " and he gave me, in his confused Irish 
way — for I insist he is Irish, although he was born in Lon- 
don — but he gave me a somewhat queer account of a supper 
he was at last night, which he said had been borne off by a 
foraging party of young Albanians, and brought into the bar- 
racks, as a treat to some of our gentlemen. This was bad 
enough, though they tell me a Dutchman always pardons 
such a frolic; but Harris makes the matter much worse, 
by adding that the supperless party indemnified itself by 
making an attack on the kitchen of Mr, Mayor, and carry- 
ing ofi* his ducks and partridges, in a way to leave him 
without even a potatoe I" « 

I felt that my face was as red as scarlet, and I fancied 
everybody was looking at me, while Herman Mordaunt 
took on himself the office of making a reply. 

" The story does not lose in travelling, as a matter of 
course," answered our host, " though it is true in the main. 
We all supped with Mr. Cuyler last evening, and know that 
he bad much more than a potatoe on the table." 

« All I— What, the ladies 1" 

" Even to the ladies — and Mr. Littlepape in the bargain,' 
returned Herman Mordaunt, casting a glance at me, and 
•miling. " Each and all of us will testily he not only had 
B plenty of supper, hut that which was good." 

" I see b]' (he general smile," cried Buistrode, " that ther* 
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u K taut entttidu here, and shall inaisi oa being Bdmittod 
to the secrel." 

Herman Mordaunt now lold the whole story, not being 
particularly careful to conceal the mora ludicrous parts, 
dwelling with some emphasis on ihe lecture Mr. Worden 
had delivered to Doorije, and appealing to me to know who- 
ther I did not think it excellent, Bulatrode laughed, of 
course ; though I fancied both the young ladies wished no> 
thing bad been said on the subject. Anneke even attempted, 
once or twice, to divert her father from certain commenla 
that he made, in which he spoke rather lightly of such sort 
of amusements, in general. 

" That Guert Ten Eyck is a character!" excleimed Bul- 
Btrode, " and one I am sometimes at a loss to comprehend. 
A more manly-looking, fine, bold young fellow, I do not 
know ; and he is often as manly and imposing in his opin- 
ions and judgments, as he is to the eye ; while, at times, he 
b almost childish in his tastes and propensities. How do 
you account for this, Miss Anneke 1" 

" Simply, that nature intended Guert Ten Eyck for better 
things than accident and education, or the want of educa- 
tion, have enabled him to become. Had Guert Ten Eyck 
been educated at Oxford, he would have been a very different 
man from what he is. If a man has only the instruction 
of a boy, he will long remain a boy." 

I was surprised at the boldness anddecisionoflhia opinion, 
for it was not Anneke's practice to be so open in delivering 
her sentimeDts of others ; but, it was not long ere I disco- 
vered that she did not spare Guert, in the presence of her 
friend, from a deep conviction he was not worthy of the 
hold he was sensibly gaining on the feelings of Mary Wal- . 
lace. Herman Mordaunt, as I fancied, favoured his daugh- 
ter's views in this behalf; and there was soon occasion to 
observe that poor Guert had no othe; «ily, in that family, 
than the one his handsome, manly person, open disposition, 
and uncommon frankness had created in his mistress's own 
bosom. There was certainly a charm in Guert's habitual 
manner of underrating himself, that inclined all who heard 
him to his side ; and, for myself, I will confess I early bft- 
came bis friend in all that matter, and so continued to the 
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Bulstrode and I left the house together, walliing arm and 
arm to his quarters, leaving Dirck with the ladies. 

" This is a charming family," said my companion, as m 
leH the door i " and 1 Teel proud of being able to claim sonw 
affinity to it, though it is not so near as I trust it may odb 
day become." 

I started, almost twitching my arm away from that of ihs 
Major's, turning half round, at the same instant, to look him 
in the face. Bulstrode smiled, but preserved his own aelA 
possession, in the stoical manner common to men of fashion 
and easy manners, pursuing the discourse. 

" I see that my frankness has occasioned you some liltla 
anrprise," he added ; " but the truth is the truth i and I bold 
it to be unmanly for a gentleman who has made up his mind 
to become the suitor of a lady, to make any secret of hit 
intentions; — is not that your own way of thinking, Hr. 
Littlepagel" 

" Certainly, as respects the lady ; and possibly, as respecti 
her faniLly ; but not as respects alt the world," 

" I take your diatinclion, which may be a good one, in 
ordiDary cases; though, in the instance of Anneke Mordaun^ 
it may be merciful to let wandering young men, like your- 
aeif. Corny, comprehend the real stale of the case. I very 
well understand your own particular relation to the family 
of the Mordaunts; but others may approach it with dilTermt 
and more interested views." 

" Am I to understand, Mr. Bulstrode, that Miss Mordaunt 
if your betrothed )" 

" Oh 1 by no means ; for she has not yet made up her 
mind to accept me. You are to understand, however, that 
I have proposed to Herman Mordsunl, with my father's 
knowledge and approbation, and that the affair is tn petto. 
You can judge for yourself of the probable termination, 
being a better judge, as a looker-on, than I, as a party in- 
terested, of Anneke's manner of viewing my suit. 

'■You will remember I have not seen you together thcae 
ten months, until this morning; and I presume you do not 
vish me to suppose you have been waiting all that time for 
■n answer," 

' "As I consider you an ami de famiUe, Corny, then ia 
no reaaon why there ahould not be • fiur ■lalemoit of thiaft 
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Utd before you, for that afiair of the lion will ever render 
you hair a Mordaunt, yourself. I had proposed to Anneke, 
M'heD you first saw me, and got the usual iady-liice answer 
that Ihe dear creature was too young to think of contraclinff 
herself, which was certainly truer then than now; that 1 
had friends at home who ought to be consulted, that time 
must be given, or Ibe answer would neceasarily be ' no,* 
and all the usual substance of such replies, ia the prelimi- 
nary state of a negolialion." 
"And there (he matter has stood ever since?" 
" By no means, my dear fellow j as far from that as pos- 
sible. I heard Herman Mordaunt, for he did most of (he 
talking on that side, with the patience of a saint, observed 
how proper it all was, and staled my intention to lay every 
thing before my father, and then advance to the assault 
Boew, reinforced by his consent, and authority to ofier set- 
tlements." 

" All of which you got, by return of vessel, on writing 
bomeT" I added, unable la imagine how any man could 
hesitate about receiving Anneke Mordaunt for a daughler- 

" Why, not exactly by return of vessel, though Sir Harry 
is much too well-bred to neglect answering a letter, I never 
knew him to do such a thing in his life ; no, not when I 
have pushed him a litlle closely on the subject of my allow. 
ance having been out before the quarter was up, as wilt 
sometimes happen at college, you know. Corny. To tell 
you the truth, ray dear boy, Sir Harry's consent did rtot 
come by return of vessel, though an answer did. It is a 
eonfouoded distaacB across the Atlantic, and it takes time 
to argue a question, when the parties are 'a thousand 
leagues asunder.' " 

" Argue ! — What argument could be required to convince 
Sir Harry Bulstrode of the propriety of your getting Aa- 
oeke Mordaunt for a wile, if you could }" 

" Quite plain and sincere, upon my honour ! — But, I love 
you for the simplicity of your character. Corny, and so 
ftfaall view all- favourably. If I could I Well, we shall 
know ol the end of the approaching campaign, when yoo 
«nd I come back from our trip to Quebec" 
18« 
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" You have not answered ray question, in Ihe'meaii tiau^ 
ooncerniag Sir Harry Bulstrode." 

" I b^ Sir Harry's and your pardon. What argument 
could be required to convince my falher? — Why, you hava 
nevet been at home, Litilepage, and cannot easily under- 
stand, therefore, what the feeling is precisely in relation ^o 
the colonies — much depends on that, you know." 

" I trust the mother lovea her children, as I am certain 
the children love their mother." 

" Yes, you are all loyal ; — I will say that for you, though 
Albany is not exactly Bath, or New York, Westminster. I 
suppose you know, Liltlepage, that the church upon the 
bill, yonder, which is called St, Peter's, though a very good 
church, and a very respectable church, with a very reputa- 
ble congregation, is not exactly Westminster Abbey, or even 
St. James's V 

" I believe I understand you, sir ; and so Sir Harry proved 
.obstinate T" 

" As the devil ! — It took no less than three letters, the 
last of which was pretty bold, to get him round, which I did 
at last, and his consent, in due form, has been handed in to 
Herman Mordaunt. I contended, with some advantages in 
the affair, or I never should have prevailed. But, you will 
see how it was. Sir Harry is gouty and asthmatic both, 
and no great things of a life, at the best, and every acre he 
has on earth is entailed, just making the whole thing a ques- 
tion of time." 

" All of which you communicated, of course, to Anneke 
and Herman Mordaunt 1" 

" If I did I'll be hanged ! No, no ; Master Corny, I am 
not so green as that would imply. You provincials are as 
thin-skinned as raiions de Fontainbleav, and are not to be 
touched so rudely. I do not believe Anneke would marry 
ihe Duke of Norfolk himself, if the family raised the leasl 
scruple about receiving her." 

" And would not Anneke be right, in acting under so re- 
q)ectable a feeling?" 

" Why, you know she would only marry the duke, and 
not his mother, and aunts, and uncles. I cannot see the 
necessity of a young woman's making herself uncomforta- 
bie on that account. But, we have not come to that yet 
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for I would wish you to understand, Liltlepage, th&t I am 
not accepted, No, no I justice to Anoeke demands that I 
should say thia much. She knows of Sir Harry's consent, 
however, and that is a good deal in my favour, you must 
allow. I suppose her great objection will be to quitting tier 
lather, who has uo other child, and on him it will bear a 
little hard ; and, then, it is likely she will say somelhing about 
a change of country, for you Americans are all great stick- 
lers for living in your own region." 

" I do not see how you can justly accuse us of that, since 
it is universally admitted among us that everything is bet- 
ter at home than it is in the colonies." 

" I really think. Corny," rejoined Bulstrode, smiling good- 
naturedly, " were you to pay the old island a visit, now, 
you yourself would confess that some things arv." 

" I to visit ! — I am at a loss to imagine why I am named 
as one disposed to deny it. Had it been Guert Ten Hyck, 
now, or even Dirck Follock, one might imagine such ft 
dung; but I, who come from English blood, and who have 
IID £ng]ish-born grandfather, at this moment, alive and well 
at Satanstne, am not to be included among (he disatfected 
to England." 

Bulstrode pressed my arm, and his conversation took a 
more confidential air, as it proceeded. " I believe you are 
right, Corny," he said ; " the colony is loyal enough, Hea- 
ven knows; yet I find these Dutch look on us red-coats more 
coldly than the people of English blood, below. Should it 
be ascribed to the phlegm of iheir manners, or to some an- 
cient grudge connected with the conquest of their ciiiony V 

" Hardly the last, I should think, since the colony was 
traded away, under the final arrangement, in ejichange for 
a possession the Dutch now hold in Souih America. There 
ia nothing strange, however, in the descendants of the peo- 
ple of Holland preferring the Dutch to the English." 

" I assure you, Littiepage, the coldness with which we are 
r^arded by the Albanians has been spoken of among us; 
though most of the leading families treat us well, and aid US 
all they can. They should remember that we are here to 
fi^ht their battles, and to prevent the French from overrun- 
niiig them." 

"To that Ihey would probably answer that the Fnnob 
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would ROt molest them, but for tbdr quarrd with Ei^tsiKL 
Here we musl part, Mr. Bulstrode, as ] have busiaess to 
xtleDd to, I will add oae word, however, before we separate, 
&nd that is, that Kiog George II. has Dot more loyal subjects 
ia his dominioDs, ibaa those who dwell in his American pro* 

Bulstrode smiled, nodded ia assent, wared bis hand, and 
we parted. 

I had plenty of occupatJoD Tor the remainder of that dajr. 
Yaap arrived with his ' brigade of sleighs' about noon, and 
I went in search of Guert, in whose company I repaired 
ODce more to the office of the contractor. Horses, harness, 
sleighs, provisions and all were taken at high prices, and I 
was paid for the whole in Spanish gojd ; joes and half-joes 
being quite aa much in use among us in that day as the 
coin of the realm. Spanish silver has always formed our 
smaller currency, such a thing as an English shilling, or a 
•ixpence, being quite a stranger among us. Pieces of 
eight, or doUars, are our commonest coin, it is true, but wo 
make good use of the half-joo in all heavy transactions. I 
bare seen two or three Bank of England notes in my da)^ 
but they are of very rare occurrence in the colonies. Ther* 
have been colony bills among us, but they are not lavourites, 
most of our transactions being carried on by means of the 
Spanish gold and Spanish stiver, that find their way up from 
the islands and the Spanish main. The war of which I am 
DOW writing, however, brought a great many guineas among 
us, most of the troops being paid in that species of coin ; 
hut the contractors, in genera!, found it easier lo cfunmand 
the half-joe than ihe guinea. Of the former, when all our 
sales were made, Dirck and myself had, between us, no 
less than one hundred and eleven, or eight hundred and 
eighfy-eight dollars in value. 

I found Guert just as ready and just as friendly on this 
occasion, as he had been on the previous day. Not only 
were all our effpcts disposed of, but ail our negroes were 
hired lo the army for the campaign, Yaap excepted. The 
boys went otT with their teams towards the north that same 
aDernoon, in high spirits, as ready for a frolic as any 
white youths in tho colony. I permitted Yaap to go oo 
vitfa bu sleigh, to be absent for a few dajn, but he wa> to 
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ntani and jmn us berore wb proceed td ia quest of the 
'Patent,' afler the breaking up of the winter. 

It was late in the afternoon before everything was settled, 
when Guert invited me lo take & turn with him on the 
river ia bis own sleigh. By this lime I had ascertained that 
my new friend was a young man of very handsome properly, 
without father or mother, and that he hved in oa good style 
as was common for the simple habita of those around him. 
Our principal families in New York were somewhat remark- 
able for the abuodoDce of their plate, table-iinen, and oliter 
bousuhold ejects of the latter character, while here and 
there one was to be found that possessed some good pictures. 
The latter, I have reason to think, however, were rare, 
though occasionally the work of a master did find its way 
to America, particularly from Holland and Flanders. Guert 
kept bachelor's hall, in a respectable house, that had its 
gable to the street, as usual, and which was of no great 
size ; but everything about it proved that his old black 
housekeeper had been trained under a rfgime of*lhorough 
neatnesa ; for that matter, everything around Albany wore 
the appearance of being periodically scoured. The streets 
themselves could not undergo that process with snow on Ihe 
ground ; but once beneath a roof, and everything that had 
the character of dirt was banished. In this particular 
Guert'a bachelor residence was as faultless as if it had a 
miatreas at its head, and that mistress were Mary Wallace. 

" if abe ever consent lo have me," said Guert, actually 
Rgbing as he spoke, and glancing his eyes round the very 
pretty little parlour I had just been praising, on the occa- 
•icMi of the visit I first made to his residence that aiternoon ; 
"if ■she ever consent to have me, Corny, I shall have to 
build a new house. This is now a hundred years old, and 
though it was thought a great affair in its day, it is not half 
good enough for Mary Wallace. My dear fellow, how I 
enry you that invitation to breakfast this morning I what a 
lavourite you must be with Herman Mordaunt I" 

" We are very good friends, Guert,"— for, with the free- 
dom of our colonv manners, we had already dropped into 
the femiliarity of calling each other ' Corny' and ' Guert' — 
" we are very good friends, Guert," I answered, « and, I 
Ane MaM nuoa to think, Herman Moidaant doM Dot diB> 
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tike me. It was in my power to be of ft trifling service to 
Miss Anneke, last apriog, and the wbole family is disposed 
to remember it." 

" So I csn see, ot a glance ; even Anneke remembers it. 
I have heard the whole slory from Mary Wallace ; it wai 
about ft lion, I would give half of what I am worth, to sea 
Mary Wallace in the paws of a lion, or any other wild beast j 
just lo let her see that Guert Ten Eyck has a heart, as well 
Bs Corny Littlepage. But, Corny my boy, there is one 
thing you must do; you are in such favour, that it will be 
easy for you to efibct it ; though I might try in vain, for 
ever." 

" I will do anything that is proper, to oblige you, Guert , 
for you have a. claim on me for servicea rendered by your- 
self." 

"Pshaw I — Say nothing of such matters; I am never 
happier than when buying or selling a horse; and, in help- 
ing you to gel off your old cattle, why, I did (he King no 
harm, and you some good. But, it was about horses 1 was 
thinking. You must know, Littlepage, there is not a young 
man, or an old man, within twenty milea of Albany, that 
drives such a pair, of beasts as myself." 

" You surely do not wish me lo sell these horses to Mary 
Wallace, Guert !" I rejoined, laughing. 

*'Ay, my lad ; and this house, and the old farm, and two 
or three stores along the river ; and all I have, provided 
you can sell me with them. As the ladies have no present 
use for horses, however, Herman Mordauot having brought 
up with him a very good pair, that came near running over 

rou and me, Corny; so there is no need of any sale ; bnt 
thould like to drive Mary and Anneke a turn of a few 
miles, with that team of mine, and in my own sleigh I" 

" That cannot prove such a difficult affair ; young ladies, 
ordinarily, consenting readily enough to be diverted with a 
sleigh •ride." 

*' The off-one carries himself more like a colonel, at the 
head of his regiment, than like an ignorant horse I" 

" I will propose the matter to llermaD Mordatmt, or to 
Anneke, herself, if you desire it." 

"And the near-one baa the movement of a lady m a n^ 
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BDet, when yoD rein him in & little. I drove those cattle, 
Corny, across the pine-iilains, to Schenectady, id one hour 
xad twen[y-si.\ minutes ; — sixteen miles, as the crow flte»— 
and nearer sixty, if you follow all the turnings of the fifty 
' roads." 

" Well, what am I to do T tell this to the ladies, or beg 
them lo name a dayl" 

" Name a day I — I wish it had come lo that, Corny, with 
my whole soul. They are two beauties!" 

" Yes, I think everybody wiil admit that," I answered in- 
nooently j " yet, very different in their charms," 

■< Oh I not a bit more alike than is just necessary for a 
good match. 1 call one Jack, and (he other Moses. I never 
£new an animal that was named ' Jack,' who would not do 
his work. I would give a great deal, Corny, that Mary 
Wallace could see that horse move !" 

I promised Guert that 1 would use all my influence with 
the ladies, to induce them to trust themselves with his team ; 
and, in order that I might speak with authority, the sleigh 
was ordered round to the door forthwith, with a view first to 
take a turn with me. The winter equipage of Guert Ten 
£yck was really a tasteful and knowing thiog. I had oAen 
seen handsomer sleighs, in the way of paint, varnish, topa 
and mouldings ; for to these he appeared to pay very little 
attention. The points on which its owner most valued his 
sleigh, was the admirahle manner in which it rested on its 
runners — pressing lightly both behind and before. Then 
the traces vrere nearer on a level with the horses, than was 
common; though not so high as to affect the drall. The 
colour, without, was a sky-blue; a favourite Dutch tint; 
while within, it was fiery-red. The skins were very ample; 
all coming from the grey wolf. As these skins were lined 
with scarlet cloth, the effect of the whole was sufficiently 
cheering and warm. I ought not to forget the bells. la 
addition to (he four sets buckled to the harness, the usual 
accompaniment of every sort of sleigh- harness, Guert had 
provided two enormous strings (always leathern straps), that 
passed from the saddles quite down under the bodies of Jack 
■nd Mosea ; and another string around each horse's neck ; 
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tbua iccreasing tbe jingliog music at bis maidi, at IraK 

fourfold beyond the uaunl quantity.* 

Id this style, then, we daabed rrom the door of tbe <^d 
Ten Eyck-house; all tbe blacks Id the street gazing at us ia 
delight, and shaking their sides with laughter — a uegro al> 
ways expressiag his admiralion of anythiog, even to s ser< 
tnon, in that mode. I remember to have heard a traveller 
who had been as far as Niagara, declare that his black did 
nothing but roar with laughter, the first hair-hour he stood 
confronted with that mighty cataract. 

Nor did the blacks alone slop to admire Guert Ten Eyck, 
his sleigh and his horses. All the young men in tbe place 
paid Guert this homage, Ibr he was uuaaimously admitted 
lo be the best whip, and tbe best judge of horse-flesh, in 
Albany; that ia, the heat judge for hia years. Several 
young wonien who were out in sleighs, looked behind them, 
as we passed, proving that the admiration extended even to 
the other sex. All this Guert felt and saw, and its efiect 
was very viuble in his manner as he stood guiding hia 

*Aa it ii poasible this book m>.y piuB into UiBhuidB of others than 
AmericBUB, it may be nell to say tbBt n aleig-h-belt ia a Bmalt hollow ball, 
made of belLmelal, havinif n hole in it thai pauei rooad half of its cir- 
onmlerenoe, and containing a Bmall lolid hnll, of a aiie not to esc&pe. 
These EMlliare favtsned to leathern itrapa, which commonly pass mnBd 
IbeneckBoftheboTBea. InthetimeofGuertTenEyck, uioataftbebeUa 
were ottacbcd lo amall plates, [hat were huckled to varioua parts of 

Mr. Litllepagfl eridentlj vriahea his readers to underataod that hia 
&i«id, Ten JEjck, was too knowing to have recoorae to the practise. 
Eren the straps are coming into disuse, the opinion beginning to 
obtain that slci^b.bells are a nuisance, instead of an advantage. 
Twenty years since, the laws of most large towns rendered them 
neeessary, under the pretencs of preienting aecidenls by apprising 
(he footman of the approach of a sleigh ; tnit more horses are now 
driTen, in the stale of New York, without than with bells, in winter. 
" Sleigh," as spelt, is purely an American word. It ia derived from 
"sleo," in Dutch; which is pronounced like "sleigh." Some person* 
contend that the Americans ought to use (he old English words 
"sled," or "sledge," But these words do not precisely express tii« 
things we possess. There is as much reanja for Calling- a pleasDie. 
eonvcyance by a name different from " sled," as there is fbr sayiof 
" co«eh" instead or"wagiin." "Sleigb" will become English, era 
long, as it IB now American, Twenty millions of people not onlv 
can make a word, but thej can moke a langttage, if it be Deeded^,— 
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iprilfld |Mur, wnid the woodaMii tnat ulill ciowded lbs 
mainstnet. 

Our Toule lay towards the larse flats, that oxtend for 
miles alone the west ahoie of the Hudson, to the north of 
Albany. This was the road usually taken by the young 
people of the place, in their evening alelgb-rid^ ; not a few 
of the better class stopping to pay their respects to Madame 
Schuyler, a widow bom of the same family as that into 
which she had married, and who, from her character, con- 
nections and fortune, filled a high place in the so<^ circle 
of the vicinity. Guert knew this lady, and proposed that I 
should call and pay my respects to her — a tribute riis wu 
accustomed to receive from most strangers of respectability. 
Thither, then, we drove as fast as my companion's blacks 
could carry us. The distance was only a few miles, and 
we were soon dashing tbroogh the open gate, into what 
must have been a very pretty, though an inartificial, lawn, 
in the summer. 

" By Jove, we are in luck 1" cried Guert, the moment his 
eyes got a view of the stables : *' Yonder is Herman Hnr- 
daunt's sleigh, and we shall find the ladks here!" 

Alt this turned out as Guert had announced. Anneke 
and Mary Wallace had dined with Madame Schuyler, and 
their coats and shawls had just been brought to them, pre- 
paratory to returning home, as we entered. I had heard so 
much of Madame Sdiuyler as not to approach this respect- 
able person without awe, and I had no eyes at first for her 
companions. I was wdl received by the mistress of the 
house, a woman of so large a size as to rise from her chair 
with great difficulty, but whose countenance expressed 
equally intelligence, principles, refinement and benevolence. 
She no sooner heard the name of Littlepage, than she threw 
a meaning glance towards the young female friends, mine 
following and perceiving Anneke colouring highly, and 
[ookiag a little distressed. As for Mary Wallace she ap 
peared to me then, as I fancied was usually the case when- 
ever Guert Ten Eyck approached her, to be struggling with 
a species of melancholy pleasure. 

" It is unnecessary for me to hear your mother's name, 
Mr. Littlepage," said Madam Schuyler, eztendiig a hand, 
I knew her qs a young woman. In Ia* luune yon 



" since I knew her qs a young n 
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ue welcome; as, indeed, ¥o»i woqW be in yoiw own, mlkf 

the all-imporlant MrvK*» i iKur yiXi liave wodored my 
sweet young friend, hero." 

I could oniy bow, and express my thanks ; but it is uo. 
necessary to say how grateful to me was praise of this sort, 
coming, as I knew it must, from Anneke iu the &nt instanoe. 
Still, I could hardly refrain from laughing at Guert, who 
shrugged his shoulders, and turned towards me with a look 
that repealed his ludicrous regrets he could not see Mar; 
Wallace in a lion's paws I 'Die conversation then took the 
iMO&I turn, and I got dh opportunity of speaking to the 
yonng ladies. 

After the character I had heard of Madam Schoyler, ] 
was a good deal surprised to find that Goert was aoroewbat 
of a fiivouiite. But even the most intellectual and refined 
women, I have since had occasi(») to learn, feel a disposition 
to judge handsome, manly, frank, flighty fellows like my 
new acquaintance, somewhat leniently. With oil his levity, 
and his dispoaition to run into the excesses of animal spirits, 
thera was that about Guert which rendered it difficult to 
despise him. The courage of a lion was in his eye, and hia 
front and bearing were precisely those that are particularly 
attractive to women. To these advantages were added a 
seeming uncoosciouaness of his superiority to most around 
him, in the way of looks, and a humility of spirit that 
caused him oflen to deplore his deficiencies in those accom- 
plishments which characterize the man of study and of in- 
tellectual activity. It was only among the hardy, active, 
and reckless, that Guert manifested the least ambititm to ho 

"Do you still drive those spirited blacks, Guert," de- 
manded Madam Schuyler, in a gentle, a^ble way, that ii»- 
clioed her to adapt her discourse to the tastes of those she 
might happen to be with ; " those, I mean, which you por^ 
chased in the autumn f 

"You may be certain of that, aunt,"— every one who 
could claim the roost distant relationship to this amiaUe 
woman, and whose years did not reader the appellation dis- 
respectful, called her "aunt" — "you may be certain of that, 
aunt, for their equals are not to be found in thit ccdony. 
Tiia gentlemen of the army pretend that no horse can Ifi 



Kood that has not vbot tbey call blood; bat Jack Bud 
Hoaes are both of the Dutch breed, and the Schuylers and 
the Ten Eycka will aever own there is no " blood" in such 
a Block. I have givsa each of these animals my own name, 
and call them Jack Tea Kyck aad Mosea Tea Eyck." 

"I hope you will not exclude tbe Littlepages and the 
MordauDta from your list of disseoten, Mr. Ten Eyck,* 
observed Auoeke, laughing, " since both hare Dutch blood 
in tbeir veins, too." 

*' Very true. Miss Anneke ; Miss Wallace beiug the only 
true, thorough, Euglishwoman here. But, as Aunt Schuy- 
ler has spol^n of my team, I wish I could persuade you and 
Hiss Mary to let me drive you back lo Albany with it, this 
very evening. Your own sleigh can ibllow; and your 
father's horses being English, we shall have an opportunity 
of compariuK the two breeds. The Anglo-Saxons will havo 
no load, while tbe Flemings will ; still 1 will wager unif^l 
against animal, that tbe last do the work the most neatly, 
and in tbe shortest time." 

To this proposition, however, Anneke would not consent ; 
her instinctive delicacy, I make no doubt, at once presenting 
to her mind the impropriety of quitting her own sleigh, tq 
lake an evening's drive in that of a young man of Guert'a 
established reputation for recklessness and fun, and who 
was not always fortunate enough lo persuade young women 
of the first class to be his companions. The turn the con- 
versation had taken, nevertheless, had the eSect to produce 
K many urgent appeals, that were seconded by myself, lo 
give the horses a trial, that Mary Wallace promised to sub- 
nut the matter lo Herman Mordaunt, and, should be ap- 
prove, to accompany Guert, Anneke and myself, in an ax- 
curdon the succeeding week. 

This concession was received by poor Guert vilh pro- 
Jbund gratitude; and he assured me, as we drove bock to 
town, diat he had not felt so happy for the last two months. 

" II ia in the power of such a young woman — young 
engel, I might better say," added Guert, " to make any- 
thing she may please of roe I I know I am an idler, and 
loo fond of our Dutch amusements, and that I have not paid 
the attention I ought to have paid to books ; but let that pr^ 
ttoua creature only take me by the hand, and I ehoold turn 
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out sn slteml man in a month. Young women can do 
anything they please nilh us, Mr. littlepage, when they 
aet their mindB about it in earnest. I wish I was a horse, 
to have the pleasure of dragging Marj Wallace in this e:^ 
cursionl" 



CHAPTER XV. 

•• When In ! tba tmcb of kmd rIuib 
Hii iamnt iodI app*!* : 
What ho! Loid WiIliuD,ri«elDhut«! 
The water laps thy walli !" 

The visit to Madam Schuyler occurred of a SaturdaT 
evening ; and the matter of our adventure in company with 
Jack and Moses, was to be decided on the following Monday. 
"When I rose and looked out of my window on the Sunday 
morning, however, there appeared but very little prospe^ 
of its being efiected that spring, inasmuch as it rained hea- 
Tily, and there was a fresh south wind. We had reached 
the Slst of March, a period of the year when a decided 
thaw was not only ominous to the sleighing, but when it 
actually predicted a permanent breaking up of the winter. 
The season had lieen late, and it was thought the change 
could not be distant. 

The rain and south wind continued all that day, and tor- 
rents of water came rushing down the short, steep streets, 
eSbctually washing away everything like snow. Mr. Wor- 
den preached, notwithstanding, and to a very respectable 
congregation. Dirck and myself attended ; but Jason pre- 
ferred sitting out a double half-hour glass sermon in the Dutch 
church, delivered in a language of which he understood 
very little, to lending his countenance to the rites of the 
English service. Both Anneke and Mary Wallace found 
thetr way up the hill, going in a carriage ; though I observed 
that Herman Mordaunt was absent. Guert was in the gaL 
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hrjr, in which we also sat ; but I could sot mead remarking 
that ndtbor of the young ladies laiaed her eyea oace, during 
the whole service, as high aa our pews. Guert whisperad 
tcoaething about thia, as he hastened down stairs to hand 
them to their carriage, when the congregation was dismissed, 
begging mo, at the same time, to be punctual to the appoint- 
ment for the next day. What he meant by this last remem- 
brancer, I did not understand ; for the hills were beginning 
to exhibit their bare breasts, and it was somewhat surprising 
with what rapidity a rather unusual amount of snow had 
disappeared. I had no opportunity to ask an ezplan^on, 
aa Guert was too busy in placing the ladies in the carnage, 
and the weather was not such as to admit of my remaimng 
ft moment longer in the street than was indispensably no- 
ceasary. 

A change occurred in the weather during Ao night, the 
lain having ceased, though (he atmosphere continued mild, 
and the wind was still from the south. It was the com- 
mencemsnt of the spring ; and, as I walked round to Guerl 
Ten Eyck's house, to meet him at breakfast, I observed that 
several vehicles with wheels were already in motion in the 
streets, and that divers persons appeared to be putting away 
their sleighs and sleds, as things of no further use, until the 
next winter. Our springs do not certainly come upon us as 
suddenly as some of which I have read, in the old world ; 
but wb^ the snow and winter endure as iar into March oe 
bad been the case with that of the year 1768, the change is 
often nearly magical. 

■■ Here, then, is the spring opening," I said to Dirck, aa 
W<e walked along the well-washed streets ; " and, ia a few 
weeks, we must be oS* to the bush. Our business on the 
Patent must be got along with, before the troops are put in 
motion, or we may lose the opportunity of seeing a cam- 
pB«n." 

With such expectations and feelings I entered Giiert'i 
bachelor abode ; and the first words I uttered, were to sym* 
patbize in his supposed disappointment. 

" It ia a great pity you did not prc^iose the drive to tho 
ladies for Saturday," I began ; " for that was not only a 
mild day, but the sleighing was exceUent. Aa it io, you will 
have to postpone your tritunph imlil next winter." 
10 • 



" I do not midentand you !" cried Gnert; Jock and Hmm 
never irere in better heart, or ia better coadition. I think 
they are equal to gi»iig to Kinderhook in two hours !" 

" But who will fuToish the roads with snowl By lootdng 
out of the window, you will see that the streets are nearly 

" Streets and roads 1 Who cares for either, while ws 
have the river? We oRen use the river here, weeks at a 
time, when the snow has left ds. The ice has been lem&rk- 
aUy even the whole of this winter, and, now the snow is off 
h, there will be no danger fhnn the air-holes." 

I confess I did not much like the notion of trarelling 
twenty miles on the ice, but was far too much of a man to 
oSer any objections. 

We break&sled, and proceeded in a body to the Ksidence 
of Herman Mordannt. When the ladies first beard that wa 
had come to claim the redemption of the half-prrnniae given 
at Madam Schuyler's, their surprise was not less than mios 
had been, half an hour before, while tbeix uneasiDest was 
probably greater. 

" Surely, Jack and Moses cannot exhibit all their noble 
qualities without snow I" exclaimed Anneke, laughing, " Ten 
Eycks though they be I" 

" We Albanians have the advantage of travelling on tbo 
ice, when the the snow fails us," answered Ouert. " Here 
is the river, near by, and never was the sleighing on it, b^ta 
than at this moment." 

"But, it has been many times safer, I should think. 
This looks very much like the breaking up of wmler I" 

"That is probable enough, and so much greater the rea- 
son why we should not delay, if you and Miss Mary ever 
intend to learn what the blacks can do. It is for the honour 
of HollaDd that I desire it, else would I not presume so iar. 
I feel every condescension of this sort, that I receive from 
you two ladies, in a way I cannot express; for no ono 
Knows, better than myself, how unworthy I am of your 
smallest notice," 

l^is brought the signs of yielding, at once, into the mild 
countenance of Mary Wallace. Guert's self-hnmiliatioa 
never failed to do this. Thore was so much ohviotu trutk 
in his admisnon, so sincere a disposition to place lunuel( 
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when nature and educalicm, or a want of educalioD had 
placed him, and most of all so profound a deference for the 
mental superiority of Mary herself, that the female heart 
found it impoasible to resist. To my surprise, Guert's mis- 
tress, contrary to her habit in auch things, was the first to 
joia him, and to secood his proposal. Hermau Mordaunt 
eDtcriog the room at this instant, the whole thing was re- 
ferred to faim, as in reason it ought to have been. 

" I remember to have travelled on the Hudson, a few 
years since," returned Herman Mordaunt, " the entire di»- 
taoce between Albany and Sing-Sing, and a very good time 
we bad of it ; much better thaa hod we gone by land, for 
thfire was little or no snow." 

" Just our cose now, Miss Anneke I" cried Guert " Good 
sleighing on the river, but none on Ihe land." 

" Was that near the end of March, dear Papal" asked 
Anneke, a little inquiringly. 

" No, certainly not, for it was early in February. But 
the ice, at this moment, must be near eighteen inches thick, 
and strong enough to bear a load of hay." 

" Yes, Masser Herman," observed Cato, a grey-headed 
black, who had never called his master by any other name, 
having known him from an infant ; " yes, Masser Herman, 
a load do come over dis minute." 

It appeared unreasonable to distrust the strength of the 
ice, after this proof to the contrary, and Anneke submitted. 
The party was arranged forthwith, and in the following 
manner: — The two ladies, Guert and myself, were to be . 
drawn by the blacks, while Herman Mordaunt, Dirck, and 
any one else they could enlist, were to follow in the New 
York sleigh. It was hoped that an elderly female connec< 
tbn, Mrs. Bogart, who resided at Albany, would consent to 
be of ihe parly, as the plan was to visit and dine with an- 
other and a mutual connection of the Mordaunts, at Kinder- 
hook. While the sleighs were getting ready, Herman Moiv 
daunt walked round to the house of Mrs. Bogart, made his 
request, and was successful. 

The clock in the lower of the English church struck ten, 
as both sleighs drove from Herman Mordaunt' s door. There 
was literally no snow in the middle of the streets ; but enough 
of it, mingled with ice, was still to be found nearer tbs 
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houses, to enable us to get down to the fenr, the poiot 
whero sleighs usually went upon the river. Here Herman 
MordauDt, who was in advance, checked his horses, and 
turned to speak to Guert oa the propriety of proceed- 
ing. The ice near the shore had evidently been moved, 
the river haviiie risen a foot or two, in consequence of tho 
wind and the thaw, and there was a sort of icy wave cast 
up near the land, over which it was indispensable to pass, 
in order to get fairly on the river. As tho top of this ndge, 
or wave, was broken, it exposed a fissure that enabled ds 
to see tiie thickness of the ice^ and this Guert pointed out in 
proof of its strength. There was nothing unusual in a avail 
movement of the covering of the river, which tho eurrent 
often produces ; but, unless the vast fields below got in mo- 
tion, it was impossible for those above materially to changa 
tbeir positions. Sleighs were passing, loo, still bringing to 
town, hay from the flats on the eastern bank, and there was 
no longer any hesitation. Herman Mordaunt's sleigh passed 
slowly over the ridge, having a care to the legs of the horses, 
and ours followed m the same cautious manner, though the 
blacks jumped across the fissure in spite of their master's 
exertions. 

Once on the river, however, Guert gave his blacks the 
whip and rein, and away we went like the wind. The 
smooth, icy surface of the Hudson was our road, the thaw 
having lefi very few traces of any track. The water had 
all passed beneath the ice, through cracks and fissures of 
' one sort and another, leaving us an even, dry, surface to 
trot on. The wind was still southerly, though scarcely 
warm, while a bright sun contributed to render our exDur< 
sioD as gay to the eye, as it certainly was to our feelings. 
In a few minutes every trace of uneasiness had vanisbed. 
Away we went, the blacks doing full credit to their owner's 
boasts, seeming scarcely to touch the ice, from which th^ 
feet appeared to rebound with a sort of elastic force. Her- 
man Mordaunt's bays followed on our heels, and the sleighs 
had passed over the well-known shoal of the Overslaugh, 
within the first twenty minutes after they touched the river. 

Every northern American is familiar with the efllict that 
the motion of a sleigh produces on the spirits, under fitvour- 
nble circumstances. Hod our party been altogether cocn* 
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pond of Albaniana, there would probably have beea no 
drawback on the enjoymeDl, for use would have prevented 
apprehension ; but it required the few minutea I have men- 
tiooed to give Anneke and Mary Wallace full confidence in 
the ice. By the time we reached the Overslaugh, however, 
their feara had vanished ; and Guert cooGmKd their sense 
of security, by telling them to listen to the sounds produced 
by his horses' hoofs, which certainly conveyed the impiei- 
won of moving on a solid foundation. 

Mary Wallace had never before been so gay in my pro- 
■enc^ as she appeared to be that morning. Once, or twice, 
I fiincied her eyes almost as bright as those of Anneke's, 
and certainly her laugh was as sweet and musical. BoUi 
the girls were full of spirits, and some little things occurred 
that gave tne hopes BuUtrode had no.reason to fiincy hin^ 
aeir as secure, as he sometimes seemed to be. A casual 
remark of Guerl's had the effect to bring out some of An- 
neke's private sentiments on the subject; or, at least, to 
they appeared to be to me. 

" I am surprised that Mr. Mordaunt forgot to invite Mr. 
Bubtrode to be one of our party, to-day," cried Gueit, wheo 
we were below the Overslaugh. " The Major loves sleigh- 
ing, and he would have filled the fourth seal, in the other 
8l«gh, very agreeably. As for coming into this, that would 
be refused him, were he even a general I" 

" Mr, Bulstrode is English," answered Anoeke, wUh spirit, 
"and fancies American amusements beneath the tastes oT 
one who has been presented at the Court of St. James." 

'■ Well, Miat Anneke, I cannot say that I agree with you 
at all, in this opinion of Mr. Bulstrode," Guert returned, 
innocently. "It is true, he is English; that he iandes 
an advantage, as does Corny Littlepage, here ; but we must 
make proper allowances ior homO'love and foreign-dis- 
like." 

" ■ Corny Littlepage, here,* is only An|^ English, and tW 
half is colony-born and oolony-bred," answered the laagh- 
iog girl, " and he has loved a sleigh from the time when ha 
first slid down hill " 

"Ahl Miss Anneke — let me entreat " 

"Oh 1 no allusion is intended to the Dutch church uid 
iU DWghboubood ;— but, the i^rta trf ebildbood an always 

CoooAc 
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daarto us, u are BomeliiinB the diBConafbrta. HaUt aod 
prejudice are sister hand-miudens ; and I never see one <ti 
tliese gentlemen from home, taking extraordinary intereot 
in any of our peculiarly colony usages, but I distruBled an 
extra anMKint of complaisance, or a sort of enjoynwnt in 
wMoh we do not strictly share." 

u Is tliis alttwetber Jibeial to Balstrode, Miss Aimeko," I 
T^itured to put m ; "he seems to like us, and I am sure In 
has good reason so to do. That be Ukes smie of us, b too 
iq^rent to be c(»icealed or denied." 

" Mr. Bulstiode is a skilful actor, as all who saw his Cato 
must be aware," retorted the charming ^1, compreeaing 
hw pouting lips in a way that seemed to me to be ines[wes- 
mtAj pleasiag ; " bdA those who saw his Scrub must be 
wnally convinced of the versatility of his talents. No, no ; 
Major Bulstrode is better where he is, or will be to-day, at 

ibtw o'clock— at the bead of the mesa of the • th, instead 

of dining in a snug Dutch parlour, with my cousin, worthy 
Mrs. van der Heyden, at a dinner got up with colmy ho^ 
pitality, and colony good-will, aud colony plainness. The 
flBtertainment we shall receive to-day, sweetened, as it will 
be, by the welcome which will come from the beart, can 
liave no competitor in countries where a messenger must be 
•ent two days before the visit, to ask permission to come, in 
order to escape cold looks and artificial surprise. I would 
preliH surprising my friends from the heart, ioatead of from 
Iheheed.'^ 

Guert expressed his astoniahntent that any one should not 
always be glad and willing to receive his friends; and in- 
MSted on it, that no such inhospitable customs could ^dst. 
I knew, however, that society coold not exist on the sams 
terms, in old and in new countries — among a people that 
waa pressed upon by numbers, and a pebple that had not 
yet felt the evils ofa superabundant population. Americans 
are like dwellers in the country, who are always glad to see 
Ibeir friends ; and I ventured to say aomelhing of the causes 
of these di^rences in habits. 

Nothing occurred worthy of being dwelt on, in our ride 
to Kinderhook. Mn. Ten der Heyden resided at a short 
distance fonDtherirer, andthe blacks and Ihe bays had 
somsHtdedifficQltyindrBggittgUB through the mud to be* 



8ATANSTOB. 337 

door. Odc« there, however, our welcome fully verified the 
theory of the colony habits, which had been talked over in 
our drive down. Auneke's worthy connection was not only 
glad to see her, as anybody might have been, but she would 
have been glad to receive as maoy as her bouse would hold. 
Few excuses were necessary, for we were all welcome. 
The visit would retard her dinner an hour, as was frankly 
admitted — but that was nothing ; and cakes and wine were 
set before ua in the interval, did we feel hungry in conse- 
quence of a two hours' ride. Guert was desired to make 
free, and go to the stables to give his own orders. In a 
word, our reception was just that which every colonist has 
experienced, when he has gone unexpectedly to visit a friend, 
or a friend'a friend. Our dinner was excellent, though not 
accompanied by much form. The wine was good ; Mrs. 
van der Heyden's deceased husband having been a judge 
of what was desirable lo that respect. Everybody was in 
good-humour ; and our hostess insisted on giving us cofiee 
before we took our departure. 

" There will be a moon, cousin Herman," she said, " and 
the night will be both light and pleasant. Guert knows the 
road, which cannot well be missed, as it is the river ; and 
if you quit me at eight, you will reach home in good season 
lo go to rest. It is so seldom I see you, that I have a right 
to claim every mioute you cau spare. There remains much 
to be told concerning our old friends and mutual relatives." 

When such words are nccompanied by looks and acts 
that prove their sincerity, it is not easy to tear ourselves 
away from a pleasant house. We chatted on, laughed, 
Ibtened to stories and colony anecdotes that carried us back 
to the last war, and heard a great many eulogiums on beaux 
and belles, that we young people had, all our lives, consi- 
dered as respectable, elderly, common-place sort of persona. 

At lenglti the hour arrived when even Mrs. Bogart her- 
self admitted we ought to part. Anneke and Mary wero 
kissed, enveloped in their furs, and kissed again, and then 
we took our leave- As we left the house, I remarked that a 
clock in the passage struck eight. In a few minutes every 
one was placed, and the runners were striking fire from the 
flinta of the bare ground. We had leas difficulty in de- 
■cending than in ascending the bank of the river, thoooh 
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there WRs no snow. It did not absolutely freeze, nor hai il 
actually frozeo since the commeDcement of the thaw, bat 
the earth had stiffened since the disappearance of the sun. 
I was much rejoiced when the blacks sprang upon the ice, 
and whirled us away, on our return road, at a rate even 
exceeding the speed with which they had come down it in 
the moiDing. 1 thought it high time we should be in motion 
on our return ; and in motion we were, if flying at the rale 
of eleven miles in the hour could thus be termed. 

The light of the moon was not clear and bright, for there 
was a b^e in the atmosphere, as is apt to occur in the mild 
weather of March ; but there was enough to enable Guert 
to dash ahead with as great a velocity as was at all desira- 
ble. We were all in high spirits j us two young men so 
much the more, because each of us fancied he had seen that 
day evidence of a lender interest existing in the heart of his 
mistress towards himself. Mary Wallace had managed, 
with a woman's tact, to make her suitor appear even re- 
spectable in female society, and had brought out in him 
many sentiments that denoted a generous disposition and a 
manly heart, if not a cultivated intellect; and Guert was 
getting confidence, and with it the means of giving his capa- 
city fairer play. As for Anneke, she now knew my aim, 
and I had some right to construe several little symptoms of 
feeling, that escaped her in the course of the day, favour- 
ably. I fancied that, gentle as it always was, her voica 
grew softer, and her smile sweeter and more winning, as 
she addressed herself to, or smiled on me ; and she did just 
enough of both not to appear distant, and just little enough 
to appear conscious ; at least such were the conjectures of 
one who I do not think could be properly accused of too 
much confidence, and whose natural diffidence was macfc 
increased by the self-distrust of the purest love. 

Away we went, Guert's complicated chimes of bells 
jingling their merry notes in a manner to be heard half a 
mile, the horses baring hard on the bits, for they knew that 
their own stables lay at the end of their journey, and Her- 
man Mordaunt's bays keeping so near ua that, notwithstand- 
ing the noise we made with our own bells, the sounds of 
his were coustantly in our ears. An hour went swifUy by, 

d we had already passed Coejeman's, and had a boinlet 
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that stretched alon^ the stniDcl, ani which lay quite beneath 
the high bank of the river, in dim dtstaot view. This placo 
has since been known by the nsnie of Monkey Town, and 
is a little remarkable as being the first cluster of houses on 
the shores of the Hudson after quitting Albany. 1 dara 
say it has another name in law, but Guert gave it the appel- 
lation I have mentioned. 

I have said that the night had a sombre, misty, light, tba 
moon wading across the heavens through a deep but thin 
ocean of vapour. We saw the shores plainly enough, and 
we saw the houses and trees, but it was difficult to distin- 
guish smaller objects at any distance. In the course of the 
day twenty sleighs had been met or passed, but at that hoar 
everybody but ourselves appeared to have deserted the river. 
It was gettiag late for the simple habits of those who dwelt 
on its shores. When about half-way between the islands 
opposite to Coejeman's and the hamlet just named, Guert, 
who stood erect to drive, told us that some one who was 
out late, like themselves, was coming down. The horses 
of the strangers were in a very fast trot, and the aleigh 
was evidently inclining towards the west shore, as if those 
it held intended to land at no great distance. As it passed, 
quite swiflly, a man's voice called out something on a high 
key, but our bells made so much noise that it was not easy 
to understand him. He spoke in Dutch, too, and none of 
our ears, those of Guert excepted, were sufficiently expert 
in that lan^age to be particularly quick in comprehending 
what he said. The call passed unheeded, then, such things 
being quite frequent among the Dutch, who seldom passed 
each other on the highway without a greeting of some sort 
or other. I was thinking o ' this practice, and of the points 
that distinguished our own habits from those of the people 
of this part of the colony, when sleigh-bells sounded quite 
near me, and turning my head, I saw Herman Mordaunt'a 
bays galloping close to us, as if wishing to get alongside. 
At the next moment the object "was eflfected, and Guert 
pulled up. 

" Did you understand the man who passed down, Guert ?" 
demanded Herman Mordaunt, as soon as all noises ceased. 
<* He cidled out to us, at the top of his voice, and would 
hudly do that without on object." 
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'■ Theae men Mtdom go home, aHer a visit to Albsny, 
without filling their jugs," answered Guert, drily ; " what 
could he have to say, more than to wish us good-night 1" 

" I cannot tell, but Mrs. Bogart thought she understood 
something about 'Albany,' and ' the river.' " 

" The ladies always fancy Albany is to sink into Ibe 
river al\er a great thaw," answered Guert, good-humoured- 
ly ■ " but I can show either of them that the ice is sixteen 
inches thick, here where we stand." 

Guert then gave me the reins, stepped out of the sleigb, 
went a short distance to a large crack that ha had seen 
while speaking, and returned with a thumb placed on the 
liandle of the whip, as a measure to show that his statement 
was true. The ice, at that spot, was certaialy nearer eigh- 
teen than sisteeo inches thick. Herman Mordaunt showed 
the measure to Mrs. Bogait, wfaose alarm was pacified by 
this positive proof. Neither Auneke nor Mary exhibit^ 
any fear; but, on the contrary, as the sleighs separated 
again, each had something pleasant, but feminine, to say at 
the expense of poor Mrs. Bogart'a imagination. 

I believe I was the only person in our own sleigh who felt 
any alarm, aAer the occurrence of this little incident. Why 
uneasiness beset me, I cannot precisely say. It must have 
been altogether on Anneke's account, and not in the least 
on my own. Such accidents as sleighs breaking through, 
on our New York lakes and rivers, happened almost everv 
winter, and horses were oflen drowned ; though it was sel- 
dom the consequences proved so serious to their owners. 
I recalled to mind the fragile nature of ice, the necessary 
efiecta of the great thaw and the heavy rains, remembering 
that frozen water might still retain most of its apparent 
thickness, aAer its consistency was greatly impaired. But, 
I could do nothing 1 If we landed, the roads were impassa- 
ble for runners, almost for wheels, and another hour might 
carry the ladies, by means of the river, to their comfortabte 
homes. That day, however, which, down to the moment 
of meeting the unknown sleigh, had been the very happiest 
of my lile, was entirely changed in Its aspect, and I no 
longer regarded it with any satisfaction. Had Anneke been 
at borne, I could gladly have entered into a contract to paw 
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« ««ek 4» tbe met myaelf, as the coixytioii or her aafety. 
I tlMi^ht but little of tbe t^^ie, to my skame ba it toA, 
thoi^h I cannot do myself the iojustice to imagine, had 
Aiuteke beea away, tbat I would have deaerted eveu a 
hone, while there was a hc^ of aaving hioa. 

Away we went 1 Guert dfove rapidly, but he drove with 
judgnwot, and it aoeated as if his Uacks knew what was 
expected of them. It waa not long be&re we wore trotting 
past the faao^t I have mentioned. It would seem that Ute 
bella of tbe two sleighs attracted the attention of the peo(^ 
on tlie shore, all of whom hod not yet gone to bed ; for Uta 
door of a bouse i^iened, and two men isaued out of it, gazing 
at us as we trotted pa^ at a paese that defied pursuit. These 
men also hallooed to us, in Dutch, and again Hennsn Mor- 
daunt galloped up alongside, to speak to us. 

" Did you understand these men V be called oat, far this 
time Guert did not see fit to stop his horses ; " they, too, 
had something to tell ua," 

" These people always have something to tell an Albany 
sleigh, Mr. Hordaunt," answered Ooert ; "though it is not 
oAen that which it would do any good to hear." 

" But Mrs. Bogart thinks they also had somethiag to say 
about ' Albany,' and the ' river. " 

*■ I understand Dutch as well as excellent Mrs. Bogart," 
said Guert, a little drily; "and I heard nothing; whib I 
&ncy I understand the river better. This ice would bear a 
dozen loads of hay, in a close line." 

This again saUsfied Herman Mordaunt and the ladies, but 
it did not satisfy me. Our own bells made four times the 
ndse of those of Herman Mordaunt ; and it was very ]>08< 
aible tbat one, who understood Dutch perfectly, might com- 
[wehend a call in that language, while seated in his own 
sleigh, when the same call could not be comprehended by 
tbe same person, while seated in Guert's. There was no 
pause, however,- on we trotted; and another mile was paasec}, 
belbre any new occurrence attracted attention. 

The laugh was again heard among us, ibr Mary Wallona 
consented to sing an air, that was rendered somewhat ludi- 
now by the accompaniment of tbe bells. This song, or 
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TUie or two, for the unger got no further on acconat of ths 
interruption, b&d drswu Gueit's and my attentkn behind as, 
or away from the horses, when a wbirUog sound wai heard, 
followed imniediately by a loud about A sleigh passed 
within ten yards of us, going down, and the whirling sound 
was caused by its ruoneis, while the shout came from a 
Bolitary man, who stood erect, waring his whip and calling 
to us in a loud voice, as long aa he could be heard. This 
was but for a moment, however, as his horses were on tbs 
nni; and the last we could see of the man, through the 
misty moonlight, he had turned his whip on his team, to 
u^ it ahead still faster. In an instant, Herman Mordaunt 
was at our nde, for the third time that night, and be called 
out to us somewhat authoritativety to stop. 

" What can'all this mean, Guert V he asked. *' Three 
times ham we had warnings about ' Albany' and the ' river.* 
I beard this man myself utter those two words, and cannot 
be mistaken." 

" I dare say, air, that you may have heard something of 
the sort," answered the still incredulous Guert,- "for tbraa 
chaps have generally some impertinence to utter, when tbey 
pass a team that is better than their own. These blacks of 
mine, Herman Mordaunt, awaken a good deal of envy, 
whenever I go out with them ; and a Dutchman will forgive 
you any other superiority, sooner than he will overlook 
your having the best team. That last man had e spur in 
his head, moreover, and is driving his cattle, at this moraent, 
more like a spook than like a humane and rational being, I 
dare say he asked if we owned Albany and the river." 

Guert's allusion to his horses occasioned a general lau^; 
and laughter is little favourable to cool reflection. We all 
looked out on the solemn and silent night, cast our eyes 
along the wide and long reach of the nver, in which we 
happeiKd to be, and saw nothitig but the calm of nature, 
rendered imposing by solitude and the stillness of the hour. 
Guert smilingly renewed his assurances that all was right, 
and moved on. Away we went I Guert evidently pressed 
hishorses, as if desirous of being placed beyond this anxiety 
as soon as possible. The blacks flew, rather than trotted ; 
and ws were all beginning to submit to the exhiUtraUoo of 
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•o lapiil and eaiy a motion, wbea a KNmd which reBemblod 
th&t which ODe migtil suppoM the simultaoeous explosion of 
a thousand liSea would produce, was heard, and caused both 
drivers to pull up; tlie eleighs stopping quite neor each other, 
and at the same inatant 1 A aliaht exclamation escaped old 
Hre. Bc^art ; but Anoeke and Mary remained still as death. 

"What means that sound, Guertf inquired Herman 
Hordaunt ; the concern lie felt being betrayed by the very 
tone of his voice. " Something seons wrmg 1" 

" Something it wrong," answered Guert, coolly, but very 
decidedly; " and it is somethiug that must be seen to." 

As this was said, Guert stepped out on the ice, which he 
struck a hard blow with the lieel of his boot, as if to moke 
certain of its solidity. A second report was heard, and it 
evidently came from behind us. Guort gazed intently down 
the river ; then he laid his bead close to the sur&ce of the 
ice, and toolced again. At the same time, three or four more 
of tliese startling reports followed each other in quick suc- 
cession. Guert mstantly roae to his feet. 

" I understand it, now," he said, " and find I have been 
rather too confldenl. The ice, however, is safe and strong, 
and we have nothing to fear from its weakness. Perhaps 
it would be better to quit the river notwithstanding, thougk 
I am far from certain the better course will not be tb 
push on." 

" Let us know the danger at once, Mr. Ten Eyck," sai& 
Hennsn Hordaunt, " that we may dedde for the best." 

"Why, fflr, I aro afraid that the rains and the thaw to- 
gether, have thrown so much water into the river, all at 
once, as it might be, as to have raised the ice and broken il 
loose, in spots, from the shores. Wiien this happens aboee, 
before the ice has disappeared below, it sometimes causes 
dams to form, which heap up such a weight as to break the 
nrhole plain of ice far below it, and thus throw cakes ovei 
cakes until walls twenty or thirty feet high are formed. 
This has not happened yet, therefore there is no immediate 
danger ; but by bending your heads low, you can see thai 
mach a break baa just taken place about lutlf a nulo bdow 
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We did as Ouert directed, and saw that a mound bad 
arisen acroaa the river nearer than the distance tunned by 
our compaaioD, completely cutting off retreat by the way 
we had come. The bank on the west side of the Hudsoi 
was high ot the point where we were, and looking iotenaelj 
at it, I saw by the manaer in which the trees disappeared, 
the more diatant behind those that were Dearer, that we were 
actually in motion I An involuntary ezclamatioQ caused 
the wliole party to comprehend this startling fact at the same 
instant. We were certainly in motion, though very slowly, 
on the ice of that swollen river, in the quiet and solitude of 
R night in which the moon rather aided ia making danger 
apparent than in assisting us to avoid it t What was to be 
dooet It was necessary to decide, and that promptly and 
intelligenlly. 

We waited for Herman Mordaunt to advise us, but ba 
referred the matter at once to Guerl's greater experience. 

" We cannot land here," answered the young man, " so 
long as the ice is in motion, and I think il better to push on. 
Every foot will bring us so much nearer to Albany, and we 
shall get among-thc islands a mile or two higher, where the 
chances of landing will be greatly increased. Besides, I 
have often crossed the river on a cake, for they frequently 
slop, and 1 have known even loaded sleighs profit by them 
to get over the river. As yet there is nothing very 
alarming ; — let us push on, and get nearer to the islands." 

This, then, was done, though there was no longer heard 
the laugh or the song among us, I could see that Herman 
Mordaunt was uneasy about Anneke, though he could not 
bring her into his own sleigh, leaving Mary Wallace alone ; 
neither could he abandon his respectable connection, Mrs. 
Bogart. Before we re-entered the sleighs, I took an occa- 
sion to assure him that Anneke should be my especial care. 

" God bless lou, Corny, my dear boy," Herman Mor- 
daunt answered, squeezing my hand with fervour. " God 
bless you, and enable you to protect her. I was about to 
ask you to change seats with me; but, on the whole, I think 
my child will be safer with you than she could be with me. 
We will await God's pleasure as accident has placed na." 
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■* I will deaeit her only with li&, Hr. MordaunL Be at 
tamo on that aubject." 

" I know you will not — I am ture you will not. Little- 
page ; that af&ir of the lion la a pledge that you will not. 
Had Bulstrode come, we should have been strong enougli 
to b ut Guert is impatient to be oSl God bless you, boy 
-•^od bless you. Do not neglect my child." 

Guert teat impatient, tmd no oooner was I in the sl^h 
than we were once more in rapid motion. I said a tew 
words to encourage the girls, and then no scHUid of a hutou 
mice mingled wiUi the gloomy 8oeoe< 
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CHAPTER SVL 
H« riailad vp, Mdi Unb eonmbed 
H* OBljr heud the itonn of nishl— 

LotdWiBiam, 

AwAT we wentl Guert'a aim waa the ialanda, ifIuoIi 
eanied him nearer home, while it o^red a place of i^reat, 
in the event of the danger's becoming more serious. Tba 
fierce npidiljr with which we now moved prevented all cod- 
versation, or even much reflection. The rqxuts of tba 
trading ice, however, became more and more fiequent, firat 
c(uning from above, and then from below. More than ooce 
it seeinied as if Ibe immense mass of weight (hat had evi- 
dentty coUeded somewhere near the town of Albany, waa 
about to pour down upon ub in a flood — when the rirei 
would have been swept for miles, by a resistless torrent. 
Nevertheless, Guert held on bis way ; firstly, becaoso ha 
knew it would be impossible to get on either of the main 
shores, anywhere near the point where we happened to be ; 
aind secondly, because, having oflen seen dmihir dammings 
of the waters, he fancied we were still safe. That tba 
distant reader may understand the precise character of the 
danger we ran, it may be well to give him some notion of 
the localilies. 

The banka of the Hudson are generally hi^h and pre- 
cipitous, and in some places they are mouotamoua. No 
flats worthy of being mentioned, occur, until Albany is ap- 
proached ; nor are those which lie south of that town, of 
■my great extent, compared with the size of the stream. la 
this particular the Mohawk is a very difierent river, having 
extensive flats thai, I have been told, resemble thoae <i tb* 
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Rhine, in miniature, Aa for the tiudsrai, it ii gonrauly 
esteemed in tbe colony as a very pleasing river ,* and I re- 
member to have heard intelligent people from home, admit, 
that even the majestic Thames itsefr, ia acaicely more wortfav 
to be viaited, or that it better rewards tbe trouble and curi- 
osity of the enlightened traveller.* 

While there are flats on the shores of the Hudson, and 
of some extent, in tbe vicinity of Albany, the general forma- 
tion «f the adjacent country is preserved, — being high, bold, 
and in some quarters, more particularly to the northward 
and eastward, mountainous. Among these hills the stream 
meanders for sixty or eighty miles north of the town, re- 
ceivmg tribntaiies as it comes roshing down towards tbe 
sea. Tbe character of the river changes entirely, a sboit 
distaDce above Albany; tbe tides flowing to that punt, 
rendering it navigable, and easy of ascent in summer, all 
tbe way from the sea. Of the tributaries, tiie principal ia 
the Mohawk, which runs a long distance towards the west — 
tb^ tell me, for I have never visited these remote parts of 
the colony — among fertile plains, that are bounded north and 
soath by precipitous highlands. Now, in the spring, when 
the vast quantities of snow, that frequently lie four feet deep 
in tbe forests, and among the mountains and valleys of the 
interior, are suddenly molted by tbe south winds and rains, 
£reabets.necessarily succeed, which have been known to do 
great injury. The flats of the Mohawk, they tell roe, are 
annually overflown, and a moderate freshet is deemed a bless- 
ii^; hut, occasionally, a union of the causes I have men- 

* Tki* remuk of Mr. Comelini Litlkpage'i, maj indace a, smils 
in the rader. Bid, &w p«r«oiu of Bity can be found, who cannot 
noil lbs time, wbm it wu b rue thini: to imwiiie anytMng Ame. 
tiean, ■■ good ■■ ita Bngliih OMmterptrt. 11m Ainerieiui wl^ coold 
write a book— « ml, li*e book— fSstj jmi* nnee, wai & lort of pro- 
difj. It wai the nme with him who could paint my picture beyond 
B common portrdt. The veiy &ait* and nituril piodnctioiu of the 
cotmtiy wers eiteemed, douhtingl; ; and he was e bold man who 
dared to ezlol even canTau-baek dacka, in tbe year ISOO! At the 
fnnntday.tbB&sliiiglalutander^oinguiorgfuiiaoluiige. Itiinow 
the &efaioii to octal eTerjrlhins American, and from nibmitting lo ■ 
4^tee tlut wu almort abject, to the feeling of colooial dependenor, 
tbe coontrj ii filled, lo-daj, with the moat profound provincial aelCi 
admiration. It ia to be hoped that the next diange will bring oa la 
like the tniih.~-EDiTaa. 
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choracter. Thus it is, that houses an swept sway ; ^h1 
bridges from the smaller mountain streams, have been luwim 
to come flootiog post the wharves of Albany, holding their 
way towards the oceaD, At such times the lidea produce 
DO counter-current ; for it is a maal thing, in the early 
moDlhs of the spring, to have the straam pour downwards 
tar weeks, the whale Imglh of the river, and to find the 
water fresh ev^i as low as New York. 

Suoh was the general nature of Ae calanuty we bad 
been so uoexpectedty made to encounter. The winter had 
been severe, and the snows imusually de«p; and, as we 
drove furiously onward, I remesibeped to have hoard h^ 
ciaodiather [wedict ortraordiDaiy liahela in the spriag^ 
froin the chancter of the winte, as we had fiMmd it, eran 
previously to my quittiag home. The graat thaw, ajad Hm 
heavy rams oftbe late storm, bad prodnoed^taoalsA^; 
and the waters thus let looie, among tbe distant, as well a> 
the nearer hills, were now pouring down upon us in tbdr 
Golleoted might. In such cases, tbe first efied is, to looaea 
the ice from the shores ; and, local causes forcing it to gm 
way at particular points, a breaking up of its sur&ce ooours, 
and dams are fonned that sM the stream back in floods upon 
all the adjacent low land, suoh as the flata in (he viciaity of 
Albany, 

We did not then know it, but, at the very moment Ourart 
was thus urging his blacks to supernatural eSbrts— actually 
mnniug them ss if on a raco-ooume — th^ was a long 
reach of the Hudson, opposite to, for a short distance below, 
and for a considerable distance above the town, wiuch was 

Iuile clear of stationary ice. Vast cakes continued (o coma 
own, it is true, passing on to increase tbe dam that bad 
formed below, near and on tbe Overslaugh, where it was 
buttressed by tbe islands, and rested on the bottom ; but tba 
whole of thai firm field, on which ws bad first driven forth 
that morning, had disappeared I This we did not know at 
the time, or it might have chsnged the diret^on of Guert'a 
moT^nents; but I learned it afterwarda, when placed in a 
situation to inquire into the causes of what had occurred. 

Herman Hordaunt'a bells, and the rumbling sound of taa 
mnners, were heard close behind us, as our own liagh flaw 
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along tbe river at a rate that I firmly believe could not 1»ts 
been rauufa less than that of twenty miles in the hour. Aa 
we were whirled northward, the reports made by the rending 
of the ice increased in frequency and force. They really 
became appalllag 1 Still, the girls continued silent, main- 
taining their self-command in a most admirable manner ; 
though I doubt not that they felt, in the fullest extent, the 
tnie character of the awful circumstances in which we were 
placed. Such was the state of things, as Guerl's blacks 
began sensibly to relax in their speed, for want of wind. 
They still galloped on, but it was no longer with the swifl- 
neas of tbe wind ; and their master became sensible of ths 
folly of hoping to reach the town ere the catastrophe should 
arrive. He reined in his panting horses, therefore, and was 
jnat falling into a trot, as a violent report was heard directly 
IB oar front. At the next instant the ice rose, positively, 
beneath our horses' hoofs, to the height of several ieet, taking 
the form of the roof of a house. It was too late to retreat, 
and Guert shouting out " Jack" — " Moses," applied the whip, 
and the spirited animals actually vrant over the mound, 
leaping a crack three feet in width, and reaching the level 
ice beyond, AU this was done, aa it might be, in the twink- 
ling of an eye. While the sleigh flew over this ridge, it 
was with difficulty I held the girls in their seats; though 
Guert stood nobly erect, like the pine that is too firmly 
rooted tti yield to the tempest. No sooner was the danger 
passed, Inwever, than he pulled up, and came to a dead ImII. 

We heard the bells of Herman Mordaunt's sleigh, on the 
other s'xle of the barrier, but could see nothing. The 
Iffoken cakes, pressed upon by millions of tons wdght 
above, had risen fully ten feet, into an inclination that was 
Deoriy perpendicular ; rendering crossing it next to impoe- 
aihle, even to one afoot. Then came Herman Mordaunt's 
voice, filled with paternal agony, and hunian grief, to in- 
crease the awe of that dreadful moment I 

" Shore 1 — shore I — " he shouted, or rather yelled—" In 
the name of a righteous Providence, to the shore, Guert I" 

The bells passed ofi* towards the western bank, and tbe 
fumbling of tbe runners accompanied their sound. That 
waa a breathless moment to us four. We hoard tbe Tending 
and grinding of the ice, on all sides of us ; saw ths brokoa 
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Iianieia b^nd uid in fraat; beard tbo jingling ol I 
MordauDl's be!ls, as it became more and more dJstaat, and 
finally ceased ; and felt as if we were cut off from tbe rest 
of our species. 1 do not think either of us felt aay appre- 
beosion of breaking through ; for use bad so accustomed us 
to the field of tbe river, while tbe more appalling grounds 
of alarm were bo «videot, that no one thought of sucb a 
source of danger. Nor was there much, in truth, to appre- 
bend from that cause. Tbe thaw had not lasted long enough 
materially to diminish either the thickness or the tenacity 
of the common river ice ; though ii was found unequal to 
resisting the enormous pressure that bore upon it from abore. 
It is probable that a cake of an acre's size would have up> 
held, not only ourselves, hut our sleigh and horses, and 
carried us, like a rail, down tbe stream ; bad there baea 
such a cake, free from stationary impediments. Even the 
girls now comprehended the danger, which was in a manner 
stispended over us, — as the impending wreath of snow 
menaces the fall of tbe aooioncAe. But, it was no momont 
fi>r indecision or inaction. 

Cut ofi*, as we were, by an impassable barrier of ice, from 
the route taken by Herman Mordaunt, it was necessary to 
come to some resolution on our own course. We bad the 
choice of endeavouring to pass to tbe western shore, on the 
upper side of tbe barrier, or of proceeding towards the near- 
est of several low islands which lay in the o|^>osite direc- 
tion, Guert determined on the last, walking bis horses to 
tbe point of land, there being no apparent necessity for haste, 
while tbe animals greatly needed breath. As we went along, 
he explained to us that the fissure below cut us off from tbe 
only point where landing on the western shore could be 
practicable. At the same time, he put in practice a pious 
fraud, which had an excellent effect on tbe feelings and 
conduct of both the girls, throughout the remainder of the 
tmng scenes of that fearful night ; more especially on those 
of Anneke. He dwelt on the good fortune of Herman Mor- 
daunt, in being on the right aide of the barrier that sepa- 
rated the sleighs, in a way to induce those who did not 
penetrate his motive, to fancy the rest of the party was in a 
place of security, as tbe consequence of this oocideBt. 
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Thus did Anneke believe ber f&iber safe, and thus wu sha 
relieved from much Bgonizing doubt. 

As Bo«i as the sleigh came near the poiot ol the islacd, 
Guert gave cie the reins, and went ahead to examiiM 
whether it were possible to laod. He was absent fifleen 
minutes ; returning to us only after be bad made a thorough 
search into the condition of the island, as well as of Ihat of 
the ice in its eastern channel. These were fifteen fearful 
minutes ; (he rending of the masses above, and the grinding 
of cake on cake, sounding like the roar of the ocean in a 
tempest. Notwithstanding all the awful accessories of this 
dreadful night, I could not but admire Guert's cooloeas of 
manner, and his admirable conduct. He was more than 
resolute ; for he was cool, collected, and retained the use of 
all his faculties in perfection. As plausible as it might seem, 
to one less observant and clear-headed, to attempt escaping 
to the western shore, Guert had decided right in moving to- 
wards the island. The grinding of the ice, in another quarter, 
had apprised him that the water was forcing its way through, 
near the main land ; and that escape would be nearly hope- 
less, on that side of the river. When he rejoined us, he 
called me to the heads of the horses, for a conference; first 
Bolemaly assuring our precious companions that there were 
no grounds for immediate apprehension. Mary Wallace 
anxiously asked him to repeat this to her, on the faith due 
from man to woman ; and he did it ; when I was permitted 
to join him without further opposition. 

" Corny," said Guert, in a low tone, " Providence has 
punished me for my wicked wish of seeing Mary Wallace in 
the claws of lions ; for all the savage beasts of the Old 
World, could hardly make our case more desperate than it 
now is. Wo must be cool, however, and preserve the girls, 
or die like men." 

" Our fates are, and must be, the same. Do you devote 

Kourself to Mary, and leave Anneke to me. But, why this 
inguage ; surely, our case is by no means so desperate." 
" It might not be so difScult for two active, vigorous young 
men to get ashore ; but it would be different with females. 
The ice is in motion all around us ; and the cakes are piling 
and grinding oo each other in a most fearful manner. Were 
it light enough to see, we should do much better ; but, as it 
31 
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iS) I dan not tniat Mary Wallace aoy distance from this 
bland, at present. We may be compelled to pass the night 
here, and must make provision accordingly. You hear the 
ice grinding on the shore ; a sign that everything is going 
down stream. — God send that the waters break through, ere 
long i though they may sweep all before them, when they 
do come. 1 fear me. Corny, that Herman Mordaunt and 
hb party are lost 1" 

" Merciful Providence 1 — can it be as bad as that ! — I 
rather hope they have reached the land." 

" That is impossible, on the course they took. Even a 
man would he bewildered and swept away, in the torrent 
that is driving down under the west shore. It is that vent 
to the water, which saves us. But, no more words. — You 
now understand the extent of the danger, and wilt know 
what you are about. We must get our precious charge on 
Ihe island, if possible, without further delay. Half an hour 
— nay, half a minute may bring down the torrent." 

Guert took the direction of everything. Even while we 
had been talking, the ice had moved matcriEilly; and we 
found ourselves fifty feet further from the island than we 
had been. By causing the horses to advance, Ibis distance 
was soon recovered ; but it was found impossible to lead or 
drive them over the broken cakes with which the shore of 
the island now ttegan to be lined, Afler one or two spirited 
and determined efforts, Guert gave the matter up, and nsked 
me to help the ladies from the sleigh. Never did women 
behave better, than did these delicate and lovely girls, on 
an occasion so awfully trying. Without remonslrances, 
tears, exclamations or questions, both did as desired ; and f 
cannot express the feeling of security 1 felt, when I had 
helped each over the broken and grinding border of white 
ice, that separated us from the sliore. The night was far 
from cold ; but the ground was now frozwi sufficiently to 
prevent any unpleasant consequences from walking on what 
would otherwise have been a slimy, muddy alluvion ; for 
the island was so very low, as otlen to be under water, when 
the river was particularly high. This, indeed, formed our 
danger, ailer we had reached it. 

Wlien I returned to Guert, I found him already drifted 
down sopie little distance; and thja time we iqored tin 
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sktj^ so much lUwve the point, aa to be in less danger of 
getting out of sight of our precious wards. To my surpriae^ 
Guert was busy in stripping the hameas from the horses, 
and Jack already stood only in his bliaheTs, Moses was 
soon reduced to the game state. 1 was wondermg what was 
to be done next, when Guert drew each bridle from its am- 
ntal) and gare a smart crack of Itis whip. The liberated 
bOTses started back with affright — snorted, reared, and, 
tummg away, they went down the river, free as air, and 
altnoet as swilt ; the incessant and loud Kiappicg of heir 
master's whip, in no degree tending to dJouniab tbeir speed. 
I asked the meaning of this. 

" It would be cruel not to let Ae poor beasts make use of 
the strength and sagacity nature has given them to save 
fteir lives," answered Guert, strainii^ his eyes aAer Moses, 
the horse that was behind, so long as his dark form could be 
distinguished, and iesniag forward to listen to the blows of 
their hoofs, while the noises around ua permitted them to be 
beard. " To ua, they would only be an encumbrance, since 
tbey never could be forced over the cracka and caked ice in 
harness ; nor would it be at all safe to follow them, if tiiey 
could. The sleigh is light, and we are strong enough to 
shove it to land, when there is an opportimity ; or, it may 
be left on the island." 

Nothing could have served more eflectualty to atnrinee 
am of the manner in which Guett regarded our rituatioD, 
than to see him turn loose beasts which I knew he so highly 
prized. 1 mentioned this; and he answered me with a 
melancholy seriousness, that made the impression so much 
the stronger — 

" It is possible they may get ashore, for nature has given 
a horse a keen insdnct. They can swim, too, where you 
and I would drown. At all erenta, they ere not fettered 
with hameas, but Imve every chance it is in my power to 
^tve them. Should they land, any former would put them 
in bia stable, and I should soon bear where they were to bo 
ibund ; if, indeed, I am living in the morning to make the 
inquiry." 

" What ii oezt to be done, Guert?' I asked, underatand^ 
iDg at OBce both his feeUnga and his maiiDer of ieasoain|;. 

**Wi» moat vow nu the sleigh on llie idsnd ; aflet wiuck 



244 SATAMflTOB. 

it will be time to look about us, and to examine if it be poo- 
sibte to get tbe ladies on the maia land." 

Accordingly, Giiert and 1 applied ourselves to tbe task, 
and had no great difficulty ia dragging tbe aleieh over the 
cokes, grincUng and in motion as they were. We pulled it 
as far aa the tree beneath which Anneke and Mary stood; 
when the ladies got into it and look their seats, enveloped ia 
the skins. The night was not cold for the season, aad our 
companions were thickly clad, having tippets and mu%, 
still, the wolves' skins of Guert contributed to render them 
more comfortable. All apprehension of immediate danger 
now ceased, for a short lime; nor do 1 think eitlier of the 
females fancied they could run any more risk, beyond that 
of exposure to the night air, so long as they remained oa 
terra firma. Such was not the case, however, as a very 
simple explanation will render apparent to the reader. 

All the ialaada in this part of the Hudson are low, being 
rich, alluvial meadows, bordered by trees and bushes; most 
of the first being willows, sycamores, or nuts. The fertility 
of tbe soil had given to these trees rapid growths, and they 
were generally of some stature ; though not one among 
them bad that great aize which ought to mark the body ana 
branches of a venerable tenant of the forest. This (act, of 
Itself, proved that no one tree of them all was very old ; a 
circumstance that was certainly owing to the ravages of the 
annual freshets. I say annual ; for though the freshet which 
now encompassed us, was far more serious than usual, each 
year brought something of the sort; and the islands were 
constantly increasing or diminishing under their action. To 
prevent the last, a thicket of trees was left at the head of 
each island, to form a sort of barricade against the inroads 
of the ice in the spring. So low was the face of the land, 
or meadow, however, that a rise of a very few feet in tho 
river would be certain to bring it entirely under water. All 
this will be made more apparent hy our own proceedings, 
after we had placed the ladies in the sleigh ; and more eap^. 
cialiy, by the passing remarks of Guert while employed in 
his subsequent efforts. 

No sooner did Guerl Ten Eyck believe the ladies to be 
temporarily safe, ttian he proposed to me that we should taka 
a oloeer look at tho state of tbe river, in order to asoertaiB 
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the most feasible means of getting on lite main land, Tbit 
was said aloud, and in a cheerful way, as if he no longer 
felt any apprehension, and, evidently to me, to encourage 
OUT companioas. Anneke desired ua to go, declaring ibat 
DOW she knew herself to be on dry land, all her own feart 
bad vanished. We went accordingly, taking our first di- 
lection towards the bead of the island. 

A very few minutes sufficed to reach the limits of oar 
narrow domain ,- and, as we approached them, Guert pointed 
out to me the monnd of ice diat was piling up behind it» 
as a most fearful symptom. 

" TTiere is our danger," he said, with emphasis, " Bud we 
must not trust to Ibeee trees. This freshet goes beyond 
any I ever saw on the river ; and not a spring passes that 
we have not more or less of them. Do you not see, Corny, 
what saves us now?" 

" We are on an island, and cannot be in much danger 
from the river while we stay here." 

" Not BO, my dear friend, not at all so. But, come with 
me and look for yourself." 

I followed Guert, and did look for myself. We sprang 
upon the cakes of ice, which were piled quite thirty feet in 
height, on the head of the island, extending right and left, 
as far as our eyes could see, by that misty Tight. It was by 
no means difficult moving about on this massive pile, the 
movement in the cakes being slow, and frequently inter- 
rapled; but there was no concealing the true character of 
the danger. Had not the island, and the adjacent main in- 
terposed their obstacles, the ice would have continued to mov9 
bodily down the stream, cake shoving over cake, until the 
whole found vent in the wider space below, and floated off 
towards the ocean. Not only was our island there, how* 
ever, but other islands lay near us, straitening the ijifierent 
(flannels or passages in such a way, as to compel the forma< 
tion of an icy dam ; and, on the strength of this dam rested 
all our security. Were it to be ruptured anywhere near us, 
we should inevitably be swept off in a body. Guert thought, 
however, as has been said already, that the waters had 
found narrow issues under the main land, both east and 
west of UB ; and should this prove to be true, there was a 
hope that the great calamity might he averted. In other 
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words, if these Boodgatea sufficed, we nught escape ; otiier* 
wise the catastrophe was certaio. 

" I cannot excuse it to myself to remain here, without 
endeavouring to see what ia the state of things nearer to the 
shore," said Guert, after we bad viewed the bat accumulat- 
ing inaas of broken ice above us, as wall as the light peN 
mitted, and we had talked over leather the cbanoes of 
safety, and the character of the dai^r, ** Do jtod return 
to the ladies, Corny, and endeavour »> keep up their sforits, 
while I OTose this chaimBl on our right, to the nest ialand, 
and see what offers in that direction." 

" I do not like the idee of your running all the risk alone ; 
besides, something may occur to require the strength of two^ 
instead of that of one, to overcome it." 
' '* You can go with me as far as the next island, if you 
will, where we shall be able to ascertain at once whether it 
be ice or water that separates us from the eastern shore. If 
the first, you can return as fast as possiUe for the ladies, 
while I look fiir a place to cross, I do not like the appear- 
ance of this dam, to be honest with you ; and have gieat 
feara for those who are now in the sleigh." 

We were in the very act of moving away, when a loud, 
cracking noise, that arose within a few yards, alarmed 
us both ; and runniag to the spot whence it proceeded, ws 
saw that a lai^ willow had snapped in two, like a pipe-stem, 
and that the whole barrier of ice was marching, slowly, but 
grandly, over the slump, crushing the fallen truuk and 
branch^ h«teath its weight, as the slow-moviog wheel of 
(he loaded cart crushes the twig. Guert grasped my aro^ 
toA his ^gmrs nearly entered the fiesh, under his iron 
pressure. 

" We most qiHt this spot — " he said firmly, " and at onca. 
Let us go back to the sldgh." 

I did not know Guerfs Mteitiioas, latt I saw it was time 
to act with decision. We moved swiftly down to the spot 
where we had left the sleigh ; and the reader will judge of 
our horror, when we found it gone [ The whole of the low 
point of the island where we had left it, was already covered 
with cakes of ice that were in motion, and which bad doubt- 
less Bw^ off the sleigh during the few minnlas that we had 
been abseal! Loc^g around na, bovner, wa, sav an 

.Cookie 
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direct on the river, a little distance below, that I fancied wu 
tbe sleigh, and was about to rush after it, when a voice, 
filled with alarm, look us in another direction. Mary Wal- 
lace came out froro behind a tree, to which she had fled for 
safety, and seizing Guert's arm, implored htm not to quit 
ber again, 

" Whither has Anneke gonel" I demanded, in an agony 
I cannot describe — " I see nothing of Anneke !" 

" She would not quit tbe sleigh," answered Mary Wallace, 
almost panting for breath — " I implored — entreated her to 
fbllow me — said you must soon return ; but she refused to 
quit the sleigh. Anneke is in the sleigh, if that can now 
be found," 

I heard no more ; but springing on the still moving cakes 
of ice, went leaping from cake to cake, until my sight showed 
ire that, sure enough, the sleigh was on the bed of the river, 
over which it was in slow motion ; forced downwards before 
the new coating of ice that was fast covering the original 
surface. At first I could sec no one in the sleigh ; but, on 
reaching it, I fouod Anneke buried in (he skins. She was 
on her knees : the precious creature was asking succour 
from God ! 

I had a wild but sweet consolation in thus finding myself, 
OS it might be, cut off from all the rest of my kind, in the 
midst of that scene of gloom and desolation, alone with 
Anueke Mordaunt. The moment I could make her con- 
scious of my presence, she inquired aller Mary Wallace, 
and was much relieved on learning that she was with Guert, 
and would not be left by him, for a single instant, again that 
night. Indeed, I saw their figures dimly, as they moved 
swiftly across the channel that divided the two islands, and 
disappear in that direction, among the bushes that lined the 
place to which they had gone. 

" Let us follow," I said eagerly. "The crossing is yet 
easy, and we, too, may escape to Ihe shore." 

" Go you !" said Anneke, over whom a momentary phy- 
sical torpor appeared to have passed. " Go you, Corny," 
she said ; " a man may easily save himself; and you aro 
an only child — the sole hope of your parents," 

" Dearasl, beloved Anneke I — why this ii "~ 
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Bp&lhy on your owd behalf? Are you not an only child, 
(he sole hope of a widowed father T— do you forget Aim?" 

" No, no, no 1" exclaimed the dear ^rl, hurriedly. " Help 
me out of Ihe sleigh, Corny : there, I will go with you any- 
where — any how — to the end of the world, to save my 
father from such anguish I" 

From Ihal moment the temporary imbecility of Anneke 
vanished, ond I found her, for the remainder of the time we 
remained in Jeopardy, quick to apprehend, and ready to 
second al! my efforts. It was this passing submission to aa 
imaginary doom, on the one hand, and the headlong effect 
of sudden fright on the other, which had separated the two 
girls, and which had been the means of dividing the whole 
party as described. 

I scarcely know how to describe what followed. So in- 
tense was my apprehension 00 behalf of Anneke, that I can 
safely say, J did not think of my own fate, in the slighteat 
degree, as disconnected from hers. The self-devoted reliance 
with which the dear girl seemed lo place all her dependence 
on me, would, of itself, have produced this effect, had she 
not possessed my whole heart, as I was now so fully aware. 
Moments like those, make one alive to all the affections, and 
strip off every covering that habit or the dissembling of our 
manners is so apt to throw over the feelings. I believe I 
both spoke and acted towards Anneke, as one would cling 
to, or address the being dearest to him in the world, for Ihe 
next few minutes ; but, I can suppose the reader will natu- 
rally prefer learning what we did, under such circumstances, 
rather than what we said, or how we felt. 

I repeat, it is not easy for me lo describe what followed. 
I know we first rather ran, than walked, across the channel 
on which I had last seen the dim forms of Guert and Mary, 
and even crossed the island to its eastern side, in the hopa 
of being able to reach the shore in that quarter. The at- 
tempt was useless, for we found the water running down 
over the ice like a race-way. Nothing could be seen of our 
laic companions ; and my loud and repeated calls to tbem 
were unanswered. 

" Our case is hopeless, Cornelius," said Anneke; speaking 
with a forced calmneas when she found retreat imponibla io 
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tbat direction, " Let ua return to (he sletgb, and submit U 
the will of God !" 

" Beloved Anneke ! — ^Think of your father, and aumoKm 
your whole strength. The bed of the river is yet firm ; wa 
will cross it, and try the opposite shore." 

Cross it we did, my delicate companioQ being as much 
sustained by my supporting arm, as by her own resolution, 
but we found the same obstacle to retreat interpoaing there 
also. The island above had turned the waters aside, until 
they found an outlet under each bank — shooting along Ibeir 
willowy shores, with the velocity of arrows. By this time, 
owing to our hurried movement, I found Anneke so far ex- 
hausted, that it was absolutely necessary to pause a minute 
to take breath. This pause was also necessary, in order to 
look about us, and to decide underslandingly as to the 
course it was necessary now to pursue. This pause, brief 
as it was, moreover, contributed largely to the apparent 
horrors of our situation. 

The grating, or grinding of the ice above us, cake upon 
cake, now sounded like the rushing of heavy winds, or the 
incessant roaring of a surf upon the sea-shore. The piles 
were becoming visible, by their height and their proximity, 
as the ragged barriers set slowly but steadily down upon us j 
and the whole river seemed to me to be in motion downwards. 
At this awful instant, when I began to think it was the will 
of Providence that Anneke and I were to perish together, a 
strange sound interrupted the fearful natural accessories o( 
that frightflil scene. I certainly heard the bells of a sleigh; 
at first they seemed distant and broken— then, nearer and 
incessant, attended by the rumbling of runners on the ice. 
I took oS* my cap and pressed my head, for I feared my 
brain was unsettled. There it came, however, more and 
more distinctly, until the trampling of horses' hoois mingled 
in the noise. 

" Can there be others as unhappy as ourselves I" exclaimed 
Anneke, forgetting ber own fears in generous sympathy. 
"See, Littl^agel-— see, dear Cornelius — yonder surely 
oomes another sleigh 1" 

Come it did, like the tempest, or the whirlwind ; passing 
within filly feet of us. I knew it at a glance. It was thft 
aleigh of Human Mordaunt, empty ; with the hone*, mad- 



...Gooylc 



8S0 fATAHSTOH. 

deaad by terror, ranning wherever their fei fs itppetled. As 
the sleigh passed, it was thrown on one aide ; then it was 
aace more whirled up agaiaj and it went out of sight, with 
the rumbling sound of the ruaocrs mbgliug with the jingling 
of bells and the tramp of boof». 

At this infant a loud, distant cry from a human voice, 
was certaioly heard. It seemed, to me, aa if some one 
called my name ; and Aoneke said, she so understood it, 
toe. The call, if call it was, came from the south, and 
ptom under the westera shore. At the next moment, awful 
retorts proceeded from the barrier above; and, passing aa 
arm around the ^nder waist of my lovely companion, to 
support her, I b^an a rapid moTement in the direction of 
that call. While attempting to reach the western shore, I 
fa«d observed a high mound of broken ice, that was floating 
down I or rather, was pressed down on the smooth surface 
of the froaen river, ia advance of the smaller cakes that 
came by in the current. It was increasing, in size, by ac- 
cessions £rom these Hosting cakes, and threatened to form a 
iiew dam, at some nariow pass beiow, as soon as of sufficient 
size. It occurred to me we should be temporarily safe, 
could we reach that mound, for it roee so high as to be above 
danger &om the water. Thither, then, I ran, almost ear- 
thing Aoneke on my arm ; our speed increased by Ibe lsr> 
nfic sounds from ibe dam above ua. 

We reached the mound, aitd found the cakes so piled, as 
to be able to ascend them ; though not without an cSbrt. 
AlUr getting up a layer or two, the broken mass became so 
irregular aiid raggeo, aa to render it necessary for me to 
inount first, and then to drag Anneke up after me. This I 
did, until exbansted ; and wo both seated ourselves on the 
edge of a cake, in order to recover our breath. While 
there, it struck me, that new sounds arose from ibe river) 
and, bending forward to examine, I saw that the water had 
forced its way through the dam above sod was oonuDg 
dawn upon us in a toxreat. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

Mj heart leapa up when I behoU 
A rainbow m tLe ckr: 

Sa wa.B it when my Lte begui ; 

So ia it now I &m a man; 

So be it irhen I ^all groir M, 
Oi let me die I 

He child ii Ikther c^the man; 
And I could vish mj daya tii bo 
Botrnd each to e&ch by natoral piety. 

Woiu»awo»T«. 

FiVB minutes longer on the ice of Ihe main channel, and 
we should have been swept away. Even as we still sal 
looking at the frightful force of the swifl current, as well aa 
the dim light of that clouded night would permit, I saw Guert 
Ten Eyck's sleigh whirl past us ; and, only a mioute later, 
Herman Mordaunt's followed ; Ihe poor, exhausted beasta 
struggling in the harness for freedom, that they might swim 
for their lives. Anneke heard the snorting of those wretched 
horses ; but her unpractised eyes did not detect them, im- 
mersed, as they were, in the current; nor had she recog- 
nised the sleigh that whirled past us, as her father's. A 
Utile later, a fearful shriek came from one of the fettered 
beasts ; such a heart-piercing cry as it is known the horse 
often gives. I said nothing on the subject, knowing that 
love for her father was one of the great incentives which had 
aroused my companion lo exertion ; and being unwilling to 
excite fears that were now latent. 

Two or three minutes of rest were all that circumstances 
peimitled. I could see that everything visible on the river, 
was in motion downwards ; the piles of ice on which we 
were placed, as well as the cakes that glanced by us, in 
their quicker descent. Our own motion was slow, on ac- 
count of the mass which doubtless pressed on the shoals of 
the west side of the river; as well as on account of the fnc- 
lion against the lateral fields of ice, and occasionally against 
the shore. Slill, we were in motion ; and I felt the neces- 
sity, on every account, of getting as soon as possible en the 
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weateroTei^orour floating island, in order to profit b}r any 
iavourable occurrence that might offer. 

Dear Anoekel — How edmirably did she behave that 
fearful night I From ihe moment she regained her entire 
sonsciousness, after I found her praying in Ihe bottom of tha 
sleigb, down to tliat instant, she had been as little of an en- 
cumbrance to my own eSbrts, as was at alt posaibl?. Reft- 
sonable, resolute, compliant, and totally without any ill-timed 
exhibition of womanly apprehension, she had done alt she 
was desired to do unlKsitatingly, and wilh intelligence. 
In ascending that pile of ice, by no means an easy task 
under any circumstances, we had acted in perfect concert; 
every cfibri of mine being aided by one of her own, directed 
by my advice and greater experience. 

" God has not draerted ua, dearest Anneke," I said, now 
that my companion's strength appeared to have returned, * 
" and we may yet hope to escape. I can anticipate the joy 
we shall bring to your father's heart, when be again take* 
you to his arms, safe and uninjured." 

" Dear, dear father !— What agony he must now be suf- 
fering on my account — Come, Corny, let us go to him at 
once, if it be possible." 

As this was said, the precious girl arose, and adjusted her 
tippet in a way that should cause her no encumbrance; like 
one ready to set about the execution of a serious task with 
all her energies. The muff had been dropped on the river; 
lor neither of us had any sensibility to cold. The night, 
however, was quite mild, for the season ; and we probably 
should not have sufiered, had our exertions been less violent, 
Anneke declared herself ready to proceed, and I commenced 
the difficult and delicate task of aiding her across an island 
composed of icy fragments, in order to reach its western 
margin. We were quite thirty feet in the air ; and a fall 
into any of the numerous caverns, among which we had to 
proceed, might have been fatal ; certainly would have crip- 
pled the su^rer. Then the surface of the ice was so smooth 
as to render walking on it an exceedingly delicate operation ; 
more especially as the cakes lay at all manner of inclina- 
tions to the plane of the horizon. Fortunately, I wore buck* 
skin moccasins over my boots; and their rough leather 
aided me greatly in maintaining my footing. Anneke, took 



«lc 



BATANSTOB. fiSS 

had socks of cloth ; without which, I do not think, she coold 
have possibly moved. By these aids, however, and by pro- 
ceeding with the ulmoat caution, we had actually succeeded 
in attaioiog our object, whea the Hoating mass shot into an 
eddy, and, tumiag slowly round, under this new influencot 
plac^ us on the outer Bide of the island again I Not a 
murmur escaped Anneke, at this disappointment ; but, with 
B sweetness of temper that spoke volumes in favour of her 
natural disposition, and a resignation that told her training, 
she professed a readiness to renew her efibrts. To this I 
would not consent, however ; for I saw that the eddy was 
still whirling us about ; and I thought it best to escape from 
its influence altogether, before we threw away our strength 
fruitlessly. Instead of re-crossing the pile, therefore, I told 
iny fkit companion that we would descend to a cake that 
lay level on the water, and which projected from the 
mass to such a distance, as to be cloao to the shore, should we 
again get near it. This descent was made, ader some 
trouble, though I was compelled to receive Anneke entirely 
into my arms, in order to eSect it. Effect it I did ; placing 
the sweet girl safely at my side, on the outermost and lowest 
of all the cakes in our confused pile. 

In some respects this change was for the better; while 
it did not improve our situation in others. It placed both 
Anneke and myself behind a shelter, as respected the wind ; 
which, though neither very strong nor very cold, had 
enough of. March about it to render the change acceptable. 
It look my companion, too, from a position where motion 
was difficult, and oflen dangerous ; leaving her on a level, 
even spot, where she could walk with ease and security, and 
keep the blood in motion by exercise. Then it put us both 
in the best possible situation to profit by any contact with 
that shore, along and near which our island was now slowly 
moving. 

There could no longer be any doubt of the state of tho 
river in general. It had broken up ; spring had come, like 
a thief in the night; and the ice below having given way, 
while the mass above bad acquired too much power to be 
resisted, everything was set in motion ; and, like the death 
of the strong man, the disruption of fields in themselves so 
thick and adhesive, had produced an agony surpassing the 
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Miul slm^e of Lbe seasons. Neverthelesi, the dowDward 
molioa haa begun in earnest, and the centre of the river 
was running like a sluice, carrymg away, in its current, 
those masses which had just before formed so menacing an 
obstacle above. 

Luckily, our own pile was a little aside from the great 
downward rush. I have sioce thought, that it touched the 
bottom, which caused it to turn, as well as retarded its 
movement. Be this as it might, we still remained in a little 
bay, slowly turning in a circle ; and glad was I to see our 
low cake coming round again, in sight of ihe western shore. 
The moment now demanded decision; and I pr^ared An- 
neke to meet it. A large, low, level cake had driven up on 
the shore, and extended out so far as to promise that our 
own cake would touch it, in our evolutions. I knew that 
the ice, in general, had not broken in consequence of aoy 
weakness of lis own, but purely under the weight of the eaor- 
mous pressure from abovei and the mighty force of ihe cur- 
real ; and that wo ran little, or no risk, in trusting our per- 
sons on the uttermost limits of any considerable fragmenL 
A station was taken, accordingly, near a projection of the 
cake we were on ; when we waited for the expected contact. 
At such moments, the slightest disappointment carries with 
it the force of the greatest circumstances. Several times 
did it appear, to us, that our island was on the point of 
touching the fastened cake, and as ollen did it incline aside ; 
at no time coming nearer than within six or eight feet. This 
distance it would have been easy enough, far 'me to leap 
across, but, to Anneke, it was a barrier as impassable as 
the illimitable void. The sweet girl saw this^ and, she 
acted like herself, under the circumstances. She look my 
hand, pressed it, and said earnestly, and with patient sweet- 

" Tou see how it is, Corny ; I am not permitted to escape^ 
but you can easily reach the shore. Go, then, and leave 
me in the hands of Providence. Go ; I never can forget 
what you have already done ; but it is usdeas to perish to- 

I have never doubted that Anneke was perfectly sincere 
in her wish that I should, at least, save my own life. The 
fcehng with which aha spoke ; the despair that waa cooung 
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over her ; and the movement of our ialsnd, which, at tlial 
moment, gave signs of shooting away from the shore, alto 
getber, roused me to a eudden, and certainly, to a very bold 
attempt. I tremble, even at this distance of time, as I write 
the particulars. A small cake of ice was floating in between 
us aiul that which lay firmly fastened to the shore. Its 
size was such as to allow it to pass between the two ; though 
not without coming nearly, if not absolutely, in contact wUh 
one, if not with both. I observed all this ; and, saying ooe 
word of encouragement to Anneke, I passed an arm around 
her waist — waited the proper moment — and spmng forward. 
It was necessary to make a abort leap, with my precious 
burthen on my arm, in order to gain this floating bridge; 
hut it was done, and successfully. Scarcely permitting An- 
neke's foot to touch this frail support, which was already 
ainking under our joint weight, I crossed it at two or three 
steps, and threw all my power into a last and desperale 
efibrt. I succeeded here, also; and f^l, upon the flrmer 
cake, with a licart filled with gratitude to God. The touch 
told me that we were saio ; and, in the next instant, we 
reached the solid ground. Under such circumstances, one 
usually looks bock to examine the danger he has Just eeae 
through. I did so ; and saw that the floating cake of ice 
had already passed down, and was out of reach ; while the 
mass that had been the means of saving us, was slowly fol- 
lowing, under some new impulse, received from the furious 
currents of the river. But we were saved ; and most de- 
voutly did 1 thank my God, who had mercifully aided our 
escape from perils so imminent. 

I was compelled to wait for Anneke, who fell upon her 
ksees, and remained there quite a minute, before I could aid 
her in ascending the steep acclivity which formed the west- 
ern bank of the Hudson, at this particular point. We 
reached the top, however, atler a little delay, and pausing 
once or twice to take breath ; when we first became really 
sensible of the true character of the scene from which we 
had been delivered. Dim as was the light, there was enough 
to enable us to overlook a considerable reach of the river, 
from that elevated stand. The Hudson resembled chaos 
rushing headlong between the banks. As for the cakes of 
9 dartiog past aioBlyi and others piled as hiftb m 
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Aouses— of course, the atream was Glled with such ; but, s 
large, dark object was seen coming through that very chan 
nel, over which Anneke and I had stood, less than an 
hour before, sailing down the current with fearful rapidity. 
It was a house ; ofno great size, it is true, but large euough 
to present a singular object on the river. A bridge, of some 
size, followed ; and a sloop, that had been borne away from 
the wharves of Albany, soon appeared in the strange assem- 
blage, that was thus suddenly collected on thb great artery 
of the colony. 

Sut the hour was late ; Anneke was yet to care for ; it 
was necessary to seek a shelter. Still supporting my lovely 
companion, who now began to express her uneasiness on 
account of her father, and her other friends, I held the way 
inland ,* knowing that there was a high road parallel to the 
river, and at no great distance from iL We reached the 
highway, in the course of ten minutes, and turned our faces 
northward, as the direction which led towards Albany. We 
had not advanced far before I heard the voices of men, who 
were coming towards us ; and glad was I to recognise that 
of Dirck FoUock among the number. I called aloud, and 
was answered by a shout of exultation, which, as I after- 
wards discovered, sponCaneousIy broke out of his mouth, 
when he recognised the form of Anneke. Dirck was powM- 
fully agitated when we joined him ; I had never, previously, 
seen anything like such a burst of feeling from him ; and it 
was some time before I could address him. 

"Of course, your whole party is aafel" I asked, a little 
doublingly; for I had actually given up all who had been in 
Herman Mordaunt's sleigh for lost. 

"Yes, thank God I all but the sleigh and horses. But 
where are Guert Ten Eyck and Mias Wallace?" 

" Gone ashore on the other side of the river ; we parted, 
and they took that direction, while we came hither." I said 
this to quiet Anneke's fears ; but I had misgivings about 
their having got off the river at all. "But let me know the 
manner of your own escape." 

Dirck then gave us a history of what had passed ; the whole 
party turning back to accompany us, as soon as I told them 
thai their errand — a search for the horses — was useless. 
TTjo substance of what we heard was as follows : — In Ike 



first eSbrt to reach the western shore, Herman Mordauit 
had been met by the very obstacle which Guert had foreseen, 
and he turned south, hoping to find some spot at which to 
land, by going farther from the dam that had formed above. 
After repeated efforts, and having nearly lost hia sleigh and 
the whole party, a point was reached at which Iterman 
Mordaunt determined to get his female companion on shore, 
at every hazard. This was to be done only by crossing 
floating cokes of ice, in a current that was already running 
at the rale of four or five miles in the hour. Dirck was left 
in charge of the horses while the experiment vfas made ; but 
seeing the adventurers in great danger, he flew to their as- 
ustance— when the whole party were immersed, though not 
in deep water. Left to themselves, and alarmed with the 
floundering in the river and the grinding of the cakes, Her> 
man Mordaunt's bays went off in the confusion. Mrs. 
Bogart waa assisted to the land, and was helped to reach 
the nearest dwelling — a comfortable farm-house, about a 
quarter of a mile beyond the point where we had met the 
party. There Mrs, Bogart had been placed in a warm bed, 
and the gentlemen were supplied with such dry clothes as 
the rustic wardrobe of these simple people could furnish. 
The change made, Dirck was on his way to ascertain what 
bad become of the sidgh and horses, as has been mentioned. 

On inquiry, I found that the spot where Anneke and 
myself had landed was quite three miles below the island on 
which Goert and I had drawn the sleigh. Nearly the whole 
of this distance had we floated with the pile of broken ice, in 
the short time we were on it ; a proof of the furious rale at 
which the current was setting downward. No one had 
heard anything of Guert and Mary ; but I encouraged my 
companion to believe that they were necessarily safe on the 
other shore. I certainly deemed this to be very questionable, 
but there was no use in anticipating evil. 

On reaching the farm-house, Herman Mordaunt's delight 
and gratitude may more easily be imagined than described. 
He folded Anneke to his heart, ant^ehe wept like an infant 
on his bosom. Nor was I forgotten in this touching scene, 
but came in for a full share of notice. 

" I want no details, noble young man—" I am professing 
to write the tmtb, and must bo exciuad for relating such 
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things u Uiese, but — "I want no details, noble youna 
man," said Herman MordauDl, squeezing my hand, " to fKl 
oertoiD that, uoder God, 1 owe my child's life, for the second 
time, to you. I wbh to Heaven ! — but, no matter — it is now 
too iate^some other way may aod mut ofibr. I scarce 
know what I say, Littl^tage; but what I mean is, to expreas 
faiiUly, some small portion of the gratitude I feet, and to lot 
you know bow sensibly and de^y your services are felt 
and appreciated." 

The reader may tbink it odd, that this incoherent, but 
pregnant speech, made little impression on me at the time, 
beyond the grateful conviction of having really rendered the 
greatest of all services to Anoeke and her father; though I 
bad better occasion to remember it afterwards. 

It is unnecessary to dwell more particularly on the occur- 
rences at ihe farm-house. The worthy people did what they 
could to make ua comforlable, and we were all warm in bed, 
in the course of the next half-hour. 

On the Ibllowing morning a wagon was harnessed, and 
we leA these simple countrymen and women — who refused 
everything like compensalioo, as a matter of course — and 
proceeded homeward. I have heard it said that we Amen- 
cana are mercenary : it may be so, but not a man, probably, 
exista in the colonies, who would accept money for such as- 
sistance. We were two hours in reaching Albany, on 
wheels ; and entered the place about tea, in a very different 
style from thai in which we had quitted it the day before. 
As we drove along, the highway frequently led us to pmnta 
that commanded views of the river, and we had so many 
opportunities of noting the effects of the freehet. Of ica, 
very little remained. Here and there a coke or a pile was 
seen still adhering to the shore, and occasionally fragmenla 
floated downwards ; but, as a rule, the torrent had swept all 
before it. I particularly took notice of the island on which 
we had sought refuge. It was entirely under water, but ita 
outlioes were to be traced by the bushes which lined its low 
banks. Most of the t;gea on its upper end were cut down, 
and all that grew on it would unquestionably hove gone, had 
not the dam given way as early as it did. A great number 
(rf* trees bad been broken down on all the island ; and large 
fxn and heavy Imaka were still floating in the cariflot, dut 
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wera lately tenute of the Ibiest, and had been vitdendj 
torn froiD their places. 

We found all the lower part of Albany, too, under water, 
Boalfl were actually moving through the streets j a (MQsider* 
sUe portioa of its inhabiiaiits having no otlior meana of 
commiuucating with their Deighboura. A iiloop of some size 
lay up oa one of the lowest spots ; and, as the water was 
already subsiding, it was said she would remain there until 
removed by the shipwrighta. Nobody was drowned in Ibe 
place ; for it is not usual for the people of these colonies to 
"■"Mt'" ia their beds, at such times, to await the appearance 
of the enemy in at dieir windows. We c^len read of such 
accideots destroyiog hundreds in the Old World ; but, in (he 
New, human life is of too much account to be unnecessarily 
thrown away, and so we make aome efibrts to preserve it. 

As we drove into the street in which Herman Mordauat 
lived, we heard a shout, and turning our heads, we saw 
Gaert Ten Eyck waving his cap to ua, with joy deliikealed 
ia every leatore of his handsome ioce. At the next moment 
he was at oar side. 

** Mr. Herman Hivdaunt," he cried, shaking that gentle- 
man most cordially by the hand, "1 look upon you as one 
raised from the dead ; you and my escelJeDt neighbour, 
Mrs. Bogart, and Mr. Follock, here I How you got off the 
river is a mystery to me, for I well kaow that the water 
eomnionty breaks through first under the west shore. Corny 
and Miss Amieka — Giod bleaa yon bolhl Mary Wallace ia 
in terror lest ill newB come irom sotnoof you; but Iwill run 
ahead and let her know the gbd tidings. It is but five 
raJBotes sioce 1 left her, starting at evwy sound, lest it prove 
Ae foot of some ill-omeaed masaenger." 

Goert stopped to say no more. La a loiniite he was inside 
of Hermmi Mordaant's honse — ia another Auieke and Mary 
Wallace vrare locked in each other's arms. After ejchang. 
ii^ salutes, Mrs. Bogart was conveyed to her own residence, 
and there was a termination to that memorable expedition. 

Guert had less to communieats, in the way of dangers 
and marvels, than I had aiitidpated. It seemed, that when 
he and Miss Wallace reached the inner margin of the Ja^ 
WftBd, a large cake of ics had entered the strait, and got 
jimiiiiil , at iath0r> that it went thnxigh, forced bgr th* 
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tremendous pressure above ; though not wUhout lonng lar^ 
masses, aa it came ia contact with the ahores, and griading 
much of its material into powder, by the attrition. Guert'a 
presence of mind and decision did him ezcetlent service here. 
Without delaying an instant, the moment it was in his power, 
he led Mary on that cake, and crossed the narrow branch 
of the river, which alone separated him from the main land, 
on it, dry-shod. The water was beginning to find ita way 
over this cake, as it usually did od all thMS that lay low, 
and which even stopped in their progress; but this cud not 
offet any serious obstacles to persons who were so prompt. 
Safe themselves, our friends remained to see if we could not 
be induced to join them ; and the call we beard, was from 
Guert, who had actually re-crossed to the island, in the hope 
of meeting us, and directing us to a place of safety. Guert 
never said anything to me on the subject, himself; but I 
subsequently gathered from Mary Wallace's accounts, that 
the young man did not rejoin her without a good d^ of 
hazard and difficulty, and after a long and fruitless search 
for his companions. Finding it useless to remain any longer 
on the river-side, Guert and his companion held their way 
towards Albany. About midnight they reached the ferry, 
opposite to the town ; having walked quite six miles, filled 
with uneasiness on account of those who had been left be- 
hind. Guert was a man of decision, and he wisely deter- 
mined it would be better to proceed, than to attempt waking 
up the inmates of any of the houses he passed. The river 
was now substantially free from ice, though nmomg with 
great velocity. But, Guert was an expert oarsman ; and, 
finding a skiff, he persuaded Mary Wallace to enter it ; actu- 
ally succeeding, by means of the eddies, in landing her 
within ten feet of the very spot where the hand-sled had de> 
posited him and inyself,only a fewdays before. From this 
point, there was no difficulty in walking home; and Miss 
Wallace actually slept in her own bed, that eventful night, 
if, indeed, she could sleep. 

Such was the termination of this adventure ; one that I 
have rightly termed memorable. In the eod. Jack and 
Moses came in safe and sound ; having probably swum 
ashore. They were found in the publu: road, onljr a short 
distance &ma the town, and were brought in lo tbeir master 
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the nme day. Every one who too£ any interest in hcnaea 
— ^lod what Dutchman doea not? — knew Jack and Moses, 
and there was no difficulty in BtcertaJning to whom they 
belonged. What is singular, however, both sleighs were 
recovered ; though at long intervals of time, and under 
yety diSerent circumalancea. That of Guert, wolves' skins 
and all, actually went down the whole length of the river on 
the ice ; passing out to sea through the Narrows. It must 
have gone by New York in the night, or doubtless it would 
have been picked up ; while the difficulty of reaching it, was 
its protector on the descent, aboee the town. Once outside 
of the Narrows, it was thrown by the tide and winds upon 
the shore of Staten Island ; where it was hauled to land, 
housed, and, beine properly advertised in our New York 
paper, Guert actusjly got tidings of it in time to receive it, 
skins and all, by one of the first sloops that ascended the 
Hudson that year ; which was within a fortnight after the 
liver had opened.* The year 1758 was one of great activity, 
on account of the movements of the army, and no lime was 
then unnecessarily lost. 

The history of Herman Mordannt'a sleigh was very dif- 
ferent. The poor bays most have drowned soon after we 
saw them floating past us in the torrent. Of course, life 
luid no sooner left them, than they sank to the bottom of the 
river, carrying with them the sleigh to which they wero 
still attached. In a few days the animals rose to the sur- 
face— as is usual with all swollen bodies — bringing up the 
sleigh again. In this condition, the wreck was overtaken 
by a downward bound sloop, the men of which ^saved the 
sleigh, harness, skins, foot-stoves, and such other articles as 
would not float away. 

Our adventure made a good deal of noise in the circle of 
Albanyj aod-I have reason to think that my own conduct 
was approved by those who heard of it, Bulatrode paid me 
an especial visit of thanks, the very day of my return, 
when the following conversation took place between us : — 

" You seem fated, my dear Corny," the Major observed, 
after he had paid the usual compliments, " to be always 
serving me in the most material way, and I scarcely know 
how to express all I feel on the occasion. First, the lion, 
and now this afiair of the river — but, that Guert will diowo, 
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or make amy vllh the whole ftmily before the Bummer is 
over, uolew Mr. MordanEit puts a stop to kit interference.'* 

"This accident was one Ifaat might have overtaken die 
oldest and most prutlent man in Albany. The liver seemed 
as solid as the street when we went on it ; and another hour, 
even as^t waa, would have brought us all home, in entira 
safety." 

"Ay, but that hour came near brin^g death and desola- 
tion into the most charming family in the colony ; and you 
liave been the means of averting the heaviest part of the 
blow, I wish to Heaven, Littlepa^e, that you would con- 
sent to come into the army ! Join us as a volimleer, the 
moment we move, and I will write to Sir Hury to obtain a 
pair of colours for you. As soon as be hears that we are 
indebted to your coolness and courage for the lile of Miss 
Mordaunt, he will move heaven and earth, to maniCest liis 
grslilude. The instant this good parent made up bis mind 
to accept Misa Mordaunt as a daughter, he began to coo^der 
her as a child of his own." 

"And Anneke — Miss Mordaunt, herself, Mr. Bulstrod c ■ 
does she regard Sir Harry as a lather 1" 

" Why, that must be coming by alow degrees, as a matter 
of course, you know. Women are slower than us men to 
admit such totally novel impressions ; and I dare say Anneke 
fancies one father enough for her, just at this moment: 
though she sends very pleasant messages to Sir Harry, I 
can assure you, when in the bumotir I But, what makes 
you BO grave, my good Coniyl" 

" Hr. Bulstrode, I conceive it no more than fair, to be as 
honest as yourself in this matter. You have told tne that 
you are a suitor for Miss Hordaunt's hand ; I will bow own 
to you that I am your rival," 

My companion heard this declaration with a qmet smile, 
and the roost perfect good-nature. 

" So you actually wish to become the husband of Anneke 
Mordaunt, yourself, my dear Corny, do you 1" he said, so 
coolly, that I was at a loss to know of what sort of materials 
the man could be made. 

" I do. Major BoUt r od o— i t ia the first and last wish of 
my heart." 
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S&TAMBTOB. gQg 

"Since you seem disposed to reciprocate my confidence 
you will not take offence if I ask you a question or two !" 

"Certainly not, sir; your own frankne^ shall be a rul« 
for my governmenl." 

" Have you ever let Miss Mordaunt know that such are 
your wishes ?" 

"1 have, sir; and that in the plainest terms — such qb 
cannot well be misunderstood." 

" What ! last night ?— On.that infernal ice !— While she 
thousht her life was in your hands 1" 

" Nothing was said on the subject, last night, for we had 
other thoughts to occupy our minds." 

■■ It would have been a most ungenerous thing to lake ad- 
vantage of a lady's fears — " 

"Major Bulstrodc! — I cannot submit — " 

" Hush, my dear Corny," interrupted the other, holding 
out a hand in a most quiet and friendly manner; "there 
must be no misunderstanding between you aod me. Men 
are never greater simpletons, than when they let the secret 
consciousness of their love of life push them into swaggering 
about their honour ; when their honour has, in fact, nothing 
to do with the matter in hand. I shall not quarrel with you ; 
and must beg you, in advance, to receive my apologies for 
any little indecorum into which I may be betrayed by sur- 
prise ; Bs for great pieces of indecorum, I shall endeavour 
(o avoid them." 

" Knough has been said, Mr. Bnlstrode ; I am no wrangler, 
to quarrel with a shadow; and, I trust, not in the least, 
that most contemptible of all human beings, a social bully, 
to be on all occasions menacing the sword or the pistol. 
Such men usually do nothing, when matters come to a 
crisis. Even when they fight, they fight bunglingly, and 
innocently," 

" Tou are right, Littlepage, and I honour yonr sentiments. 
I have remarked that the most expert swordsman with hia 
tongtie, and the deadest shot at a shingle, are commonly aa 
innocent as lamba of the shedding of blood on the ground. 
They can sometimes screw themselves up to meet an adver- 
sary, but it exceeds their powers to use their weapons pro- 
perly, when it comes to serious work. The swaggerer is 
svflT n ooward at heart, however well he may wear a nnik 
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ibi a time. But eoough of this. — We uoderstand each other, 
and ere to remain frienda, uader all circumstaDcea, May I 
question furlherl" 

"AA what you please, Bulstrode — 1 shall answer, or not, 
at my own discretion." 

" Then, permit me to inquire, if Major Littlepage haa 
authorized you to ofier proper setllemenls 1" 

" 1 am authorized to otfer nothing. — Nor is it usual for 
the husband to make settlemei^ on his wife, in these colo- 
nies, further than what the law does for her, in favour of 
ber own. The father, sometimes, has a care for the third 
generation. 1 should expect Herman Mordaunt to settle \i» 
eetate on his daughter, and her rightful heirs, let ber marry 
whom she may." 

"Ay, that is a very American notion ; and one on which 
Heimaa Mordaunt, who remembers his ezlraclioD, will 
be little likely to act. Well, Corny, we are rivals, as it 
would seem ; but that is no reason we should not remun 
friends. We understand each other — ihough, perhaps, I 
ought lo tell you all." 

" I should be glad to know aU, Mr. Bulstrode ; and can 
meet my fate, I hope, like a man. Whatever it may coat 
me, if Anneke prefer another, her happiness will be dearer 
to me than my own." 

" Yea, my dear fellow, we all say and think so at one- 
and-lwenty ; which is about your age, I believe. At two- 
and-tweoty, we begin to see that our own happiness has an 
equal claim on us; and, at fAree-and-twenty, we even give 
it the preference. However, 1 will be just, if I am sel&sh. 
I have no reason to believe Anne Mordaunt does prefer me ; 
though my perhaps is not altogether without a meaning, 

" In which case, I may possibly be permitted (o know to 
what it refers 1" 

" It refers to the father; and, I can Cell you, my fine fel. 
low, that fathers are of some account, in the arrangement 
of marriages between parties of any standing. Had not Sir 
Harry authorized my own proposals, where should I have 
been? Not a farthing of settlement could I have offered, 
while he remained Sir Harry ; notwithstanding I bad the 
prodigious advantage of the entail. I can tell you what it 
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is. Corny ; the existing power ia always en important power 
since we all think more of the preseul lime, than of lb« 
future. That is the reason so few of us get to Heaven. As 
for Herman Mordaunt, I deem it no more than fair to tell 
you, he is on my side, heart and hand. He iikes my o^n 
of settlement j he likes my family ; he likea my rank, civil 
end military ; and I am not altogether without the hope, that 
he likes mc." 

I made no direct answer, and the conversation soon . 
changed. Bulstrode's declaration, however, caused me to 
remember both the speech and manner of Herman Mor- 
daunt, when ho thanked me for saving his daughter's life. 
I now began to reflect on it ; and reflected on it much during 
the nest few ntonlhs. In the end, the reader will learn the 
efiect it bad on my happiness. 



CHAPTER xvrn. 

Good Sir, why da yoa itarl ; and seem to fear 
Things that do Bound bo fair? I' the naiD« of Initli, 
Are je ftntaBticd, or that indeed 
Which outwardly je show?" 

Banqua. 

As I have said already, the adventure on the river msda 
a good deal of noise, in that simple community ; and it had 
theeflect to render Guert and myself a sort of heroes, in a 
small way ; bringing me much more into notice, Ihaa Would 
otherwise have Iwen the case. I thought that Guert, in par- 
ticular, would be likely to reap its benefit; for, various 
elderly persons, who were in t|ie habit of frowning, when- 
ever his name was mentioned, 1 was given to understand, 
could now smile ; and two or three of the most severe among 
the Albany moralists, were heard to say that, " after all, 
there was some good about that Guert Ten Eyck," The 
reader will not require to be told, that a high-school moral- 
ist, in a place as retired and insulated as Albany, must 
larily be a being that became subject to a very teven 
§3 
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code. Morality, as I understand the matter, has s good 
deal of coDventioD about it. There is town-morality and 
couDtry-moralily, all over the world, as they tell me. But, 
in America, our morab were, and long have been, separated 
into three great and very distinct classes ; viz. — New Eng- 
land, or puntan- morals ; middle colonies, or liberal morals ; 
and southern colonies, or latiludinarian morals. I shall not 
pretend to point out all the shades of difTereDce in these seve> 
ral schools ; though that in which I had myself beeo taught, 
was necessarily the most in coDformily with my own tastes. 
There were minor shades to be found in the saine school ; 
Guert and myself belonging to difierent classes. Mis morals 
were of the Dutch class ; while mine more properly be- 
longed to the English. The great characteristic of the 
Dulcb school, was the tendency to excess that prevailed, 
when indulgencies were sought. With them, it did Dot rain 
often ; but, when it did rain, it was pretty certain to pour. 
Old Col. FoUock was a case in point, oa this score ; nor 
was his son Dirck, yotiog and dillident as ho was, altogether 
an exception to Iho rule. There was not a more respectable 
man in the colony, in the main, than Col. Van Valkenburgh. 
He was well connected ; had a handsome unencumbered 
estate ; and money at interest ; — was a principal prop, in the 
church of his neighbourhood ; was esteemed as a good bu». 
band ; a good father ; a true friend ; a kind neighbour ; an 
excellent, and loyal subject, and a thoroughly honest man. 
Nevertheless, Col, Van Valkenburgh had his weak times 
and seasons. He would have a frolic ; and the Dominie 
was obliged to wink at this propensity. Mr. Worden oAea 
nicknamed him Col. Frolic. His frolics might he divided 
into two classes; viz, the moderate and immoderate. Of 
the first, he had two or three turns a year; and these were 
the occasions on which he commonly visited Satanstoe, 
or had my father with him at Rockrockarock, as his 
own place, In Rockland, was called. On these visits, 
whether to or from, there was a large consumption of tobacco, 
beer, cider, wine, rum, lemons, sugar, and the other ingre- 
dients of punch, toddy and flip; but no outrageously durable 
excesses. There was much laughing, a great deal of good 
Ceeling, many stories, and regular repetitions of old adrcn- 
pina, in Itie way of trftditiopal parrat|0|u ; bm nothing thatf 
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could be called decided excesses. Il is true, that my grand> 
father, and my father, aod the Rev. Mr. Worden, and Col. 
Follock, were much in the habit of retiring to their beds a 
little confused in their brains , the consequence of so much 
tobacco-smoke, as Mr, Worden always maintained ; but 
everything was decent, and in order. The parson, for in> 
stance, invariably pulled up on a Friday ; and did not take 
his place in the circle until Monday evening, again ; which 
gave him fully twenty-four hours, to cool off in, before he 
ascended tbe pulpit. I will say this, for Mr. Worden, that 
he was very systematic and methodical in the observance of 
all his duties j and 1 have known him, when he happened 
lo be late at dinner, on discovering that my father had 
omitted to say grace, insist on everybody's laying down 
their knives and forks, while he asked a blessing; even 
though it were after the fish was actually eateo. No, no ; 
Mr. Worden was a particular person, about all such things; 
and il was generally admitted, that he had been the means 
of causing grace to be introduced into several families, in 
Westchester ; in which it had never been the practice to 
have it, before his examples and precepts were known to 
them. 

I bad not been acquainted with Guert Ten Eyck a fort- 
night, before 1 saw he had a tendency to the same sort of 
excesses as those to which Col. Van Valkeoburgh was ad- 
dicted. There was an old French Huguenot living near 
Salanstoe — or rather, the son of one, who still spoke his 
fttther's language — and who used to call Col. Pollock's 
frolics his " grai>d» eouehert," and his "petit eouehert;"* 

• In pUin Eoglirfi, the "great go-to-bed," and the "little go-to- 
bed." There mny be B. portion of our readcra who ate not aware that 
tbe word "leToe," meaDing a laotamg reception by a great man, il 
derired from the French " lever," which meani " to riae," or " to get 
np," Tbe kings of France were in the habit of receiving iiomage at 
their morning toileta ; a, strange custom, that doabtleas had its origin 
in the anprtntmtrit of the courtier to inquini how hi* master had 
■lept; wbich receptions were divided into two elaaaoB, the "grand 
Imtr," and the "ptiil Iner" — the" great gelting-up" or the "littlo 

Cng-up." The first wae an occasion of more stele than the last 
I down to the time oFCharlei X., the court papers seldom went a 
week without announcing that the king bad signed the contract of 
BUiriafe — K cuitomaj; compliineDt in France, among fiicDda of tbit 
or that penmage — at the "grand lever," or at tbe"petitl«VWi" tlw 
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iBwiRDCh as he usually got to bed at the last, without asatat* 
■Dce ; while at the first, it waa indiapeosable that some aid 
■bould be pn^red. It was these " grands couchera" st 
which my father never assisted. On these occasions, the 
colonel io*anably held bis orgies over io Rockland, in the 
society of men of purely Dutch extraction ; there being 
■omething exclusive in the enjoymenL 1 have heard it said 
that these last frolics sometimes lasted a week, on really im< 
portant occasions; during the whole of which time the 
colonel and all near him were as happy as lords. Tbesa 
** grandt coucher»," however, occurred but rarely — coming 
round, as it might he, like leap-years, just to regulBte tba 
calendar, and adjust the time. 

As fiir my new friend, Guert, he made no manifestation 
towards a ^^ grand eoucher" during (he time I remained at 
Albany — this his attachment to Mary Wallace forbade — but, 
I discoveied by means of hints and allusions, that he had 
been engaged in one or two such a^rs, and that (here was 
■till a loegiog fcH' them in his bones. It was owing to her 
consciousness of the existence of such weaknesses, and her 
own strong aversion to anything of the sort, that, I am per- 
suaded, Mary Wallace was alone induced to hesitate about 
■cceptiog Guert'a weekly ofier of his hand. The tenderness 
she evidently felt for him, now shone too obviously in her 
eyes, to leave any doubt in my mind ofGuert's final success; 
for what woman ever refused long to surrender, when tbs 
image of the besieger had taken its place in the citadel of 
her heart ! Even Anoeke received Guert with much favour, 
after his excellent behaviour on the river ; and I fancied that 
everything was going on most flatteringly for my friend, 
while it seemed lo me that I made no advances in my own 
suit. Such, at least, were my noliooa on the subject, at the 
very moment when my new friend, as it appeared, was 
nearly driven to desperation. 

It was near the end of April, or about a month after our 
perilous adventure on the ice, that Guert came lo seek me, 
one fine spring morning, with something very like despair 
depicted in his fine, manly face. During the whole of that 
month, it ought to he premised, I had not da red to apeak of 
flnt, Ilwlim, bat am Mt qert*iD,braaf tb« fnator hanowsf tta 
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love to Anneke. Hy attenlions and vluts were incessant 
and pointed, but my tongue had beea fiileot. The diffidence of 
real adroiration had held me toague-tied ; and I fooliahly fan. 
cied there would be something tiKe presuming on the sernces 
I bad BO lately rendered, in urging my suit so soon after the 
occurrence of the events I have described. I had even tbo 
romanoe to think it might be taking an undue advantage 
of Bulstrode, to wish to press my claims at a moiDeDt wbea 
the common object of our suit might be supposed to feel the 
influence of a lively gratitude. These were the notions and 
aentiments of a very young man, it must be confessed ; but 
I do not know that I ought to fed a^iamed of them. At 
all events, they existed ; uid they had produced the efiect I 
have mentioned, leaving me to fall, each day, more despe- 
rately in love, while I made no sensible advances in prefer- 
ring my suit. Guert was very much in the sanae situation, 
with this diSerence, however ; he made it a point to ofier 
himself, distinctly, each Monday morning, invariably leceiv* 
lug for an answer " no ;" if the lady were to be pressed for 
B de6nite reply; but leaving some glimn>ering of hope, 
should time be given for her to make up ber mind. The 
Tisit of Guert's, to which I have just alluded, was after <ffls 
of the customary o&ra, and usual replies ; (be oSer direct, 
•Bd the "no," tempered by the doubling and tiiougbtful 
brow, tbe af^tionale smile, and the tearful eye. 

" Corny," said my friend, throwing down his hat with a 
most rueful aspect ; for, winter having departed, and spring 
come, we had all laid aside our fur>caps — " Corny, 1 faara 
just been refused again I That word, ' oo,' has got to be so 
common with Mary Wallace, that I am afraid her tongue will 
never know how to utter a ' yes I' Do you know, Corny, I 
have a great mind to consult Mother Doortje I" 

"Mother whol — You do not mean Mr. Mayor's cook, 
mrely !" 

*' No ; Mother Doortje. She is said to be tbe best fortune- 
teller that has ever lived in Albany. But, perhaps, you do 
not believe in fortune-tellers ; some people I know do notl" 

" I cannot say that I have much belief, or unbelief, on 
the subject, never having seen anything of that sort." 

" Have they, then, no fortune-telleri no person who hM 
the dark art, in New York?" 
23* 
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" I hsTQ beard of Buch people, but have never had an 
i^>portnnity of seeing or hearing for myself. If you do go 
to see this Mother Dorncby, or whatever you call her, I 
•bould like amazingly to be of the party."* 

Guert waa delighted to hear this, and he caught eagerly 
at the efier. If I would stand his friend he would go at 
once; but he coufessed he did not like to trust himseif ail 
■lone in the old woman's company. 

" I am, perhaps, the only man of my time of life, in 
Albany, who has not, sooner or later, consulted Mother 
Doortje;" he added. " I do not know how it is, but, tome- 
how, I have never liked to tempt fortune by going to ques- 
tion her ! One never can tell what such a being may say ; 
■nd should it be evil, why it might make a man very miser- 
able. I am sure I want no more trouble, as it is, than to 
find Mary Wallace so undetermined about having me!" 

" Then you do not mean to go, after all ! 1 am not only 
ready, but anxious to accompany you," 

" You mistake me. Corny. Go I will, now, though ahe 
tell me that which will cause me to cut my throat — but, wa 
must not go as we are ; we must disguise ourselves, in order 
that she may not know us. Everybody goes disguised ; and 
then they have an opportunity of learning if she is in a good 
vein, or not, by seeing if she can leil anything about their 
business, or habits, in the first place. If she fail in that, I 
should not care a straw for any of the rest. So, go to work, 
Corny, and dress yourself for the occasion — borrow some 
clothes of the people in the house, here, and come round to 
tne, as soon as you please ; I shall be ready, tor I often go 
disguised to frolics — yes, unlucky devil that I am, and aotna 
back disguised, too I 

Everything was dond, as desired. By means of a servant 
in the tavern, I was soon equipped in a way that satisfied 
Bie was very successful ; inasmuch as I passed Dirck, in 
quitting the house, and ray old, confidenlial friend did not 
recognise me. Guert was in as good luck, as I actually 
asked himself for himself, when he opened the door for my 

* Doartje — ptonouDced Dooit-yay — nieam Darothek. Mc. Littla. 
pa^ uica B sort of corrupllon of the pronunciatioa. I woll remem 
ha a. fortiuie-telleT of that name, in Albany i thoDgh It coold not havs 
heon the Doorlje of 1758. — EnrroR. 

... ...Gooylc 



admissuHi. Tbe laugfa, and the hand»me face, howerar, 
soon let me iota the secret, and we sallied forth in high 
apirita ; nlmoat forgettiug our misgivings conceraing lbs 
future, in tbe fuQ of pasuog our acquaintances in tbe street, 
without being known. 

Guert was much more artistically and knowingly dis- 
guised, than I was myself. We both had put on the clothw 
of labourers ; Guert wearing a smock-frock that he hap- 
pened to own for hia fishing occupations in summer — but I 
had my usual linen in view, and wore all the ordinary minor 
articles of my daily attire. My friend pointed out some of 
these defects, as we went along, and an attempt was mads 
to remedy them. Mr. Worden coming in view, I deleroiined 
to stop him, and speak to him in a disguised voice, la order 
to ascertain if it were possible to deceive him. 

*' Your sarvBDt, Tominie," I said, making an awkward 
bow, as soon as we got near enough to the parson to ad- 
dress him ; " be you ter Tominie, that marries folk od a 
pinch V 

"Ay, or on a handful, liking the last best. — Why, Corny, 
thou rogue, what does all this mean 1" 

It was necessary to let Mr. Worden into tbe secret; and 
he no sooner learned tbe business we were on, than he ex- 
pressed a wish to be of the party. As there was no declin- 
ing, we now went to the ion, and gave him time to assume 
a suitable disguise. As the divine was a rigid observer of 
the costume of his profession, and was most strictly a man 
of bis cltah, it was a very easy matter for him to make such 
a change in his exterior, as completely to render him incog- 
nito. When all was ready, we went finally forth, on our 

" I go with you, Corny, on this foolish buwness," said the 
Rev. Mr. Worden, as soon as we were fairly on our way, 
" to comply with a promise made your escelleol mother, not 
to let you stray into any questionable company, without 
keeping a lalherly eye over you. Now, I regard a fortune- 
teller's, as a doubtful sort of society ; therefore, I feel it to 
be a duly, to make one of this parly." 

I do not know whether the Rev. Mr. Worden succeeded 
in deceiving himself; but, 1 very well know, he did not suc- 
ceed in deceiving roe. The lact was, he loved a frolic ; and 
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notking made him happier, th&a to have an opportunity of 
joioing in just such ttn adveattue aa that we were on. 
Judging from the position of ber house, and the appenranoe 
of things in and arouod it, the business of Mother Doortje 
was not of the most lucrative sort. Dirt and poverty were 
two things not easily encountered, io Albany ; and, I do not 
■ay, that we found very positive evidence of either, here; 
but there was less neatness than was usual in that ultrs- 
tidy community; and, as for any great display of abun- 
dance, it was certainly not to be met with. 

We were admitted hy a young woman, who gave us to 
naderatand that Mother Doortje had a couple of customera, 
already ; but she invited us to sit down in an outer room, 
prombing that our turn should be the next. We did so, ac- 
cordingly, listening, through a door that was a little ajar, 
with no small d^ree of curiosity, to what was passing 
within, I accidentally took a seat in a place that enabled 
me to see the l^s of one of the fortune-teller's customera ; 
and, I thought, immediately, that the striped stockings were 
iamiliar to me; when the nasal, and very peculiar intona- 
lion of Jason, put the matter out of all doubt He spoke in 
an earnest manner ; which rendered him a little incautious ; 
while the woman's tones were low and mumbled. Notwith- 
standing, we all overheard the following discourse — 

" Well, now, Mother Dorrichay," said Jason, in a very 
confiding sort of way, " I 've paid you well, for this bers 
business, and I want to know if there is any chance, for a 
poor man, in this colony, who doesn't want for friends, or, 
ibr that matter, merit?" 

" That's yourself," mumbled the female voice — in the 
way one announces a discovery — " yes, I see, by the cards, 
that your question applies to yourself. You are a young 
man, that wants not for friends ; and you have merit ! You 
have friends that you deserve; the cards tells me that!" 

" Well, I 'II not deny the truth of what you assert ; and, I 
must say, Dirclc, it t< a little strange, this woman, who 
never saw me before, should know me so well — my very 
nalur', as it might be. But, do you think, I shall do well 
to follow up the affair I am now on, or that I had best giv* 
it up?" 

" Give up nothing," answered the oracle, in a very ora 
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oular manner, shuffling the carets bs she spoke ,* " no, gn« 
up nothing, but keep all you can. That ia the way to 
thrive, in thie world." 

" By the Hokey, Dirck, abe givea good advice, and I think 
I shall follow it I But how about the land, and the mill- 
seat— «r, rather, how about the particular things I 'm think- 
ing about 1" 

"You are thinking of purchasing — yea, the cords say 
purchasing I or is it 'disposing — '" 

" Why, as I've got none to sell, it can't very well bo 
disposing, Mother." 

" Yea,' I 'm right— this Jack of Clubs settles the mailer^ 
you are thinking of buying some land — Ah ! there 's water 
running down-hill; and here I see a pond — -Why, you are 
thinking of buying a mill-seat." 

" By the Hokey 1 — Who would have thought this, DircJc I" 

" Not a mill ; no, there is no mill built ; but a mill<«eat^ 
Six, king, three and an ace ; yes, I see how it is— and yoa 
wish to get this mill-seat at much less than ita real value. 
Much less ; not less, but muck less." 

" Well, this is wonderful I I '11 never gainsay fortin-tel- 
lin' ag'in !" exclaimed Jason. " Dirck, you are to say 
BOthin' of this, or think nothin' of tbis — as it 's ail in con- 
fidence, you know. Now, jist put in a last word, about tha 
end of life. Mother, and I 'H be satisfied. What you have 
told me about my fortin and earnin'a muat be true, I ihinic, for 
my whole heart is in them ; but 1 should like to know, after 
enjoying so much wealth and happiness as you 've foretold, 
what sort of an end 1 am to make of it!" 

"An excellent end — full of grace, and hope, and christiaa 
foith. J see here, semething that looks like a clergyman's 
gown — white sleeves — book under the arm — " 

" That can't be me. Mother, as I 'm no lover of forms, 
but belong to the platform," 

■■ Oh I I see how it is, now ; you dislike Church of E^g- 
hod people, and could throw dirt at them. Yea, ye»— here 
you are— -a ^resbyterian deacon, and one that can lead in a 
private meeting, on an occasion." 

-' Come, Dirck, 1 'm satisfied — let ua go ; ve have kept 
Bkther Doorichaise long enough, and 1 Itoard some nshan 
QOme in, jiMt now. Thank you, niDlhcr-*4haiik jrou, wtA 
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JasoD now arose, and walked out of the house, without 
even deigning to look at us — and consequentty without our 
beiDg recogaised. But Dirck lingered a minute, not jret 
BBtialied with what had been already told him. 

" Do you really think I shall never be married, Mother I" 
he asked, in a tone that sufficiently betrayed the importance 
he attached to the answer. " I wish to know that particu- 
larly, before 1 go away 1" 

" Young man," answered the fortune-teller in an oracular 
manner; "what has been said, has been said 1 I cannot 
make fortunes, but only reveal them. You have heard Chat 
Dutch blood is in your veins ; but you live in an English 
colony. Your king is her king ; while ake is your tpieen— 
and you are not her master. If you can find a woman of 
English blood that has a Dutch heart, and has do English 
suitors, go forward, and you will succeed ; but, if you do 
not, remain as you are until time shall end. These are my 
words, and these are my thoughts ; I can say no more." 

I heard Dirck sigh — poor fellow! he was thinking of 
Anneke — and he passed through the outer room without 
once raising his eyes from the floor. He lefl Mother Doortje, 
as much depressed in spirits, as Jason had lell her elated ; 
the one looking forward to the future with a selfish and 
niggardly hope, while the other regarded it with a feeling as 
forlorn as the destruction of all his youthful fancies could 
render any view of his after-life. The reader may feel dis- 
posed to smile at the idea of Dirck Van Valkenbui^h's 
possessing youthful fancies — regarding the young man in 
the quiet, unassuming manuer in which he has hitherto been 
portrayed by me; but it would be doing great injustice to 
his heart and feelings, to figure him to the mind, «s a being 
without deep sensibililies. I have always supposed that this 
interview with Mother Doortje had a lasting inUucnce on the 
fortunes of poor Dirck ; nor am I at all certain its effects 
did not long linger in the temperament of some others that 
might be named. 

As our turns had now come, we were aumraooed to the 
presence of this female soothsayer. It is unnecessary to de- 
Kiiba the apartment in which we found Mother Doortje. 
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it had nothing uninual in it, with the exception of a raven, 
that was happing about the floor, and whicli appeared to bo 
on the most femiiiar terras with its miatresa. Doortje, her- 
self, was a woman of quite sixty, wnnkled, lean, and hag- 
like t and, I thought, some care hid heen taken, in her dress, 
10 increase the efibct oT this, certainly her natural appear- 
ance. Her cap was entirely of black mualin ; though her 
dress itself, was grey. The eye of this woman was of the 
colour of her gown ; and it was penetrating, restless, and 
deep-seated. Altogether, she looked the character well. 

On our entrance, alter saluting the fortune-teller, each of 
us laid a French crown on the lahle at which she woa 
sealed. This coin had become quite current among iiS| 
since the French troops had penetrated into our colony ; and 
it was even said they purchased Bupplies with it, from cer- 
tain of our owa people. As we had paid the highest price 
ever given, for these giimpsea into futurity, we thought our- 
eelves entitled to have the pages of the sealed book freely 
opened to us. 

"Do you wish to see me together; or shall 1 communi- 
cate with one at a timeT" demanded Doortje, in her husky, 
sepulchral voice ; which, it struck me, obtained its peculiar 
tones partly from nature, and partly from srt. 

It was settled that she should commence with Mr. Wor- 
den ; but, that all might remain in the room the whole time. 
While we were talking over this point, Doortje's ejes were 
by no means fixed ; but, I remarked, that they wandered 
from person to person; like those of one who was gathering 
information. Many persons do not believe, at all, in the 
art of the fortune-teller; but insiat that there is nothing mora 
in it than trick and management ; pretending that this very 
woman kept the blacks of the town in pay, to bring h^ 
information ; and that she never told anything of the past, . 
which was true, that had not been p'eviously communicated to 
herself. I shall not pretend to affirm that the art goes as far as 
many imagine ; but, it strikes rae, that it is very presuming, to 
deny that there is some truth in these matters. 1 do not 
wish to appear credulous ; though, at the same time, I hold 
it to be wrong to deny our testimony to facts that we are 
convinced are true.* 

' It is quiw evident, Ihut Hi. CoraeUui Litllepige wu, to a d*> 
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Doortje cotnioeaced by shuffling an exceedingly dirty 
pack of cards ; which had probably been used five hundred 
times, on similar duty. She next cnused Mr. Worden to 
cut these cards ; when a close and musing examinalioD suc- 
ceeded. All this time, not a syllable was said ; though wo 
were startled by a low whistle, from the woman; which 
brought the raven upon her ehouider. 

"Well, Mother," cried Mr. Worden, with a little impti* 
tience, at what he fancied mummery, "I am dying to hear 
what Ana happened, that 1 may put the more faith in what 
M to happen. TelL me something of the crop of wheat, I 
pot into the ground, last autumn,* bow many bushels I 
aowed, and oa how many acres; whether on new land, or 
on old V 

"Ay, ay, you have sowed 1 — and you have sowed 1" 
answered the woman, oo a high key, for her ; " but your 
seed fell among tares, and on the fiiuly ground ; and you'll 
Dever reap a soui ainong 'em all [ Broadcast may you sow 
— but narrow will be your harvest." 

The Rev. Mr. Worden gave a loud hem — placed his arma 
akimbo — and seemed determined to brazen it out ; though, I 
could easily perceive, that he felt excessively awkward. 

" How is it, with my cattlel and shall I send much mut- 
ton to market, this season V 

**A wolf, in sheep's clothing!" muttered Doortje. " No- 
no — you like hot suppers, and ducks, and lectures to cooka, 
more than gathering in the harvest of the Lord !" 

" Come, this is folly, woman I" exclaimed the parson, 
angrily. " Give me some common sense, for my good 
French crown. What do you see, in that knave of dia- 
monds, that you study its face so closely?" 

gne at leut, a belieiBr in the fbrtone-teller'B srL Tfaia woa, hmr- 
erei, no more Ihin waa oominaii, a centurj aiace. Quite within my 
lecoUcction, the Albaniana had a celebntted deaJer in the black ait, who 
was lefnlarly coDiuJted, on the subject of all lost spoona, and the 
pitieiing of Berranta, b; the good hcnuewiTea or the town, asrecentlj 
u mj aohool-bof daya. The Dutcli, like t)ieCiciinaiia,appeai to hats 
been prone to Ihia apecies of mpeistition ; from which, even the Eng- 
lish of education were far from being* iree, a century rjncc. Miid^ 
moiselle Normand existed in the present century, eren, in the aceptical 
capita] of Franca. But, the aonmambiiliit is takiny (be plun of tha 
ancient aoothwyer, ia uur own timet. — Eont». 
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"A loping Dotnioiel — a loping Dominie I" scKamed Iba 
hag, eeveral times, rather thaa ezclaiming aloud. <■ See U~ 
he ruDs, for life ; but Beelzebub will overtake him !" 

Tbere was a sudden, and dead pause ; for the Rev, Mr. 
Worden had caught up his hal, and darted from the room; 
quitting the house, as if already busily engaged in the race 
alluded to. Guert shook his head, and looked serious ; but, 
perceivios that Ihe woman was already tranquil, and was 
actually shuffling the cards anew, in his behalf, he advanced 
lo ieara his fate. I saw the eyea of Doortje listened keenly 
on him, as he took hts stand near the table, and the coroera 
of her mouth curled in a significant smile. What that 
meant, exactly, I have never been able to ascertain. 

" I suppose, you wish to know something of the past, like 
all the rest of them," mumbled the woman, " so that you 
may have faith in what you hear about the future 1" 

" Why, Mother," answered Guert, passing his hand 
through his own fine head of natural curls, and speaking a 
little hastily, " I do not know that it is any great matter 
about the past. What is done, is done ; and there is an end 
of it. A young man may not wish to hear of such things, 
at the moment, perhaps, when be is earnestly bent on doing 
better. We are all young, once in our lives, and we can 
grow old only after having been so." 

*'Ye« — yes — I see how it is I" muttered Doortje. "St^ 
so—turkeys — turkeys ; ducks — ducks— quaack — qoaack-— 
quaack — gobble, gobble, gobble — " Here, the old hag set 
up such nn imitation of ducks, geese, turkeys, game-cocks, 
and other birds, that one who was in an outer room, might 
well have imagined he heard the cries of a regular poultry* 
yard. I was startled, myself, for the imitalion was very 
admirable — but Guert was obliged to wipe the perspiration 
from his face. 

"That will do— that will do, Mother P Ihe young man 
exclaimed. ** 1 see, you know all about it ; and there is no 
use in attempting disguises with you. Now, tell me, if I 
am ever to be a married man, or not. My errand here, is 
to learn that fact ; and 1 may as well own it, at once." 

"The world has many women in it — and fair faces u« 
plenty, in Albany," once more mumbled the womsn, flz> 
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■mining her cards, with great attention. "A youth, like 
you, might marry twice, eTen." 

" No, Ihat is impossible ; if I do not marry a particular 
lady, I shall never marry at all," 

" Tea — yes — I see how it is I — ^Tou ore in love, yotmg 
man." 

" D'ye hear that, Corny I Isn't it wonderful, bow these 
creatures can tell T I admit the truth of waat you aay ; but, 
describe to me the lady th^ I love." 

Gunrt had forgotten, altogether, that the use of the word 
lady, completely betrayed the fact of his disguise ; since no 
man, truly of his dress and air, would think of applying 
Bucli a word lo his sweetheBrt.* I could not prevent these 
little betrayals of himself, however ; for, by this time, my 
companion was too much excited, to hear reason. 

"The lady that you love," answered the' fortune-teller, 
deliberately, and with the manner of one that proceeded with 
great confidence, " is very handsome, in the first place." 

"True as the sun in the heavens. Mother I" 

" Then, she is virtuous, and amiable, and wise, and witty, 
and good." 

" The Gospel is not more certain I Corny, this surpasses 
beliofl" 

" Then, she is young. Yes, she is young, and fair, and 
good; three things that nuke her much sought after." 

" Why is she so long reflecting on my offers. Mother; 
tell me that, I beg of you ; or, will she ever consent to have 
roe 7" 

" I see — I see— it is all here, on the cards. The lady 
cannot make up her mind." 

" Listen to that, now. Corny ; and do not tell me there Is 
nothing in this art. Why does she not make up her mind7 
For Eleaven'a aake, let me know that ? A man may tite 
of ofiering to marry an angel, and getting no answer. I wirii 
to know the reason of her doubts. 

"A woman's mind is bot easily read. Some are in haste, 
while some are not. I am of opinion you wish to get an 

■nb nagbt have been true, in 1T58; but j> not true for 1645.— 
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BBBwer before the ladjr la readjr to give it. Men must leara 

" She really seems to know all about it, Corny ! Much 
as I have heard of this woman, she exceeds il all ! Good 
Mother, can you tell me how I can gain the consent of the 

" That ia only to be had by asking. Ask once, ask twice, 
ask thrice." 

"By St. Nicholas I I have asked, already, twenty times! 
If asking would do it, she would have been my wife a month 
riace. What do you think. Corny — no, I 'II not do it — it is 
not manly to get the secrets of a woman's heart, by means 
like these — I '11 not ask her .'" 

" The crown is paid, and the tt^lh must be said. The 
lady you love, loves you, and she does not love you ; she 
will have you, and she won't have you ; she thinka yet, and 
she says no." 

Guert now trembled all over, like an aspen-leaf, 

" I do not believe there is any harm. Corny, in asking 
whether I gained or lost by the affair of the river? I will 
ask her that much, of a certainty. Tell me, Mother, am I 
beUer or worse, for a certain thing that happened about a 
month ago— about the time that the ice went, and that we 
bad a great freshet 1" 

*' Guert Ten Eyck, why do you try me thus V demanded 
the fortune-teller, solemnly. " I knew your &ther, and I 
knew your mother; I knew your ancestors in Holland, and 
their children in America. Generations on generations have 
1 known your people, and you are the first that I have seen 
so iU-clad I Do you suppose, boy, that old Doorije'a eyes 
are getting dim, and that she cannot tell her own nationt 
I saw you on the river — ha I ha I 't was a pleasant sight- 
Jack and and Moses, too; how they snorted, and how they 
galloped 1 Crack — crack — that 'a the ice — there comes the 
water ! — See, that bridge may hit you on the head I Do yoe, 
take care of this bird, and do you take care of that — and 
all will come round with the seasons. Answer me one thing, 
Guert Ten Eyck, and answer me truly.. Know you ever a 
young man who goes quickly into the bush?" 

" 1 do. Mother ; this young man, ray friend, intends to go 
in a few days, or as soon as the weather is settled." 



"Good I go you with him — absence makes a young 
woman know her own mind, when asking will gain nothing. 
Go you with him, I say ; and if you hear muskets fired, 
go near ihem ; /ear will sometimes make a young woman 
speak. You have your answer, and 1 will tell no more. 
Come hither, young owner of many half-joes, and touch that 

" I did as ordered ; when (he woman hegan to mumble to 
herself, and lo run over the paok as rapidly as she could. 
Kinga, aces, and knaves were examined, one aAer another, 
until she bad got the Queen of Hearts in her baud, whiob 
the held up to me in triumph. 

" That is j/our lady. She is a queen of too many hearts I 
The Hudson did that for you, that it has done for many a 
poor man before you. Yes, yes ; the river did you good ; 
but w^ter will drown, as well as make tears. Do you be> 
ware of Kuighls Barrownighls !"■ 

Here Mother Doorlje came to a dead stand in her com- 
munications, and not another syllable of any sort could 
either of us get from her ; though, between us, as many as 
twenty questions were asked. Signs were made for us to 
depart ; and when the woman found our reluctance, she laid 
a crown for each of ua, on the table, with a dignified air, 
and went into a comer, seated herself, and be^a to rock 
her body, like one impatient of our presence. After so un- 
equivocal a sign that she considered her work as done, ws 
could not well do less than return ; leaving (he money Im> 
hind ua, aa a nuitter of course. 

* In the colony of New Tork, there lived bat one titled man, f<tt a. 
Mnaidsratria period. It was the celebnted Sir Williun JohDun, 
BuL, of JohUBon lUl, Johnitown, Albanji, now Fulton County, 
The loa of Sir William SaiaaiHi wu kaighCed during hii fttfur's 
life-time, and was Sir John while Sir WiJIiain wu living. At tbe 
death of hii &ther, he waa Sir John Johnuin, EL &, Birt ; and it 
waa nioat for the common elan of people to atyls him a Knight, or 
BaiTows^b. — EiHTm. 
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CHAPTEE XIX. 

VirtDS, how frail it ii t 

FiiendBhip, too rare I 
Lovs, how it mIIb poor bliac 
Far praud deipair ! 
But ne, ihougti Kon Ihej faU, 
Survive tbeir jo;, and all 
Which our* we call. 

Gdert Ten Etck was profouDdty impressed with whal 
he had heard, in hia visit to the forlune-teller. It a^cled 
his spirits, and, as will be seen, it ioflueDced all his subse- 
quept conduct. As Tor myself, I will not soy that I lolally 
disregarded what had passed; though the eSect was greatly 
less on me, than it was on my friend. The Rev. Mr. Wor- 
den, hoK'ever, treated the matter with great ditidain. He 
declared that he had never before been so insulted in his life. 
The old hag, do doubt, had seen us all before, and recog- 
nised him. Profiting by a knowledge of this sort — that was 
very easily obtained in a place of the size of Albany — she 
had taken the occasion to make the most of the low gossip 
that had been circulated at his expense. " Loping Dominie, 
indeed," he added ; *' as if any man would not run to save 
his life I You saw how it was with the river. Corny, when 
it once began, to break up, and know that my escape was 
marvellous. I deserve aa much credit for that retreat, boy, 
as Xenophon did lor his retreat with the Ten Thousand. It 
is true, 1 had not thirty-four thousand, six hundred and filly 
stadia (o retreat over ; but acts are to be estimated more by 
quality, than by quantity. The best things are always of 
an impromptu character ; and, generally, they are on a small 
scale. Then, as for all you tell me about Guert ; why, the 
hussy knew him — mutt have known him, in a town like 
Albany, where the fellow has a character that ideniifies him 
with all sorts of fun aad roguery. Jack, and Moses, loo I 
Do you think the inspiration of even an evil spirit, or of 
forty thousand devils, would lead a fortune-teller to nanw 
24* 
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Any bom Monsl Jack might do, perhaps; hut Mota 
would never enter the head of even an imp [ Remember, 
lad, Hose* was the great law-giver of the Jews ; and such a 
creature would be as apt to suppose a horse was named 
Coofucius, as to suppose he was named Moaes I" 

" I suppose the inspiration, as you call ii, sir, would lead 
a clever fortune-teller to give things as Ibeyare; and to 
call the boraes by their real uames, let them be what they 

"Ay, such inspiration as this miserable, old, wrinkled, 
impudent she-devil enjoys! Don't [ell me, Corny; there U 
no such thing as fortune- telling ; at least, nothing that can 
be depended on in all cases — and this is one of downright 
imposition. * Loping Dominie,' forsooth I" 

Such were the Rev. Mr, Worden's sentiments on the sub- 
ject of JMother Doortjc's revelations. He exacted a pledge 
from us all, to say nothing about the matter ; nor were we 
much disposed to be communicative on the subject. As for 
Guert, Dirck, Jason, and myself, we did not hesitate to con- 
verse on the circumstances of our visits, among ourselves, 
however; and each and all of us viewed the matter some 
what diflerenlly from our Mentor. I ascertained that Jason 
had been highly gratified with what had been predicted on 
his own behalf; for what was wealth in his eyes had been 
foretold as his future lot ; and a man rarely quarrels with 
good fortune, whether in prospective, or in possession. Dirck, 
though barely twenty, begun to talk of living a single life 
from this time ; and no laughter of mine could induce the 
poor lad to change his views, or to entertain Jivelier hopes. 
Guert was deeply impressed, as has been said ; and feeling 
no restraint in the matter of his own case, he took occasion 
to speak of his visit to the woman, one morning that Herman 
Mordaunt, the two ladies, Bulstrode, and myself, were sitting 
together, chatting, in the freedom of what had now become 
B very constant intercourse. 

"Are such things as fortune-tellers known in England, 
Mr. Bulstrode 1" Guert abruptly commenccxl, fastening his 
eyes on Mary Wallace, as he asked the question ; for on 
her were his thoughts running at the time. 

"All sorts of silly things are to be found in Old Elngland, 
Mr, Ten Eyck, as well as some that are wise, I teliere 
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Loudon haa one or two soothsayers; and I think I hara 
heard elderly people my that the fashion of coDBulling ttjem 
haa somewhat increaaed, since the court has been so German." 

" Yes," Guert innocently replied ; » 1 find it easy to be- 
lieve that ; fori it >s a common saying, among our people, 
that the German and Low Dutch fortune-tellers are the best 
known. They have had, or pretend to have had, witches 
in New England ; but no one, hereabouts, puts any faith in 
the pretence. It is like all the bragging of these boastful 
Yankees 1" 

I observed that Mary Wallace's colour deepened ; and 
thai, in biting off a thread, she profited, by the occasion, to 
avert her face in such a manner, that Butstrode, in particu* 
lar, could not see it. 

" The meaning of all this," put in Major Bulstrode 
" is, that our friend Guert has been lo pay a visit to Mothet 
Doortje's ; a woman of some note, who lives on the hill, 
and who has a reputation, in that way, among these good 
Albanians I Several of our tness have been to see the old 

" It is, Mr. Bulstrode," Guert tyiswered, in his manly 
way, and with a gravity which proved how much he was in 
earnest. " I have been to see Mother Doorlje, for the first 
time in my life ; and Corny Lilllepage, here, was my com- 
panion. Long aa I have known the woman by reputation, 
I have never had any curiosity to pay her a visit, until this 
spring. We have been, however ; and, 1 must say, I have 
been greatly surprised at the extent of the knowledge of this 
very extraordinary person." 

" Did she tell you lo look into the sweetmeat-pot, for the 
lost spoon, Mr. Ten Eyck," Anneke inquired, with an arch- 
ness of eye and voice, that sent the blood to my own face, 
in confusion. " They say, that fortune-tellers send all pru- 
dent, yet careless housewives, to the sweetmeat-pots, to look 
for the lost spoons I Many have been found, I hear, by this 
wonderful prescience." 

"Well, Miss Anneke, I see, you have no faith," answered 
Guert, fidgeting ; " and people who have no faith, nevei 
believe. Notwithstanding, / put so much confidence in 
what Doortje has told me, that I intend to follow her advice 
let matters turn out as ibey tnay." 

...Gooylc 
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Here Marj Wallaoe raised her tboughUuI, full, blue eyea 
to ihe face of the youag raan ; and they eipresaed iin uttenw 
iaierest, nlber than any light curiosity, that even ber wo- 
man's inatioct and woman's Bensitivoaess could not ao far 
prevail, as to enable ber to conceal. StiU, Mary Wallaea 
did not speak, leaving the others present to mointaia tbe 
discourse, 

» Of course, you mean to tell us all about it, Ten Eyck," 
cried the Major ; " there is nothing more likely to sucoeed, 
with an audience, than a good history of witchcraft, or aonte- 
thing so very roarvellous, as to do violence to commoD sense, 
before we give it our faith." 

" Excuse me, Mr. Bulstrode ; these are things I canont 
well mention; though, Corny Littlepsge will testify, that 
ibey are very wonderful. At any rate, I shall go ialo the 
bush, this spring ; and Littlepage and FoHock, being excel- 
lent companions, I propose to join their company. It will 
be late, before the army will be ready to move ; and, by tlud 
lime, all three of us prapose to join you before Ticond^oga i 
if, indeed, you succ^d in getting so far," 

" Say, rather, in front of Montreal ; for, I trust, this aew 
Commander-in-Chief will find som^hing more for us to do* 
than the last one did. Shall I have a sentinel placed at 
Doortje's door, in your absence, GuertT" 

The smile, this question produced, was general ; Gueil, 
himself, joining in it ; for bis good-nattire was of proof. 
When I say the smile was general, however, I ought to ex- 
cept Mary Wallace, who smiled little, Ifaat morniDg. 

" We shall be neighbours, then," Herman Mordauot 
quietly observed ; " that is to say, if you mean, by accom- 
panying Corny and Dirok to the bush, you int«id to go 
with them to tbe patent, lately obtained by Messrs. Little- 
page and Van Valkenburgh. I have an estate, in that 
quarter, which is now ten years old ; and these ladies have 
consented to accompany me thither, as soon as the weather 
is a little more settled, and 1 can be assured that our army 
will be of sufGcient force to protect us from the French and 
Indians." 

It is unnecessary for me to say with what delight Gueit 
and I heard this announcement I On Bulstrode, towever, it 
produced an exactly contrary efiect. He did Dot appear, lo 
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me, to be surprised, at a decIsniioQ that was ao neir to 
m; but several expreseione fell from him, that showed ha 
had no idea the two estates, that of Herman Mocdauat's,Bad 
that which belonged to us, lay so near together. It was by 
means of hit questions, indeed, that J learned the real facta 
of the case. It appeared Chat Herman Mordaunt'a business, 
in Albany, was lo make some provisions ia behalf of this 
property, on which he had caused mills to be erectad, and 
some of the other improvements of a new settlement, to be 
made, two or three years liefore ; and which, by the pro- 
gress and events of the war, was getting to be in closer prox* 
unity to the enemy, than was desirable. Even where tbtt 
French lay, at Ticonderoga, his mills, in particular, might 
be thought in some danger, though fortf or n>ore miles dis- 
tant ; for parties of savages, led oa by white men, frequenlly 
marched that distance through the forests, in order to break 
up a settlement and to commit depredations. But the enemy 
had crossed Lake George, the previous summer, and had 
actually taken Fort William Henry, at its southern extre^ 
mity, by sie^ It is true, this was the extent of their in- 
road ; and, >t was now known, that they had abandoned 
this hold conquest, and had fallen back upon Ty and Crown 
Point, two of the strongest military positions in (he British 
cokmies. Still, Havensnesl, as Herman Mordauot's pro- 
perty was called, was far from being beyond the limits of 
sorties ; and the residence, at Albany, was solely lo watch 
the progress of events in that quarter, and to be near the 
scene. If he had any public employment, it remained a 
profound mystery. A new source of embarrassment had 
arisen, however ; and this it was that decided the proprietor 
to visit his lands in person. The fifteen or twenty families 
he had succeeded in establishing on the estate, at much cos^ 
and trouble, had taken the alarm at the prospect of a cam- 
paign in their vicinity; and had announced an intention of 
abandonJDg their huts and clearings, as the course most 
expedient for the times. Two or three had already gone 
off towards the Hampshire Grants, whence they had origi- 
nally come ; profiling by the last of the anow ; and, it was 
leared, that others might imitate their caution. 

Herman Mordaunt saw^o necessity for this ehandonment 
of advantages over the wilderness, that had been obtained 
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at ao much cost nnd trouble, Tba labour of a lemonit, 
and a return, woa sutGcieot, of itself, to give a new direction 
to the movemeats of bis settlers ; and, as their first eotrauc* 
into the country had been eflected through his Bgenc]^! and 
aided by his means, he naturally wished .10 keep the people 
he had got to bis estate with so much difliculty, and at so 
much cost, at their several positions, as long, at Jeaat, as be 
conceived it to be prudent. In these circumstances, there- 
fore, be bad determined to visit Raveasnest in person, and 
to pass a part, if not moat of the summer, among his people. 
This would give them confidence, and would enable him to 
infuse new life into their operations. It would seem, that 
Anneke and Mary Wallace had refused to let Mr, Mordaunt 
go alone ; and, believing, himself, there waa no danger in 
the course he was about to take, the father and guardian, 
for Mary Wallace was Herman Mordaunt's ward, had 
yielded to the importunities of the two girls ; and it had been 
formally decided that ihey were all to proceed together, as 
aoon as the season should get to be a little more advanced. 
Intelligence of this intention had been sent to the settlers ; 
and its efiect was to induce them to remain at ihdf posts, by 
pacifying th&ir fears. 

I nugbt aa well add, here, what I learned subsequently, 
in the doe course of events. Bulstrode had been made ac- 
quainted with Herman Mordaunt's plans, they being sworo 
friends, and the latter warmly in the interest of the former's 
suit ; and be had known how to profit by the iuformatioa. 
It was now time to put the troops in motion ; and several 
parties had already marched towards the north, taking post 
at difierent points that it was thought desirable to occupy, 
previously to the commencement oftho campaign. Among 
other corps under orders of this nature, was that commanded 
Ity Bulstrode j and he had sufficient interest, at head-quar- 
ters, to get it sent to the point nearest to Ravensnest ; whei« 
"it gave him the double advantage, of having it in his power 
to visit the ladies, on occasion, while, at the sanw time, bo 
must appear, to them, somewhat in the character of a pro- 
tector. The object of Dirck and myself, in visiting the 
north, was no secret ; and, it was genemlly understood, that 
we were to go to Mooseridge ; but we did not know, our- 
■elves, that Herman Moidaunt bad an estate ao near us. 
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This intelligence, hb has been said, I now ascertained, wai 
as new to Bulatrode as it was to mjself. 

The knowledge of many little things I have just men* 
tioned, was obtained by me only at intervals, and by meaoi 
of observation and discourse. Nevertheless, the main points 
were determined on the morning on which Guert referred to 
his visit to the fortune-teller, and in the manner named. 
The conversstion lasted an hour; nor did it cease, until alt 
present got a general idea of the course intended to be pur- 
sued by the diSerent parlies present, during the succeeding 
summer. 

It happened, that morning, that Bulstrode, Dirck, and 
Guert withdrew together, the two last to look at a horse the 
former had just purchased, leaving me alone virith the young 
ladies. No sooner was the door closed on the retiring 
members of our party, than I saw a smile struggling about 
the handsome mouth of Anncke ; Mary Wallace continuing 
the whoSe time thoughtful, if not sad. 

"And you were of the parly at the fortune-teller's, too, it 
seems, Mr. Liltlepsgc," Anneke remarked, a^er appearing 
to be debating with herself on the propriety of proceeding 
any farther in the subject. " I knew there was such a pei 
son in Albany, and that thrifty housekeepers did somelimes 
consult her ; but I was ignorant that men, and educated men, 
paid her that honour." 

" I believe there is no exception in the way of sex or 
learning, to her influence, or her authority. They tell me 
that moat of the younger officers of the army visit her, 
while they remain hare. 

" I would much like to know if Mr. Bulstrode has been 
of the number 1 He is young enough in years, though so 
high in rank. A major may have as much curiosity as an 
ensign ; or, as it may appear, dear Mary, of a woman who 
has lost her grandmother's favourite dessert-spoon," 

Mary Wallace gave a gentle sigh, and she even raised 
her eyes from her work ; still, she made no answer. 

" You are severe on us, Anneke j" for, since the af&ir on 
the river, the whole family treated me with the familiarity 
of a son or a brother — "1 iancy wehave done no more than 
Mr. Mordaunt has done in his day." 

" This may be very true, Corny, and not make the con 
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•ultation the wiwst thing in nature. I hope, howerer, yob 
.do not keep your fortune & secret, but let your frieods sbara 
in your knowledge I" 

"To me the woman was Tar from being communicatiTe, 
though she treated Guert Ten Eyck better. Certainly, she 
told him many extraordinary things, of the past even ; unlesa, 
indeed, she knew who he was." 

"Is it probable, Mr. Littlepage," said Mary Wallace, 
f that any person in Albany should not know Guert Tea 
Eyck, and a good deal of his past history 1 Poor Gueit 
makes himself known wherever be ia I" 

" And, ollen much to his advantage," I added — a remark 
that cost me nothiog ; but which caused Mary Wallace's 
face to brighten, and even brought a faint smile to ber lips. 
"All ihat is true ; yet there was something wild and unnatural 
in the woman's manner, as she told these things I" 

"All of which you seem determined U> keep to yourselfl" 
observed Anneke, as one asks a question. 

" It would hardly do to betray a friend's secrets. Let 
Guert answer for himself; he is as frank as broad day, and 
will not hesitate about letting you know all," 

" I wish Corny Littlepage were only as frank as twilight 1" 

" I have nothing to conceal — and least of all from you, 
Anneke. The fortuRe- teller told me that the queen of my 
heart was the queen of too many hearts ; that the river bad 
done me no harm ; and that I must particularly beware of 
what she called Knigbts-Barrowni^Afo." 

1 watched Anneke closely, as I repeated this warning of 
Mother Doortje ; but could not read the expression of her 
sweet and thoughtful countenance. She neither smiled nor 
frowned ; but she certainly b. jshed. Of course, she did not 
look at me — for'that would have been to challenge observa- 
tion, Mary Wallace, however, did smile, and she did look 
at me, 

"You believe all the wizzard told you, Corny?" said 
Anneke, after a short pause. 

" I believed that the aueen of my heart was the queen of 
many hearts ; that the river bad done me no harm — though 
I could not say, or see, that it had done me much good ; and 
'bat I had much to fear from Knigbts-Barrownjg'Afi. I 



BATANBTOB. 26d 

believed all tbis, however, before I ever saw the rorluDe< 
teller." 

The next remark that was made came from Aoneke, and 
it referred to the weather. The Beaaon was opening finely, 
and fast ; and it could not be long before the great move> 
menta of the year must commeoce. Several regiments had 
arrived in the colonies, and various officers of nc^e aad rank 
had accompanied them. Among others who had thus crossed 
the Atlantic for the first time, was my Lord Howe, a young 
soldier of whom fame spoke favourably, and from whom 
much was expected in the course of the anticipated service 
of the year. While we were talking over these things, 
Herman lUordaunt re-entered the room, ader a short absence, 
and he took me with him to examine his preparations for 
transporting the ladies to Ravensnest. As we went along, the 
discourse was maintained, and I learned many things from 
my older and intelligent companion, that were new to me. 

" New lords, new laws, they say, Corny," conlinuec! 
Herman Mordaunt ; " and this Mr, Pitt, the great commoner, 
as some persons call him, is bent on making the British ' 
empire feel the truth of the axiom. Everything is alive in 
the colonies, and the sluggish period of Lord Loudon's com- 
mand is passed. Gea. Abercrombie, an officer from whom 
much is expected, is now at the head of the King's troops, 
and there is every prospect of an active and most important 
campaign. The diagraces of the few last years mutt be 
wiped out, and the English name be made once more to be 
dreaded on this continent. The Lord Howe of whom An- 
neke spoke, is said to be a young man of merit, and to pos 
sess the blood of our Hanoverian monarchs; his mothet 
being a half-sister, in the natural way, of his present Ma- 
jesty." 

Herman Mordaunt then spoke more fully of his own 
plans for the summer— expressed his happiness at knowing 
that Dirck and myself were to be what he called his neigh- 
bours — though, on a more exact computation, it was ascer- 
tained, that the nearest boundaries of the two patents, that 
of Ravensnest, and that of Mooseridge, lay quite fourteen 
miles apart, with a dense and virgin forest between them. 
Nevertheless, this would be making us neighbours, in a 
(Certain sense; as gentlemen alwaya call men of their owo 
25 . 
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class nnghbours, whea tbey live within visitiog distance, or 
near enough to be seen once or twice in a year. And such 
men are neighbours, in the sense that is most essential to 
the term — they know each other better ; underataDd each 
other better; sympalhize more freely; have more of the 
intercourse that makes us judges of motives, prindples, and 
character, twenty-fold, than he who lives at the gate, and 
merely sees the owner of the grounda pass m and out, on 
his daily avocations. There is, and can be no greater ab- 
surdity, ihan to imagine that the sheer neighbtxirhood, or 
proximity of position, makes men acquainted. That was 
one of Jason Newcome's Connecticut notions. Having been 
educated in a state of society In which all associated on & 
certain footing of intimacy, and in which half the difficulties 
that occurred were " told to the church," he was for ever 
fancying he knew all the gentry of Westchester, because he 
had lived a year or two in the county ; when, in fsct, he had 
never spoken to one in a dozen of them. I never could 
drive this notion out of his head, however ; for looMng often 
at a man, or occasionally exchanging a bow with him on 
the highway, he would insist was knowing him, or what he 
called, being " well acquainted ;" a very favourite expres- 
Hon of the Daobury man's; though their sympathies, habits, 
opiaiona, and feelings, created so vast a void between the 
parties, they hardly understood each other's terms, and or> 
dinary language, when they did begin to converse, as some- 
times happened. Notwithstanding all this, Jason insisted to 
the last that he knew every gentleman in the county, whom 
he had been accustomed to hear alluded to in discourse, and 
when he had seen them ouce or twice, though it were only 
at church. But Jason had s very flattering notion, gene- 
rally, of his own acquisitions on all subjects, 

Herman Mordaunt had made careful provision for the 
contemplated journey ; having caused a covered vehicle to 
he constructed, that could transport not only himself and 
the ladies, but many articles of furniture that would bo re- 
quired during their residence in tbe forest. Another con- 
veyanoe, strong, spacious, and covered, was also prepercd 
for the blacks, and another portion of the effects. He 
pointed out all these arrangements to me with great satis* 
fccUon, dweUiug on the afiection and spirit of the girla iritb 
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• pleaaiira be did not aSect to conceal. For my own put) 
I have always been of opinion, ihat Anneke was solely i^ 
fluenced by pure, natural regard, in forming her iodiscreet 
jsaolutionj while her father was goveraed by the secret ex- 
pectation Ihnt the movement would leave open the means of 
Teceiving visits and communications from Bulstrode, during 
most of the summer. I commended the arrangements, made 
one or two BUggealiona of my own in behalf of Anneke and 
Mary, and we returned to our several homes. 

A day or two ailer this visit to the workehopa, and tbe 

conversation related, the th look up its line of mar^ 

for the north. The troops defiled through the narrow streets 
ia the neighbourhood of the barracks, half an boar aAw 
the ^ipearance of the aun, preceded and followed by a long 
tmin of bo^age-wasona. They nmrcbed without teots, 
however, it being well understood that tbey were going into 
a r^on where the axe could at any time cover thousands 
of men, in about the time that a camp coahl be laid oot, 
and the canvass spread. Hutting was the usual mode of 
placing an army under cover in the tbreat ; and a doxen 
marches would lake the battalion to the point where it was 
mtended it should remain, as a support to two or three other 
corps still furthn' in advance, and to ke^ t^n the commu- 
nications. 

Bulstrode, however, did not quit Albaiw in company with 
his regiment. 1 bad been invited, with Guert and Dirck,to 
breakfast nt Herman Mordsunt'a that morning; and, as we 
approached the door, I saw the Major's groom walking bis 
own and his master's horse, in the street, near by. This 
was a sign we were to have the pleasure of Bulstrode's com- 
pany at breakfitst. Accordingly, on entering the room, ws 
found him present, in the uniform of an officer <^ his rank, 
about to commence a march in the forests of AmericB. I 
thought him melancholy, as if sad at parting ; but my most 
jealous observation could detect no sign of similsr fteling 
on the part of Anneke. She was not quite u gay as usual, 
but she was far from being sad. 

" I leave you, ladies, with tbe de^)est regret," said Bul- 
atrode, while at taUe, " for you have made this oountry 
more than a home to me — you have reirferad it dear^ 

This was said with fteli^; njoie Aaa I had emr mm 

.ogle 
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Bolatrode mtuuTest before, and more thaa 1 hud giyen him 
credit for possessing. Aaaeke coloured a little ; but there 
ma no tremor ia the beautiful band, that held a highly- 
wrought little tea-pot suspended over a cup, at that very 



" We shall sooa meet again, Harry," Herman Mordaunt 
remarked, in a lone of strong a&ection ; " for, our party will 
not be a week behind you. Remember, we are to be good 
neighbours, as well as neighbours ; and, if the mountain 
will not come to Mahomet, Mahomet must go to the moun- 
tain." 

" Which maani, Mr. Bulstrode," said Mary Wallace, with 
one of her sweet smiles, and one that was as open and na- 
tural as childhood itself, " that you are Mabainet, and we 
are the mountain. Ladies can neither travel, with comfort 
in a wilderness, nor visit a camp, with propiiety. If tbev 
would." 

" They tell me, I shall not be in a camp at all," answered 
the soldier; "but in good, comfortable log-barracks, that 
have been built for us by the battalion we relieve. I am 
not without hopes, they will be such ns even ladies will not 
disdain to use, on an emergency. There ought to be no 
Mahomet, and no mountain, between such old and intimate 

The conversation then turned on the plans and expecta- 
JODS of the respective parties ; and the usual promises wera 
made, of being sociable and good neighbours, as had just 
been suggested. Herman Mordaunt evidently wished to 
consider Bulstrode as oneof his family ; a feeling that might 
excuse itself to the world, on the score of consanguinity ; 
but which, it was easy enough, for me, to see, had ils ongin 
in a very diSbrent cause. When Bulstrode rose to take bia 
leave, I wished myself away, on account of the eshilution 
of concern it produced ; while the desire to watch the efiect 
on Anneke, would have kept me rooted to the floor, even 
had it been proper that I should retire. 

Bulstrode was more affected than I could have tbought 
possible. He took one of Herman Mordaunt's hands into 
hia own, and pressed it warmly, for some little time, before 
ne coald apeak at all. 

"God only knows what this aunimer is to ae^ and 



SATARtTOa. S9S 

whether we are ever to meet again, or not," he then said; 
*' but, come what may, the past, the happy past, is so much 
gaioed from the commonpisce. If you oever hear of me 
again, my dear kinaman, my letters to England will give 
you a better account of my gratitude, than aoything I cui 
say in words. They have been written as your kindnesses 
have been bestowed ; and ttey faithfully pourtray the feel- 
ings to which your hospitality and friendship have given 
rise. In B possible event, I have requested that every one 
of them may be sent to America, for your special perusal — " 

" Nay, my dear Harry, this is forebodiog the very worst," 
interrupted Herman Mordaunt, dashing a tear from bis eye, 
"and is making a very short separation, a more serious 
matter than one ought — " 

" Nay, sir, a soldier, who is about to be posted within 
striking distance of his enemy, can never speak, with confi- 
dence, of separations that are to be short. This campaign 
will bo dedsive, for me," — glancing towards Anneke — *' I 
must return a cduqueror, in one sense, or I do not wiafa to 
return at all. But, God bless you, Herman Mordaunt, as 
your own countrymen call you ; a thousand years could not 
eflace from my heart, the remembrance of all your kind- 
ness." 

This was handsomely expressed ; and the manner in 
which it was uttered, was as good as the language. Bul- 
Btrode hesitated a moment — looked at the two girls in doubt 
—and first approached Mary Wallace. 

"Adieu, excellent Mary Wallace," he said, taking her 
ofiered hand, and kissing it with a freedom from emotion, 
that denoted it was only friendship and respect which in* 
duced the act — "I believe, you are a severe critic on Catoa 
and Scrubs; but, 1 forgave all your particular backbitingst 
on account of your general indulgence and probity. You 
may meet with a thousand mere acquaintances, before you 
find another who shall have the Banoe profound respect few 
your many virtues, as myself." 

This was handsomely said, too ; and it caused Mary Wal- 
lace to remove the handkerchief from her eyes, and to utter 
her adieus cordially, and with some emotion. Strangers 
say that our women want feeling — passion i or, if they have 
it, that it is veiled behind a mask of coldness, that takw 
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sway froin its loveliness and wannth ; that they nie ^riiA 
and fiiiniliar, where Ifaey might better be reserved ; and dis- 
tant, aad unnatural, where feeling and nature ought to 
assert their sway. That tbey have less manner, in all re- 
spects, in that of seir- control, and perhaps of self-respect, ia 
ibeir ordinary intercourse, and ia that of acting', where it 
may aeem necessary so to do, I believe to be true ; Uit, ba 
who denies an American girl a heart, knows nothing about 
ber. She is all lieart ; and the apparent coldness is otlener 
tbe Gooaequence of not daring to trust her feelings, and bar 
generd di^Uie to everything artificial, than to uiy want of 
afieotioDS. Two cirls, edttcated, however, as bad been 
Anneke and Mary Wallace) oould not but acquit tfaemselvev 
better, in such a scene, than those who had been less aocuF- 
tomed to tbe usages of polite life, which are always, more or 
len, the usages of convention. 

On the present occasion, Mary Wallace was stroo^y 
afiteled; it would not have been possible, for ooe of bar 
gentle nature and warm afiections, to be otherwise, when an 
«gree^>le companies, one she had now known intimat^y 
near two years, was about to take his leave of her, on an 
errand that he himself either Utougfat, or afibcted so well to 
seem to think, might lead to the most melancholy issoe. 
She shook hands with Bulstrode, warmly ; wished him good 
fortune, and various other pleasant things ; thanked him for 
fais good opinion, and expressed her hope, as well as her 
belief, that they should all meet again before the sutnnm 
was over, and again be happy in each other's society, 

Anneks's turn came next. Her handkerchief was at Im 
eyes ; and, when it was removed, the face was pale, and tfaa 
eheeka were ooveied with tears. The smile that followed, 
was sweetness ilaelf ; and, 1 will own, it caused me a most 
severe pang. To my surprise, fiuUtrode said nothing. He 
took Anoeke's band, premed it to bis heart, kissed it, left a 
note in it, bowed, and moved away. I felt ashamed to watch 
the countenance of Miss Mordaant, under sach circumstanoea, 
and turned aside, that observation might not increase the 
diskless and eml»rrassment she evidently felt. I saw 
enough, notwithstanding, to raider me more uncertain thao 
ever, sa to the sateess of my own suit, Anoeke's ooloor 
had ectna and gone, aa Bulstrode stood near ber, acting hn 
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dumb^bow of leave-taking ; and, to ine, she seemed fiu 
more adected than Mary Wallace had been. NevertheleB% 
her feelings were always keener and more active than those 
of her friend j and, thai which my sensitivcneas took for the 
emotion of tenderness, might be nothing more than ordinary 
womanly feeling and friendship. Besides, Bulstrode was 
actually her relative. 

We men all attended Bulstrode to his horse. He shook 
us cordially by the hand ; and, aCtet be bad got into the 
saddle, he said — " This summer will be warmer than ia 
usual, even in your warmy-cold climate. My letters from 
home give me reason to think that there is, at last, a man 
of talents at the bead of aSairs ; and the British empire is 
likely to feel the impulse he will give it, at its most remote 
extremities. I shall expect you three young men to join the 

■ th, as volunteers, as soon as you hear of our moving in 

advance. I wish I had a thousand like you ; for that affair 
of the river tells where a man will be found when the time 
comes. God bless you, Corny I" leaning forward in his 
saddle, to give me another shake of the hand ; " we mutt 
remain friends, eoute qui coule" 

There was no withstanding this frankness, aod so much 
good-temper. We shook hands most cordially ; Bulstrode 
raised bis hat and bowed ; al\er which he rode away, as I 
fancied, at a slow, thoughtful, reluctant pace. Nolwifh- 
etandiog the kindness of this parting, I had more cause thaa 
ever to regret Bulstrode had appeared among us ; and the 
scenes of that morning only confirmed me in a resolution, 
previously adopted, not to urge Anneke to any decision, in 
my esse, at a montent when I felt there might be so much 
danger it would be adverse. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

"Come, let a ptopei t«zl b« l«»d, 
An' tooob it aff wi' ngoor, 
How gnceleet Hun lengh at hu did. 
Which made Couuui a Digger." 

Tjek days afler the departure of (he th, Herman 

MordauDt and his family, with our own party, left Albany, 
on tho summer's bualness. In that interval, however, great 
changea had taken place in the military aspect of things. 
Several regimeiits of King's troops ascended the Hudson , 
most of the sloops on the river, of which there could not 
hare been fewer than thirty or forty, having been em* 
ployed in transporting them and (heir Btores. Two orthiee 
corps came across the country, from the eastern colonies, 
while several provincial regiments appeared ; everything 
tending to a concentration at this point, the head of naviga- 
tion on the Hudson. Among other men of mark, who ac- 
companied the troops, was Lord Viacouat Howe, the noble- 
man of whom Herman Mordsuat had spoken. He bore the 
local rank of Brigadier," and seemed to be the very sou! of 
the army. It was not his personal consideration alone, that 
placed him so high in the estimation of the public and of 
the troops, but his professional reputation, and professional 
services. There were many young men of rank in the 
army present ; and, as for younger sons of peers, there were 
enough to make honourables almost as plenty, at Albany, 
as they were at Boston. Mc«t of the colonial fHntilies of 
■nark had sous in (he service, too ; those of the middle and 
soutliero colonies bearing commissions in regular regiments , 

■ The ordinary Annncan reader may not know that the rank of 
Brigadier, in tlie British ar^, is not a step in the regulu line of 
promotioD, as with ns. In England, the reirolar military gradaliiHii 
are fiom Colonel to Hajor-genersI, Lieut. General, General, and Field 
Marshal. Tbo rank of Aigadier is Itarely recognised, like that of 
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vhita the prorindal troops from the eaatern were led, u 
was veiy usual, in that quarter of the couutry, by men of 
the class of yernnen, ia a great decree ; the habits of equality 
that prevailed in those provinces making few distinctions, on 
the score of birth or fortune. 

Yet it VBs said, 1 remember, that obedience was aa 
marked, amcHig the provincials from Massachusetta and 
Connecticut, as amoog those that came from farther south ; 
the men deierring to authority, aa the agent of the laws. 
The; were fine troops, too ; better than our own colony 
regiments, 1 roust acknowledge; seeming to belong to a 
higher class of labourers ; while, it must be admitted, that 
most of their officers were no very brilliant representatives 
of manners, acquiremeots, or habits, that would be likely U> 
qualify them for command. It must have been that the 
^cers and men suited each other ; for, it was said all round, 
that they stood well, and fought very bravely, whenever 
they were particularly well led, as did not always happen to 
be the case. As a body of mere physical men, they were 
universally allowed to be the finest corps in the army, regu- 
lars and all included. 

I saw Lord Howe two or three limes, particularly at the 
residence of Madam Schuyler, the lady I have already had 
occasion to mention, and to whom I had given the letter of 
introduction procured by my mother, the Mordaunts visiting 
her with great assiduity, and frequently taking me with 
them. As for Lord Howe, himself, he almost lived under 
the Toof of excellent Madam Schuyler ; where, indeed, all 
the good company assembled at Albany, was, at times, to 
be seen. 

Our parly was a large one ; and, it might have passed for 
a atnall corps of the army itself, moving on in advance ; as 
was the case with corps,or parts of corps, now, almost daily. 
Herman Mordaunt had delayed our departure, indeed, ex- 
pressly with a view to render the country safe, by letting it 
fill with detachments from the army ; and our progress, 
when we were once in motioD, was literally from pt»t to 
post ; encampment to encampment. It may be well to enu- 
merate our force, and to relate the order of our march, that 
the reader may better comprehend the sort of businesa we 



D,mi,.=db, Google 



398 lATAHSTOB. 

Harmui Horduut took with him, in addition to tbs ladicM, 
a blsck cook, and a black Mrviug-girl ; a negro-man, to 
tain care of hia bOTsea, and another as his house-servant. 
He had three white labourers, in addilioa — nien employed 
about the teama, and as axe<roen, to clear the woods, bridge 
ibe atietimm, and to do other work of that nature, as it might 
be reqinied. On our side, there were us three gentlameD, 
Ta^i, m^ own fiuthful negro, Mr. TiaTerse, the suirejror, 
two chain-bearers, and two axe-men. Giiert Ten E;ck 
carried with him, alao, a n^ro-man, who was called P^e; 
it being contrary to bonoM vtorta to stjie him Peter or Pe- 
trus ; the latter hetng his true ajqidlation. This made ns 
ten men strong, of whom eight were white, and two black. 
Herman Hord«uut mustered, in all, just the same number, 
of which, howerer, four were females. Thus, by uniling 
our fimwa, we made a party of twenty souls, altogether. 
Of this number, all the males, black and white, were well 
anned, each man owning a good rifle, and each d* the gen- 
deataa a brace of pistols in addition- We carried the latter 
belled to our bodies, with the weapons, which were soudt 
and fitted to the service, turned behind, in such a way as to 
be concealed by our «der garmenta. The belts wera also 
hid by the A^m of out nMber garmenta. By this amnge- 
ment, we wen well anoed withont seeming to be so ; a pre- 
caution that is aoraetknee uiefnl in the woods. 

It is hardly Moeaary to say, that we did not plunge into 
die forest in the attiie in whidi we had been accustomed to 
af^iear in lbs etreets cS New York and Albany. Cocked 
hats were laid aside altogether; forest caps, resembling in 
form those we had worn in the winter, with the exception 
that the fur had been remored, being substituted. The ladies 
wore light beaTers, suited to their su; there being little 
oecasioa for any shade for the faoe, uader the dense caoo. 
|»ea of the forest. Veils of green, bowevn, were added, as 
the onitomary American protection for the sax. Anneke 
and Mary travelled in habits made of light woman's cloth, 
and is a manner to fit their exquisite forms like gloves. The 
Airte wera short, to enable them to walk with ease, in the 
event of being compiled to go a.fooU A feather or two, in 
each hat, had not been fbrgtdten — the ofiering of the natural 
propensity of thmr sex, to please the eyes of men 
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Aa for us men, buckskia Tornaed the principal malerial 
of our garments. We all wore buckskia breeches, and 
gaiters, and moccasins. The latter, however, had Ibe while- 
man's soles ; though Guert took a pair or two with him that 
were of the pure Indian manuracture. Each of us bad a 
coatee, made of common cloth; but wo all carried hunting- 
shirts, lo be worn as sooa aa we entered the woods. These 
hunting-shirts, green in colour, fringed and ornamented gar- 
ments, of the form of shirts to be worn over all, were ex- 
ceedingly smart in appearance, and were admirably suited 
to the woods. It was thought that the fringes, form, and 
colour, blended them so completely with the foliage, as to 
render tbem in a manner invisible to one at a distance; or, 
at least, undistinguished. They were much tn favour with 
all the forest corps of America, and formed the usual uni- 
form of the riflemen of the woods, whether acting against 
man, or only against the wild beasts. 

Neither Mr. Worden, nor Jason, moved with the main 
party ; and it was precisely on account of these dislinclions 
of dress. As for the divine, he was so good a stickler for 
appearances, he would have worn the gown and surplice, 
even on a mission to the Indians ; which, by'the-way, was 
ostensibly his present business ; and, at the several occa- 
sions, OD which I saw him at cock-fights, he kept on the 
clerical coat and shovel-hat. In a word, Mr. Worden never 
neglected externals, so far as dress was concerned ; and, I 
much question, if he would have consented lo read prayers 
without the surplice, or to preach without the gown, let the 
desire for spiritual provender be as great as it might. I 
very well remember to have heard my father say, that, on 
one occasion, the parson had refused to officiate of a Sun- 
day, when travelling, rather than bring discredit on the 
church, by appearing in the discharge of his holy office, 
without the appliances that belonged to Ibe clerical charac- 

" More harm than good is done lo religion, Mr. L4ttle- 
page," said the Rev. Mr. Worden, on that occasion, " b^ 
thus lessening its rites in vulgar eyes. The first thing u 
to teach men to respect holy things, my dear sir; and a 
clergyman in his gown and surplice, commands threefold 
the respect of one without them. I consider it, therefore, a 
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Mcnd duty to uphold the dignity of my office on al! occa- 

K0D8." 

It waa in consequence of these opinions, that the divios 
Irarelled in bis clerical hat, clerical coat, black breeches, 
and band, even when in pursuit of the soula of red men 
among the wilda of North America 1 I will not take it upon 
myself to say, these observances had not their use ; but I 
am very certain they put the reverend gentleman to a greot 
deal of inconvenience. 

As for JasoD, he gave a Danbury reason for travelling 
in his best. Everybody did so, in his quarter of the country ; 
nod, for his part, he thought it disrespectful to strangers, to 
appear among them in old clothes 1 There was, however, 
another and truer reason, and that was economy; for the 
troops had so far raised the price of everything, that Jason 
did not hesitate to pnMiounco Albany the dearest place he 
had ever been in. There was some truth in this allegation ; 
and the distance from New York, being no less than one 
hundred and sixty miles — so reported — the reader will at 
once sec, it was the business of quite a month, or even more, 
to ra-fumish the shelves of the shop that had been emptied. 
The Dutch not only moved slow, but Ihey were methodical ; 
and the shopkeeper whose stores were exhausted in April, 
would not be a^ to think of replenishing them, until the 
regular time and seSson returned. 

As a consequence of these views and motives, the Rev, 
Mr. Worden and Mr. Jason Newcome left Albany twenty- 
four hours in advance of the rest of our party, with the 
understanding thoy were to join us at a point where the 
road led into the woods, and where it was thought the cocked 
hat and the skin cap might travel in company harmoniously. 
There was, however, a reason for the separation I have not 
yet named, in the fact that all of my own set travelled on 
foot, three or four pack-horses carrying our necessaries. 
Now Mr. Worden had been ofiered a seat in a government 
conveyance, and Jason managed to worm himself into the 
party, in some way that to me waa ever inexplicable. It is, 
however, due to Mr. Newcome to confess that bis faculty of 
obtaining favours of all sorts, waa of a most extraordinary 
sharacler; and be certainly never lost any chance of pre- 
ferment ibr want of asking. In this respect, Jason waa 

..Coo-;lc 
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tlwaya a moral enigma, to me ; [here being an absolute 
absence, in his mind, of everything like a perception of the 
GtnesB of things, so far as the claims and rights of persoas 
were coonected with rank, education, birth, and experience. 
Rank, in the official sense, once possessed, he understood 
and respected ; but of the claims to entitle one to its enjoy- 
ment, he seemed to have no sort of notion. For properly 
be bad a profound deference, so far as that deference ex- 
tended to its importance and influence; but it would have 
caused him not the slightest qualm, either in the way of con- 
science or feeling, to find himself suddenly installed in the 
mansion of the palroons, for instance, and placed in posses- 
sion of tbeir estates, provided only he fancied be could 
maintain his poaiticm. The circumstance that he was dwell- 
ing under the roof that was erected by another man's ances- 
tors, for instance, and that others were living who had a 
better moral right to it, would give him no sort of trouble, 
so long as any quirk of the law would sustain him in pos- 
session. In a word, all that was allied to sentiment in 
matters of this nature, was totally lost on Jason Newcome, 
who lived and acted, from the hour be first came among us, 
as if the game of life were merely a game of puss in the 
corner, in which he who inadvertently lefl his own post un- 
protected, would be certain to find another filling his place 
as speedily aa possible, I have mentioned this propensity 
of Jason's at some little length, as I feel certain, should this 
history be carried down by my ovra posterity, as I hope and 
design, it will be seen that this disposition to regard the 
whole human family as so many tenants in common, of tha 
estate lefl by Adam, will lead, in the end, to something ex- 
traordinary. But, leaving the Rev. Mr. Worden and Mr. 
Jason Newcome to journey in their public conveyance, I 
must return to our own party. 

All of US men, with the exception of those who drove the 
two wagons of Herman Mordaunt, marched a-foot. Each 
of ua carried a knapsack, in addition to hia rifle and ammu- 
nition ; and, it will be imagined, that our day's work was 
not a very long one. The first day, we halted at Madam 
Schuyler's, by invitation, where we nil dined ; including the 
surveyor. Lord Howe wna among the guests, that day; 
and he appeared to admire the spirit of Anneke and Mary 
25 
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Wallace greatly, Id aUemptiDg such an expedition, at such 

" You need have no tears, however, ladies, as we shall 
keep up strong detachments between you and the Freoch," 
he said, more gravely, alter some pleasant tTifling on the 
■ubjecL " Last summer's work, and the disgraceful mon- 
iter in which poor Muoro was abandoned to his fate, has 
lendered us all keenly alive to the importance of compelling 
the enemy to remain at the north end of Lake George ; too 
many battles having already been fought on this aide it, for 
Ifae credit of the Britisb anna. We pledge ourselves to your 
Mfely." 

Anseke thanked him for this pledge, and the conrersation 
ohanged. There was a young man present, who bora the 
name of Schuyler, and who was nearly related to Madam, 
with whooe air, manner and appearaoce I was much struck. 
His aUDt called him ' Philip ;' and, being about my own age, 
during this viail I got into conversatioD with him. He told 
me he was attached to the commissariat under Gen. Brad- 
street, and that he should move on with the army, as somi 
as the preparatioiiB for its marching were completed. He 
then entered into a clear, simple explauation of the supposed 
plan of the approaching campaign. 

" We shall see you and your friends among us, then, I 
hope," he added, as we were walking on the lawn together, 
previously to the summons to dinner; "for, to own to you 
the truth, Mr. Littlepage, I do not half like the necessity of 
our having so many eastern troops among us, to clear this 
colony of its enemies. It is true, a nation must fight its 
foes wherever they may happen to he found ; hut there is so 
little in common, between us and the Yankees, that I could 
wish we were strong enough to beat back the French 
alone." 

" We have the same sovereign and the same allegiance," 
I answered ; " if you can call that somelhiug in common." 

" That is true ; yet, I think you must have enough Dutch 
blood about you to understand me. My duty calls me much 
among the different regiments ; and, I will own, that I fiad 
more trouble with one New England raiment, than with a 
whole brigade of the other troops. They have generali^ 
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and coloDdo, and majora, enough ibr the Krmy of the Dokf 
of Marl borough 1" 

■■ It is oertaiu, there is no waul of military rank smoog 
Ibem — and they are particularly fond of referring to it." 

" Quite true," answered young Schuyler, smiling. " You 
will hear the word < general' or ' colonel' oflener used, in 
one of their oantonmenta, in a day, than you shall hear it 
at Head Quartera in a month. They hare capital points 
about them, too} yet, somehow or other, we do not like 
each other." 

Twenty yearn later in liCb, I had reason to remember this 
remark, as well as to refleot on the character of the man 
who had uttered iL I, or my successors, will probably have 
occasion to advert to matters connected with this feeliDg, in 
the later passages of this record. 

1 had also a little conversatiMi with Lord Howe, who 
complimented me on what had passed on the river. He had 
evidently received an accsount of that aStiir from some one 
who was much my friend, and saw fit to allude to the sub- 
ject in a way that was very agreeable to myself. Thb 
short convers^ion was not worUi repeating, but it qiened 
the way to an acquaintance that subsequently was connected 
with some events of interesL 

About an hour aAer dinner, our party took- its leave of 
Madam Schuyler, and moved on. The day's march was 
intended to be short, though by this lime the roods were set- 
tled, and tolerably good. Of roads, however, we were not 
long to eojoy the advantages, for they extended only some 
thirty tnilra to the north of Albany, in our direction. With 
the ezceplioa of the military route, wbioh led direct to the 
head-waters of Lake Champlain, this was about the extent 
of all the avenues that penetrated the interior, in that quarter 
of the country. Our direction was to the northward and 
eastward, both Ravensnest and Mooseridge lying slightly in 
the direction of the Hampshire Grants. 

As soon as we reached the point on the great northern 
road, or that which led towards Skeeaesborough, Herman 
Mordaunt was obliged to quit his wagons, and to put all the 
females on horseback. The most necessary of the stores 
were placed on pack-horses ; and, afler a delay of half a 
day, time lost in making these arnuigeDieBti, we proceeded. 
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handling csrUun aponed piecaa of paper, invented for, and 
used in tlie combinations of a game played for amuseraent. 

** Hnd it been puah-pin, now," Guert whispered, " it would 
give Mr. Nowcome no trouble at all ; but he does not admire 
the idea, of being caught at 'All Pours, on a stump.' We 
must Bay a word to relieve the poor sinner's distress. 1 have 
cards, Mr. Worden, and they shall be much at your service, 
aa soon as we can come at our effects. There is one pack 
ia my knapsEick, but it is a little soiled by use, though somO' 
what cleaner than that. If you wish it, I will taa&d it to 
you. I never travel without carrying one or two clean 
packs with me." 

" Not just now, sir, I tbank you, I love a game of Whist, 
or Picquet, but cannot say I am an admirer of All Fours. 
As Mr. Newcome knows no other, we were merely killing 
half an hour, at that game ; but 1 have enough of it to last 
me for the summer. I am glad that cards have not been 
forgotten, however ; for, I dare say, we can make up a very 
respectable party at Whist, when we all meet." 

" That we cau, air, and a parly that shall have its good 
players. Miss Mary Wallace plays as good a band at Whist, 
aa a woman should, Mr. Worden ; and a very pretty accom- 
plishment it is, for a lady to possess ; useful, sir, as well as 
entGrtaiuing ; for anything is preferable to dummy. I do 
Dot think a woman should play quite as well as a man, our 
sex having a natural clium to lead, in all such things ; but 
it is very conveuient, sometimes, to find a lady who can 
hold her hand with coolness and skill." 

"I would not marry a woman who did not understand 
Rcquet," exclaimed the Rev. Mr. Worden ; " to say nothiug 
of Whist, and one or two other games. But, let us be 
moviog, siace the hour ia getting late." 

Move □□ we did, and in due time we all reached the place 
at which we were to halt for the night. This looked like 
plunging into the wiidemess indeed ; for the house had but 
two rooms, one of which was appropriated to the use of the 
females, while most of us men took up our lodgings in the 
bam. Anneke and Mary Wallace, however, showed the 
most perfect good-humour ; and our dinner, or supper might 
better he the name, was composed of deliciously fat and 
taider broiled [ngeons. It vu the pigeon Maaon, the woods 
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tiine, tho commerce of the colonics did not reward the toil 
of the Mltler in the same liberal manoer aa has aince oc- 
curred. Herman Mordauat, aa we moved along, related to 
me the cost and trouble he had been at already, in gelling 
the ten or fifteen familitM who were on his property, in th« 
first place, to the spot itself; and, in the second place, to 
induce them to remain there. Xot only was he obli^d to 
grant leases for three lives, or, in some cases, for thirty or 
fony years, at rents that were merely nominal, but, as a 
rule, the first six or eight years the tenants were to pay no 
rent at all. On the contrary, be was obliged to extend to 
them many favonrs, in various ways, that cost no inconside- 
rable stmi in the course of the year. Among other things, 
his agent kept a small shop, that ctmtained tbe most oiSi- 
nary supplies used by families of the class of tbe settler, and 
tbeae be sold at little more than cost, for tbdr accommoda- 
tion, receiving his pay in such articles as they could raise 
from their balf-tilled fields, or their sugar-bushes, and turn* 
ing those again into money, only after they were transported 
to Albany, at the end of a considerable period. In a word, 
the commencement of such a settlement was an arduous 
undertaking, and the experiment was not very likely to suc- 
ceed, unless the landlord had both capital and patience. 

The political economist can have no difiiculty in discover^ 
ing the causes of tbe circumstances just mentioned. They 
were to be found in the fact that people were scarce, while 
land was superabundant. In such a condition of society, the 
tenant had tbe choice of his farm, instead of the landlord's 
having a selection of his tenants, and tbe latter were to be 
bought only on such conditions as suited themselves. 

" Ton see," continued Herman Hordaunt, as we walked 
together, conversing on this subject, " that my twenty thou- 
sand acres are not likely to be of much use to myself, even 
should they prove to be of any to my daughter. A century 
hence, indeed, my descendants may benefit from all thia 
outlay of money and trouble ; but it is not probable thai 
either I or Anneke will ever see the principal and interest 
of the sums that will be expended in the way of roads, 
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bridges, miiia, aod other things of that sort. Years mast go 
by, before the light rents which will only begin to be paid a 
year or two hence, and thea oaiy by a very few tenants, 
can amount to a sufficient sum to meet the expenses of keep- 
ing up the settlement, to say nothing of the quit-rents to be 
paid to the crown." 

" This is not very encouraging to a new beginner in the 
occupation of a landlord," I answered; "and, when I look 
into the facts, I confess, I am surprised that so many gentle- 
meo in the colony are willing to invest the sums they annu> 
sUy do in wild lands." 

'tlveiy man who ip at hia ease in his moneyed aflairs. 
Corny, C^is a disposilioa to make some provision for his 
posterity. This estate, if kept together, and in single hands, 
may make some descendant of mine a man of fortune. Half 
a century will produce a great change in this colony ; and, 
at the end of that period, a child of Anneke's may be thank- 
ful that his mother had a father who was willing to throw 
away a few thousands of his own, the surplus of a fortune 
that was sufficient for his wants without them, in order that 
his grandson may see them converted into tens, or possibly 
into hundreds of thousaads." 

" Posterity will, at least, owe us a debt of gratitude, Mr. 
Hordaunt ; for I now see that Mooseridge is not likely to 
make either Dirck or myself very affluent palroons." 

"On that you may rely. Solanstoe will produce yon 
more than the largo tracts you possess in this quarter." 

" Do you no longer fear, sir, that the war, and apprehen- 
sion of Indian ravages, may drive your people off?" 

" Not much at present, though the danger was great at 
one time. The war may do me good, as well as harm. 
The armies consume everything they can get— soldiers 
reeembling locusts, in this respect. My tenants have had 
the commissaries among them ; and, I am told, every blade 
of grass they can spar^— all their surplus grain, potatoes, 
butler, cheese, and, in a word, everything tbat can be eaten, 
and with which they are willing to part, has been contracted 
for at the top of the market. The King pays in gold, and 
the dght of the precious metals will keep even a Yankee 
from moving." 

About the time this was said, we came in sight of the spot 
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Hernian Mordauat had christened RaTeoHMBt ; a Bame thai 
had since been applied to the whole property. It was a log 
building, that stood on the verge of a low cliff of rooks, at a 
point where a bird of that appellation had origtoslly a neat 
on the uppennost braDcheaof a dead hemlock. The build- 
ing had been placed, and erected, with a view to derence, 
having served for some time as a sort of rallying point to 
the families of the tenantry, in the event of an Indian alarm. 
At the commenceotent of the present war, taking into view 
the exposed position of his possessions on that frontier,— 
frontier as to settlement, if not as to territorial limits, — Her- 
man Mordaunt bad caused some attention to be paid to his 
fortifications ; which, though they might not have satined 
Mods. Vauban, w«b not altogether without merit, couaideced 
in iBference to their use in case of a surprise. 

The house formed three aides of « patalkelogram, the 
open portion of the court in the centre, facing die cliff, A 
strong picket served to make a defence against bullets oa that 
sidej while the dead walls of solid logs were quite impr^- 
nable against any assault known in forest warfare, but that 
of fire. All the windows opened on the court ; while the 
single outer door was picketed, and otherwise proleoted by 
coverings of plank. I was glad to see by the extant of this 
rude structure, which was a hundred feet long by fifty in 
depth, that Anneke and Mary Wallace would not he likely 
to be straitened for room. Such proved to be the fact ; 
Herman Mordaunt's agent having prepared four or five 
apartments for the family, that rendered them as comfortable 
as people could well expect to be in such a situation. Every- 
thing was plain, and many things were rude ; but shdtert 
Warmth and security hod not been neglected. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

*And long Bhatl timorous tknaj see 
The painted obief and painted Bpeu; 

And Reuon's self shall bow the knee 
To shadows ond deluBlons here." 

It 13 not necessary to dwell oo the manner in which Her- 
man MordauDt and his companions became eslabh'shed at 
Ravensnest. Two or three days sufficed lo render them aa 
comfortahle as circumslances would permit ; then Dirck 
»od I bethought us of proceeding in quest of the lands of 
Hooseridge. Mr. Worden and Jason both declined going 
any further; the mill-seal, of which the last was in quest, 
being, as I now learned, on the estate of Herman Mordaunt, 
and having been for sotne time the subject of a negotiation 
between the pedngogue and its owner. As for the divine, 
he declared that he saw a suitable ' jield' for his missionary 
labour where he was ; while, it was easy to see, that he 
questioned if there were fields of any sort, where we were' 
going. 

Our party, on quilting Ravensnest, consisted of Dirck and 
myself, Guerl, Mr. Traverse, the surveyor, three chain- 
borers, Jaap or Yoap, Guerl'a man, Pete, and one woods- 
man or hunter. This would have given us ten vigorous 
and well-armed men, for our whole force. It was thought 
best, however, to add two Indians to out number, in the 
double character of hunters and runners, or messengers. 
One of these red-skins was called Jumper, in the language 
of the settlement where we found them ; and the other 
Trackless ; the latter tobriqiiet having been given him on 
acconnt of a faculty he possessed of leaving little or no trail 
in his journeys and marches. This Indian was about siit- 
and-twenty years of age, and was called a Mohawk, living 
with the people of that tribe ; though, I subsequently ascer- 
taincd tbat he was, in fact, an Onondago' by birth. Hit 
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true name was Susquesus, or Crooked Turos ; . an appella- 
tion thai might or might not speak well of his character, as 
the turns' were regarded in a moral, or in o physical sense. 

"Take that man, Mr. Littlepage, b^ all means," said 
Herman Mordaunt's agent, when the matter was under dia- 
cussion. " You will find him as useful, in the woods, as 
your pocket-compass, besides being a reasonably good 
hunter. He lell here, as s runner, during the heaviest of 
the snows, last winter, and a trial was made to find his trail, 
within half an hour afler he had quitted the clearing, but 
without success. He had not gone a mile in the woods, 
before all traces of him were lost, as completely as if he had 
made the journey in the air." 

As Susquesus had a reputation for sobriety, as was apt 
to be the case with the Onondagoes, the man was engaged, 
though one Indian would have been sufficient for out pur- 
pose. But Jumper had been previously hired ; and it would 
have been dangerous, under our circumstances, to ofibnd a 
-ed-man, by putting him aside for another, even after com- 
pensating him fully for the disappointment. By Mr. Tra- 
verse's advice, therefore, we took both. The Indian or 
Mohawk name of Jumper, was .Quissquiss, a term that, I 
fancy, signified nothing very honourable or illustrious. 

The sirls betrayed deep interest in us, on our taking leave; 
more, f thought, than either had ever before manifested. 
Guert had told me, privately, of an intention, on bis part, to 
make another ofler to Mary Wallace ; and I saw the traces 
of it in the tearful eyes and flushed cheeks of his mistress. 
But, at such a moment, one does not stop to think much of 
such things ; there being tears in Anneke's eyes, as well as 
in those of her friend. We had a thousand good wishes to 
exchange; and we promised to keep open the communica- 
tion between the two parties, by means of our runners 
semi-weekly. The distance, which would vary from fifleea 
to thirty miles, would readily admit of this, smce either of 
the Indians would pass over it, with the greatest ease to 
himself, in a day, at that season of the year. 

a of New Ywk. The tribe fivm which it is derintd, in thsM 
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After all, the separatioa was to be short, Tor we had pro. 
miBed to come over and dine with Herman Mordaunt on hii 
liilicth birlh-day, which would occur within three weeks. 
This arrangement made the parting tolerable to us youDg 
men, and our constitutional gaiety did the rest. Half an 
hour after the last breakfast at Ravensnest saw us all on our 
road, cheerful, if not absolulcly happy. Herman Mordaunt 
accompanied us three miles; which led him to the end of 
his own settlements, and to the edge of the virgin forest. 
There he took his leave, and we pursued our way with the 
utmost diligence, for hours, with the compass for our guide, 
until we reached the banks of a small river that was sup- 
posed to lie some three or four miles from the southera 
boundaries of the patent we sought. I say, ' supposed to 
lie,' for there existed then, and, I believe, there still exists, 
much uncertainly ooncerning the landmarks of different 
estates in the woods. Oo the banks of this stream, which 
was deep but not broad, the surveyor called a halt, and wG 
made our dispositions for dinner. Men who had walked as 
far and as last as we had done, made but little ceremony ; 
and for twenty minutes every one was busy in appeasing 
his hunger. This was no sooner accomplished, however, 
than Mr. Traverse summotied the Indiana to the side of the 
faljes tree on which we had taken our seats, when the first 
occasion occurred for putling the comparative intelligence 
of the two runners to the proof. At the same time the prin- 
cipal chain-bearer, a man whose life had been passed in his 
present occupation, was brought into the consultation, aa 
follows. 

" We are now od the banks of this stream, and about this 
bend in it," commenced the surveyor, pointing to the precise 
curvature of the river on a map he had spread before him, 
at which he supposed we were actually situated ; " and the 
nest thing is to find that ridge on which the moose was 
hilled, and across which the line of the patent we seek is 
known to run. This abstract of the title tells us to look for 
a comer somewhere off here, about a mile or a mile and a 
half from this tend in the river — a black oak, with its top 
broken oiTby the wind, and standing in the centre of a trU 
angle made by three chestnuts. I think you told me, David 
that you had never borne a chain on any of these rtdgesf 
S7 
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>■ No, ur, never ;" answered David, the old chain-bearer 
already mentioned ; " my business never baviog brougbt me 
out so far east. — A black oak, with corner blazes on it, and 
its top broken down by the wind, sod standing atweea tbree 
chestnuts, howsomedever, can be nothing so very hard to 
find, for a person that 's the least acquainted. These Injins 
ivili be the likeliest bodies to know that tree, if they've any 
nat'ral knowledge of the country." 

Know B tree I There we were, and had been for many 
hours, in the bosom of the forest, with trees in tbomanib 
ranged around us ; trees had risen on our march, aa horizon 
extends beyond horizon on the ocean, and this chain-bearer 
lancied it rmght be in the power of one who often passed 
through these dark and untenanted maxes, to recognise any 
single member of those countless oaks, and beeches, and 
pineal Nevertheless, Mr. Traverse did not seem to regard 
David's suggestion as so very extravagant, for he tamed 
towards the Indians and addressed himself to them. 

" How 's this 1" he asked ; " Jumper, do you know any- 
thing of the sort of tree I have described ?" 

"No," was Iho short, sentenlioua answer. 

" Then, I fear, there ia little hope that Trackless la v>y 
wiser, aa you are Mohawk born, and he, they tell me, ia at 
bottom an Onondago. What say you. Trackless t can you 
help us to find the tree I" 

My eyes were fastened on Susquesus, as soon as the In- 
diana were mentioned. There he alood, atraight aa the 
trunk of a pine, light and agiie in person, with nothing but 
his breech-cloth, moccasins, and a blue calico shirt belted 
lo his loins with a scarlet band, through which was thrust 
the handle of his tomahawk, and to which were attached his 
shot-pouch and horn, while his rifle rested against his body, 
butt downward. Trackless was a singularly handsome 
Indian, the unpleasant peculiarities of his people being but 
fiiintly portrayed in his face and form ; while their nobler 
and finer qualities came out in strong relief. His nose was 
Mmost aquiline; his eye, dark as night, was restless and 
piercing; his limbs Apollo-like; and his front and bearing 
had all the fearless dignity of a warrior, blended with tfae 
grace of nature. The only obvious defects were in bis walk, 
which was Indian, or i^-loed and bending at t))e kqee } bMtf 
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to counterbalance these, bU movemeots were light, spraigy 
aod swift, 1 fancied him, in figure, the very beau-Mial at 

During the time the surveyor was speaking, the eye t^ 
Susquesua was seemingly fastened on vacancy, and I would 
have defied the nicest observer to delect any conscioQsneas of 
what was in hand, !□ the countenance of this forest stoic. 
It was not his business to speak, while an older runner and 
an older warrior was present — for Jumper was both — and 
he waited for others, who might Itnow more, to reveal their 
knowledge ere he produced his own. Thus directly ad- 
dressed, however, all reserve vanished, and he advanced two 
or ihree steps, cast a curious glance at (he map, even put a 
finger on the river, the devious course of which it followed 
across the map, much as a child would trace any similar 
object that attracted t)js attention. Susquesus knew but 
little of maps, it was clear enough; but the result showed 
that he knew a great deal about the woods, his native field 
of action. 

" Well, what do you make of my map. Trackless," re- 
pealed the surveyor. " Is it not drawn to suit your fancy 7" 

" Good" — returned theOnondago, with emphasis. "Now 
show Susquesus your oak tree." 

"Here it is. Trackless. You see it is a tree drawn in 
ink, with a broken lop, and here are the three chealuuts, in 
8 sort of triangle, around it," 

The Indian examined the tree with some interest, and a 
slight smile illumined his handsome, though dark counte- 
nance. He was evidently pleased at this proof of accuracy 
in the colony surveyors, and, no doubt, thought the better 
of them for the fidelity of their work. 

" Good," he repealed, in his low, guttural, almost femi- 
Dine voice, so aoii and mild in its tone. " Yery good. The 
pale-faces know everything! Now, let my brother find the 
tree." 

" That is easier said than done, Susquesus," answered 
Traverse, laughing. "Il is one thing to sketch a tree on a 
map, and another to go to its root, as it stands in the forest, 
surrounded by thousands of other trees." 

" Pale-face must first see him, or how point hini 1 When 
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"Ay, the surveyor saw the tree once, and raBrketl it once, 
but that ia not finding it again. Can you tell me where the 
oak stands 1 Mr. Litilepage will give the man who finds 
that corner a French crown. Put me anywhere on the line 
of Ibe old survey, and I will ask favours of no one." 

" Painted tree there," said Susquesus, pointing a little 
scornfully at the map, as it seemed to me. " Pale-face can't 
find him in wood. Live tree out younder ; Injin know." 

Trackless pointed with great dignity towards the north* 
east, standing motionless as a statue the while, as if inviting 
the closest possible scrutiny into the correctness of his asser- 
tion. 

"Can you lead us to the tree!" demanded Traverse, 
eagerly. " Do it, and the money is yours," 

Susquesus made a significant gesture of assent ; then he 
set about collecting the scanty reukains of his dinner, a pre- 
caution in which we imitated him, as a supper would bo 
equally agreeable as the meal just taken, a few hours later. 
When everything was put away, and the packs were on our 
shoulders — not on those of the Indians, for theg seldom con- 
descended to carry burthens, which was an occupation for 
women — Trackless led the way, in the direction he had 
already pointed out. 

Well did the Onondago deserve his name, as it seemed to 
me, while he threaded his way through that gloomy forest, 
without path, mark or sign of any sort, that was intelligible 
to others. His pace was between a walk and a gentle trot, 
and it required all our muscles to keep near him. He 
looked to neither the right nor the left, but appeared to pur- 
sue his course guided by an instinct, or as the keen-scented 
hound follows the viewless traces of his game. This lasted 
for ten minutes, when Traverse called another halt, and we 
clustered together in council. 

" How much further do you think it may be to the tree, 
Onondagol" demanded the surveyor, as soon as the whole 
party was collected in a circle, " I have a reason for ask- 
ing." 

"So many minutes," answered the Indian, holding up 
five fingers, or the four fingers and thumb of his right haod. 
' Oak with broken top, and pale-face marks, there." 

The precision snd confidence with which the TncUsM 
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jxHnled, not a little surprised m%, for I could not imagina 
how any human being could pretend to be minutdy certain 
ofsuch a fact, under the circumstances in which we were 

f laced. So it was, however; and so it proved in the end. 
a the mean time, Traverse proceeded to carry out his own 

"As we are so near to the tree," he said, for the surveyor 
had no doubt of the red-man's accuracy, "we must also bo 
near the line. The lost runs north and south, on this part 
of the patent, and we shall shortly cross it. Spread your- 
selves, therefore, chain -bearers, and look for blazed trees; 
for, put me anywhere on the boundlries, and I'll atiswer 
for finding any oak, beech, or maple, that ia mentioned in 
the corners." 

As soon as this order was received, all the surveyor's 
men obeyed, opening the order of their march, and spread- 
ing themselves in a way to extend their means of observing 
materially. When all was ready, a sign was made to the 
Indian to proceed, Susquesus obeyed, and we were all 
soon in quick motion again. 

Guert's activity enabled him to keep nearest to the Onon- 
dago, and a shout from his clear, full throat, first announced 
the complete success of the search. In a moment the rest 
of ua pressed forward, and were soon at the end of our jour- 
ney. There was Susquesus, quietly leaning against the 
trunk of the broken oak, without the smallest expression of 
triumph in either his manner or his countenance. That 
which he had done, he had done naturally, and without any 
apparent effort or hesitation. To him the forest had its 
signs, and metes, and marks — as the inhabilanl of the vast 
capital has his means of threading its mazes with the readi- 
ness of familiarity and habit. As for Traverse, he first 
examined the top of the tree, where he found the indicated 
fracture; then he looked round for the three chestnuts, each 
of which was in its place ; after which he drew near to look 
into the more particular signs of his craft. There they were, 
three of the inner sides of the oak being blazed, the proof it 
was a corner ; while that which had no scar on its surface 
looked outward, or from the Patent of Mooseridge. Just 
BB all these agreeable facts were ascertained, shouts from 
ttte chain-bearers south of us, announced that they had dis* 
27* 
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Cfivarad tha line— owe of thsir starap being qiuta as <^uok> 
ngbted, ia oscerUitDiag tbedr own peculiar traoea, aa- Um 
native of the forest is in finding hia way to any object ia it 
irtiich h« has once seen, and may desire to ravisit. &y 
following the line, these men soon joined us, when the/ 
gave us the additional iDformation that they had also actu- 
ally found the skeleton of the moose that had given its narae 
lo the estate. 

Thus far, aLl was well, our success much exceeding our 
bopes. The hualers wera sent to look for a spring ; and, 
one being found at no great distance, we all repaired to the 
spot, and hutted for 4|ie night. Nothing could be more 
simple than our encampment ; which coosisted of covetiugit 
made of the bmnches of trees, with leaves and skins for our 
beds. Next day, however, Traverse finding the position 
favourable lor his work, he determined to select the spot as 
head-quarters ; and we ail set about the erection of a log- 
bouse, in which we might seek a shelter in the ev^t of a 
storm, and where we might deposit our implements) spars 
ammunition, and such stores as we had brought with us on. 
oux backs. As everybody worked with good-will at tha 
election of this rude building, and the labourers wece very 
expert with tbn axe, we had it nearly complete by the seb> 
ting of the next day's sun. Traverse chose the place b^ 
cause the water was abundant, and good, and because a 
small knoU was near Ibe spring, that was covered wilb 
young pines that were about fourteen or fii^n inches in 
diameter, while they grew to the height of near a hundred 
feet, with few branches, and straight as the Onondago. 
These trees were felled, cut into lengths of twenty and thirty 
feet, notched at the ends, and rolled alternately on each, 
other, so aa to enclose an area that was one-third longer 
than it was wide. The notches ware deep, and brought tha 
logs within two or three inches of each other ; and the inter- 
Btices were filled with pieces of riven chestnut, a wood that 
splits easily and in straight lines ; which pieces wece drivea 
turd into their beds, so as to exclude the winds and tha 
rains. As the weather was warm, aad the building sonw- 
what airy at the best, we cut do windows, though we had 
a narrow door in the centre of one of the longer sides. For 
■ roof we used the barlt of the hemloclc, vduch, at tiaU 
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seaBOD, came off in large pieces, and which waa laid on 
sdcks, raised to the desired eievalion by meaos of a ridge- 
pole. 

All this was making no more than one of (he commoa 
log-houses of the new settlements, though in a mora hurried 
and a less artificial manner Chan was usual. We had do 
chimoey, for our cooking could be done in the open air ; 
aod less altcnlion was paid to the general finish of the work, 
than might have been the case had we expected to pass the 
winter there. The floor was somewhat rude, but it had the 
effect of raising us from the ground, and giving us perrecCly 
drj' lodgings; an advantage not always obtained in the 
woods. It was composed of logs roughly squared on three 
aides, and placed on sleepers. To my surprise, Traverse 
directed a door to be made^ of riven logs, that were pianed 
K^ther with cross-pieces, and which was hung on the 
usual wooden hinges. When I epoke of this as unnecessary 
labour, occupying two men an entire day to complete, he 
reminded me ihat we were much in advance from the settle- 
menls; ihat an active war was being waged around us, and 
that the agents of the French had been very busy among 
our own tribes, while those in Canada oflen pushed their 
war-parties far within our borders. He had always found 
a great satisfaction, as well as security, in having a sort of 
citadel lo retreat to, when on these exposed surveys ; and 
be never neglected the necessary precaution, when he lan< 
cied himself in the least danger. 

We were quite a week in completing our house; (hough, 
aOer the first day, neither the surveyor nor his chain-bear- 
era troubled themselves with the labour, any further than 
to make an occasional suggestion. Traverse and his mea 
went to work in their own pursuit, running lines to divide 
tlae patent into its great lots, each of which was made to 
contain a thousand acres. It should be mentioned that all 
the surveys, in (hat day, were made on the most liberal 
scale, our forty thousand acres turning out, in the end, to 
amount to quite three thousand more. So it was with (he 
subdivisions of (he Patent, each of which was found (o ba 
of more than the nominal dimensions. Blazed trees, and 
records cut into the bark, served to indicate the lines, whilo 
a map went on jKirt pauu with the labour, the field-book 
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containing a description of each lot, in order that the pro- 
prietor of the eatale might have some ootioDs of the naliire 
of its soil and surface, as well as of Ibe quality and sizes of 
the trees it bore. 

The original surveyors, those on whose labours the pa- 
tent of the King was granted, had a comparatively trifling 
duly to perform. So long as Ihey gave a reasonably accu- 
rate outline of an area that would contain forty thousand 
acres of land, more or less, and did not trespass on any prior 
grant, no material harm could be done, there being no 
scarcity of surface in the colony ; but, Mr. Traverse had to 
descend to a little more particularity. It is true, he ran out 
his hundreds of acres daily, duly marking his corners and 
blazing his line trees, but something very like a summer's 
work lay before him. This he understood, and his proceed- 
ings were as methodical and deliberate as the nature of his 
situation required. 

In a very few days, things had gotten fairly in train, and 
everybody was employed in some manner that was found to 
be useful. The surveying party was making a very satis- 
factory progress, running out their great tots between sun 
and sun, while Dirck and myself made the notes concerning 
their quality, under the diciatioa of Mr, Traverse. Guert 
did little besides shoot and fish, keeping our larder well sup- 
plied with trout, pigeons, squirrels, and such other game as 
the season would allow, occasionally knocking pver aome- 
Ibing in the shape of poor venison. The hunters brought 
us their share of eatables also ; and we did well enough, in 
this particular, more especially is trout proved to be very 
abundant. Yaap, or Jaap, as I shall call him in future, and 
Pete, performed domestic duty, acting as scullions and cooks, 
though the first was much better fitted to perform the ser- 
vice of a forester. The two Indians did little else, for the 
first fortnight, but come and go between Ravensnest and 
Mooseridge, carrying missives and acting as guides to the 
hunters, who went through once or twico within that period, 
to bring us out supplies of flour, groceries, and other similar 
necessaries; no inducement being able to prevail on the 
Indians to carry anything that approached a burthen, either 
in weight or appearance. 

The surveying party did not always return to the hut at 
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n^ht, but tt < 'camped out,' as they called it, whenever tin 
work led them to a diatance on the other side of the tract. 
Mr. Traverse had cbosea his position for head-quarters 
more iu reference to its proximity to the settlement at Raveoa- 
CBst, than in refersDce to its position on the Patent. It was 
sufficiently central lo the latter, as regarded a north and 
south line, but was altogether on the western side of ths 
property. As his surveys extended east, therefore, he was 
oflen carried too far from the building to return to it each 
night, though his absences never extended beyond the even- 
ing of the third day. In consequence of this arrangement, 
bis people were enabled to carry the food they required 
without inconvenience, for the periods they were away, 
coming back for fresh supplies as the lines brought them 
west again. Sundays were strictly observed by us all, as 
days of rest,- a respect to the day that is not always ob- 
served in the forest ; he who is in the solitude of the woods, 
like him who roams athwart the wastes of the ocean, oJlen 
forgetting that the spirit of the Creator is abroad equally on 
the ocean and on the land, ready to receive that homage of 
bis creatures, which is a tribute due to beneficence without 
bounds, a holiness that is spotless, and a truth that is inhe- 

As Jumper, or the Trackless, returned from his con- 
stantly recurring visits to our neighbours, we young mm 
waited with impatience for the letter that the messenger waa 
certain to bear. This letter was sometimes written by Her- 
man Mordaunt himself, but oltener by Anneke, or Mary 
Wallace. It was addressed to no one by name, but uni- 
formly bore the superscription of ' To the Hermits of Moose- 
ridge;' nor was there anything in the language to betray 
any particular attention to either of the party. We might 
have liked it better, perhaps, could we have received epistles 
that were a little more pointed in this particular; but those 
we actually got were much loo precious to leave any serious 
grounds of complaint. One from Herman Mordaunt reached 
us on the evening of the second Saturday, when our whole 
pmy was at home, and assembled at supper. It was brought 
in by the Trackless, and, among other matters, contained 
Ibis paragraph ; 

" we team that things hourly assuine a more serioM 
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upecd with (he armwi. Our troops an pushing Dortb, » 
Ui^« bodies, and tba French ue aud to be reiolbrci^. 
Living a* we do, out ^ tba direct lino of maroh, aod fully 
thirty miloe in the rear t^ the old faattle-groanda, 1 sboidil 
feel no appr^KDskK), were it not for a report I beat, tlnl 
the woods are full of Indians. I very well know that su^ 
a report invariably accampaaies the near approach of boa- 
tilitiea in the frontier' setilemeQls, and la to be received with 
Rwoy grains of allowanoe; hut it seems so pn^Ue the 
French should push their savages on this flank <^ our annyi 
to anooy it on the advance, that, I confess, the ruBiour has 
some influence on my feelings. We have beee fortifying 
otill more ; and [ would advue you not to negtaet such ft 
precaution altogether. The Canadian Indians are said to ba 
more subtle than our own; nor is government altogether 
without the apprehension that our own have been ian^ned 
with. It was said at Albany, that much French silver had 
been seen in the handle of the peojde of the His Nations ; and 
that even French blankets, knives, and tomahawks, wem 
more plentiful among them than might be accounted for by 
the ordinary plunder of their warfare. One of your run- 
oers, the man who is called the Trackless, is said to Uve 
out of bis own tribe ; and such Indians are always to be 
suspected. Their abeence is socnetimes owing to reasons 
that are creditable ; but far oflener to thoee that are not. 
b may be well to have an eye on tbe conduct of this man. 
Alter all, we are in the hands of a beneficent and gmcioui 
God, and we know how often his mercy has saved us, on 
occasions more trying than this I" 

This letter was read several times, among ourselves, in- 
oludiog Mr. Traverse. As the ot polloi of our party wera 
eating out of ear-shot, and the ladians had left uit, it nalu- 
rally induced a conversatioo that turned on the risks we ran, 
and on the probability of Susquesus's being false. 

"As for the rumour that the woods aie full of Indians," 
tbe surveyor quietly o)»erved, " it is very much as Hernwn 
MordauDt saya— there is never a blanket seen, but fame 
magnifies it into a whole bale. There is danger to he ap- 
prehended from savages, I will allow, but not one-half that 
the settlers ordinarily imagine. As for the French, tbay 
wUkely to Bead oil tbwr savages at Ty; for, tbay l^L me. 
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Chn. Abercfoinlue will j[o sjjxiast tbem with thres m^ to 
their otie." 

"Witb that BUperioiity, at kast," I aoawered; "but, 
■Iter alt, would Dot a sagacima officer be lilieLy to annoy 
his Sank, in tfae ntanner here meatiooed !" 

" We ara every mile of forty to the eastward of the Una 
of march ; aod why should partieB keep so diatant from their 



" Even such a s^[^H)sjttoB would place our foes between 
us and our frieoda ; no very comrortable coasideration, of 
itself. But, what ihiak you of this bint coaceroing the 
Onondago 1" 

" Tbwe may be truth in iftol— more than ia the report 
that the woods are full of savages. It is usually a bad sign 
when an Indian quits his tribe ; and this runner of ours is 
certaiuly an Oaondw>; that I know, for the fellow has 
twice refused rum. Bread he will take, as oAen as offered ; 
but rum has not wet his lips, since I have seen him, offered 
in fair weather or foul." 

" "Fat M a bad sign" — put in Guert, a little dogmatically 
for him. ** T'e man t'at refuses his glass, in good companyi 
has commonly something wrong in his morals. I always 
keep clear of such chaps." 

Poor Guert! — How true that was, and what an influenoe 
the (pinion had on his character and habits. As for the 
Indian, I could not judge him so harshly. There was some- 
thing in his countenance that disposed mc to put confidence 
in him, at the very moment his cold, abstracted manners — 
cold and abstracted even for a red-skin in pale-face com* 
pany — created doubts and distrust. 

" Certainly, nothing is easier than for a man in his situa- 
tion to sell us," I answered, after a short pause, " if be be 
so disposed. But, what could tbe French gain by cutting 
off a party as peaceably employed as this I Itj;anbe of no 
moment to them, whether Mooseridge be surveyed into lots 
this year, or the next." 

" Quite true; and [ am of opinion that Hods. Montcalm 
ia very indifferent whether it bo ever surveyed at all," re- 
turned Traverse, who was an intelligent and tolerably edu- 
cated men. " You forget, however, Mr. Liltlepagc, that 
both parties ifkt such things as premiums on scalpa. 
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A Huron may not care about our tines, corners, and marked 
trees ; but he doe» care, a great deal, whether he is to go 
borne with an empty string, or with half-a-dozen human 
seal pa at his girdle." 

I observed that Dirck thrust his fingers through his bushy 
hair, and that his usually placid countenance assumed an 
indignant and semi -ferocious appearance. A little amused 
nt this, I walked lownrds the log on which Susquesus was 
seated, having ended his meal, in silent thought. 

" What news do you bring us from the red-coata, Track- 
less?" I asked, with as much of an air of tndiflerence as I 
couid assume. "Are ihey out in sufficient numbers to oat 
the French?" 

" Look at leaves ; count 'em ;" answered the Indian. 

"Yes, I know they are in force j but, what are the red- 
skins about 1 Is the hatchet l»iried, among the Six Na- 
tions, (hat you are satisfied with being a runner, when 
scalps may be had near Ticooderoga ?" 

" Susquesus Onondago" — the red-man replied, laying a 
strong emphasis on the name of his tribe. " No Mohawk 
blood run in him. His people no dig up batchel. Ibis sum- 
mer." 

" Why not. Trackless ? You are allies of the Yengeese, 
and ought to give us your aid, when it is wanted." 

"Count leaves — count Yengeese. Too much for one 
army. No want Onondago." 

" That may be true, possibly, for we are certainly very 
strong. But, how is it with the woods — are they altogether 
clear of red-skins, in times as troublesome as these 1" 

Susquesus looked grave, but he made no answer. Still, 
he did not endeavour to avoid the keen look I fastened on 
his face, but sat composed, rigid, and gazing before him. 
Knowing the uselessness of attempting to get anything out 
of an Indian, when he was indisposed to be communicative, 
I thought it wisest to change the discourse. This I did by 
making a few general inquiries as to the state of the streams, 
kll of which were ansvrered, when I walked away. 
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CHAPTER XXn. 

"FMr not, tiU Birnim Wixid 



I CAifNOT say I was quite satisfied with the manner of 
Susqiiesus; nor, oa the other hand, was I absolutely un- 
easy. All might be well ; and, if it were not, the power of 
this man to injure us could not be very great. A new oo 
currence, however, raised very unpleasant doubts of hia 
honesty. Jumper being out on a hunt, the Onondago wss 
seat across to Ravensnest the next trip, out of his turn; but, 
instead of returning, as had been the practice of both, the 
next day, we saw no more of him for near a fortnight. As 
we talked over this sudden and unexpected disappearance, 
we came to the conclusion, that, perceiving he was dis- 
trusted, the fellow had deserted, and would be seen no more. 
During his absence, we paid a visit to Ravcnsnest ourselves, 
spending two or three happy days with the girls, whom we 
found delighted with the wildness of their abode, and as 
happy as mnocence, health, and ceaseless interest in the 
forest and its habits, could make them. Herman Mo rd aunt, 
having fortified his house sufficiently, as he fancied, to re- 
move all danger of an assault, returned with us to Moose- 
ridge, and passed two or three days in walking over and 
examining the quality of the land, together with the advan- 
tages offered by the water- courses. As for Mr. Worden 
and Jason, the former had gone to join the army, craving 
the flesh-pots of a regimental mess, in preference to the 
simple fare of the woods ; while Jason had driven a hard 
bargain with Herman Mordaunt for the possession of the 
mill-seat ; which had been the subject of frequent discus- 
sions between the parlies, and about which the pedagogue 
had deemed it prudent to draw on the wisdom of Mother 
Doorlje. As the reader may have some curiosity to Know 
how such things were conducted in the colony, in the year 
1768, 1 will recapitulate the terms of the bargaia that wai 
finally agreed on, signed and sealed. 
28 
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[lerroan Mordaunt expected no emolumeot to himseir, 
from Ravensnest, but looked forward solely to a provUion 
for posleriiy. In consequence of these views, .bo refuaed to 
oeli, but gave leases on such coDditions as would induce 
tenants to come Into his lerms, in a country in which land 
was far plenlier than men. For some reason, that never 
was very clear to n»e, ho was particularly anxious to secure 
Jason Newcome, and no tolerable terms seemed extravagant 
to effect his purpose. It is not surprising, therofore, that 
our miller in perspective got much the best of the baifpuo, 
as its conditions will show. 

The lease was for three lives, and twenty-one years after- 
wards. This would have been thought equal to a lease for 
forty-two years, in (hat day, in Europe ; but experience ia 
showing that it is, in truth, for a much longer period, in 
America.* The first ten years, no rent at all was. to be 
paid. For the next ten, the land, five hundred acres, was 
to pay sixpence currency an acre, the tenant having the 
right to cut timber at pleasure. This was a great conces- 
sion, as the mill-lot contained much pine. For the remain- 
der of the lease, bo it longer or shorter, a shilling an 
acre, or about sixpence sterling, was to be paid for the land, 
and forty pounds currency, or one hundred dollars a year, 
for the mill-seat. The mills to be taken by the landlord, at 
an appraisal ' made by men', at the expiration of the tease; 
the teoant to pay the taxes. The tenant had the privilege 
of using all the materials for his dams, buildings, &c., ha 
could find on the land. 

The policy of the owners of Mooseridge was diffirent. 
We intended to sell at low prices, at first, reserving for 
leases hereafter, such farms as could not be immediately 
dispcwed of, or for which the purchaser failed to pay. In 
this manner it was thought we should sooner get returns for 
our outlays, and sooner ' build u» a settlement,' as the 
phrase goes. In America, the reader should know, every- 
thing is ' built.' The priest ' builds up' a flock ; the specu- 
lator, a fortune j the lawyer, a repuiation ; and the landlord, 
a settlement; sometimes, with sufficient accuracy id lan- 
guage, he even builds a town. 



Jeaoa was a veiy happy man, the moment he got b» 
leoae, aigoed and sealed, in his own poaaeasion. It made 
Dim « sort of a land-holder on Ibe spot, and one who bad 
nothing to pay for ten years to come. God foi^ve me, if 1 
do the man injustice ; but, from the first, I had a auspicion 
that Jason trusted to fortune to prevent any pay-day from 
ever coming at all, Aa for Herman Mordauut, he seemed 
satisfied, for he fancied that he had got a man of some edu- 
oation on his property, who mif>ht answer a good purpose 
ia civilizing, aad in otherwise advancing the interests of hia 
etiale. 

Jifsl as the rays of the rising sun streamed through the 
CMvices of our \og tenement, and ere one of us three idlers 
bad risen from his pallet, I heard a moccaaioed foot moving 
near me, in the nearly noiseless tread of an Indian. Spring- 
iflg to my feet, 1 found myself face to face with the missing 
Oaondagol 

" You here, Susqoeaus !" I exclaimed i " we supposed 
you had abandoned us. What has brought you backi" 

*'Time to go, now," answered the Indian, quietly, 
'<y»]geese and Canada warrior soon fight." 

"Is this true! — And do you, can you know it to be true 1 
Where have you been this foTtntght paati" 

•'Been see — have gee — know him just so. Como — call 
y«ung men} go on «a^path." 

Here, theq, was an eiplanation of the mystery of the 
Ooondago's abaeacel He had heard us speak of an inten- 
tion of moving with the troops, at the last moment, and he 
had gone to reconnoitre, in order that we might have season- 
able notice when it would be necessary to quit the ' Ridge,' 
as wa familiarly termed the Patent. I saw nothing treason- 
able in this, but rather deemed it a sign of friendly interest 
in our concerns] though it was certainly 'running' much 
fartber than the Indian had been directed to proceed, and 
' running' a little off the track. One might overlook such 
an irregularity in a savage, however, more especially as I 
began to weary of the monotony of our present manner of 
living, and was not sorry to discover a plausible apology for 
a change. 

The reader may be certain, it was not long before I hod 
ceMiBiMMStfed tbc iBteUigMce brought by the TnokleM, to 
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my companioDB ; wbo received it as young mm wobld bo 
apt to ItBteo to tidings eo stirring. The Onondago was 
■ummoDed to our couucil, and he renewed his proteatatioa 
that it was time for us to be moving. 

" No slop"— he answered, when questioned again od the 
■ubject; "time go. Canoe ready — gun loaded — warrior 
counted — chief woke up — council fire gone out. Time, 

go-" 

" Well then. Corny," said Guert, rising and slretchine 
his fine frame like a lion roused from hia lair, " here 's ofl. 
We can go to Ravensneat to sleep, to-day j and, to-morrow 
we wUl work our way out into the highway, and fall into 
the litfB of march of the army. I shall have another of^r- 
tDoily of seeing Mary Wallace, and of telling her how much 
I love her. That will be eo much gained, at all events." 

" No see squaw — no go to Nesl !" said the Indian, with 
energy, " War-path tkii way," pointing in a direction that 
might have varied a quarter of a circle from that to Herman 
Mordaunt'a settlement. " Bad for warrior to see squaw 
when he dig up hatchet — only make woman of him. No; 
go this way — path there — no here — scalp there — squaw 
here." 

As the gestures of the Onondago were quite as sigDificant 
as his language, we bad no difficulty in understanding bino. 
Guert continued his questions, however, while dressing, and 
we all soon became convinced, by the words of the Inditta, 
broken and abrupt as they were, that Abercrombie was on 
the point of embarking with his army on Lake Geai^,and 
that we must needs be active, if we intended to be present 
at the contemplated operations in front of Ticonderoga. 

Our decision was soon reached, end our preparations 
made. By packing and shouldering his knapsack, and 
arming himself, each man would be ready ; though a short 
delay grew out of the absence of Traverse and his chain- 
bearers. We wrote a letter, however, explaining the reasoa 
of our intended absence, promising to return as soon aa tbo 
operations in front of Ty should be lermmaled. This letter 
we left with Pete, who was to remain as cook, though Jaap 
bestirred himself, loaded his broad shoulders with certain 
indiapensables for our march, took his rifle, pack and horn, 
and was ready to move as soon as any of us. All tfaia tbr 
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fellow i3id, moreover, without ordera ; deeming it a part at 
bis dut^ to follow his young master, even if he followed 
him to evil. No dog, indeed, could be truer, io this particu- 
lar, than Jaap or Jacob Satansloe, for he hud adopted the 
name of the Neck as his pnlronymic j much ng the nobles 
of other regions style thi'msdves al>er their lands. 

When all was ready, and we were on the point of quit- 
ting the hut, the question arose seriously, whether we were 
to go by Ravensncsi, or by the new route that the Onondago 
had mentioned. Path there was not, in either direction ; 
but, we had land-marks, springs, and other known Bigns, 
on the former ; while of the latter we literally knew jiothiDg. 
Then Anneke and Mary Wallace, with their bright, bloom- 
ing, sunny faces — bright and haj^y whenever wo appeared, 
most certainly, of late — were in the former direction, and 
even DJrck cried out 'for Ravensnest.' But, on that route 
the Onondago refused to stir one foot. He stood, resembling 
a finger-post, pointing north-westerly with an immovable 
obstinacy, that threatened to bring the order of our march 
into some confusion. 

"We know nothing of that route, Trackless," Guert ob- 
served, or rather replied, for the Indian's manner was so 
expressive as to amount to a remark, "and we would rather 
travel a road with which we are a little acquainted. Be- 
sides, we wish to pay our parting compliments to the 
ladies." 

" Squaw no good, now — war-path no go to squaw. 
Huron— French warrior, here." 

*'Ay, and they are there, too. We shall be on their heela 
soon enough, by going to Ravensnest." 

*' No soon 'iKiugb--cBn't do him. Path long, time short. 
Pale-face warrior in great hurry." 

" Pale-face warriors' friends are in a hurry, loo — so yoa 
will do well to follow us, as we do not intend to follow you. 
Come, gentlemen, we will lead the Indian, as the Indian 
does not seem disposed to lead us. After a mile or two he 
will think it more honourable to go in advance ; and, for 
that distance, I believe, I can show you the way." 

" That road good for young men who don't want see 
Mtemy P said Susqueaus, with ironical poittt. 

"By St. Nicholas! Indian, what do you meaar' cried 
28* 
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Goert, turning short oa his beela uid moving swiAly (cw 
mrds the Ooondago, who did not wait for the menacing 
blow, hut wheeled in his tracks and ted ofl*, at a quick pace, 
Erectly towards the north-west, 

I <lo believe that Guert pursued, for the firat niinutet with 
no other intention than that of laying his powerrul arm on 
the ofieoder's shoulder ; but I dropped in on his footsteps ao 
Boon, Dirck ibllowing me, and Jaap Dirck, that we were all 
moving off Indian hie, or in the fashion of the woods, at the 
nte of four miles in the hour, almost before we knew it. 
An impulse of that angry nature is not over in a minute, 
and, before either of us had sufficiently cooled to be entirely 
reasonable, the whole party whs fairly out of sight of the 
hut. Aficr thai no one appeared to think of the necessity 
or of the expediency of reverting to the original intention. 
It was certainly indiscreet, thus to confide absolutely in tbo 
good faiih of a savage, or a semi-savage, at least, whom we 
scarcely knew, and whom we had aciually distrusted ; but 
we did it, and precisely in the manner and under the leelings 
I have described. 1 know that we all thought of the indis- 
cretion of which we had been guilty, aller the first mile; 
hut each was too proud to make the other acquainted with 
hb misgivings. I say all, but Jaap ought to be excepted, 
Ibr nothing in the shape of danger ever gave that negro any 
concern, unless it was spooks. He imu afraid of 'spooks,' 
hut ho did not fear man. 

Susquesus manifested the same confidence in his know- 
ledge of the woods, while now leading the way, league after 
league through the dark forest, as he had done when he took 
us to the oak with the broken top. On this occasion, bs 
guided us more by the sun, and the course generally, than 
by any acquaintance with objects that we passed ; though, 
three times that day did he point out to us particular thines 
that he had before seen, while traversing the woods in direc- 
tions that crossed, at angles more or less oblique, the line ol 
our present route. As for us, it was like a sailor's pointing 
to a path on the tracklesa ocean. We had our pocket^ 
compasses, it is true, aid understood well enough that a 
north-west course would bring us out somewhere near tbo 
foot of Lake George; bu I much doubt if we could haw 
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ma4«) by V>J UMBM) aa dii<Mt a line, by llieir aid, aa ve 
did by thot of the iDdian. 

On this subject we had a discussioD amoDg ourselves, I 
wetl lemember, wh^u we hailed to est and resl, a little after 
tlie turn of the day> for Gve hours had we walked with 
great r^idity, much as the bird flies, so far as course waa 
concerned, never turoiDg aside, unless it might be to avoid 
some impassable obstacle; and our calculation was that we 
had made quite twenty, of the forty miles we had to go over, 
aocordtng to the Onoqdago's account of the probable length 
of our journey. We had strung our sinews and hardened 
our muscles id such a way as to place us above the influ- 
ence of common fatigue ; yet, it must be confessed, the In- 
dian was much the freshest of the five, when we reached 
the spring where we dined, 

"An Indian does seem to have a nose much like that of 
a hound," said Guert, as our appetites began to be appeased ; 
" that must be admitted. Yet I think, Corny, a compass 
would carry a man through the woods with more cerlainty 
than any signa on the bark of trees, or looks at the suu," 

"A ooRipasa cannot err, of course; but It would be s 
troublesome thing to be stopping every minute or two, to 
look at your compass, which must have time to become 
steady, you will remember, or it would become a guide that 

" Every minute or two 1 Say once in an hour, or onca 
19 half an hour, at most, 1 would engage to travel as 
straight as the best Indian of them all, by looking at my 
compass once in half an hour." 

Susquosus was seated near enough to us three to over- 
heojr our conversation, and he understood English perfectly, 
though he spoke it in the usual, clipped mauner of an Indian. 
I thought I could detect a covert gleam of contempt in his 
dark countenance, at this boast of Guert's ; but he made do 
remark. We finished our meal, rested our legs, and, when 
our watches told us it was one o'clock, we rose in a body 
to resume our march. We were renewing the priming of 
our Titles, a precaution each man took twice every day, to 
prevent the effects of the damps of the woods, wlien the 
Onondago quietly fell in behind Guert, patiently waiting the 
leisuia of ttw latter. 
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"We are all ready, Trackless," cried the Albanian; 

*^ve us Ihe lead and the step, as befbre." 

"No" — answered the IdcIlbi). "Compass lead, now 
Susquesus no see any lon^r, — blind aa young dog." 

« Oh I that is your game, is it ! Well, let ii be so. Now, 
Corny, you shall learn the virtue there is in a compass." 

Hereupon Guert drew his compass from a pocket in hta 
huming-shirt, placed it on a log, in ohJer to get a perfectly 
accurate start, and wailed until the quivering needle had 
become perfectly stationary. Then he made his observa- 
tion, and took a large hemlock, which stood at the distance 
of some twenty rods, a great distance for a sight in tbo 
forest, as his land-mark, gave a shout, caught up his com- 
pass, and led off. Wefollowed, of course, and soon reached 
the tree. As Guert now fancied he was well eulered on tha 
right course, he disdained to turn to renew his observation, 
but called out for ua to 'come on ;' as he had a new tree 
for faia guide, and that in Ihe true direction. We may 
have proceeded in this manner for half a mile, and 1 began 
to think that Guert was about to triumph — for, to me, it did 
really seem that our course was aa straight as it had been 
at any lime that day. Guert now began to brag of his sue- 
cess, talking to me, and at the Indian, who was between us, 
over hia shoulder. 

" You see. Corny," he said, " I am used to the bush, 
after all, and have oflen beeO'Up among the Mohawks, and 
on their hunts. The great point is to begin right; after 
which you can have no great trouble. Make certain of ttto 
first ten rods, and you can be at ease about the ten tbou- 
aand that are to follow. So it is with life. Corny, hoy; 
begin right, and a young man is pretty certain of caming 
ont right. I made a mistake at the atari, and you see the 
trouble it has given me. But, 1 was left an orphan. Little- 
page, at ten years of age; and the boy that has neither father 
Dor money, must be an uncommon boy not to kick himself 
onl of the traces before he is twenty. Well, Onondago, 
what do you say to following the compass, now I" 

" Best look at him — he tell," answered Susquesus, onr 
whole line halting to let Guert comply. 

*' This d d compass will never come round I" exclaimed 

Guen, shaking the little instrument in ordor to help tha 
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needle round to the point at which he wished to see it stand. 
" These little devils are very apt to get out of order, Corny, 
after all." 

" Try more — got throe" — said the lodian, holding up tho 
number of fingers he mentioned, as was hia wont, when 
mentioning numbers of any sort. 

On ibis hint Dircli and I drew out our compasses, and 
the three were placed on a log, at the side of which we had 
come to our halt. The result showed that the three ' little 
devils' agreed most accurately, and that we were marching 
uactly south-east, instead of north-west ! Guert looked, on 
that occa»on, very much as he did when he rose from the 
snow, alter the hand-aled had upset with us. There was no 
resisting the truth ; we had got turned completely round, 
without knowing it. The fact that the sun was so near tha 
zenith, probably contributed to our mistake; but, any one 
who has tried the experiment, will soon ascertain how easy 
it is for him to lose his direction, beneath the obscurity and 
amid the inequalities of a virgin forest. Guert gave it up, 
like a man ea he was, and the Indian again paas^ in front, 
without the slightest manifestation of triumph or discontent. 
It required nothing leas than a thunderbolt to disturb the 
composure of thai Onondago I 

From that moment our progress was as swift as it had 
been previously to the halt ; while our courae was seemingly 
aa unerring as the flight of the pigeon. Suaquesus did not 
steer exactly north'West, as before, however, but he inclined 
more northerly. At length, it was just as the sun ap- 
pioached the aummita of the western mountaina, an opening 
appeared in our front, beneath the arches of the woods, and 
we knew that a lake was near us, and that we were on the 
aummit of high land, though at what precise elevation could 
not yet be told. Our route had tain across hills, and through 
valleya, and along small streams ; though, as I afterwards 
ascertained, the Hudson did not run far enough north to 
intercept our march ; or rather, by a sudden turn to the 
west, it left our course clear. Had we inclined westwardly 
ourselves, we might have almost done that which Col. Fol- 
lock had once laughingly recommended to my mother, in 
order to avoid the dangers of the Powlea I^k Ferry, gona 
IQund the river. 
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A clearing now showed itaelf a little on oar right ; and 
ihither the IndiaQ held bis way. This cleariiig was not rtw 
lesullorthekboursof man, but was the fruit of one of those 
forest accidents that sometimeB let in tbo light of the sun 
upon the mysieriea of the woods. This cleartDg was on the 
bald cap of a rocky mounlain, where Indians had doubtless 
often encamped ; the vestiges of their fires proving that the 
winds had been assisted by the sister element, in clearing 
■way the few stunted trees that bad once grown in the 
fissures of the rocks. As it was, there might have been aa 
open space of some two or three acres, that was now as 
naked as if it had never known any vegetatioa mors amln- 
liouB than the bush of the whortleberry or the faoneysnckle. 
Delicious water was spouting from a higher ridge of the 
locks, that led away norlherly, forming the snmmit of an 
extensive range in that direction. At this spring Susqamnia 
atooped to drink ; then he announced that our day's work 
was done. 

Until this announcement, I do not believe that one of us 
■II had taken the time to loc^ about him, so earnest and 
tapid had been our march. Now, however, each man threw 
ande his pack, laid down his rifle, and, thus disencumbered, 
we turned to gaze on one of the most surptisingly beootilU 
scenes eye of mine had ever beheld. 

From what I have read and heard, I am now fully awar^ 
that the grandest of our American scenery falb far bebiad 
that whi^ is to be fimnd among the lakes and precipioes of 
the Alps, and along the almost miraculous coast of the M^ 
diterranean ; and I shall not pretend that the view I now 
beheld approached many, in magnificence, that are to ba 
met with in those magic regions. Nevertheless, it was both 
grand and soft ; and it had one element of vastness. In tbs 
green mantle of its interminnble woods, that is not of^n to 
to met with in countries that have long submitted to the 
■way of man. Such as it was, I shall endeavour to de- 
scribe it. 

Beneath us, at the distance of near a thousand feet, laya 
lake of the most limpid and placid water, that was beautifldly 
diversifiedinshape, by means of blufia, bays, and cnrvatuns 
•f the shores, and which had an extent of near forty DiJIeK 
We were on its eastern margin, and about an»4iHfd «f As 
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cBstance rrom its aoutbcro to its nortbera eod. Countlew 
islands lay almost under our feet, Teadering the mixture of 
land and water, at that particular point, aa various and fan* 
taful as the human imagiaalion could desire. To the north, 
the placid sheet extended a great distance, *bounded by rocky 
piccipices, passing by a narrow gorge inio a wider and 
falser estuary beyond. To the south, the water lay ex- 
panded to its oval termiaation, with here and there aa 
island to relieve the aurrace. In that direction only, were 
any of the results of human industry to be traced. Every- 
where else, the gorges, the receding valleys, the long ranges 
of hills, and the bald caps of granite, presented nothing to 
the eye but the unwearying charms of nature. Far as the 
eye could reach, mountain behind mountain, the earth was 
covered with its green mantle of luxuriant leaves ; such ag 
v^etation bestows od a virgin soil beneath a beaeficent sun. 
The rolling and vari^ated carpet of the earth resembled a 
firmament reversed, with clouds composed of foliage. 

At the southern termination of the take, however, there 
iras an opening in the forest of considerable extent ; and 
one that had been ao thoroughly made as to leave few or no 
trees. From this point we were distant several miles, and 
that distance necessarily rendered objects indistinct ; though 
we had little difficulty in perceiving the ruins of extensive 
fbrtificattons. A thousand while specks, we now ascertained 
to be tents, for the works were all that remained of Port 
William Henry, and there lay encamped the army of Aber- 
erombie ; much the largest force that had then ever collected 
in Atnericn, under the colours of England. History has 
rioce informed us that this army contained the formidable 
number of sixteen thousand then. Hundreds of boats, Iar|^ 
batteaux, that were capable df carrying forty or fifty men, 
were moving about in front of the encampment, and, remote 
as we were, it was not impossible to discover the signs of 
preparation, and of an early movement. The Indian had 
not deceived us thus far, at least, but had shown himselfan 
intelligent judge of what was going on, as well as a faithM 
guide. 

We were to pass the night on the mountain. Our bedi 
were none of the best, as the reader may suppose, and oui 
eorer alight; yet I do sot remember to have opened mj 
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tyeg from tlie monwat they were closed, until I awoke in the 
' moroing. The fttigue of n forced march did that for us 
which down caaoot obtain for the voluptuary, and we all 
slept as profoundly as children. Consciousness returned to 
me, by means of a gentle shake of the shoulder, which pro- 
ceejed from Susqueaua. On arising, I found the ladiaa 
etill near me, his countenance, for the first time since 1 had 
known him, expressing something like an animated pleasure. 
He had awoke none of the others, and he signed for me to 
follow him, without arousing either of my companions. 
Why 1 had been thus particularly selected for the scene that 
succeeded, I cannot say, unless the Onondago's native saga- 
city had taught him to distinguish between the educations 
iind feelings of us three young men. So it was, however, 
and I lel) the rude shelter we had prepared for the night, 

A glorious sight awaited me I The aun had just tipped 
the mountain-lops with gold, while the lake and the valleys, 
the hill-sides even, and the entire world beneath, still reposed 
in shadow. It appeared lo mo like the awakening of created 
things from the sleep of nature. For a moment or more, I 
could only gaze on the wonderful picture presented by the 
strong contrast between the golden hill-lops and their sha- 
dowed sides — the promises of day and the vestiges of night- 
But ihe Onondago was too much engrossed with hia own 
feelings, to sutfer me long to disregard what he conceived 
to be the principal point of interest. Directed by his finger 
f nd eye, for he spoke not, I turned my look towards the 
distant shore of William Henry, and at once perceived the 
cause of his unusual excitement. As sooti as the Indian 
was certain that I saw the ohiects that attracted himself so 
strongly, he exclaimed will, a strong, guttural, emphatto 
cadence — 

" Good !" 

Abercrombie's army was actually in motion 1 Sixteen 
thousand men had embarked in b(^ts, and were moving 
towards the northern end of the lake, with imposing force, 
and a moat beautiful accuracy. The unruflled surface of 
the lake was dotted with the flotilla, boats in hundreds 
stretching across it in long, dark lines, moving on towards 
Iheir point of destination with the method and concert oC an 
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aimy with ita wings displciTBd. The last brigade of boats 

had just left the shore when I ilrat saw this striking specta- 
cle, and the whole pictare lay spread before me at a single 
glance. America had never before witnessed such a eight; 
and it may be long before she will again witness such an- 
other. For several miuutes 1 stood entranced ; nor did I 
apeak until [he raya of the sun had penetrated the dusky 
light that lay on the inferior world, oa low as the bases of 

"What are weto do, Susquesusl" I then asked, feeling 
haw much right the Indian now might Justly claim to govern 
our movements. 

"Eat breakfast, first" — the Onondago quietly replied; 
" then go down mountain." 

"Neither of which will place us in the midst of that gal 
lant army, as it is our wish to be," 

" See, bye'm by. Injin know — no hurry, now. Hurry 
come, when Frenchman shoot." 

I did not like this speech, nor the manner in which it was 
uttered j but there were too many things to think of, just 
then, to be long occupied by vague conjectures touching the 
Onondago's evasive allusions. Guert and Dirck were called, 
and made to share in the pleasure that such a sight could 
not fail to communicate. Then it was I got the first notion 
of what 1 should call the truly martial character of Ten 
Byck. His fine, manly figure appeared to me to enlarge, 
his countenance actually became illuminated, and the ex- 
pression of his eye, usually so full of good-nature and fun, 
seemed to change its character entirely, to one of sternnesa 
and severity. 

" This is a noble sight, Mr. Littlepage," Guert remarked, 
after gazing at the measured but quick movement of the 
flotilla, for some lime, in silence — " a truly noble sight, and 
it is a reproach to us three for having lost so much lime in 
the woods, when we ought to have been there, ready to aid 
in driving the French from the province." 

" We are not too late, my good friend, as the first blow 
yet remains to be struck." 

" You say true, and I shall join that army, if 1 have to 
■wim to reach the boats. It will be no difficult thing for ua 
■ to awim from aae of these islands to another, and the trot^ 
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nnut pass through the midst of them, ia order to get into 
the lower lake. Any reasonabla man would stop to ^ck 
ua up." 

" No need," said the Onondago, in his quiet vny. " Eat 
breakfast; then go. Got canoe — that 'nougb." 

"A canoe! By St. Nicholas! Mr. Susquesus, III tell 
you what it is — you shall never want a friend as long u 
Guert Ten Eyck is living, and able to assist you. That 
idea of the canoe is a most thoughtful one, and shows that 
a reasoning man has had the care of us. We can now 
jcnn the troops, with the rifles in our hand, as becomes gen- 
tlemen and volunteers." 

By this time Jaap was up, and looking at the scene, with 
all his eyes. It ia scarcely necessary to describe the effict 
on a negro. He laughed in fits, shook his head like the 
Chinese figure of a mandarin, rolled over on the rocks, 
arose, shook himself like a dog that quits the water, laughed 
again, and finally shouted. As we were all accustomed to 
these displays of negro sensibility, they only excited a smile 
among us, and not even that from Dirclc. As for the Indian, 
be took no more notice of these natural, hut undignified 
aigns of pleasure, in Jaap, than if the latter had been a dog, 
or any other unintelleciual animal. Perhaps no weakness 
would be BO likely to excite his contempt, as to be a wit- 
ness of so complete an absence of self-command, as the un- 
tutored negro manifested on this occasion. 

As Boon as our first curiosity and interest were a little 
abated, we applied ourselves to the necessary duty of break- 
ing our fasts. The meal was soon despatched ; and, to say 
the truth, it was not of a quality to detain oae long from any- 
thing of interest. The moment we had finished, the whole 
party leA the cap of the moun'ain, following our guide as 
nsilal. 

The Onondago had purposely brought us to that lookout, 
a spot known to him, in order that we might get the view 
of its panorama. It was impossible to descend to the lako' 
shore at that spot, however, and we were obliged to make a 
detour of three or fi}ur miles, in order to reach a ravine, by 
means of which, and not without difficulty either, that im- 
portant otgest was ohtained. Here we foiutd a bark conoBi 
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of B size sufficient to bold all five of us, and we embarked 
without a moment's delay. 

The wind had sprung up from the south, as the day ad- 
vanced, aud the flotilla of boats was coming on, at a greatly 
increased rate, as lo speed. By the time we had threaded 
our way through the islands, and reached the main cbaanel, 
if indeed any one passage could be ao termed, among such a 
variety, the leading boat of the army was within hail. The 
Indian paddled, and, waving his hand in sign of amity, he 
soon brought us alongside oflhe batteau. As we approached 
it, however, I observed the fine, large form of the Viacount 
Howe, standing erect in its bows, dressed in his Light In- 
fantry Forest Uniform, as if eager to be literally the fore- 
most man of a Ruvemeni, in the success of which, the faoDOur 
of the British empire, itself, was felt to be concerned. 



CHAPTER XXni. 

«Myaon>? It may 
Uanu) Diy bant, and Ihs poor boyi will meg; 
And wlut caD I rpptjp, la eomfort [bem, 
BaTe with Mnie hallow hapei, and ill-n 



Mt Lord Howe did not at first recognise us, in our hunt- 
ing-shirts. With Guert Ten Eyck, however, he bad formed 
such an acquaintance, while at Albany, as caused him to 
remember his voice, and our welcome was both frank and 
cordial. We Inquired for the th, declaring our inten- 
tion to join that corps, from the commander of which all 
three of us had reiterated and pressing invitations lo join his 
mess. The intention of seeking our friend immediately, 
nevertheless, was changed by a remark of our present hos^ 
if one may use such a term as applied to the commandei of 
a brigade of boats. 
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■* Balstrode'a r^menl ia in the centre, and inlt lie earlr 
J) the field," he said ; " bul not as earty as the advanced 
guard. Ifyou desire good living, geatlemen, I em far from 
wishing lo dissuade you from seeking the flesh-pots of iba 
— — (h ; ihere being a certain Mr. Billings, in that corps, 
vho has an extraordinary faculty, they tell me, in getting 
up a good dinner out of nothing; but, if you want service, 
we shall certaini; be the first brigade in action ; and, to such 
fare as I can command, you will be most acceptable guests. 
As for anything else, time must show." 

After this, no more was said about looking for Bulatrode ; 
though we let our noble commander understand, that w« 
should tax his hospitality no longer than to see him fairlj 
in the Geld, after driving away the party that it was ex- 
pected the enemy would send to oppose our landing. 

Susquesus DO sooner lesroed our decision, than he took 
his departure, quietly paddling away towards the eastern 
shore ; no one attempting to intercept a canoe that was aeeD 
to quit the balteau that was knowo to carry the commander 
of llie advanced brigade. 

The wind freshened, as the day advanced, and most of 
the boats having something or otiier in the shape of a sail, 
our progress now became quite rapid. By nine o'clock w« 
were fairly in the Lower Lakfe, and there was every pros- 
pect of our reaching our point of destination by mid-day. 1 
coafess, the business we were on, the novelty of my situa- 
tion, and the certainty that we should meet in Montcalm ao 
experienced aa well as a most gallant foe, conspired to ren- 
der me thoughtful, tliough I trust not timid, during the few 
hours we were in the battcau. Perfeclly inactive, it is not 
surprising that so young a soldier should feel sobered by the 
solemn reflections that are apt to get possession of the mind, 
at the probable approach of death — if not to myself, at least 
to many of those who were around me. Nor was there 
anything boastful or inflated in the manner or conversation 
of our distinguished leader, who had seen much warm ser- 
vice in Germany, in the wars of his reputed grandfather and 
nncle, young as he was. On the contrary. My Lord Howe, 
that day, was grave and thoughtful, as became a man who 
held the lives of others in his keeping, though hewas neither 
dqireaaed nor doubting. There were moments, indeed, wben 
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be spoka cheerfully to those who were near him ; tbougbi M 
a whole, his doportmeDt was, as I have just said, grave and 
thougbtiiiL Ooce I caught hia ejre rastened on nie, with « 
saddened expression ; and, I suppose that a question he soon 
after put me, was conoected with the subject of bis tboughta* 

" How would our excellent and respectable friend, Ifi^am 
Schuyler, feel, did she know our precise poeitioa at thii 
moraeot, Mr. Littlepage 7 1 do believe that excellent wo- 
Eoan feels moce coDcera for those in whom she lakes aa 
interest, than they often ieel for tbemselves." 

" I think, my lord, that, in sucb a case, ws abould oa> 
tainly receive the benefit of her prayers." 

" You are an only child, I tbink gbe told me, Litd^ 
pager 

" J am, my lord ; and thankful am I that my mother caa- 
Bot foresee this scene." 

" I, too, have those Uiat love me, though they are accus- 
tomed to think of me as a soldier, and liable to a soldier's 
risks. Happy Js the military man who can possess hia mind, 
in the moment of trial, free from the embarrassing, though 
pleasing, and <Hherwise so grateful ties of aSectton, But, 
we are nearing the shore, and must attend to duty." 

This is the last conversation I held with that brare sol- 
dier i and these were the last words, of a private nature, I 
ever heard him ulter. From that moment, bis whole soul 
seemed occupied with the discbarge of bia duty, tfae success 
of our arms, and the defeat of the enemy. 

I am not soldier enough to describe what follow«d in a 
very military or intelligible manner. As the brigade drew 
near the foot of the lake, where there was a wide extent of 
low land, principally in forest, however, some batteaux wen 
brought to the front, on which were mounled a Dumber of 
pieces of heavy artillery. The French bad a parly of con- 
aiderable foroe to oppose our landing; but, as it appeared 
they had not made a sufficient provision of guDS, on tbeii 
part, to contend with success ; and our grape scouring the 
woods, we met with but little real resistance. Nor did we 
assail them preci^ly at the point where we wore expected, 
but proceeded rather to the right of their position. At tba 
signal, the advanced brigade pushed for tbe shore, led by 
our nUoiit commander, and we were all soon on terrAjSrm, 
29* 
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Without nistaiaiag any loss worth naming. We four, that 
u, Quart, Dirck, myself and Jasp, kept as near aa wat 
proper to the noble brigadier, who instantly ordered an ad- 
Tance, to preta the retreating Ibe. The skinnishing waa 
not sharp, hovever, and wa gained ground fast, the enemy 
ratiring in the direction of Ticonderoga, and we pressing on 
tbeir rear, quite as fast as prudence and our preparations 
would allow. I could aee that a cloud of Indians was in 
our front, and will own, that I felt afraid of an ambush ; for 
the artful wariare practised by those beings of the wood, 
could not but be familiar, by tradition at least, to one bom 
and educated in the colonies. We had landed in a cove, 
not literally at the foot of the lake, but rather on its western 
ude; and room was no sooner obtained, than Gen. Abe^ 
crombie got most of his force on shore, and formed it, as 
speedily as possible, in columns. Of these columns we had 
four, the two in the centre being composed entirely of King's 
troops, six regiments in all, numbering more than as many 
thousand men ; while five thousand provincials were on the 
flanks, leaving quite four thousand of the latter with the 
boats, of which this vast flotilla actually contained the large 
number of one thousand and twenty-five I All our boats, 
however, had not yet reached the point of debarkaUon; 
those with the stares, artillery, &c, iec, \xiag still some 
distance in the rear. 

Our party was now placed with the right centre column, 
at the head of which marched our noble acquaintance. 'Hie 
enemy had posted a single battalion in a lo^ encampment, 
near the ordinary landing ; but finding the character of the 
force with which iio was about to be assailed, its command- 
ant set fire to his huts and retreated. The skirmishing was 
now even of less moment than it bad been on landing, and 
we all moved forward in high spirits, though the want of 
guides, the density of the woods, and the diSicullies of the 
ground, soon produced a certain degree of confusion in our 
march. The columns got entangled with each other, and 
no one seemed to possess the means of promptly extricating 
them from this awkward embarrassment. Want of guides 
wag the great evil under which we laboured ; but it woa an 
evil that it was now loo laie to remedy. 

Our columO) nolwithstanding, or its head rather, c 
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to advance, with ita gallant leader keeping even pace with 
its foremost platoon. We four volunteers acted as lookouts, 
a little MI its flank ; and I trust there will be no boasting 
if I sayi we kept rather in advance of the leading files, than 
otherwise. In this stale of things, French untforms were 
seen in front, and a pretty stroog party of the enemy waa 
encountered, wandering, Eke <Hirselves, a little uucertain of 
the route they ought to take, in order to reach their entrench- 
ments in the shortest time. As a matter of course, ihia 
parly could not pass the head of our columo, without bring* 
ing on a collision, though it were one that was only n)o> 
mentary. Which party gave the first fire, I cannot say, 
though I thought it was the French. The discliarge was 
not heavy, however, end was almost immediately mutual. 
I know that all four of us let off our rifles, and that wfl 
halted, under a cover, to reload. 1 had just driven the ball 
down, when my eye caught the signs of some confusion ia 
the head of the column, and I saw the body of an officer 
bori^e to the rear. It was that of Lord ^owe I He had 
fallen at the first serious discharge made by the enemy in 
that campaign 1 The fall of its leader, so immediately in 
its presence, seemed to rouse the column into a sense of 
the necessity of doing something efibctive, and it assaulted 
the party in its front with the rage of so many tigers, dis- 
persing the enemy like chaffj making a considerable num* 
ber of prisoners, besides killing and wounding not a few. 

I never saw a man more thoroughly aroused than waa 
Guert Ten Eyck, in this little afiair. He had been much 
noticed by Lord Howe, during the residence of that unfor- 
tunate nobleman at Albany ; and the loss of the last appeared 
to awaken all that there was of the ferocious in the nature 
of my usually kind-hearted Albany friend. He acted as our 
immediate commander; and he led us forward on the heels 
of the retreating French, until we actually came in sight of 
their entrenchments. Then, indeed, we all saw it was ne- 
cessary to retreat in our lurnj and Guert consented to fall 
back, though it waa done surlily, and like a lion at bay. A 
party of Indians pressed us hard, in this retreat, and we ran 
an imminent risk of our scalps ; all of whk;h, I nava ever 
believed, would have been lost, were it not for the lesolu- 
tioii and Herculean atrenglh of Jaap. It happened, as w« 
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wen dodging from tree to tree, that all four of our rifles 
were discbarged at the same time ; a circunistance of which 
our aasailanla availed themaslves to make a rush at us. 
Luckily the weight of the onset fell on Jaap, who clubbed 
his rifle, and literally knocked down in auccession Ihe three 
Indians that first reached him. This intrepidity and success 
gave us time to reload ; and Dirck, ever a cool and capital 
ehol, laid the fourth Huron on his face, with a bail through 
his heart. Guert then held his fire, and called on Jaap to 
retreat. He was obeyed i and under cover of our two rifles, 
the wh<^e party got off; the red-skins being too thoroughly 
rebuked to press ua very closely, after the specimen they 
had just received of the stuff of which we were made. 

We owed our escape, however, as much to another cir- 
cumstance, as to this resolution of Jaap, and the expedient 
of Guerl. Among the proviucials was a partisan of great 
repute, of the name of Rogers. This officer led a parly of 
riflemen on our left flank, and he drove in the enemy's skir- 
mishers, along bis own front, with rapidity, causing them to 
sufier a considerable loss. By this meatis, the ladiatis 
before ua were held in check ; as there was the danger that 
Major Rogers's party might fall in upon their rear, should 
they attempt to pursue us, and thus cut them off from their 
allies. It was we)] it was so; inasmuch as we had to fall 
back more than a mile, ere we reached the spot where Aber- 
crombie broDght his columns to a halt, and encamped for 
the night. This position was distant about two miles from 
the works before Ticonderoga ; and consequenlly at no 
great distance from the outlet of Lake George. Here the 
army was brought into good order, and took up its station 
for some little time. 

It was necessary to await the arrival of the stores, ammu- 
nition and artillery. As the bringing up these materials, 
through a country that was little else than a virgin forest, 
was no easy task, it occupied os quite two days. Melan- 
choly days they were, too; the death of Lord Howe acting 
on the whole army much as if it had been a defeat. He 
was the idol of the King's troops, and he had rendered him- 
self as popular with us Americans, as wilh his own coun- 
trymen. A sort of ominous sadness prevailed among as ; 
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each cammon man appearing lo feel his loaa ob be might 
hare felt that ofn brother. 

We looked up the th, and joined Bulstrode, as soon 

BB we Teacbed the ground choien for the Dew encampment. 
Our reception was friendly, and even kind ; and Jl became 
warmer etiU, as soon as it was understood that we composed 
the little party that had akirmithed so freely on the dank 
of the right centre column, and which was known lo have 
gone faither in advance than any one else, in that part of 
the field. Thus we joined our corpa with some eclat, at the 
very outset, everybody welcoming us cordially, and with 
seeming sincerity. 

Nevertheless, the general sadness existed in the th, 

as well as in all the other corps. Lord Howe was as much 
beloved in that regiment, as in any other ; and our meeting 
aBd subsequent intercourse could not bo called joyful, Bul> 
slrode had an extensive and important command, for bis 
rank and years, and he certainly was proud of bis position ; 
but I could see that even his elastic and usually gay temper- 
ament was much afiected by what had occurred. That 
night we walked together, apart from our companions, when 
he Apoke on the subject of our loss. 

" It may appear strange to you, Corny," he said, " to find 
BO much depression in camp, afler a debarkation that has 
certainly been successful, and a little affait that has siven 
UH, as they assure me, a couple of hundred prisoners. 1 tell 
you, however, my friend, it were better for this army to 
have seen its beat corps annihilated, than to have lost the 
man it has. Howe was literally the soul of this entire force. 
He was a soldier by nature, and made all around him sol- 
diers. As for the Commander-in-Chief, he does not under- 
stand you Americans, and will not use you as he ought ; 
then he does not understand the nature of the warfare of this 
continent, and will be very Ukely to make a blunder. I '11 
tell you how it is. Corny ; Howe had aa much influence 
with Abercrombie, as he had with every one else ; and an 
attempt will be made to introduce his mode of fighting; but 
such a man as Lord Howe requires another Lord Howe to 
carry out his own conceptions. That is the point on whicl^ 
I fear, we shall fail." 

All this Bouoded Tery.aenuble to MS, though.it •ounded 
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diacouragingly ; I found, however, that BnlBtrodo did not 
ei. ertain these ieelinga ilooe, but thai most around me were 
of the same way of thinking. In the mean time, the prepa- 
lationa proceeded ; and it was understood that the Bth waa 
to be the day that wag to decide the Tate of Ticonderogs. 
The fort proper, at this celebrated station, stands on a penin. 
■ula, and can anly be assailed on one side. The outworkt 
were very extensive on that side, and the garrison was 
known to be formidable. As these outworks, however, con- 
listed principally of a log breastwork, and it could be ap. 
preached through open woods, which of itself afibrded some 
cover, it waa determined to carry it by storm, and, if possi- 
ble, enter the main work with the retreating enemy. Had 
we waited for our artillery, and establish*^ batteries, our 
success woald have been certain ; but the engineer reported 
favourably of the other project ; and perhaps it better suited 
the temper and impatience of the whole army, to push cm, 
rather tiian proceed by the slow movements of a regular 
siege. 

On the morning of the 8lb, therefore, the troops were 
paraded for the asaautt, our party falling in on the flank of 

the th, as volunteers. The ground did not admit of the 

use of many horses, and Bulslrode marched with us on foot. 
I can relate but little of the general movements of that me- 
morable day, the woods concealing so much of what waa 
done, on both sides. I know this, however ; that tbe flower 
of our army were brought into the line, and were foremoat 
in the assault ; including both regulars and proTincinls. 
The 42d, a Highland corps, that had awakened much inte- 
rest in America, both by the appearance and character of 
its men, was placed at a point where it was thought the 
heaviest service was to be performed. The 6Sth, another 
corps on which much reliance was placed, was also put at 
the head of another column. A swamp extending for sonM 
distance along the only exposed front of the peninsula, tbeao 
two corps were designated to carry the log breastwork, that 
commenced at the point where the swamp ceases ; much the 
most arduous portion of the expected service, since this was 
the only accessible approach to the fortress itself. To 
render their position more secure, tbe French bad placed 
■neral poecea of artilleiy in battery, along tbe lina of tiiia 
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bfeaatwork ; while we had not yet a gun in front to com 
our advance. 

It waa said, ihat Abercrambie did not take counsel of any 
of the American officers with him, before he decided on tha 
attack of the 8th of July. He had directed his principal 
engineer to reconnoitre ; and that gentleman having reported 
that the defencea offered no serious scientific obstacles, the 
assault waa decided on. This report was accurate, doubt- 
less, agreeably to the principles and facts of European war- 
fere j but it was not suited to those of the conflicts of this 
continent. It was (o be regretted, however, that Ihe exp»> 
rienceoflTSS, and the fate of Braddock, had not inculcated 
B more extensive lesson of discretion among the royal com- 
manders, than was manifested by the incidents of this day. 

The th was placed in column directly in the rear of 

the Highlanders, who were led, on this occasion, by Col, 
Gordon Gratmin ; a veteran officer of great experience, and 
of an Dodaunted courage.* Of course, I saw this officer 
and this regiment, being as tbey were directly in my front, 
but I saw little else ; more especially after the smoke of lbs 
first discharge was added to the otfier ot>stacles to vision. 

A considerable time waa consumed in making the prepa 
rations ; but, when everything waa supposed to be ready, 
the columns were set in motion. It was generaliy under- 
Btood that the troops were to receive the enemy's fire, then 
rush forward to the breastwork, cross the latter at the bayo- 
net's point, if it should be necessary, and deliver their own 
fire at close quarters ; or on their retreating foes. Permia- 
Bion was given to ua volunteers, and to divers light parties 
of irregulars, to open on any of the French of whom we 
might get glimpses, as little was expected from us in tbo 

Nearly an hour was consumed in approaching the point 
of attack, owing to the difficulties of the ground, and the 
necessity of making frequent halls, in order to dress. At 

" Holmea'd Annali say, that Lofd John Morray commanded tha 
43d, on (hiB occasion. I presnnie, aa Mr. Little page wai there, and 
wai poaled so near the corps in question, he cannot well be mistaheD. 
Mrfc Grant, of Laggnn, who was at Albany at the time, and whoM 
fither waa In the battle, agreei with Mr. Littlepage, in aayuig thU 
GonkmGr^wm led the 43d. — Enrroa. 
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length ibe important moment arrived when the head of lbs 
column was ready to unmask itself, and conseqiieDtly to 
come under fire. A short halt sufficed for the arrangemeiils 
here, when the bagpipes commenced their exciting music, 
and we broke out of cover, shouting and cheering each 
other on. We must have been within two hundred yards 
of the breastwork at the time, and the first gun dischargea 
was Jaap's, who, by working his way into the cover of the 
swamp, had got some distance ahead of us, and who actu- 
ally shot dawn a French officer who had got upon the logs 
of his defences, in order to reconnoitre. That assault, how- 
ever, was fearfully avenged I The Highlanders were mov- 
ing on hke a whirlwind, grave, silent and steady, cheered 
only by ibeJr music, when a sheet of flanK glanced along 
the enemy's line, and the iron and leaden messengers of 
death came wbislliog in among us like a hurricane. The 
Scotsmen were staggered by that shock ; but they recovered 

instantly and pressed forward. The th did not escape 

harmless, by any nneans ; while the din told us that the con- 
flict extended aiong the whole of the breastwork, towards 
the lake-shore. How roaoy were shot down in our column, 
by that first discharge, 1 never knew ; but the slaughter was 
dreadful, and among those who fell was the veteran Graham, 
himself. I can safely say, however, that the plan of attack 
was completely deranged from (his first onset ; the columns 
displaying and commencing their fire as soon as possible. 
No men could have behaved belter than ail that I could 
see ; the whole of us pushing on for the breastwork, until 
we encountered fallen trees ; which were made lo serve ijie 
purpose of chevaux-de-fr!se. These trees had been felled 
along the front of the breastwork, while their branches were 
cut, and pointed like stakes. It was impossible lo pass in 
any order, and the troops halted when they reached Ihem, 
and continued to fire by platoons, with as much regularity 
as on ptrade. A few minutes of this work, however, com- 
pelled difiereat corps to fall back, and Ibe vain conflict was 
coniiaued for four hours, on our part almost entirely by a 
smart but inefleclive fire of muskelry ; while the French sent 
their grape into our ranks almost with as much impunity as 
if they had been on parade. It had been far better for our 
men liad (hey been lens disdplined, and less under the con- 
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trol of their officers ; lor the sole efiect of steadiuess, undu 
■ach circumstBRcea, ia to leave the gallant and devoted 
troops, who refuse to fall back, while they are unable ttt 
advance, only so mucb the longer in jeopardy. 

'Guert had shouted with the rest; and I soon found that, 
by following him for a leader, we should quickly be in the 
midst of the fray. He actually led us up to the falLea trees; 
and, finding something like a cover there, we three estab- 
lished ouraelvea among them aa riflemeo, doing fully our 
■bare of service. When the troops fell back, however, we 
were lefl in a manner alone, and it was rather dangerous 
work to retire ; and finding ourselves out of the line of fire 
from our own men, no immaterial point in such a fray, we 
maintained our post to the last. Admonished, afler a long 
lime, of the necessity of retreating, by the manner in which 
the lire of our own line lessened, we got off with sound 
skins, though Guert retired ihe whole distance with his 
lace to the enemy, firing as he withdrew. We all did the 
lost, indeed, using the trees for covers. Towards the close 
we attracted especial attention ; and there were iwo or three 
minutes during which the flight of bullets around us might 
truly, without much exaggeration, be likened to a storm of 
hail! 

Jaap was not with us in this sally, and I went into the 
swamp to look for him. The search was not long, for I 
found my fellow retreating also, and bringing in with him » 
stout Canadion Indian as a prisoner. He was making his 
captive carry three discharged rifles, and blankets ; one of 
■which had been his own property once, and the others that 
of two of his tribe, whom the negro had lefl lying in the 
swamp as bloody trophies of his exploits. I cannot explain 
the philosophy of the thing, but that negro ever appeared to 
me to fight as if he enjoyed the occnpation as «n amus^ 
ment. 

These facts were scarcely ascertained, when we learned 
the important intelligence that a general retreat was ordered. 
Our proud and powerful army was beaten, and that, too, by 
a force two-thirds less than its own I It is not easy to de. 
scribe the miserable scene that followed. The transporting 
of the wonnded to the rear had been going on the whole tim*, 
and, as usually happois, when it b permitted, it badoon- 
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tribuied Itu^y lo thin the ranks. These uDfortunate mea 
were put into the batteaux in hundreds, while most of tb« 
dead went led where they lay. So completely were our 
hopes frustrated, and our spirits lowered, that most of ths 
boats pulled off thai night, and all the renrainder quilted tbt 
fool of the lake early next day. 

Thus terminated the dire expedition of IT6B against Ti 
conderoga, and with it our expectations of seeing Montreal, 
or Quebec, that season. I dare say, wa had fully ten thou- 
Mnd bayonets in the field that bloody day, and quite fivo 
thousand men closely engaged. The mistake was in attempU 
ing to carry a post that was so nearly impregnable, by as- 
sault; and this, too, without the coTer of artillery. Th* 
enemy was said to have four or five thousand men present , 
and ibis may be true, as applied to all within the defences ; 
though I question if more than half that number pulled 
triggers on us, in the miserable affair. There is always 
much of exaggeration in both the boasting and the apologies 
of war. 

Our own loss, on this sad occasion, was reported at 648 
slain, and 1356 wounded. This was probably within the 
truth ; though the missing were said lo be surprisingly few, 
some thirty or forty, in all ; the men having no place to 
repair to but the boats. Of the Highland^, it was said 
that nearly half the common men, and twenty.five, or nearly 
all the officers, were either killed or wounded! One ao 
count, indeed, said that eoery officer of that corps, who was 
on the ground, su^red. The 66th, also, was dreadfully 
cut up. Ten of its officers were slain outright, and manjr 

were wounded. As for the th, it fared a little better, 

not heading a column ; but its loss was fearful. Bulstrode 
was seriously wounded, early in the attack, though bis hurt 
was never supposed to be dangerous. Billings was left dead 
on the field, and Harris got a scratch that served him to 
talk of in after life. 

The confusion was tremendous after such a conflict and 
such a defeat. The troops re.embarked without much r^ 
gard lo corps or regularity of movement; and the boats 
moved away as fast as they received their melancholy car- 
Boes. An immense amount of property was lost ; though 
I believ* all the customary military trophies were prsserred. 
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Ab the provincials had been tbe least engaged, and had auf* 
fered much the least, in proportion to numbers, a large body 
of them was kept aa a rear-guard, while the regular corps 
ramoved their wounded and mtUtriel. 

Aa for us three or four, including Jaap, who stuck by hia 
prisoner, we scarcely knew what to do with ourselves. 
Everybody who fell any interest in us, was either killed or 
wounded. Bulstrode we could DOt see j nor could we even 
find the regiment. Should we succeed in the attempt st thfl 
last, very few now remained in it who would have taken 
much, or indeed aay concern in us. Under the ctrcum- 
Maaces, therefore, we held a consultation on the lake-shore, 
uncertain wEielher to ask admission into one of the depart- 
ing boats, or to remain until morning, that our retreat might 
have a more manly aspect. 

" I 'il tell you what it ia. Corny," said Guert Ten Eyck, 
in a somewhat positive manner, " the less toe say about this 
campaign, and of our share in it, the petier. We are not 
soldiers, in tbe regular way, and if we keep quiet, nobody 
will know what a t'rasbing we t'ree, in particular, haf 
leceivet. My advice is, t'at we get out of this army as ws 
got into it — t'at ia, py a one-aided movement, and for ever 
niter holt our tongues about our having had anyt'ing to do 
with it. I never knew a worsted man any the more re- 
spected for his mishap ; and I will own, that I set down 
ft^ging aa a very material part of a fight," 

*' I am quite sure, Guert, I am aa little disposed to brag 
of my share in this affair, as you or any one can poaslbly 
be ; but it is much easier to talk about getting away from 
this confused crowd than really to do the thing, . 1 doubt if 
any of these boats will take ua in ; for an Englishman, 
flogged, is not apt to be very good-natured ; and all our 
friends seem to be killed or wounded." 

" You want go 1" asked a low Indian voice at my elbotr. 
" Got 'nough, eh V 

Turning, I saw Suaquesus standing within two feet of me. 
Our consultation was necessarily in the midst of a moving 
throng ; and the Onondago must have approached us, unno- 
ticed, at the commencement of our confetenc«. There bs 
was, however, though whence he came or how he got thor^ 
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oould not imaginQ, at ihs time, and have never been able 
to learn since. 

"Can you help us to get away, Susquesusl" was niy 
answer. " Da you know of any means of crossing tlw 
bkel" 

■' Got canoe. That good. Canoe go, though YesgaoM 
mn." 

" That in which we came off to the army, do you mean 1" 

The Indian nodded his bead, and made a sign for us to 
follow. Little persuasion was necessary, and we proceeded 
at his heels, in a body, in the direction he led. I will con- 
fess, that when I saw our guide proceeding eastward, along 
the lake-shore, I had some misgivings on the subject of liisi 
good faith. That was the direction which took us towards, 
invtead oTfrom the enemy ; and there was something so 
mysterious in the conduct of this man, that it gave me ua- 
easineas. Here he was, in the midst of the Engli^ army 
in the height of its confusion, though h« had declined jmning 
it previously to the battle. Nothing was easier than to enter 
the throng, in its present confused state, and move about 
undetected for hours, if one had the nerve necessary far tho 
service; and, in that property, I felt certain the Onoodago 
was hot deficient. There was a coolness in the manner of 
the man, a quiet obeerratioo, both blended with tha seeming 
apathy of a red-skin, that gavoevery Bssuranee-of hia fitiKJW 
for the duty. 

Nevertheless, there was no remedy but to follow, or to 
break with our guide on the spot. We did not like to do 
the last, although we conferred together on the subject, but 
followed, keeping our bands on the locks of our rifles, in 
readiness for a brush, should we be led Into danger. Sits- 
quesus had no such treacherous intentions, however, while 
he had disposed of his canoe in a place that denoted his 
judgment. We had to walk quite a mile ere we reached 
the little bush-fringed creek in which he had concealod it. 
I have always thought we ran a grave risk, in advancing so 
far in that direction, since the enemy's Indiana would cer- 
tainly be hanging around the skirts of our army, in queat 
of scalps; but I aAerwards teamed the secret of the Onon- 
dago'a confidence, who first spoke on the sulyect after wa 
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"No danger," hesaid; "red-mai 
on the war-path. Too much kill, ) 

Ab both governments pursued the culpable policy of pay- 
ing for humaa scalps, this suggestion probably conlttioed 
the whole truth. 

Previously to quilling the creek, however, there was a 
diflicully to dispose of. Jaap had brought his Huron pri- 
soner with him ; and the Onondago declared that the canoe 
could not carry six. This we knew from experience, in- 
deed, though five went in it very comfortably. 

" No room," said Susquesus, " for red-man. Five good 
— ^U bad," 

"What shall we do with the fellow, Corny t" asked 
Guert, with a little interest, " Jaap says be is a proper 
devil, by daylight, and that he had a world of trouble in 
taking him, and in bringing him in. For five minutes, it 
was heads or tails which was to give in ; and the nigger 
only got the best of it, by bis own aceount of the battle, be- 
cause the red-akin had the unaccountable folly to try to 
beat in Jaap's brains. He might Da well have buttered the 
Rock of Gibraltar, you know, as to attempt to break a nig- 
ger's skull, and so your fellow got the best of it. What 
■ball we do with the rascal V 

"Take scalp," said the Onondago, senlwitiotBly; "got 
good acalp — warJock ready -— paint, war-paint — capital 

"Ay, that may do belter for you, Master Succetush" — 
so Guert always called our guide, " than it will do for us 
Christians. 1 'm afraid we shall have to let the ravenous 
devil go, after disarming him." 

" Disarmed he is already ; but he cannot be long without 
n musket, on this battle.ground. 1 am of your opinion, 
Guert; so, Jaap, release your prisoner at once, that we may 
return to Ravensneat, as fast aa possible." 

" Dat berry hard, Masser Corny, sah !" exclaimed Jaap, 
who did not half like the orders he received. 

"No words about it, sir, but cut his fastenings" — Jaap 
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bad tied the InAan'a arms behind him, with a rope, as &□ 
eu; mode of lesding him along. " Do you know the m&n's 
umeT 

"Ye8, sah — he say he name be Muss" — probably Jaap's 
defective manner of repealing some Indian sound; "and a 

S roper muss he get in, Masser Corny, when he try to cotch 
up by he wool I" 
Here I was obliged to clap my hand suddenly on (hs 
black's mouth, for the fellow was bo delighted with the re 
collection of the manner in which he had got the better of 
his red adversary, that he broke out into one of the uncon- 
trollable fits of noisy laughter, that are so common to his 
race. I repeated the order, somewhat atornly, for Jaap to 
cut the cords, and then to follow us to the canoe, in which 
the Onondago and my two fiiends had already taken their 

f laces. My own foot was raised to enter the canoe, whea 
heard heavy stripes inflicted on the back of some one. 
Rushing back to the spot where I had led Jaap and his cap- 
tive, Muss, I found the former inflicting a severe punish- 
ment, on the naked back of the other, with the end of the 
cord that still bound his arms. Muss, as Jaap called him, 
neither flinched nor cried. The pine stands not more erect 
or unyielding, in a summer's noontide, llian he bors up 
under the pain. Indignantly I thrust the negro away, cut 
the fellow's bonds with my own hands, and drove my slave 
before me to the canoe. 
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CHAPTER XSIY. 

1 pale Mt tbe mn — the ihulei of eicning fell, 
Tbe mournful night-wind rang Iheii funeral knell t 
And tbe woe daj beheld theii wsirion dead, 
Their lOTeieiga capliTe end their gtor; fled !" 

Mbi. Hnun'i. 

I SHALL never forget the journey of that fearful iiight> 
Snsquesus paddled the canoe, unaided by us, who were too 
much fatigued with the toil of the day, to labour much, as 
soon as we found ourselves in a place or safety. Even Jaap 
lay down and slept for several hours, the sleep of the weary. 
I do not think any of us, however, actually slept lor the 
first hour or two, the scenes through which we had just 
passed, and that, indeed, through which we were then pass- 
ing, acting as preventives to such an indulgence. 

It must have been about nine in the evening, when our 
canoe quitted the ill-fated shore at the south end of Lake 
George, moving steadily and silently along the eastern mar- 
gin of the sheet. By that time, fully five hundred boats bad 
departed for tbe head of the lake, the retreat having com- 
menced long before sunset. No order was observed in this 
melancholy procession, each balteau moving offas her load 
was completed. All the wounded were on the placid bosota 
of the ' Holy Lake,' as some writers have termed this sheet 
of limpid water, by the time we ourselves got in motion; 
and the sounds of parting boats told us that the unhurt wei9 
following as fast as circumstances would allow. 

What a night it was I There was no moon, and a veil 
of dark vapour was drawn across the vault of the heavens, 
concealing most of the mild summer stars, that ought to 
have been seen twinkling in their Creator's praise. Down, 
between the boundaries of hills, there was not a breath of 
air, though we occasionally heard the sighings of light cur- 
rents among the tree-lops, above us. The eastern shore 
having fewer sinuosities than the western, most of the boata 
followed its dark, frowning mass, as the nearest route, and 
we soon found ourselves near the line of the retiring ba tt ea ux . 
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I call it the line, Tor though there was do order obsBired, 
each parly making the best of its way to the common point 
of dcBtination, there were so many boata in motion at the 
same lime, thai, far as the ejre could penetrate by that 

§'oomy light, an unbroken succession of them was visible. 
ur motion was fester than that of these heavily-laden and 
feehly-rowed balteaujc, the soldiers being too much fatigued 
to toil at the oars, after the day they bad just gone through. 
We consequently passed nearly everything, and soon got on 
a parallel course with that of the boats, moving along at a 
few rods in-shore of them. Dirch remarked, however, that 
two or three small craft even passed us. They went so 
near the mountain, quite within its shadows, in fact, as to 
render it difficult to say what they were; though it was 
supposed they might be whale-boats, of which there were 
more than a hundred in the flotilla, carrying officers of 

Xo one spoke. It appeared to me that not a humaa 
voice was raised among those humiliated and defeated lhou> 
sands. The plash of oars, so long as we were at a diatonca 
from the line, alone broke the silence of night ; but that was 
incessant. As our canoe drew ahead, however, an hour or 
two after we had lefl the shore, and we overtook the boats 
that had first started, the moaning and groans of the wounded 
became blended with (he monotonous sounds of the oars. In 
two respects, these unfortunate men had reason to felicitate 
themselves, notwithstanding their sufierings. No army 
could have transported its wounded with less pain to tba 
hurt ; and the feverish thirst that loss of blood always in- 
duces, might be assuaged by the limpid element on wluch 
we all floated. 

After paddling for hours, Susquesus was relieved by Jaap ; 
Dirck, Guert and myself occasionally lending our Bid. 
Each had a paddle^and each used it as he sawflt, while the 
Onondago slept. Occasionally I caught a nap, myself, as 
did my companions ; and we all felt refreshed by the rest 
and sleep. At length we reached the narrow pass, that 
separated the Upper from ihe Lower Lake, and we entered 
the former. This ia near the place where the islands are 
■o numeroua, and we were unavoidably made to pasa quits 
close to some of the balteaux. I say to some, for the line 



became broken at this point, each boat going through the 
opening! it found the moat conreoient. 

'* Come nearer wiib that bark canoe," called out an offi- 
cer, from a batteau ; " I wish to learn who 19 in it." 

" We are volunleera, that joined the th, the day the 

army moved up, and were guests of Major Bulslrode. Pray 
■ir, can you tell us where that ofGcer can be found 1" 

" Poor Bulstrode 1 He got a very awkward hit, early in 
the day, and was taken post me to the rear. He will be 
able neither to walk nor to ride, for some months, if they 
save his leg. I heard the Commander-in-Chief order him 
to be sent across the lake, in the first boat with wounded ; 
and some one toid me, Bulstrode, himself, expressed an in* 
tention to be carried some distance, to a friend's house, to 
escape from the abominations of an army hospital. The 
(eliaw has horaea enough to transport him, on a horae-litler, 
to Cape Horn, if he wishes it. I '11 warrant you, Bulslrode 
vorka his way into good quarters, if they are to be had in 
America. I suppose this arm of mine will have to coma off, 
as soon aa we reach Fort William Henry ; and, that job 
done, I confeas 1 should like amazingly to keep him com- 
pany. Proceed, gentlemen ; I hope I have not detained 
you ; but, observing a bark canoe, I thought it my duty to 
ascertain we were not followed by spies." 

This, then, was another victim of war I He spoke of the 
loss of his arm, notwithstanding, with as much coolness aa 
if it were the loss of a tooth ; yet, I question not, that in 
secret, he mourned over the calamity in bitterness of heart. 
Hen never wear the mask more completely than when 
excited and stimulated by the rivalry of arms. Bulstrode, 
too, at Ravensnest I He could be carried nowhere else, so 
easily ; and, should his wound be of a nature that did not 
requira constant medical treatment, where could he be so 
happily bestowed as under the roof of Herman Mordaunt? 
Shall I confess that the idea gave me great pain, and that 
I was foot enough to wish I, too, could return to Anneke, 
and appeal to her sympathies, by dragging with me a 
wounded limb! 

Our canoe now passed quite near another batteen, the 
officer m command of which was atanding erect, seemingly 
watching our moramenta, Ka appaand to be unhnrt, b^ 
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tm pioliably intniated witfa some apedal duty. Aa W9 
paddled by, the rollowing curious conversation occurred. 

" You move rapidly to ibe rear, my friends," observed 
the stranger; "prey moderate your zeal; olbera aie io ' 
advance of you with the evil tidings T' 

" You must think ill of our patriotism and loyally, sir, to 
imagine we are hastening on with the intelligence of a check 
to the British arms," I answered aa drily, and almost aa 
equivocally, in manuer, as the other had spoken. 

" The check I — I beg a thousand pardons — I see you ore ' 
patriots, and of the purest water I Check is just the word; 
though check-mote would be more descriptive and siKUiG- 
cant] A charming time we've had of it, gentlemen] What 
■ay youT — it is your move, now," 

" There has been much firmness and gallantry manifested 
by the troops," I ansvrered, " as we, who have been merely 
volunteers, will always be ready to testify." 

"I beg your pardons, again and again," returned the 
officer, raising hia hat and bowing profoundly — " I did not 
know I had the honour to address Tolunteers. You are 
entitled to superlative respect, gentlemen, having come vo- 
luntarily into such a field. For my part, I find the honour 
<^ressive, having no such supererogatory virtue to boost 
of. Volunteers I On my word, gentlemen, you will have 
many wonders to relate, when you get back into the family 

" We shall have to speak of the gallantry of the High- 
.landera, for we saw all (hey did and all they suflered." 

"Ah! Were you, then, near that brave corpsl" ex- 
daioted the other, with something like honest, natural feel- 
ing, for the first time exhibited in his voice and meaning; 
*' f honour men who were only spectators of so much cou- 
rage, especially if they took a tolerably near view of it. 
Hay I venture to ask your names, gentlemen." 

I answered, giving him our names, and mentioning the 
fact that we had been the guest of Bulstrode, and how much 
we were disappointed in having missed not only our friend, 
but his corps. 

*' Gentlemen, I honour courage, let it come whenca it 
may," said the stranger, with strong feeling, and no actiof^ 
" and most admiie it when I ms it 'r'h'H'"^ by nattvea of 
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these co^ooiea, in a quarrel of their own. I have Iieard of 
yoa aa being with poor Howe, when he fell, and hope to 
know more of jrou> As for Mr. Bulstrode, he has passed 
> southward, now some hours, and intends to make his cure 
among some connections that he has in this province. Do 
not let this be the last of our intercourse, I beg of you ; but 

look up Capt. Charles Lee, of the ih, who will be glad 

to take each and all of you hy the hand, when we once more 
get into camp." 

We expressed our thanks, but Susquesus causing the 
canoe to make a sudden incliDation towards the shore, the 
conversatioQ was suddenly interrupted. 

By this time the Indian was awake, and exercising his 
authority in the canoe, again. Gliding among the islands, 
be shortly landed us at the precise point where we had em- 
barked ooly five days before. Securing his little bark, the 
Onondago led the way up the ravine, and brought us out on 
the naked cap of the mountain, where we had before slept, 
oAer an hour of extreme eSbrt. 

If the night had been so memorable, the picture presented 
tt Ibe dawn of day, was not less go I We reached that lolly 
look-out about the same time in the morning as the Indian 
had awakened me on the previous occasion, and bad the same 
natural outlines to the view. In one sense, also, the artifi- 
cial accessaries were the same, though exhibited under a 
very difierent aspect. I presume the truth will not be mucbf 
if any exceeded, when I say that a thousand boats were in 
aighC on this, as on the former occasion I A few, a dozen 
or ao, at most, appeared to have reached the head of the 
lake; but all the restoflhat vast flotilla was scattered along 
tba placid surface of the lovely sheet, forming a long, strag- 
ding line of dark spots, that extended to the beach under 
Fort William Henry, in one direction, and far as eye could 
lench in the other. How diOerent did that melancholy, 
broken procession of boats appear, from the gallant array, 
the martial bands, the cheerful troops, and the multitude of 
ardent young men who had pressed forward, in brigades, 
less than a week before, filled with hope, and exulting in 
their strength 1 As I gazed on the picture, x could not but 
&ncy to myself the vast amount of physical pain, the keen 
nental aa^^og, and the deep morUfication tlmt might ban 
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been fbuad, unid tfasi hortie of returniog sdventurera. W« 
bkd just come up from the level of this Bcene of human 
Bgony, and our itnagiuatioaB could portray details thatwera 
beyond the reach of the seoseB, at the elevation on whieh we - 
stood. 

A week before, and the name of Abercrombie filled every 
mouth ID America i expectation had almost placed his re- 
nown on that giddy height, where performance itself ia so 
oflen insecure. In the brief interval, he was deatpoyed. 
Those who bad been ready to bless bim, would now heap 
curses on bis devoted head, and none would be so bold as 
to urge aught in his favour. Men in masses, when goaded 
by disappoiatmeni, are never just. It is, indeed, a hard 
l^son for the individual to acquire; but, released from his 
close, personal' responsibility, the single man follows the 
crowd, and soothes his own raorliAcation and wounded pride 
by joining in the cry that is to immolate a victim. Yet 
Abercrombie was not the foolhardy and besotted bully that 
Braddock had proved hiinaelf to be. His misfortune was to 
be ignorant of the warfare of the region in which he was 
required lo serve, and possibly to over-estimate the imagi- 
nary invincible character of the veterans he led. In a very 
short time he was recalled, and America beard no more of 
him. As some relief lo thedisgroce that had anew alighted 
on the British arms, Bradslreet, a soldier who knew the 
country, and who placed much reliance on the young man 
of her name and family whom I had met at Madam Schuy- 
ler's, marched against Frontenac, in Canada, at the head of 
a strong body of provincials j an enterprise that, as it was 
conducted with skill, resulted in a triumph. 

But with all this my narrative has no proper connection. 
No sooner did we reach tKd bald mountain-top, than the 
Onondago directed Jaap lo light a fire, while he produced, 
from a deposit left on the advance, certain oftbe materials 
that were necessary lo a meal. As neither of us had tasted 
food since the morning of the previous day, this repast was 
welcome, and we all partook of it like so many famished 
men. The negro got his share, of course, and then w« 
called a council as lo future proceedings. 

" The question is, whether we ought to make s straight 
path lo Rftvensneal," observed 6uert, " at proceed fl»t to 
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the snrveyor's, and see how things are going on iu Qidt A- 
rection," 

"Aa there can be no great danger of a pursuit on the pan 
of the French, since all their boats are in the other lake," 1 
remarked, " the state of the country is very much what it 
was before the army moved." 

"Ask that question of the Indian," put in Dirck, a little 
significantly. 

We looked at Susquesus inquiringly, for a look alway* 
sufficed to let him comprehend us, when a tolerably plair 
allusion had been previously made, 

" Black-man do foolish t'ing," observed the Onondago. 

" What I do, you red-skin devil V demanded Jaap, wbc 
felt a sort of natural antipathy to all Indians, good or bad, 
sxceijent or inditlerent ; a feeling that the Indiana repaid to 
nis race by contempt indifferently concealed. " What I do, 
red-devil, hal — dat you darea tell Masser Corny dat/" 

Susquesus manifested no resentment at this strong and 
somewhat rude appeal ; but sat as motionless as if he had 
not heard it. This vexed Jaap so much the more ; and, my 
fellow being exceedingly pugnacious on all occasions that 
touched his pride, there might have been immediate war 
between the two, had I not raised a finger, at once eSectti- 
ally stilling the outbreak of Jacob Satanatoe's wrath. 

" You should not bring such a charge against my slave, 
Onondago," I said, " unless able to prove it." 

" He b^t red warrior like dog." 

" What of dat I" growled Jaap, who waa only half.quieled 
by my sign, " Who ebber hear it hurt red-skin to rope-end 
him?" 

" Warrior back like squaw's. Blow hurt him. He never 

" Well, let him remember den," grinned the negro, show- 
ing his ivory teeth from ear to ear. " Muss was my pri- 
soner ; and what good he do me, if be let go widout punish- 
ment. I wish you tell Maaser Corny dal, instead of tellin' 
him nonsense. When he flog me, who rbber hear roe 
grumble t" 

" you have not had half enough of it, Jaap, or your 
manners would bo better," I t.iougbt it necessary to put in, 
fbr the fellow had never before manifested bo quarrelsome a 
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diflpogitioD in my preBeoce; most probably because I had 
never before seen him at variaace with an Indiao. " Let 
me hear no more of thia, or I shall be obliged to pay off the 
arrears on the spot." 

"A little hiding doea a nigger good, sometimes," observed 
Guert, significantly. 

I observed that Dirck, who loved my very slave princi* 
pally because he was mine, looked at the offender reprov- 
mgly ; and by these combined demonstrations, we succeeded 
in curlHDg the fellow's tongue. 

'* Well, Susquesus," I added, " we all listen, to bear what 
joumean. 

" Husquemsque chief — Huron chief — got very lender 
back ; never forget rope." 

" You mean us to understand that my black's prisoner 
will be apt to make some attempt to revenge himself for the 
flogging he got from his captor?" 

" Just so, Indian good memory — no foi^t friend — no 
forget enemy." 

" But your Huron will be puzzled to find ua, Oaondago. 
He will suppose us with the army ; and, should he even 
venture to look for us there, you see he will bo disap; 
pointed," 

"Never know. Wood full of paths — Injin full of cun- 
mng. Why talk of RavensnestT" 

'* Was the name of Ravensnest mentioned in the presence 
of that Huron 1" I asked, more uneasy than such a trifle 
would probably have justified me in confessing, 

"Ay, something was said about it , but not in a way the 
fellow could understand," answered Guert, carelessly. "L^ 
him come on, if he has not had enough of us yet." 

Thia was not my manner of viewing the matter, however; 
for the mentioning of Ravensnest hrought Anneke to my 
mind, surrounded by the horrors of an Indian's revenge. 

" 1 will send you back to the Huron, Susquesus," I added, 
*' if you can name to me the price that will purchase his for- 
giveness." 

The Onondago looked at me meaningly a moment ; then, 
bending forward, he passed the fore-frnger of his hand 
sround the head of Jaap, along the line that is commonly 
made by the knife of the warrior, as he cuts away the trophy 
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oTBUceesB from bis victim. Jaap comprehended the taata- 
ing of this very significBat gesture, aa wril as aoy of us, 
and tbe manner in which he clutched Ihe wool, as if to ke^ 
ths scalp in its place, set ua all laughing. The negro did 
Dot partake of our mirth ; but I saw that be i«g&^ed the 
Indian, much as the bull^log shows his teeth, before he 
makes his spring. Another motion of my finger, however, 
quelled the rising. It was necessary to put an end to this, 
and Jaap was ordered to prepare our packs, in readiness for 
dte expected march. Rdieved from his presence, Sus^ue- 
SOS was asked to be more explicit. 

" You know Injin," the Onondago answered. " Now ha 
t%ik red-coats driv* away and skeared, be go look fbr scalp. 
Love all sort scalp— old scalp, young scalp — man scalp, 
woman scalp — boy scalp, ^al scalp — all get pay, til get 
honour. No diflereacc to him." 

"Ay I" exclaimed Guert, with a strong aspiration, such 
as escapes a man who feels strongly ; " be is a devil incar- 
nate, when he once gets fairly on the scent of blood 1 So 
you expect these French Injins will make an excursion in 
among the setllers, out here lo the south-east of us ?" 

" Go to nearest— don't care where he be. Nearest your 
friend ; won't like that, s'poset" 

" You are right enough, Onondago, in saying that. I 
shall not like it, nor will my companions, here, like it; and 
the first thing you will have to do, will be to guide us, 
straight as the bird flies, to the Ravensnest; tbe picketed 
house, you know, where we have left our sweethearts." 

Susqnesns understood all that was said, without any diffi* 
culty ; in proof of which, he smiled at this allusion lo the 
preuoQs character of the inmates of the house Guert told 
him to seek. 

"Squaw pretty 'nou^," he answered, complacently. 
"No wonder youn^ man like him. But, cant go there, 
now. First find fnenda measure land. All Injin land, 
once I" 

This last remark was made in a way I did not like ; for 
the idea seemed to cross the Onondago'a brain so suddenly, 
as to draw from him this brief assertion in pure bittemesa 
of spirit. 

" I ibonld be very wanj if it bad not been, Baatpieam^ 



864 flATAHSTOa. 

I obMired, mymif, "since the title ia all the better for its 
having hem so, as our Indian deed will show. You know, 
of course, that my father, and his friend, Col, Pollock, 
boug'ht this land of the Mohawks, and paid them their own 
price for iL" 

" Red-man nebber measuie land so. He p'int with finger, 
break bush down, and say, ' there, take from that water to 
that water.' " 

"All very true, my friend ,- but, as that sort of measure- 
ment will not answer to keep farms separate, we are obliged 
to survey the whole off into lots of smaller size. The Mo- 
hawks first gave my father and his friend, as much land as 
they could walk round in two suns, allowing them the night 
to rest in." 

"l^at good deed!" exclaimed the Indian, with strong 
emphasis. " Leg can't cheat — pen great rogue." 

" Well, we have the benefit of both grants ; for the pro- 
prietors actually walked round the estate, a party o£ Indiana 
accompanying them, to see that all was fair. After that, 
the chiefs signed a deed in writing, that there might be no 
mistake, and then we got the King's grant." 

"Who give King land, at eXlt — ^All land here red-man 
land ; who give him to kingi" 

" Who made the Delawares women 1 — ^The warriors of 
he Six nations, was it not, Susquesus 1" 

" Yes — my people help. Sis Nation great warrior, and 
put petticoat on Delawares, so they can't go on war-path 
any more. What that to do with King's land 1" 

" Why, the King's warriors, you know, my friend, have 
^ken possession of this country, just as the Six Nations 
took possession of the Delawares, before they made them 
women." 

" What become of King's warrior, now T" demanded the 
Indian, quick as lightning. "Where be run away tot 
Where land TicondOToga, now T Whose land t'other end 
lake, nowl" 

" Why, the King's troops have certainly met with a die- 
aster ; and, lor the present, their rights are weakened, it 
must be admitted. But, another day may see ell thia 
changed, and the King will got his land again. You will 
reniember, he has not sold Ticonderoga tn the French, an 
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the RIohawks sold Hooseridge to ub ; and that, yon must 
admit, makes a great diflerence. A bargaia ia a bargaio, 



" Yes, bargain, bargain — that good. Good for red>maa, 
good for pole-face — no difference — what Mohawk sell, ho 
no take bikck, but let pale-face keep^but how come Mo- 
hawk and King sell, too t" Bof own land, eh T" 

This was rather a puzzling question to answer to an In- 
dian. We white people can very well understand that a 
human government, wbich professea, on the principles re- 
cognised by civilized nations, to have jurisdiction over cer- 
tain extensive territories ' that lie in the virgin forest, and 
which are used only, and that occasionally, by certain sa- 
vage tribes as hunting-grounds, should deem it right to 
satisfy those tribes, by purchase, before they parcelled out 
their lands for the purposes of civilized life ; but, it would 
not bo so easy to make an unsophisticated mind understand 
that there could be two owners to the same property. The 
transaction is simple enough to us, and It tells m favour of 
our habits, for we have the power to grant these lands with- 
out ' extinguishing the Indian title,' as it is termed ; but it 
presents difficulties to the understandings of those who are 
not accustomed to see society surrounded by the multifarious 
interests of civilization. In point of fact, the Indian pur- 
chases give no other title, under our laws, than the right to 
sue out, in council, a claim to acquire by the grant of the 
crown ; paying to the latter such a consideration as in 
its wisdom it shall see fit to demand. Still, it was necessary 
to make some answer to the Onondego's question, lest M 
might carry away the mistaken notion that we did not justly 
own oar possessions, 

" Buppoae you find a rifle to your fancy, Susquesua," I 
said, altei reflecting a moment on the subject, " and you find 
two Indians who both claim to own it ; now, if you pay each 
warrior his price, is your right to the title any the worse for 
having done so 1 Is it not rather better T" 

The Indian was struck with this reply, which suited the 
character of his mind. Thrusting out his hand, he received 
mine, aud shook it cordially, as much as to say he was 
Having disposed of this episode thus satiuaotorllvi 
31* 
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we mined to (he moie interesting subject oS owe immadiala 
moTements. 

" It would seem that the Ouondago expects the French 
Indians will now strike at the seltl^nents," I remarked to 
my companioDS, " and, Ihut our frieada at Ravensoest may 
n^ our aid ; but, at the same lime, he thinks we should 
first returo to Mooseridge, and join the surveyors. Which 
mode of proceeding strikes you aa the best, my friends t" 

" Let us first hear the Injin'a reasons for going after the 
surveyors," answered Guert. " If he has a sufficient reasoa 
for his plan, I am ready to follow it." 

" Surveyor got scalp, as well as squaT," aaid SusqueauB, 
in his brief, meaning manner. 

" That must settle the point I" exclaimed Guert. " I un- 
derstand it all, now. The Onondaga thinks the Mooseridge 
party may be cut off, as being alone and unsupported, and 
that vre ought to apprise them of this danger." 

"All perfectly just," I replied, " and it is what they, being 
our own people, have a right to expect from us. Sdll, 
Guert, I should think those surveyors might be safe where 
they are, in the bosom of the forest, for a year to come. 
Their business there cannot b<r known, and who is then to 
betray them Y' 

" See," said Susquesua, earneatly. " Kill deer, and leave 
him in the wood. Won't raven find carcass 1" 

" That may be true enough ; iH't a raven has an instinct, 
G^ven him by nature, to furnish lum with food. He fliea 
high in the air, moreover, and can «ee farther than an Id 
dian." 

" Nuttin' see farther than lojin ] Red-man fly high, too. 
See from salt lake to sweet walk* Know ebbery t'tng in 
wood. Tell him nuttin' he don't know." 

"You do not suppose, Susquesus, thai the Huron warriors 
could find our surveyors, at Mooseridge t" 

" Why, no find him ? Find moose ; why no find ridge, - 
loo? Find Mooseridge, aartain; find !and-<»ieasurer." 

"On the whole, Corny," Guert remarked, pfter musings 
little, " we may do we!! to follow the Injin's advice. I have 
heard of BO many misfortunes that hove be&lleii people ia 
the bush, from having despised Indian counsels, tn»t I own 
(o a tittle BuperstitioD on the sabject. juot look a* what 
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happened yesterday! Had red-skin opinions been tekeo, 
Abercrombie might now have been a conqueror, instead of 
a miserable, beaten man." 

Susquesus raised a finger, and his dark countenance be- 
came illumined by an expression ihat was more eloquent 
even than his tongue. 

" Why no open ear to red-man !" he asked, with dignity. 
" Some bird sing a sang tbal good — some sing bad song-^ 
but all bird know his own song. Mohawk warrior use to 
wood, and rollow a crooked war-path, when he meet much 
enemy. Great Yengeese chief think his warrior have two 
life, that he put him berore cannon and rifle, to stand up and 
be shot. No Injin do bo foolish — no — never !" 

As this was too true to be controverted, the matter was 
not discussed ; but, having determined among ourselves to 
lei the Onondago take us back on the path by which we had 
come, we anuaunccd our readiness to start as soon as it 
might suit his convenience. Being sutficienlly rested, Sus- 
quesus, who did everything on syslem, manifesting neither 
impatience nor laziness, arose and quietly led the way. 
Our course was just the reverse of that on which we had 
travelled when we lefl Mooaeridge ; and I did not fail to 
observe ihal, so accurate was the knowledge of our ^uide, 
we passed many of the same objects as we had previously 
gone near. There was nothing like a track, with the excep- 
tion of occasional foot-prints left by ourselves ; but it was 
evident the Onondago paid not the least attention to these, 
possessing other and more accessible clues to his course. 

Guert marched next to the Indian, and I was third in the 
line. How often, that busy day, did I gaze al my file-leader, 
in ndmiratran of his figure and mien I Nature appeared to 
have intended him for a soldier. Although so powerful, his 
frame was agiie — a particular in which he difiered from 
Dirck ; who, although so young, already gave symptoms 
of heaviness, at no distant day. Then Guert's carriage was 
as fine as his form. The head was held erect ; the eye was 
intrepid in its glance ; scd the tread elastic, though so firm. 
To the last hour, on that long and weary march, Guert 
leaped logs, sprang across hollows in the ground, and other- 
wise manifested that his iron sinews and hardened muscles 
atUl retained all tbeir powers. As he moved in my front, I 
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Mw, for the first tiioe, that some of the fringe of hu html- 
iQg-Bhirt had been cut away in the fight, and that a musk^ 
ball had passed directly through his cap. I afterwards 
ascertaineai that Guert was aware of these escapes, but his 
nature WHS so mauly he did net think of mentioning them. 

We made a single Iwit, as before, to dine; but little was 
said, at this meal, and no change in our plan was proposed. 
This was the point where we ought to hare diverged from 
the former course, did we intend to proceed first to Rayens< 
neat; but, though all knew it, nothing was said on the sub- 
ject. 

" We shall carry unwelcome tidings to Mr. Trarerse, 
and hia men," Guert observed, a minute or two before our 
halt was up ; " far, I take it for granted, the news cannot 
have gone ahead of us." 

"We first," answered the Onondago. "Too soon for 
Huron, yet. T'ink sc^—nobody know." 

" I wish. Corny," pursued the Albanian, " we had thought 
of saying a word to Doortje about this accursed expedition. 
There is no use in a man's being above his busioesa; and 
he who puts himself in the way of fortune, might profit by 
now and then consulting a fortune-teller." 

" Had we done so, and had all that has happened been 
foretold, do you suppose it would have made any change in 
the result 1" 

" Perhaps not, since we should have been the persons to 
relate what we bad heard. But, Abercrombie, himself, need 
hare had no scruples about Tisiting that remarkable old wo- 
man. She *B a wonderful creature. Corny, as we must allow, 
and a prudent general would not fail to respect what she told 
him. It is a thousand pities that either the Commander-in- 
Chief, or the Adjutant-General, bad not paid Doortje a vmt 
before they left Albany. My Lord Howe's valuable Ub 
might then have been saved." 

" In what way, Guert 1 I am at a loss to see in what 
manner any good could come of it." 

"In what mannerl — Why, in the plainest possible. 
Now, suppose Doortje had foretold this defeat; it is clear, 
Abercrombie, if he put any faith in the old woman, would 
sot have made the attack." 

**And thus defeat the defeat. Do you not see, Ooeit, tint 
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tbe soothsayer can, at the best, but roreCell what it to hap- 
pen, and that which must come leill. It would be sn easy 
matter for any of us lo get great reputations for fortune» 
telling, if all we had to do was to predict miafonunes, in 
order that our friends might avoid them. As nothing would 
firer happen, in consequence of the precautions uikea to 
avert the evils, a name would be easily and cheaply main- 

" By St. Nicholas t Corny, I never thought ofthat 1 But, 
you have been college-taught ; and a thousand things are 
picked up at colleges, that one never dreams of at an acade- 
my, I see reason, every diy, to lament my idleness when 
a boy ; and fortunate shall I ba, if I do not lament it all my 
life." 

Poor Guert I He was always so humble, when the sub- 
ject of education arose, however accidentally or unintention- 
^ly on my part, that it was never commented on, that it did 
not give me pain, exciting a wish to avoid it. As tbe tiros 
ibr the halt was now up, it was easy to terminate the present 
discussion, by declaring as much, and proceeding on our 
way. 

We had a hard afternoon's walk of it, though neither of 
the five manifested the least disposition to give in. As for 
Snsquesus, to me, he never seemed to know either fatigue 
or hunger. He was doubtless acquainted with both ; hut 
his halHts of self-command were so severe, as to enable him 
completely to conceal his sufierings in this, as well as in 
most other respects. 

The sun was near setting when we entered within the 
limits of the Mooseridge estate. We ascertained this fact 
by passingthe line-trees, some of which bad figures cut into 
their barks, to denote tbe numbers of the great subdivisions 
of the property. Guert pointed out these marks; brang far 
more accustomed to the woods than either Dirck or myself. 
Aided by such guides, we had no difficulty in making a suf . 
ficiently straight course to the hut. 

Susqnesus thought a little caution necessary, es we drew 
near to the end of our journey. Causing us to remain 
behind, he advanced in front, himself, to reconnoitre. A 
signal, however, soon took us to the place where he stood, 
when wa discoveied the hut iust aa ws had left it, hut no ona 
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Denr iL This might be the result of mare accident, the 
■urveying party frequently ' 'camping out,' ia preference to 
making a long march afler a fatiguing day's work; and 
Pete would be very likely to prefer going to join these men, 
to remaining alone in the hut. We advanced to the build- 
ing, therefore, with confidence. On reaching it, we found 
tlie place empty, as had been anticipated, though with every 
sign about it of its tenants having lell it but a short time 
previously ; that momlng, at the furtheaL 

Jaap set about preparing a supper out of the regular sup- 
plies of the party ; all of which were found in their places, 
and in abundance. On inquiry of the fellow, I ascertained 
U wa» his (pinion Mr. Traverse had gone off that very day, 
moai probably to aome distant portion of the Patent, taking 
Pete with him, as everything was covered up and put away 
with that sort of care that denotes an absence of some little 
time. The Indian beard the negro's remark, to this effect, 
tod, tossing his head significantly, be said — 

"No need guess — go see — light enough — plenty time, 
lajia soon tell." 

He quitted the hut, on the spot, and immediately set about 
this self-ftsugQed duty. 



CHAPTER XXV. 

•• Thou iTMiibleft I sad tba whilendM in thr ebMk 
U ijiter than lb; tongue to tell tb; errand." 

CuBiosiTT induced me to follow the Indian, in order to 
watch his movements. Susquesus proceeded a short dia- 
lance from the hut, quitting the knoll entirely, until he 
reached lower land, where a foot-print would be most likely 
to be visible, when he commenced a slowcircuit of the place, 
with eyes fastened on the earth, as the nose of the hound 
foUows the scent. I was so much interested in the Ooon- 



D,mi,.=db, Google 



• ATAMBTOB. 371 

dago's naanner, as to join faim, falling-in in his renr, is 
order not to iDterfere with his object. 

Of fool-marks there were plenty, more particularly on tbo 
tow, moist grouDd, whure we were ; but they all appeared, 
to me, lo have do interest with the Indian. Most of our 
party wore moccasins ; and it was not easy to see how, 
under such circumstances, and amid such amaze of impres- 
sions, it could be possible for any one Co distinguish a hostile 
from a friendly trail. That Susquesus thought the thing 
might be done, however, was very evident by his persever- 
ance, and faia earnestness. 

At first, my companion met with no success, or with do- 
thing'lhat he fancied success; but, after making half the 
circuit of the hut, keeping always a hundred yards distant 
from it, he suddenly stopped ; stooped quite to the earth; (hen 
arose, and, sticking a broken knot into the ground, as a 
mark, he signed to me lo keep a little on one side, while he 
turned at right angles to his former course, and moved in- 
irards towards our dwelling. I followed slowly, watching 
ais movements, step by step. 

In this manner we reached the hut, deviating from a 
direct line, in order to do so. At the hut, itself, Susquesua 
made a long and minute examination ; but even I could see, 
that the marks here were so numerous, as lo baffle even 
him. After finishing his search at this point, the Indian 
turned, and went back to the place where he had stuck the 
knot in the ground. In doing this, however, he followed 
his own trail, returning by precisely the same deviating 
course as that by which he had come. This, alone, would 
have satisfied me that he saw more than I did ; for, to own 
the truth, I could not have done (he same thing. 

When we reached the knot, Susqueaus followed that (to 
me invisible) trail outside of the circle, leading ofi'into tM 
forest in a direct line from the hut and spring. I continued 
near him, although neither had spoken during the whole of 
this examination, which had now lasted quite half an hour. 
As it was getting dark, however, and Jaap showed the sig- 
nal that our supper was ready, I thought it might be welli 
at length, to break the silence. 

"What do you make of all this. Trackless?" I inquired, 
" Do you find any signs of a trail 1" 
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"Good trail" — Saaquesus answered; "new trtul, too. 
Look like Huron !" 

This was startling intelligence, certainly ; yel, much as I 
was disposed to defer to my companion's intelligence in 
such matters, in general, I thought he must be mistaken in 
his fact. In the first place, though I had seen many foot- 

frints near the hut, and along the low land on which the 
adian made his circuit, I could see none where we then 
were, I mentioned this to the Indian, and desired him tc 
ahow me, particularly, one of the signs which had led him 
to hia conclusion. 

"See," said Susquesus, stooping so low aa to place a 
finger on the dead leaves that ev^r make a sort of carpel to 
the forest, " here been moccasin — that heel ; this toe." 

Aided, in this manner, I could discover a faiat foot-print, 
which might, by aid of the imagination, be thus read; though 
the very slight impression that was to be traced, might 
almost as well be supposed anything else, as it seemed to 
roe. 

" I see what you mean, Susquesus ; and, I allow, it tiiay 
be a foot-print, I answered ; " but then it may also have 
been lefl by anything else, which has touched (he ground 
Just at that spot. It may have been made by a falling 
branch of a tree," 

■' Where branch t" asked the Indian, quick as lightning. 

" Sure enough ; that is more than I can tell you. But I 
cannot su^^xise that a Huron foot-print, without more evidence 
than you now give." 

"What you,caIlthat?— this— that— t'other 7" added the 
Indian, stepping quickly back, and pointing to four other 
mmilar, but very faint impressions on the leaves ; " ao see 
him, ehl — Just leg apart, too 1" 

This was true enough ; and now my attention was thus 
directed, and my senses were thus aided, I confess I did dig. 
cover certain proofs of footsteps, that would, otherwise, have 
baffled my most serious search. 

" I can see what you mean, Susquesus," 1 said, " and will 
allow (hat this line of impressions, or marks, does make 
them look more like footsteps. At any rate, most of our 
party wear raoccasinB as welt as the red-men, aad how do 
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you koow that some of the surveyon have oot passed thb 
way?" 

" Surveyor no make such mark. Toe turn in." 

This was true, too. But it did not follow that a foot-print 
was a Huron's, merely because it was Indian. Then, where 
were the enemy's warriors to come from, in so short a time 
as had intervened between the late battle aad the present 
moment? There was little question all the forces of the 
French, pale-face and red-man, had been collected at T^con- 
deroga to meet the English ; and the distance was so great 
Bs almost to render it impossible for a party to reach this 
spot so soon, coming from the vicinity of the fortress alter 
the 0)!currence of the late events. Did not the lake inter- 
pose an obstacle, I might have inferred that parties of skir- 
mishers would be thrown on the flanks of the advancing 
army, thus bringing foes within a lessened distance of us ; 
but, there was the lake, affording a safe approach for more 
than thirty miles, and rendering the employment of any 
such skirmishers useless. All this occurred to me at the 
momeot, and I mentioned it to ray companion as an argu- 
ment against his own supposition. 

"Notrue,"answered Susquesua, shaking his head. "That 
trail — he Huron trail, too. Don't know red-man to say so." 

" But red-men are human as well as pale-faces. It must 
be seventy miles Eiom this spot to the foot of Lake George^ 
and your conjecture would make it necessary that a party 
should have travell^l that distance in less than twenty-four 
hours, and be here some time before us." 

" We DO travel him, eh T' 

" I grant you that. Trackless ; but we came a long bit of 
the road in a canoe, each and all of us sleeping, and resting 
ourselves, in turns. These Hurons must have come the 
whole distance by land." 

" No so. Huron paddle canoe well as Onondago. Lake 
there — canoe plenty. Why not come?" 

"Do you suppose, Trackless, that any of, the French 
Indians would venture on the lake while it was covered with 
our boats, as was the case laat night 1" 

" What ' our boat' good for, eh 1 Carry wounded war- 
riop— carry runaway warrior — what he care ? T'ink Huioo 
32 
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firaidorbMtT Bo^ got eyegOhl Boat sea; boot bew; 
boat shoot, eh r 

" Perhaps not ( but those who were in the boats can do 
all this, and would be apt, at least, to sptiak to a strange 

"Boat speak my canoe, ehl Ooondago canoe, strange 

All this was clear enough, when I began to reflect on it. 
It was certainly possible for a canoe with two or three 
paddles, to go the whole length of the lake in much less 
time than we had employed in going two-thirds of the dis- 
tance ; and a party landing in (he vicinity of William-Henry, 
could certainly have reached the spot where we then were, 
several hours sooner than we bad reached it ourselves. Still, 
there existed all the other improbabilities on my side of the 
question. It was improbable that a party should have pro- 
ceeded in precisely this manner; it was still more impro* 
bable that such a party, coming on a vrar-path, from a dis- 
tant part of the country, should know exactly where to find 
our hut. Arter a moment's pause, and while we both slowly 
proceeded to join our companion, I suggested these objections 
to the Onondaga. 

" Dont know Injin," answered the other, betraying more 
earnestness of manner than was usual with him, when he 
condescended to discuss any of the usages of the tribes, with 
a pele-faoe. " He fight first ; then he want scalp. Ever 
see dead horse in wood — well, no crow there, eh 1 Plenty 
crow, isn't be 1 Just so, Injin. Wounded soldier carry oS, 
and Injin watch in wood, behind army, to get scalp. Scalp 
good, after battle. Want him, very much. Wood full ol 
Huron, along path to Mbany. Yengeese down in heart; 
Huron up. Scalp so good, t'ink ofnuttin' else." 

By this time we had reached the hut, where I found Guerl 
and Dirck already at their supper. I will own that my 
appetite was not as good as it might have been, hut for the 
Onondago's conjectures and discoveries ; though 1 took a 
seat, and began to eat with my friends. While at the meal. 
I communicated to my companions all that had passed, par> 
ticularhy asking of Guert, who had a respectable knowledge 
of the bush, what he thought of the probabilities of the case. 

" If hostile red-skins have really been here, lately," tba 
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Albanian answered, " they hare been thoroughly cunniiig 
devils ; for not an article in or about the hut has been dis- 
turbed. I had an eye to that myself, the moment we ar- 
rived; for I have thought it far from unlikely that the Hu- 
rona would be out, on the road between William-Henry 
and the eeltlements, trying to get scaipa from the parties 
that would he likely to bo sent to the rear with wounded 
officers." 

" In which case oar friend Bulatiode might be ia dan- 
ger?" 

' He must take hia chance, like all of us. But, he will 
probably be carried to Kavensnest, as the nearest neat for 
him to nestle in. I don't half like this trail, however. Corny ; 
it is seldom a red-akin of the Ouondago'a character, makes 
a mistake in such a matter I" 

" It is too late, now, to do anything to-night," Dirck ob- 
served, " Besides, I don't think aoy great calamity is likely 
to befall any of us, or Doorlje would have dropped some 
hint about it. These fortune-tellers seldom let anything 
serious paas without a notice of some sort or other. You 
see, Corny, we went through all thb business at Ty, with- 
out a scratch, which ia so much in favour of the old wo- 
man's being right," 

Poor Dirck I that prediction had made a deep impression 
on his character, and on his future life. A man's faith must 
be strong, to fancy that a negative of this nature could carry 
with it any of the force of a positive, affirmative prediction. 
Nevertheless, Dirck had spoken the truth, in one respect- 
It was too late to do anything that night, and it only re 
mained to prepare to take our rest as securely as possible. 

We consulted on the subject, calling on the Indian to aid 
us. After talking the matter over, it was determined to re- 
main where we were, securing the door, and bringing every- 
body within the building ; for the negroea and the Indians 
had been much in the habit of sleeping about, under brush 
covers that they had erected for themselves. It was thought 
that, having once visited the hut, and frndiog it empty, th« 
enemy, if enemy there were, would not be very likely to 
return to it immediately, and that wo might consider our- 
selves as comparatively safe, from that circumstance alone. 
Then, there were all the chances that the trail might hart 
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beea left by fiiendly, instead of hoatkla IndiaDS, although 
Susqueaua shook his head in the negativo, whenever thb 
was mentioned.. At nil events, we had but a choice of three 
expedients — to abandon the Patent, and seek safety ia flight ; 
ta * 'camp oat ;' or to shut ourselves up in onr fortress. Of 
the first, no one thought for a moment ; and of the two 
others, wo decided on the last, as far the most comfortahle, 
and, on the whole, as the aafest. 

An hour after we had come to this determination, I ques- 
tion if ^tber of the five knew anything about it. I never 
alept more profoundly in my life, and my companions suh- 
sequeotly gave the same account of their several conditions. 
Fatigue, and youth, and health, gave us all refreshing sleep ; 
and, as we lay down at nine, two o'clock came aAer so 
much time totally lost in the way of consciousness. I say 
two o'clock ; for my watch told me that was juat the hour, 
when the Indian awoke me, by shaking my shoulder. One 
gets the habits of watchfulness in the woods, and I was on 
my ieet in an instanL 

Dark as it was, for it was deep night, I could distinguish 
that Susquesus was alone stirring, and that he had unbarred 
the door of our csbin. Indeed, he passed through that open 
space, into the air of the forest, the moment he perceived I 
was conscious of what I was about. Without pauung to 
reflect, I followed, and soon stood at lua side, some fifleen 
or twenty ieet from the hut. 

" This good place to hear," said the Indian, in a low sup- 
pressed tone. " Now, open ear," 

What a scene was that, which now presented itself to ray 
senses ! I can see it, at this distance of time, afler years of 
peaceful happiness, and years of toil and adventure. The 
morning, or it might be better to say the night, was not very 
dark ia itself; but the gloom of the woods being added to 
the obscurity of the hour, it lent an intensity of blackness 
to the trunks of the trees, that gave to each a funereal and 
■olemn aspect. It was impossible to see for any distance, 
and the objects that were visible were only those that were 
nearest at hand. Notwithstanding, one might imagine the 
canopied space beneath the tops of the trees, and fancy it, 
in the majesty of its gloomy vastness. Oi" sounds there were 
literally none, when the Indian first bade me Usten. TIm 
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stillness was bo profbuad, tbat I thought I heard the sighing 
of the night air among the upper brsoches of the loftier 
treeg. This might have been mere imagination ; neverthe- 
lesB, all above the summits of the giant oaks, maples and 
pines, formed a sort of upper world ag regarded us ; a world 
with which we had little communication, during our sojourn 
ia the woods below. The raven, and the eagle, and the 
hawk, sailed in that region, above the clouds of leaves be- 
neath tbem, end occasionally stooped, perhaps, to strike 
their quarry ; but, to all else, it was inaccessible, and to a 
degree invisible. 

But, my present concern is with the world I was in j and, 
what a world it was 1 Solemn, silent, dark, vast and myste- 
rious. I listened in vain, to catch the footstep of some busy 
squirrel, for the forest was alive with the smaller animals, 
by night quite as much as by day ; but everything, at that 
moment, seemed stilled to the silence of death. 

" I can hear nothing, Trackless," I whispered — " Why 
are you out here T" 

" You hear, soon — wake roe up, and I hear twice. Soon 
come ag'in." 

It did soon come again. It was a human cry, escaping 
from human lips in their agony ! I beard it once only ; but, 
should I live to be a fanndred, it would not be forgotten. I 
often hear it in my sleep, and twenty times have I awoke 
since, fancying that agonizing call was in my ears. It was 
long, loud, piercing, and the word ' help' was as distinct as 
tongue could make it. 

" Great God !" I exclaimed — " some one ia set upon, and 
calls for aid in his extremity. Let us arouse our friends, 
and go to his assistance. I cannot remain here, Susquesus, 
with such a cry in my ears." 

" Best go, I'ink loo," answered the Onondago. " No need 
call, though ; two belter than four. Stop minute." 

I did remain stationary that brief space, listening with 
agonized uncertainty, while the Indian entered the but, and 
returned, bringing out his rifle and my own. Arming our 
■elves, and shutting the door of the cabin, to exclude the 
night-air, at least, Stis^uesus led off, with his noiseless step, 
in a south-west directKW, or that in which we iiod heara 
the sound. 

32* 
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Our march was too awill and earnest to admit of dis- 
oourse. The Onondago had admonished me to make aa 
little uoise as possible; and, between the anxiety I felt, and 
the care taken to comply, there was, indeed, but little op- 
portunity for conversing. My feelings were wrought up to 
a high pilch ; but my confidcace in my companion being 
great, I followed in his footsteps, as diligently as my akiU 
would allow. Susqnesus rather trod on air than walked ; 
yet I kept close at hia heels, until we had gone, as I should 
think, fully half n mile in the direction from which that 
awful cry had come. Here Suaqueaus baited, saying to me, 
in a low voice^ 

" No far from here—best stop." 

I submitted, in all things, to the directions of my Indian 
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The latter had selected the dark shadows of V 



s young pines for our cover, where, by getting within 
their low branches, we were completely concealed from any 
eye that was distant from us eight or ten feet. No sooner 
were we thus posted, than the Onondago pointed to the trunk 
of a fallen tree, and we took our seats silently on it. I ob- 
served (hat my companion kept his thumb on the cock of 
bis rifle, while his fore-finger was passed around the tri^er. 
It is scarcely necessary to say that I observed the same 
precaution. 

" This good," said Susquesus, in a voice so low and soil 
that it could not attract more attention than a whisper ; 
" this very good — hear him ag'in, soon ; then know." 

A stified groan viaa heard, and that almost as soon as my 
companion ceased to speak. I felt my blood curdle at these 
frightful evidences of human suffering; and an impulse of 
humanity caused me lo move, as if about to rise. The hand 
of Trackless checked the imprudence. 

" No good," he said, sternly. " Sit still. Warrior know 
how to sit still." 

" But, Heavenly Providence ! There is some one in 
agony, quite near us, man. Did you not hear a groan. 
Trackless 1" 

"To be sure, bear him. — What of that? Pain maka 
grotw come, alway, from palo-face." 

"You think, then, it is a white-man who KifieraT if so, it 
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must l>e one of our partv, aa there is no one else near us. 
If I bear it again, I mual go Id his relief, OooDdago." 

» Why you behave like squaw 1 What of little groan 1 
Sartaia, he pale-face ; lajin never groan aa war-path. Why 
he groan, you t'iok t Cause Huron meet hiin. That reason 
he groan. You groan, too, no sit still. Injin know time to 
shoot — know time not to shoot," 

I had every disposition to call aloud, to inquire who 
needed succour ; yet the admonitions of my companion, 
aided as they were by the gloomy mysteries of that rast 
forest, in the hour of deepest night, enabled me to commaad 
the impulse. .Three times, notwithstanding, was that groan 
repeated ; and, as it appeared to mo, each time more and 
more fainlly. I thought, loo, when all was still in the 
fiiresl — when we sat ourselves in breathless expectatioa of 
what might next reach our ears — attentive to each sighing 
of the night-air, and distrustful even of the rustling leaf-^ 
that the last groan of all, though certainly the faintest of 
any we had heard, was much the nearest. Once, iodeed, I 
beard, or fancied 1 heard, the word * water,' murmured in a 
low, smothered tone, almost in my ear. I thought, too, I 
knew the voice ; that it was familiar to me ; (hough I could 
not decide, in the state of my feelings, exactly to whom it 
belonged. 

In this manner we passed what, to mo, were two of the 
most painful hours of my life, waiting the slow return of 
light. My own impatience was nearly UDgoveroable ; 
though the Indian sat, the whole of that time, seemingly as 
insensible as the log which formed his seat, and almost as 
motionless. At length this intensely anxious, and even 
physically painful watch, drew near its end. Signs of day 
gleamed through the canopy of leaves, and the rays of dull 
light appeared to struggle downward, rendering objects 
dimly discernible. 

It was not long ere we could ascertain that we had sc 
completely covered ourselves, as to be in a position where 
the branches of the pines completely shut out the view of 
objects beyond. This was favourable to reconnoitring, 
however, previously to quitting our concealment, and enabled 
us to have some care of ourselves while attending to tba 
duties of humanity. 
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SuaquesuB lued the greatest caution in looking aiTHind 
berora he left the cover. I was close at his side, peeping 
through such openings aa offered ; for m^ curiosity was so 
intense, that I almost forgot the causes for apprhension. It 
was not long before I heard the familiar Indian interjectioDt 
" hugh !" from my companion j a proof that something had 
caught his eye, of a more than ordinarily exciting character. 
He pointed in the vay I was to look, and there, indeed, I 
heheld one of those frightful instances of barbarous cruelty, 
that the usages of savage warfare have sanctioned, aa far 
back as our histories ejrtend, among the forest warriors of 
this continent. The tops of two saplings had- been brought 
down near each other, by main force, the victim's hands 
attached firmly to upper branches of each, and the trees per- 
mitted to fly back to their natural positions,or as near them 
as the revolting means of junction would allow. I could 
scarce believe my senses, when my sight first revealed the 
truth. But there hung the victim, suspended by his arms, 
at an elevation of at least ten or tilteen feet from the earth. - 
I confess I sincerely hoped he was dead, and the motionless 
attitude of the body gave me reason to think it might be so. 
Still, the cries for " help," uttered wildly, hopelessly, iu the 
midst of a vast and vacant forest, the groans extorted by 
suffering, must have been his. He had probably been thus 
suspended and abandoned, while alive 1 

Even the Onondago could not restrain me, aAer I flilly 
saw and understood the nature of the cruelty which had 
been exercised on the miserable victim who was thus sus- 
pended directly before my eyes, and I broke out of the cover, 
jeady, I am williog to confess, to pull trigger on the first 
hostile red-mnn I saw. Fortunately for myself, most pro- 
bably, the place had long been deserted. As the back of 
the sufferer was towards me, 1 could not tell who he was ; 
hut hie dress was coarse, and of the description that belongs 
to the lowest class. Blood had flowed freely from his head, 
and I made no doubt he had been scalped; though the 
height at which he hung, and the manner in which his head 
had fallen forward upon his breast, prevented me from as- 
certaining the fact at once, by tbe aid of sight. Thus much 
did I perceive, however, eie the Indian joined me. 
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" See I" said Susquesus, whose quick eye never let uijr* 
thing escape it long, " told you so ; Huron been here," 

As this was said, the Indian pointed significBiitly at tbs 
naked skin, which was visible between the heavy, coarse 
shoes of the victim, and the trowsers he wore, when I dis< 
covered it was block. Moving quickly in front, so as to get 
a view of the face, I recognised the distorted features of 
Petrus, or Fete, Guert Ten £yck's negro. This man had 
been left with the surveyon, it will be remembered, and he 
bad either fallen into the hands of his captors, while at the 
but, oogaged in his ordinary duties, or he had been met in 
the forest while going to, or coming from those he served, 
and had thus been treated. We never ascertained the facts, 
which remain in doubt to this hour. 

" Give me your tomahawk, Trackless," I cried, as soon 
as horror would permit me to speak, " that I may cut down 
this sapling, and liberate the unfortunate creature I" 

*' No good— better so," answered the Indian. *' Bear- 
wolf can't get him, now. Let black-skin hang— good as 
bury — no safe stay here long. Look round and count 
Huron, then go." 

"Look round and count the Hurons," I thoushl to m;y- 
self; "and in whet manner is this to be done?" By this 
time, however, it was sufficiently light to see fool-printa, if 
any there were, and the Ooondago set about examining 
such traces of what had passed at that terrible spot, as 
might be intelligible la one of his experience. 

At the foot of a huge oak, that grew a few yards from 
the fatal saplings, we found the two wooden, covered pails, 
in which we knew Pete had been accustomed to carry food 
to Mr. Traverse and the chain-bearers. They were empty, 
but whether the provisions they unquestionably had con- 
tained fell to the share of those for whom they were intended, 
or to that of the captors, we never learned. No traces of 
bones, potnto-skins, or other fragments were discovered; 
and, if the Hurons had seized the provisions, they doubtless 
transferred them to their own repositories, without stopping 
to eat Susquesus detected proof that the victim had beec 
sealed at the foot of the oak, and that he had been seized at 
that spoL There were the marks of many feet there, and 
•ome proofs of a slight scuffle. Blood, loo, wai to bo tnoed 
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OD Uw leam, from the foot of the oak, to the place when 
poor Pete w suspended ; a proof (hat be had been hurt, 
previouely to being abandoned to his cruel fate. 

But the point of most interest wilh Trackless was to ascer- 
tain the number of our foes. This might be done, in sorm 
tneaaure, according to his viev of the matter, by means of 
the foot-priula. There was no want of such signs, the leaves 
being much disturbed in places, though alter a short but 
■nxious settnh, my companion thought it wisest to repair to 
the but, lest those it contained might be surprised in their 
sleep. He gave nie to undeiatand that the enemy did not 
appear to be cUtiwrous at that spot, three or four at most, 
though it was quite possible, nay highly probaUe, that they 
had separated, and that thar whole force was not prese&t at 
tfab miserable scene. 

It was broad daylight when we came in sight of the hat 
again, and I perceived Jaap was up and busy with his pota 
and kelttes near the spring. No one else was visible, and 
we inferred that Guert and Dirck were still on their pallets. 
We took a long and distrustful survey of the forest around 
the cabin, from ihe height where we stood, ere we ventured 
to approach it any nearer. Discovering no signs of danger, 
and the forest being quits clear of underbrush or cover of 
any sort, large trees excepted, for some distance from the 
hut, we then advanced without apprehension. This open 
character of the woods near our dwelling was felt to be a 
very favourable circumstance, rendering it impossible for an 
enemy to get very near us by day-light, without being seen. 
It was owing to the fact that vra had used so much of the 
smaller timber, in our own operatioas, while the negroea 
had burned most of the underbrush for fuel. 

Sure enough, I found my two friends fast asleep, and 
certainly much exposed. When aroused and told all that 
had occurred to me and the Indian, their surprise was great, 
nor was their horror less, Jaap, who, missing us on rising, 
supposed we had gone in pursuit of game, had followed us 
mto the hut, and heard my communications. His indigna< 
tion was great, at the idea of one of his own colour's being 
tiius treated, and I heard him vowing vengeance between 
his set teeth, in terms that were by no means measured. 

" ^ St. Nicholas I" exclaimed Gnert, who had bow 
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finished dressing, and who accompanied me out into tba 
open air, ** my poor fellow shall be revenged, if the rifle will 
do it ! Scalped, loo, do you aay, Corny 1" 

" As far as we could ascertain, suspended as he was from 
the tree. But, scalped fae must be, as an Indian never per> 
mits a dead captive (o escape this mutjialion." 

" And you fiave been out in the forest three hours, yoa 
tell me, Corny 1 — You and Trackless ?" 

" Aboat that time, I should judge. The heart must have 
been of stone, that could resist those cries !" 

■■ I do i)o[ blame yoa, Littlepage, though it would have 
been kinder, and wiser, had you taken your friends with 
you. We must stick together, in future, let what may 
happen. Poor Petrus ! 1 wonder Doorlje should have 
hinted nothing of that nigger's fate I" 

We then held a long consultation on the subject of our 
mode of proceeding,, next. It is unnecessary lo dwell on 
this conference, aa its conclusions will be seen in the events 
of the narrative ; but it was brought lo a close by a very 
sudden interruption, and that was the sound of an axe in the 
forest. The blows came in the direction of the scene of 
Pete's murder, and we had collected our rifles, and were 
preparing to move towards the suspected point, when we 
saw Jaap sta^ering along, coming to the hut, beneath the 
load of his friend's body. The fellow had stolen away, un- 
seen, on this pious duty, and had executed it with success. 
In a minute or two he reached the spring, and began to 
wash away the revolting remains of the massacre from the 
head of the Huron's victim. 

We now ascertained that poor Pete had been badly cut 
by knives, as well as scalped, and suspended in the manner 
related. Both arms appeared to be dislocated, and the only 
relief lo our feelings, was in the hope that an attempt to in- 
flict so much sufiering must have soon defeated itself. Guert, 
in particular, expressed his hope that such was the case, 
though the awful sounds of the past nicht were still too fresh 
in my ears to enable me to believe all I could wish on that 
sabject. A grave was dug, and we buried the body at once, 
rolling a large log or two on the spot, in order to prevent 
'wild beasts m>m dtsintetring it. Jaap worked hard in ths 
per&rmance of these ritee, and Guert Ten Eyok actually 
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repeated the Lord's Prayer aad the Creed over the grave, 
when the body was placed ia it, with a fervour and earnest- 
neas that a liills surprised me. 

"He was but a nigger. Corny, it is true," said the Alba- 
nian, a little apologetically perhaps, after all was over, " but 
he was a very goot nigger, in the firsi place ; then, be had 
a soul, as well as a white man — Pete bod his merits, as well 
as a Tominie, and I trust they will not be forgotten in the 
last great account. He was an excellent cook, as you must 
have seen, and I never knew a nigger that had more of tba 
dog-like fidelity to his master. The fellow never got into 
a frolic without comiog honestly to ask leave ; though, la be 
sure, I was not a hard master, in these particulars, on rea- 
Bonable occasions." 

We next ate our breakfasts, with as much appetite as we 
oould. Shouldering our packs, and placing all around, and 
in the hut, as much as possible in the condition in which we 
had found the place, we then commenced our march, Sua- 
quesua leading, as usual. 

We went in quest of the surveyors, who were supposed 
to be in the south-east comer of the Patent, employed as 
usual, and ignorant of ail that had passed. At first, we 
had thought of discharging our rifles, as signals to bring 
them in ; but these signals might apprize our enemies, as 
well as our friends, of our presence, and the dbtance waa 
too great, moreover, to render it probaUe the reports could 
be heard by those for whom alone they would be intended. 

The route we took was determined by our general know- 
ledge of the quarter of the Patent in which the surveyors 
ought now to be, as well as by the direction in which the 
body of Pete had been found. The poor fellow was cer- 
tainly either going to, or coming from the party, and being 
in constant communication with them, he doubtless knew 
where Ihey were at work. Then the difierent trails of 
the surveyors were easily enough found by Trackless, and 
he told us that the most recent led ofi'in the direcUon I have 
named. Towards the south-east, therefore, we held our 
way, marching, as before, in Indian file; the Onondaga 
leading, and the n^ro bringing up the rear. 
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" 'Ti* too harrible ! 
Tbs weariest and most [aathed worlillj lifs 
That age, ache, {wnury, ind impriiaameiit 
Can lay an nature, U a paradise, 
To wtiat we fcai of death." 

Meantre for 

^E were not long in reaching tlie point of the PatonC in 
which the surveyors had heen at work, aAer which we could 
have but little difficulty in finding their present actual posi- 
tioD. The marked trees were guides that told the whole 
story of their labours. For an hour and a half, however, 
we moved rapidly forward, Susquesus on the lead, silent, 
earnest, watchful, and I fear I must add, revengeful. Not 
a syllable had been uttered during the whole of that lime, 
though our senses were keenly on the alert ; and we avoided 
everything like a cover that might conceal an ambush. 
Suddenly the Indian halted; at the next instant he was 
behind a tree. Each of us imitated him, quick as thought, 
for this was our previous training in the event of encounter- 
Hig an enemy,' and wo all well knew the importance of a 
cover in forest warfare. Still, na foe could be seen. AlW 
examining around us in every direction, for a minute or two, 
and finding the wooda vacant and silent as ever, Guert and 
I quitted our own trees, and joined the Trackless, at the 
foot of his own huge pine. 

"Why this, Susquesus J" demanded the Albanian, sharply ; 
for he began lo suspect a little acting, got up to magnify the 
Indian's usefulness ; " here is neither paie-face nor red-skin. 
Have done with this folly, and let us go forward." 

"No good — warrior been here; p'rhapa gone, p'rhapa. 
no ; soon see, Open eye, and look." 

As a gesture accompanied this speech, we did look agaiii, 
apd this time ia the right direction. At the distance of a 
)iundred yards from us was a chestnut, that might be seen 
from its roots to its branches. On the ground, partly con* 
pealed by the tree, and partly exposed, was the leg of a man, 
3? -^ 
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[dnced as the limb would be apt to lie, on tbe supposition 
that its owner Isy on his back, asleep. It showed a nK» 
casin, and the usual legging of an Indian ; but the thigh, 
and all the rest of the frame, was coacealed. The quick 
eye of the Onondago had caught this small object, even at 
that distance, comprehended it at a glance, when he instantly 
sought a cover, as described. Guert and I had some diffi- 
culty at first, even after it was pointed out to us, in recog- 
nisiag this object ; but it soon became distinct and intelligible. 

"Is that a red-skin's leg?" asked Guert, dropping the 
Riuzzle of his rifle, as if about to try his skill on it. 

"Don't know," answered the Indian; "got leggin, got 
moccasin; can't see colour. Look moat pale-face; leg big." 

What there was to enable one, at that distance, to distin- 
guish between the leg of a white man and the leg of an 
Indian, at first greatly exceeded our means of conjecturing ; 
but the Onondago explained it, when asked, in hia own 
usual, sententious manner, by saying: 

» Toe turn out — Injin turn in — no like, at all. Fale-fiice 
big; Injin no very big." 

The first was true enough in walking, and it did seeic 
probable that the difierence might esist in sleep. Guert now 
declared there was no use in hesitating any lunger ; if asleep 
he would approach the chestnut cautiouiily, and capture the 
stranger, if an Indian, before he could rise ; and if a while 
man, it must be some one belonging to our own set, who 
was taking a nap, probably, afler a fatiguing inarch. Sus- 
quesus must have satisfied himself, by this time, that there 
was no immediate danger ; for merely saying, " all go toge- 
ther," he quitted the cover,aad led down towards the chestnut 
with a rapid but noiseless step. As we moved in a body 
all five of us reached the tree at the same instant, where we 
found Sam, one of our own hunters, and whom we supposed 
to be with Mr. Traverse, stretched on his back, dead ; 
with a wound in his breast that had been inflicted by a knife. 
He, too, had been scalped ! 

The looks we exchanged, said al'. that could be said on 
the subject of the gravity of this new discovery. Susquesus, 
alone, was undisturbed; I rather think he expected what be 
found. Afler examining the body, he seerqed satisfied, 
•imply saying, " kill, last nij[ht," 
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That poor Sam had been dead several hours waa pratl^f 
certaiD, and the circumstance removed all apprehension ch 
■n^ immediate danger from hia destroyers. The ruthlesa 
-warriors of the woods seldom remained long Dear ibe apot 
they had desolated, but passed oo, hke the tornado, or tba 
tempest. Guert, wYiti was ever prompt when anything was 
to be done, pointed to a natural hollow in (he earth ; one of 
those cavities tha> are so common in the forest, and which 
are usually attributed to Ihe upturning of trees in i«mot« 
ages, and auggeskd that we should use it as a grave. Tito 
I]ody was accordiugly laid in the bole, and we co?ered it in 
the best manner we could ; succeeding in placing over it 
■omething like a foot deep of light loam, together with se- 
veral flat stones; rolling logs on all, as we had done at the 
grave of Pete. 1(y this lime Guert's feelings were so tho- 
roughly aroused, that, in addition to the prayer and the 
creed, which he again repeated, in a very decorous and 
devout manoer, b« concluded the whole ceremony by a brief 
address. Nor wds Guert anything hut serious in what he 
did, or said, on tither of these solemn occasions ; bis words, 
like bis acts, bemg purely the impulses of a simple mind, 
which possesses longings after devotion and scriptural truths, 
without knowing exactly how to express them ; and this, 
moreover, in spite of the mere animal propensities, and gay 
habits of his physical conformation, and constitutional ten- 
dencies. 

" Deat', my frients," said Guert, most seriously, becoming 
Dutch, OS usual, as be became interested ; " Deal' is a sut- 
ten visiter. He comes like a t'iefin the night, as you.must 
all have ollen be'rt the Tomiuio sayj and happy ia be 
whose loins are girtet, and whose lamp is trimmed. Such, 
I trust, is the cose with each of you ; for, it is not to bo 
concealet, that we are likely to have serious work before us. 
Here have been Injins, beyont a question; aud they ar* 
Injins, too, that are out on the war-path, in search of Eog- 
lish scalps; or, what is of equal importance to Mr. FoUock 
and myself, Dutch scalps in the pargain; which makes it 
■o much the nwre necessary for every man to be on hii 
goart, and to staol up to his work, when it may come, aa 
the pull-tog stsDts up to the ox. Got iorpit t'at I ahoald 
preach ravenga over t'a grara q[ a Orient ; bat tbe loUiM 
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fijfhts none the worse for kooning fat he has peen injuret in 
bis feelin's, aa has certainly peen the case with ourselves. 
Perhaps I ought to aay a wort in behair of the teat, as this 
19 the last, and only time, that a fellow-creature will ever 
have occasion to speak of him. Sam was an excellent 
hunter, as his worst enemy must allow ; and now he is 
gone, few petter remain pehint. He had one weakness, 
which, stanting over hia grave, an honest man ought not to 
try to conceal ; he dit love liquor ; put, in this, he was not 
alone. Nevertheless, he was honest ; and his wort might 
pass where many a man's pont would be wort'less ; and I 
leave him in the merciful hants of his Creator. My frients, 
I haf but little more to say, and that b this— that life is 
uncertain, and deaf is sure. Samuel has gone before us, 
only a little while; and may we all he equally prepare! to 
meet our great account. Amen." 

Did any ewe smile at this address! Far from it! Sin- 
gular, disconnected, and unsophisticated as it may seem to 
certain persons, it had one great merit that is not always 
discernible in the speeches of those who officiate e[ the most 
elaborate funeral riles. Guert was sincere, though he might 
not be either logioai or very clear. This was apparent in 
his countenance, his voice, his whole manner. For myself, 
I will allow, I saw nothing parficularly out of place, in this 
address, at the time, nor do I now regard it as either irreve- 
rent or unseasonable. 

We led the grave of the hunter, in the depths of that in- 
terminable forest, as the ship passes away from the spot oa 
the ocean where she has dropped her dead. At some future 
day, perhaps, the plough-share may turn up the bones, and 
the husbandman ruminate on the probable fate of the lonely 
man, whose remains will then again be brought to the light 
of day. As we left ihe spot, the Indian detained us a mo- 
ment, to put us on our guard. 

" Huron do that," he said, meaningly — ■ " No see ditler- 
ence, eh? Saw no hang up like Pete." 

*' That is true enough, Suaquesus," Guert answered ; for 
Guert, by his age, his greater familiarity with the woods, 
his high courage and his personal prowess, had now as- 
•utned, unresistingly on our part, a sort of chieftainship 
■*« na. "Can yon toll ui the reason, hovevorr* 
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" MusB, you call him, back sore — that all. Enow him 
veil ; don't love flog. No lojin love Qog." 

" And you think, then, Jaap'a prisoner has had a hand in 
this, and thai the war-path is open to revenge as well as 
public service — that we are hunted less for our scalps than 
to put a plaster on the Huron's backl" 

" Sartain. T'ree canoe go by on lake — t'at Muss, you 
call him — know him, well. He no want sleep till back get 
well. See how he use niggerl Hang him on tree — only 
kill pale-face and take away scalp." 

" Do you suppose that he made this di%rence in tba 
treatment of his two captives, on account of the colour 1 
That he was so cruel to Petrus because Jaap, uwther nig- 
ger, had flogged him 1" 

" Sartain — ^just go. Back feel better alter t'aL Good i(» 
back to hang nigger. Jaap see, some time." 

I will do my fellow the justice to say, that in the way of 
courage, few men were his equals. .A^ I have said before, 
he only feared spooks, or Dutch ghosts ; for the awe he bad 
of me was so blended with love, as not to deserve the name 
of fear. In general, unless the weather happened to be cold, 
bis face was of a deep, glistening black ; coffin-colour, as 
the boys sometimes called it; but, I observed, notwithstand- 
iog his nerve and his keen desire to be revenged for the 
cruel treatment bestowed on bis companion and brother, 
that his skin now assumed a greyish hue, such as is seen 
only in bard frosts, as a rule, in the people of his race. It 
was evident that the Trackless' manner of speaking bad 
produced an eflect ; and I have always thought the impres- 
sion then made on Jaap was of infinite servico to us, by 
setting in motion, and keeping in lively activity, every 
&culty of his mind and body. I had a specimen of this, as 
we moved off, Jaap walking for some distance close at my 
beela, in order to make me the repository of his griefs and 
so. 'cilude. 

" 1 hopes, Masser Corny, sah," commenced the negro, 
'• you Joesn't t'ink anyt'ing of what dis here Injin say V' 

" I thu,k, Jaap, it will be necessary for you to keep your 

eyes open, .ind by no means to fall into the hands t^ your 

friend Muss, as you call him, or he may serve you even 

worse ttiad he served poor Pete. I hope, too, this wiU be 9 

33* 
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warniiig to you, or ibe necessity of treating your prisoners 
kindly, should vou ever make another." 

" 1 don't I'ink, Masser Corny, you consider prelly much, 
sah. What good it do a nigger to captivate an lojin, if he 
let him go ag'in, and don? lick him littlet Only hitle, 
Masser Corny. Ebbery t'ing so handy too, sab — -rope all 
ready, back bare, and ieelin' up, like, afler such a time io 
takin' 'e varmint, sah !" 

" Well, Jnap, what is done, is done, and there is no aso 
in regretting it, in words. Of one thing, however, you may 
be certain ; no mercy will be shown you, should this Tetlow, 
HnsB, be actually out here, on our heels, and should you bo 
so unfortunate as to fall into hia hands." 

The negro growled out his discontent, and I could see 
that his mind was made up to give stout battle, ere hia wool 
should be disturbed by the knife of a savage. A moment 
later, he stepped aside, and respectfully permitted Dirck to 
take his proper place, next to me, in the line. 

We may have proceeded two miles from the spot where 
we hod buried Sam, the hunter, when on rising a little hiU 
lock, the Indian tossed his arm, the sign that a new disco- 
very was made. This time, however, the gesture was rather 
made in exultation than in horror. Aa he canw to a dead 
ball at the same instant, we all closed eagerly up, and got aa 
early view of the cause of this exhibition of feeling. 

The ground fell away, in s sort of swell, for some dis- 
tance in our front ; and, the trees being all of the largest 
size, and totally without underbrush, the place had soms- 
what of the appearance of a vast, forest edifice, to which the 
canopy of leaves above formed the roof, and the stems of 
oaks, lindens, beeches and maples, might be supposed to bo 
the columns that upheld it. Within this wide, gloomy, yet 
not unpleasant hall, a sombre light prevailed, like that which 
is cast through the casements of an edifice of the ancient 
. style of architecture, rendering everything mellow and grave. 
A spring of sweet water gushed from a rock, and near it 
were seated, in a circle, Mr. Traverse and his two chain- 
bearers, seemingly taking (heir morning's meal ; or, rather, 
reclining after it, with the pnil, platters and fragments before 
hem ; like n»en reposing after appeasing their huDser, and 

Vot. II. — U 
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panisg a few minutes in idle talk. Tom, the secoad huntai 
and 8xe-inan, lay asleep, a little apart. 

** Here has been even no alarm, thank Got," said Gucit, 
cheerfullj', " and we are in time to let them know their 
danger. I will give the call ; it will sound sweetly to tbeax 

** No call," said Trackless, quickly ; " hollow no gooi, 
DOW, Soon get there, and tell him, in low voice." 

As this was clearly prudent, we pushed forward in a body, 
tftkiDg no pains, however, to conceal our approach, but 
making somewhat of a measured tread, with our footsteps. 
A strange sensation came over me, as we advanced, and I 
found that neither of the surveyors stirred I A suspicion of 
the dread truth forced itself on my mind ; hut I can hardly 
say that the shock was any the less, when, on getting near, 
we saw by the pallid countenances, fixed, glassy eyes, and 
fallen jaws, that all our friends were dead. The savage 
ingenuity of Indians had propped the bodies in reclining po- 
ailions, and thrown them into attitudes thai had n horrible 
resemblance to the species of indulgence that I have just 
described. 

" Holy Heaven I" exclaimed Guert, dropping the butt of 
his rifle on the ground j " we are too late I" 

No one else spoke. On removing the caps, it was found 
that each man had been scalped, and that all of those, whom 
we had left a few days before, proud of their strength and 
instinct with life, bad departed in spirit, soon to be seen no 
more. Jumper, the other Indian, alone remained to be ac< 
counted for. Rifle-balls had been at work here, each of the 
four hiving been shot ; Mr. Traverse, in no less than three 
places. 

I will confess, that a suspicion of the Oneida crossed my 
nund, now, for the first time ; and I did not scruple to tnen- 
lion it to my companions, as soon as either of us had power 
to speak, or listen. 

" No true," said Trackless, positively. " Jumper poor 
lojin — that so — love rum — no rascal, to kill friend. Muso- 
faoeenah warrior to do so. Just like him. No ; Jumper 
fool — love rum — no bad Injin," 

Where, then, was Jumper T He alone, of all whom wa 
had left behind us, remained to be found. We made a long 
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search Tor fab body, but without any success. Susqueaus 
examioed the trails, and the bodies, and gave it as his opio- 
ion that the surveyor and chain-bearers might have been 

killed abaul three or four hours; and that the murderers, 
for such, in our eyes, they who had done Ihe foul deed were 
to be accciuQled, had not been away IVom the place more 
than twenty minutes, when we arrived. This might well 
have happened, and we not hear the rifles ; as the diatance 
from the bul was several miles ; and, two hours before, we 
must have been not far from the place where we had passed 
the night. That the attack occurred after daylight, was 
leasonably certain ; and, as Pete was surely seized while 
alive, some intelligence might have been obtained from him, 
that directed the savages to the point where the outlying 
party would probably be expecting him. Nevertheless, this 
WHS pretty much conjecture, and we never knew which vic- 
tim fell first, or whether the negro was taken at all, near 
the spot where he was gibbeted. The inferoal cruelty of 
his conquerors may have kept him as a prisoner, for soma 
time before the final catastrophe, and caused them to carry 
him about with them as a captive, in order to subject the 
wretch to as much misery as possible, for, as Susqueaus said. 
Muss' ' back very sore.' 

We buried poor Traverse, and his chain-bearers, near the 
spring, using one of the same natural hoUowa in the earth 
as that in which tve had interred the hunter. On a search, 
it was ascertained that their arms and ammunition had beea 
carried off, and that the pockets of the dead men had beea 
rifled. The American Indian is seldom a thief, in the ordi- 
nary sense of the term ; bul, he treats the property of those 
whom he slays as his own. In this particular, he does no! 
differ materially from the civilized soldier, I befievc, plunder 
being usually considered as a legitimate benefit of war. The 
HuroDS had laid their hands on the compass and chains, for 
we could discover neither ; but they had left the field-book 
and Dotes of Traverse, as things that, to them, were useless. 
In other respects, the visit of the savages to this fatal spot 
lefl the appearance of having been hurried. 

On this occasion, Guert made no attempts at morals, or 
eloquence. The shock hod disqualified us all for anylhiog 
of the sort, and we discharged our duties with the earaes* 
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diligwce, and grave thoughtfulneBS, of .men wbo did nbl 
know but the next momeDl might briag thenMelves ioto tbo 
tnidst of a sceae of deadly slriie. We worlied hard) and a 
little Ksstily, and were soon ready to depart. It was deter- 
nioed, on a hurried cooaultatiofl, to follow the tiail of the 
HuroD*) as the most certsin method of surprising ihem, on 
the oDe hand, and of preventing tbem from surprising us, 
on the other. The Indian would have no difficulty in pur- 
suing the very obvious trail that was lefl, and which bore 
all the proofs of haviag been left by a dozen men. 

The reader, who is unacquainted with the usages of the 
American savage, is not to suppose that this party had 
moved through the forest, in a disorderly group, regardless 
of the nature of the vestigea of their passage left behiod 
them. The native warrior never does thai; usually be 
marches in a line of single files, which has obtained the 
name of Indian file with ua ; and, whenever there are strong 
reasoos far concealing his numbers, it is his practice for 
eaeh succeeding man to follow, as nearly as possible, in the 
footsteps of the warrior who precedes him ; thereby render- 
ing a computation diiEcult, if not impossible. In this man- 
ner our foes had evidently marched { but Susquesus, wbo 
had been busy examining the marks around the spring, the 
whole time we were occupied in burying the dead, gave it 
as his opinion that our enemies could not number less than 
a dozen warriors. This was not very pleasing inlelligencei 
since it would render success in a conflict next to hopeless. 
So, at least, I viewed the matter, though Guerl saw thin^ 
differently. This highly intrepid man could not find it in 
his heart to abandtm the idea of driving foes so ruthless 
out of the country ; and, 1 do believe, he would have faced 
a hundred savages atones when we quitted the spriug. 

The Onondago had no difficulty in fallowing the trail, 
which led us, at first, for some distance in a line towards 
Ravensnest, then made a sudden inclination in the direction 
of the hut. It was probably owing to this circuit, and want 
of settled purpose in the Hurona, that we did not encounter 
them on our advance towards the " bloody spring," as tha 
spot where Traverse waa slain has been sulwequently 
called. 

ItwBfl not longefewe {windonndTCa quits near ooiowb 
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tinil, though, perhaps fortunatelj for us, we did not actually 
Blrike it. Had our moTcment beea diBcoTered, doubtle» lb« 
enemy would have got into our rear, a position in which 
Indians are always most formidablB. As it was, however, 
we possessed (hat gicat advantage ourselves, and pursued 
our way with so much the greater confidence, knowing full 
well that danger was only to be apprehended in our front, 
the quarter on which all our eyes were fixed. 

Although our return-march was swift, it was silent as 
that of a train of mourners. Mourners we were, indeed, for 
it was not possible for human hearts to be so obdurate as to 
feel insensible lo the amount of misery that our late com- 
panions must have suffered, and to the suddenness of their 
fates. No one spoke, and Susquesus had never found us so 
close on his heels as we kept ourselves all that morning. 
The foot of the file-leader was scarcely out of its place, ere 
that of his successor covered the same spot I 

The trail ted us quite close to the hut, which we reached 
as near as might be lo noon. On approaching the calnn, we 
used the utmost caution lest our enemies might then be in it, 
in ambush. The trait did not extend quite to the building, 
however, but diverged in a westerly direction, from a point 
that may have been a hundred yards distant from our habi- 
tation, though in full view of it. Here we found the sigua 
of a gathering of the party into a cluster, and we inferred 
that 8 counsel had been held on the subject of once more 
going to the hut, or of turning aside to pursue some other 
object. Susquesus made a close examination at this spot, 
and gave it as hia opinion, again, that the hosliles must, at 
least, number the dozen he had already mentioned. Leaving 
us lo watch the signs about our dwelling, from covers wo 
took for that purpose, he followed the trail for half a mile, 
in order to make certain it did not approach the log-house 
on its opposite aide. So far from this proving to be the 
case, however, he ascertained that it led off in a straight 
line towards Ravensnest. This was, if anything, more un- 
pleasant news to Guert and myself, than if the Onondago 
nad brought back a confirmation of his first suspicion that 
the Hurons might be waiting for us, in our own temporary 
house. Complaints were useless, however, and we amother* 
ad our apprebenaions as wall as we oould. 
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Susquesus waa not a warrior (o confide entirely in tha 
signs of an open marcli. Experienced woodsmen Tiequenlly 
iefl their traila visible expressly to deceive ; and ihe Onon- 
dago, who personally knew Muss, as Jaap called his pri- 
Boner, was Ailly aware that ho had to deal with b profoundly 
artful foe. Not satisfied with even what he had seen, he 
cautioned us about quitting the cover, except under his 
guidance, and then commenced a mode of approach Ihat 
waa purely Indian, and which, in its way, bad much of the 
merit of [he approaches of more civilized besiegers, by 
means of their entrenchments and zig-zags. Our advance 
was regulated in this way. Each man was (old to select 
the nearest tree that led him towards the hut, and to pass 
JTom the old to the new cover, in as rapid and sudden a 
manner as his agility would allow. By observing this pro- 
caution, and by using great activity, we had got within 
twenty yards of the door of the cabin, in the course of tea 
minutes. Guert could not submit to this slow, and, as he 
called it, unmanly procedure any longer ; but quitting hia 
cover, he now walked straight and steadily to the door of 
the cabin, threw it open, and announced to us that (he plac« 
was empty. Susquesus made another close examination 
around the building, and told us he felt quite certain (hat 
the spot had not been visited since we had ied it that morn- 
ing. That WHS grateful intelligence to us all, since it was 
the only probable clue by which our enemies could have 
learned our return (o the Patent at all. 

The question now arose as to future proceedings. No- 
thing was to be gained by remaining on the property, whilo 
prudence, and the danger of our friends, united to call us 
away. We felt it would be a most hazardous thing (o at- 
tempt reaching Ravensnest ; though wo felt it was a hazard 
we were bound to incur. While the matter vras talked over, 
those among us who bad any appetite, profiled by the halt, 
to dine. An Indian on a war-path, is equally ready to eali 
or to fast ; his powers of endurance, both ways, more espe- 
cially when the food is game, amounting to something won- 
derful. 

While Susquesus, and Jaap,in particular, were performing 
their parts in a very serious manner, in this way, and tbs 
rest of us were picking up a few morsels, more like moD 
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whose moral feeliogs checked their physical propensities, I 
caught a distant glimpse of a man's form, as it glided atnoag 
the trees, at Bome distance from us. Surprise and awe were 
80 strong in me, that I did not speak, but pointed with a 
finger eagerly in the necessary direction, ia order to let the 
Onondago see the same object loo. Susquesus was not alow 
in detecting the stranger, however ; for I think he must have 
seen him, even before he was descried by myself. Instead of 
manifesting any emotion, however, the Onondago did Dot 
even ccaso to eat; but merely nodded iiis head, and muttered, 
" Good — now hear news — Jumper come." 

Sure enough, it was Jumper ; and hia appearance in tlie 
flesh, not only alive, but unhartned, produced a general 
shout among us as be came io, on such a long, loping gait, 
aa usually marked a runner's movenient. Ia a moment he 
was among us, calm, collected, and without motioo. He 
gave no salutation, but sealed himself quietly on a log, 
wailing to be questioned, before he spoke ; impatience being 
a womanly weakness. 

" Jumper, my honest fellow," cried Guert, not without 
emotion, for joy was struggling powerfully with his organs 
of speech, " you are heartily welcome 1 These devils in- 
carnate, the Hurons, have not injured you, at least !" 

Liquor had rendered Jumper's faculties somewhat obtuse, 
in general, though he was now perfectly sober. He gave a 
sort of duli look of recognition at the speaker, and muttered 
his answer in a low, sluggish tone: 

"Plenty Huron," he said; "clearin' full. Pale-face ic 
fort send Jumper with message." 

We should have overwhelmed the fellow with questions, 
had he not unfolded a corner of his calico shirt, and exhi- 
bited several letters, each of which was soon in the hand o'' 
the individual to whom it was addressed. Guert, Dirck, 
and myself, severally got his communication ; while there 
was a fourth, in the handwriting of Herman Mordaunl, that 
bore the superscription of poor Traverse's name. Subse- 
quent events have placed it in my power to give copies of all 
the letters, thus received. My own was in the following 

" My dearest father ia so much occupied, as to deairo aw 
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to write you this note. Mr. Bulstrode sent an express, yeft 
terday, who was bearer of the sad tidings from Ticonderoga. 
He alao announced his own approach ; and we expect hitn, 
in a horse-litter, this evening. Reports are fiying about the 
settlement, that savages have been seen in our own woods. 
1 endeavour to hope that this is only one of those idle ru- 
mours, of which we have had so many, lately. My father 
however, is taking all necessary precautions, and he desires 
me to urge on you the necessity of collecting all your party, 
should you be again at Mooseridge, and of joining us mithout 
delay. We have beai-d of your safety, and gallant conduct, 
through the man sent forward by Mr. Bulstrode ; his master 
baring beard of you all, safe tn a canoe on the lake, the 
night aAer the battle, through a Mr. Lee ; a gentlemaa of 
great eccentricity of character, though, it is said, of much 
talent, with whom papa happens to be acquainted. I trust 
this note will find you at your hut, and that we shall astt 
you all, with the least possible delay. 

"AlCllBKB." 

This, certainly, was not a note to appease the longings 
of a lover; though I had infinite gratification in seeing the 
pretty characters that had been traced hy Anne Mordaunt's 
hand, and of kissing the page over which that band must have 
passed. But, there was a postscript, the part of a letter in 
which a woman is said always to give the clearest insight 
into her true thoughts. It was in these words, viz. : — 

" I see that I have underscored the ' me,' where I speak 
of papa*B desire that /should write to you, in preference to 
another. We have gone through one draadiul scene, in 
company, and, I coofess. Corny, I should leel far happier) 
IT another is to occur, that you, and jfouri, should be with 
us, here, behind the defences of this house, than exposed, oa 
you otherwise might be, in the forest. Come to us, then, I 
repeat, with the least possible delay." 

This postscript alTorded me far more satisfaction than the 
body of the note; and I was quite as ready to comply with 
Aiuekc'a request, as the dear girl, herself, could be to urge 
it. Guert's letter was as follows : — 

" Hr. HordauDl hu oommMKied AniMk» ud nqpteir to 
34 
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write to thoM of your party, with whom he fancies each baa 
the most influeoce, to urge you to come to Savensnest, aa 
■peedily as possible. We have received most melancholy 
news ,* and a panic prevails among the poor people of this 
settlement. We leani that Mr. Bulstrode, accompanied by 
Mr. Worden, is within a few hours' journey of us, and the 
families of the vicinity are coming to us, frightened and 
weeping, I do not know that I feel much alarmed, myself; 
my great dependence is on a merciful Providence ; but, tba 
dread Being od whom I rely, works through human agents; 
and, 1 know of none in whom I can place more confidence, 
than on Guert Tea Eyck. 

•'Mary Wallace." 

>' By St. Nicholas I Corny, these are such summonses as 
a man never hesitates about obeying," cried Guert, risiog, 
nnd beginning to replace his knapsack. " By using gre^ 
diligence, we may reach the Nest, yet, before the famUy 
goes to bed, and make not only them, but ourselves, bo much 
the more comfortable aad secure." 

Guert had a willing auditor, in me; nor was Dirck at aJl 
backward about complying. The letters certainly much 
quickened our impulses ; though, in fact, there remaiaed 
nothing else to do ; unless, indeed, we intended to lie out, 
exposed to all the risks of a vindictive and savage warfare. 
Dirok's letter was from Herman Mordauul ; and it told tlw 
truth in plainer language than it had been related by either 
of the ladies. Here it is. 

" Deab Dibck, — The savages are certainly approaching 
US, my young kinsman ; and it is for the good of ua all lo 
unite our forces. Come in, for God's sake, with your 
whole party, as speedily as possible, I have had scouts out, 
and they have all come in with reports that the signs of 
trails, in the forest, abound. I expect, at least a hundred 
warriors will be upon us, by to-morrow, nnd am making 
my preparations accordingly. In approaching the Nest, I 
would advise you lo enter the ravine north of the house, and 
to keep within its cover until you get lo its southern termi* 
nation. This will bring you within a hundred rods of the 
gate, «nd greatly increase your chances of entering, should 
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we happen to be invested when you cet here. God bleH 
jrou, dear Dirck, and guide you all salely to your friends. 
"Hbsu&n MoBDArirr, 
"Ravensnest, July lHh, 1758." 

Guert and I read this letter hastily, berore we commenced 
our march. Then, abandoning the hut, and all it contained, 
to the mercy of any who might pass thai way, we set off 
for our point of destination, on a quick step, carrying little 
besides our arms, aromunitioD, and the food that was neces- 
sary to assure our strength. 

As before, Trackless led, keeping the Jumper a little on 
his flank; the danger of encountering foes being now con- 
sidered to be greatly increased. It was true, we were still 
in the rear of the party that had conunitted the deeds at 
Mooseridge ; but the Onondago no longer followed its trail; 
pursuing a different course, or one that led directly to bia 



CHAPTER XXVn. 

<■ Mj filheT bad a daughter lov'd a man, 
Aa it might be pcrhipt, wera I a womao, 
I ahoald yam lordahip." 

Tola. 

As the reader must, by this time, hare a pretty accurate 
idea of our manner of marching in the wilderness, I shall 
not dwell on this part of our proceedings any longer. On 
we went, and at a rapid rate, the guide having abandoned 
the common route, which had got to he a pretty visible trail, 
and taking another on which, as it appeared to me, he had 
no other clue than an instinct. Guert had told Susquesus 
of the ravine, and how desirable it was to reach it, getting 
for an answer a quiet nod of the head, and a low ejacula- 
tion. It was understood, however, that we were to approach 
Ifonnu Hoidaunt'i foitrara, by that aveaue. 
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It wu past the turn of the i&y when we qiuttcd Hoose- 
ridge, and Qoae of Os hoped to reach Raveoso^t before 
dark. It fell out, as we expected, night drawing its veil 
over the scene, about half an hour berore Ihe Trackless 
plunged into the northern, or forest-end of the ravine. Thus 
far, we had got no evidence whatever of tbe proximity of 
foee. Our march had been silent, rapid, and watchful, but 
it proved to be perfectly undisturbed. We knew, however, 
that the critical portion of it was still before ub ; aod just as 
tbe sun set, we had made a halt, in order to look to out 
arms. It may now be well to say a word or two on tbs 
subject of the position of Herman Mordaunt's ' garrison,* as 
well as of (he adjacent seulemeat. 1 call Ravensneet tbe 
* garrison,' for th^ is the word which New York custom has 
long applied to the fortress itself, as well as those who de- 
fend it. Some critics pretend there is authority to justir3r 
the practice, and I see by the dictionaries that they aie not 
entirely in the wrong. 

The Nest stood quite half a mile from the nearest point 
of the forest, a belt of trees that fringed the margin, and 
which filled the cavity of Ihe ravine, excepted. Near it, 
and in plain sight, was the heart of the settlement itself, 
which e.\tended, in an east and west direction, fully four 
niles. This area, however, was cleared only in a seltle- 
menl fashion ; having patches of virgin forest scattered 
pretty profusely over its surface. The mill-lot, as Jason's 
purchase was termed, lay at the most distant extremity of 
the view, but, as yet, the axe had not been applied to it. I 
had remarked in my last visit to the place, that^ standing 
before Herman Monlaunt's door, something tike a dozen 
log cabins were to be seen at a time in different parts of the 
settlement, and that this Dumber might have been increased 
*o twenty, by varying (he observer's position. 

Of course, the whole of the open space was more or less 
disfigured by stumps, dead and girdled trees, charred stubs, 
log-heaps, brush, and all the other unseemly accompani. 
meats of the first eight or tea years of (he existence of a 
new settlement. This period, in the history of a country, 
may be likened (o the hobbledehoy condition in ourselves, 
when we have lost the graces of childhood, without havii^ 
attained the finished forms of mail. 
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Herman Monlaunt's aettlement would have beeo thought 
(t stroDg country, in oae sease, Tor a lield fight, had ihero 
been men enough to contend with a hostile party of any 
force. But, I had heard him say that be had but about 
'seventeen rifles aod muskets that could be in the least relied 
on, inasmuch as some of his people were Europeans, and 
had no knowledge of fire-arms, while experience had shown 
that others, on the occurrence of an alarni, invariably ded 
to the woods, with their families, instead of rallying around 
the settlement colours. Such delioquencies usually lake 
place, I believe, on all emergencies ; love of life being even 
a stronger instinct than love of properly. Here and there 
a sturdy fellow, however, would bar himself in, with a de- 
lermination Co go for the whole, under his own baik roof; 
and, occasionally, defences were made that would do credit 
to a hero. 

It should be apparent to thoae who have any accurate 
notion of savage warfare, that the ravine, being, as it was, 
the only wooded spot near Herman Mordaunt's fortreas, 
would be the place of all others moat likely to contain an 
enemy who made his approaches against a garrison, by 
means of natural facilities alone. We were aware of this; 
and Guert, who took an active command among us, as we 
drew neartodanger,issued his commands for every man to be 
on the alert, in order that there might be no confusion. We 
were instructed as to the manner of proceeding the moment 
an alarm was given ; and Guert, who was a capital mimic, 
had previously taught us several calls and rallying signals, 
all of which were good imitations of the cries of diflerent 
tenants of the woods, principally birds. These signals had 
their origin with the red-man, who ol\en resorted lo ihem, 
and were said to be more successfully practised by our own 
hunters and riflemen than even by those with whom they 
originated. 

On entering the ravine, the order of our march waa 
changed. While Susquesus and Jumper were still kept in 
advance, Guerl, Dirck, Jaap and myself nwved abreast, and 
quite close together. The density of the foliage, and the 
deep obscurity that prevailed in the bottom of this dell-like 
hollow, rendered this precaution necessary. It soon berime 
so dark, indeed, that our only guide was the brook thai 
34* 
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gUTgled atong the bottom of the ravine, sod which we knew 
issued into ibe open ground at its lermination, to ji»n a small 
river that meandered through some natural meadows to the 
westward of Ihe Neat, but which, in the language of the 
country, was called a 'creek.' This abuse of good old 
English words, I am sorry to say, is getting to be only too 
common among us ; yet, I have beard Americans boast that 
we speak the language better than the mother country ! That 
we have no class among us that uses an unintelligible dia- 
lect, tike that of Lancashire or Yorkshire, is true enough ; 
and, that we have fewer persons whp use decided vulgarisms, 
IQ the way of false grammar, than is the case in England, 
may be also accurate ; but, it might be well for us to correct 
a great many faults into which we have certainly fallen, be- 
fore we declaim with so much confidence about the purity 
of our English.* To return to the ravine. 

We had gone so far in the hollow, dark dell, as to have 
reached a point where the faint light of the open ground 
and the stars in the firmament became visible to us, when 
we suddenly found ourselves alongside of the Trackless 
and Jumper. These Indians had halted; for their quick, 
jealous, eagie-like glances bad detected the signs of enemies. 
Nor was this discovery very difficult to make, though soma 
pains had actually been taken to conceal what was going 
on in our front. A party of some forty savages, every man 
of whom was in his war-paint, had lighted a fire beneath a 
shelving rock, and were gathered around it at supper. The 
fire had already done its duty, and was now merely smoul- 

* It is Borthem American, to call a, Bmall 'lake' n 'pond,' a smaU 
'riTcr' s 'creek,' eien though it should be an 'outlet,' instead of an 
' inlet,' iLc. &C. It is a more difficult thing than is canimaDlf sup. 
posed, to make two great nntiona, each of wbich is disposed to 
innoTite, speak the same language with precise uniformity. The 
Manhattanese, who have probably fewer of the peculiarities of tha 
inhabitants of a capital than the population of any other town in tha 
world of tour hundred (houiand sools, the consequences of a rapid 
growth, and of a people who have come principally from the country, 
are much addicted to introducing now significations for words, which 
arise from their own profiucial habits. In ManbatUnese parlance, 
for instuice, a 'square' is a 'park,' or, even a 'garden' is a 'park.' 
A promenade, on tbo water, is a ' battery !' It is a pity that, In thia 

^t thooght of alterui; Ihs vtnaglas 
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dering, Hirowing a faint, flickering light on the dark, fierca 
features of the group that was cluatered round. Wq might 
bave approached the spot in any other direction, without 
seeing the danger in time to avoid it ; but a kind Providence 
had carried the two Indians directly to a point where the 
dying embers immediately caught their attention, and where 
they hailed as has been said. 1 do not think we were more 
than forty yards from this fearful band of ssvagea, when 
they first met my eye; and, hardened as I had certainly 
somewhat become, by the service and scenes I had so lately 
gone through, I will confess that my blood was a little chilled 
at the sight. 

Our conference was in whispers. There we stood, huddled 
together beneath a huge oak, the shade of which rendered 
the darkness that formed our only safeguard, so much the 
more intense. So close were we, in fact, that even Jaap's 
body was in absolute contact with my own. Susquesus 
proposed making a dttour, by crossing Ihe brook, which, 
ibrlunately, tumbled down some rodks at this point, making 
a very favourable noise, and thus pass our enemies, who 
would not probably end their meal until wo had time to 
reach the ' garrison.' To this Guert applied his veto. Ho 
was of opinion, and 1 have always thought it was the deci- 
sion ofa man born to he a soldier, that we were exactly in 
the position we might desire to occupy, in order to be of 
great service to (he family, and to slrilce the enemy with a 
panic. By attacking, we should certainly surprise the party 
in our front, and might make such an impression as would 
induce them to ahandon the pettlement. Both Dirck and 
myself coincided in this opinion, which even received the 
support of Jasp's voice. 

" Yes, sah 1 — yes, Masser Corny, now 'o time to wen- 
geance poor Pete f" he muttered, and that rather louder than 
was thought quite prudent. 

As soon as Ihe Trackless found how things were going, 
be and Jumper prepared for the conflict, as coolly as any 
of us. Our arrangements were very simple, and were soon 
made. We were to deliver a single fire from the spot where 
we stood, shout, and charge with the knife and tomahawk. 
Ho time was lo be wasted, however ; and, instead of remain- 
ing Dear the light, small as it was, we wen; to push &a tbs 
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mouth of the ravine, and tlteuce make the best of our way, 

siaely or ia compaay, aa chance should oSet, to the gata 
of Raveusnest. In a oiomeiit we were in open files, and 
bad oil I* orders- 

" Remember Traverse !" said Guert, sternly — " remem- 
ber poor Sam, and all our murlcret frieatal" 

The reader knows that Guert was apt lo be very Dulcb, 
when much excited. We did remember the dead ; and I 
have ofleD thought, but never knew precisely, that each of 
us sacrificed a victim lo ihe manes of our lost compaDJons, 
on that stern occasion. Our rifles rang, or cracked would 
be Ihe better word, almost simultaneously; a yell arose from 
the savages around the fire ; our own shouts mingled with 
that yell, aod forward we went, endeavouring lo make our 
numbers appear as if we were a hundred. 

One retains but very indistinct notions of a charge like 
thai, made as it was, in the dark, beyond Its general cha- 
racteristics. We swept directly among the slaio and 
wounded, and I heard Jaap dealing one or two awful blows 
on the bodies ; but no one opposed us. A momeot after wa 
had passed the smouldering fire, three or four shot were 
discharged at us, but ihere was no sign of their telling oa 
any of our party. The distance from the fire lo the mouth 
of the ravine, might have been a hundred yards ; and ihs 
external light, or lesser darkness may be a better ezpression, 
served us ^r a guide. Thither we pushed, fast as we could* 
though by no means in compact order. 

For this part of the affair, 1 can only speak for myself. 
I saw men moving swiftly among the trees, and 1 supposed 
them to be my companions; but we had become separated* 
it being understood Ihat each man was now to shift for him- 
self. As our rifles were discharged, and there was do lima 
to reload them, there was little use, indeed, in any halt. 
Perceiving this, I did not issue from the ravine at the brook, 
but clinging more to its side, lefl it at a tittle height above 
the level of the adjacent plain. Here 1 paused to load, tba 
cover being good, and the position every way favourable. 
While thus employed, I found time to look around me, and 
to ascertain the situation of things in the setllement, so far 
as the hour and the obscurity would permit. 

Tbs plain was glimmering with the remains of a dozaa 
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large fires, the ruins of so many log-houses ani bams. 
Their light atnouoted to no more than lo render the darUuesa 
of the night distinctly visible, and to afford some small clues 
to the extent of the ravages that had been already committed. 
The house of Ravensnesl, however, was untouched. There 
it stood, looking dark and gloomy ; for, having no external 
windows, no other light was to be seen than a single candle, 
that was probably placed in a loophole as a signal. Pro- 
found stillness reigned in and around the building, producing 
a species of mystery that was, in itself, under such circum- 
stances, an element of force. There was not light enough 
to distinguish objects at any distance, and, having reloaded 
my rifle, I thought it wisest to make the best of my way to 
the gate. At that moment, the stillness in my rear seemed 
to possess something affirmatively fearful about it. 

It was certainly a somewhat hazardous thing to break 
cover, at such a moment, and under such circumstances; 
but it was absolutely necessary to incur its risks. My first 
leap carried me half-way down the declivity, and I was sooa 
(MI the level land. In my front were two men, one of whom 
seemed lo me to be in the grasp of the other. As they were 
moving, though slowly, in the direction of the house, I vea< 
lured to ask ' Who goes there?' 

" Oh, Corny, my lad, is that you ?" answered Guert. 
" Got he praised I you seem unhurt, and are just in time to 
help me along with this Huron, on whom I blundered ia the 
dark, and have disarmed and captured. Give him a kick 
or a push, if you please ; for the fellow holds back like a 
hog." 

I had too much knowledge of Indian vindictiveness, how- 
ever, to adopt the means recommended ; but seizing the 
captive by one arm, while Guert held the other, we ran him 
up to the abbalii that covered the gate of the " garrison," 
with very little difficulty. Here we found Herman Mordaunt 
and a dozen of his people, all armed, ready to receive us. 
They were in espectallon of our appearance, both on account 
of the hour, and on account of the clamour in the ravine, 
which bad been distinctly heard at the house. In less than 
a minute everybody was in, safe and unharmed. The fact 
vas, that our attack had been so sudden as to sweep every- 
thing before it, and the eaemy had not time lo recover firan 
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hia panic, before we vere all anugly housed. Once witbia 
the gate of Raveasnest we ran no risks, beyond those which 
were common to all such log fortresses in the warfare of the 
wldemess. 

It would not be easy for a pen as unskilful as nune, to 
portray the chaege, from the gloom of the ravine, the short 
but bloody assault, the shouts, the rush, and the retreat, of 
the outer world, to the scene of domestic security we found 
within the Nest, embellished, as wos tbe last, by woman's 
loveliness and graces, and, in many respects, by woman's 
elegance. Anneke and her friend received us in a bright, 
cheerful, comfortable apartment, that was rendered so much 
tbe more attractive by their tears and their smiles, neither of 
which were spared, I could see that both had been dread- 
fully agitated ; but joy restored their colour, and brought 
back the smiles to their sweet faces. The situation of the 
place was such, perha)i3, as to render cheerfulness neitber 
very lasting nor very lively ; but the tenderest female caa 
find her heart suddenly so lightened from its burthen of 
apprehensions, as to be able to seem momentarily happy, 
even when environed by the horrors of war. Such, in a 
measure, was the character of the reception we now received, 
together with a thousand thanks for having so promptly 
BOswered their letters in person. The dear creatures had 
the ingenuity not to seem to ascribe that prompt obedience 
to their own requests, which we had manifested, to any cars 
for ourselves, but solely to a wish to oblige and protect them. 
The reader will understand that all explanations still remained 
to be made, on both sides. These soon came, however; 
facts pressing themselves on the attention, at such times, 
wiib a weight that is irresistible. The ice was broken by 
Herman Mordaunt's entering the room, and speaking to us, 
like one who felt that a great omission had t)een made. 

" We had closed the gate, and set the look-out at the 
loops again," he said, " before I ascertained that all your 

Erty is not here. I see nothing of Traverse and his chaia- 
arers, nor of Sam or Tom, your hunters 1 Surely, they 
are not leA behind in the forest 7" 

Neither of us three spoke. Our looks must have told IIm 
sad story, for Herman Mordaunt seemed to undeW'taDd us 
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"Nol" he eoclaimed — "Can it be poasiblel Not aOt 
•urely I" 

"AH, Mr. Mordaunt, even to my poor slave, Petrus," 
answered Guert, Bolemoiy, " They were set upco, wbila 
dispersed, I suppose, and have been murdered, while we wero 
Etill absent, on our expedition." 

The dear girls clasped their hands, and I thought Anneke'a 
pallid lips moved, as if in prayer. Her father shook hia 
head, and for some time he paced tbe room in silence. Then 
rousing himself, like one conscious of the necessity of 
calmness and exertion, he resumed the discourse. 

" Thank God, Mr. Bulstrode reached us safely last eve- 
ning, just afler we despatched the runner ; and he is beyond 
tbe reach of these demons for the present I" 

Afler this we were enabled to converse more connectedly, 
exchanging sucb statements as enabled each party to under- 
stand the precise condition of the other. We were then 
carried to Bulslrode's room, for he had expressed a desire to 
■ee us, as soon as we could be spared. Our fellow-cam- 
paigner received us in good spirits, for one in his situation, 
speaking of the events in front of Ticonderoga sensibly, 
and without any attempt to conceal (be mortification ihal ha 
felt, in common with the whole British empire. His hurt 
was by no means a bad one ; likely to cripple him for a few 
weeks, but the leg was in no danger. 

" I have had the resolution and address. Corny, to work 
my way into good quarters, this unexpected siege excepted," 
he observed to me, when the others had withdrawn, leaving 
us alone. " This rivalry of ours is a generous one, and 
may now have fair play. If we quit this Nest of Hermna 
Mordaunt's without ascertaining the true state of Anneke'g 
ieelings, we shall deserve to be condemned to celibacy for 
the remainder of our days. There never were two such 
opportunities for woomg to advantage I" 

" I confess our situation does not strike me as being quite 
as favourable, Mr. Bulstrode," I answered. " Anneke must 
have too many apprehensions on her own account, and on 
account of others, to be as sensible to the tender sentiments 
of love, aa might be tbe case in the peace and security of 
LiUcsbush." 

" Ah I It it very evident you know nothing of the ftmBle 
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KX, Corny, l>y that remnrk. I will gnot you, that un- 
ivdomI previously, and without an; foundation laid, if I may 
express myself so irreverently, your theory might turn out 
to be true ; but not so under actual circumstances. Here is 
a young lady in her nineteenth }^Br, who knows she is not 
only sought, but has long been sought, ay warmly, ardently 
sought, by two reasonably unobjectionable young men, placed 
in the very situation to have all her senaibilitiea excited, by 
one or the other, and, depend on it, the matter will be deter- 
mined within this blessed week. If I should prove lo be the 
fortunate man, I hope to be able lo manifeat a generous sym- 
pathy ; and, vice versi, I shall expect the same. Though 
this sad, sad business before Ty has been a good prepara- 
tive for humiliation." 

I could not avoid smiling at Bulstrode's singular viowa 
of our suit ; but, as Anneke was ever with me an engross- 
ing theme, spite of our situation, which certainly was not 
particularly appropriate to love, I did not feel equal to quit- 
ting it abruptly. The mailer was consequently pursued. 
As I asked Bulstrode to explain himself, I got from him the 
following account of his theory. 

" Why, I reason in this wise, Corny. Anneke loves one 
of us two, beyond all question. That she loees, I will 
swear; her blushes, her beaming eyes, even her beauty is 
replete with the loveliness of the sentiment. Now, it is not 
possible that she should love any other person than one of 
* us two, for the simple reason that she has no other suitor. 
I shall be frank with you, and confess that I think I am the 
favoured fellow, while, I dare say, you are just as sanguine 
and think it is yourself." 

" I give you my honour, I^ajor Bulstrode, so preauming, 
so improper a thought has never " 

" Yes, yes — I understand all that. You are not worthy 
of Anno Mordaunt'a love, and therefore have never pre- 
sumed to imagine that she could bestow it on such a poor, 
miserable, worthless, good-for-nothing a fellow as yourseIC 
I have a great deal of the same very proper feeling; but, at 
the same time, each of us is quite confident of his own suc- 
cess, or he would have given up the pursuit long since," 

"I do assure you, Bulstrode, anything but c(Hifidettes 
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niingles with my feelings oa this aul^ect. You may han 
reasona for your own security, but I can boast of none." 
- " I haTG DO other than aeir-love, of which every man haa 
a just portion for bis own comfort and peace of mind. I 
say that hope is indispensable to love, and hope is allied to 
confidence. My reasoning on these points is very simple. 
And, now for ihe peculiar advantages we enjoy for bringing 
matters to a crisis. In the first place, I am hurt, yoti will 
understand ; suliering under an hononrable wound, received 
in open battle, fighting for -king and country. Then, 1 
have been brought fresh from the field, on my litter, into 
the presence of my mistress, bearing on my person the evi- 
dence of my risk, and, I hope, of my good conduct. There 
is not one woman in a thousand, if she hesitated between 
us, that would not decide in my favour, on these grouods 
alone. You have no notion, Corny, how the hearts of these 
sweet, gentle, devoted, generous little American girls melt to 
sympathy, and the siSeriogs of a poor wretch that they 
know adores them 1 Make a nurse of a female, and she ia 
yours, nine times out of ten. This has been a master-stroke 
of mine, but I hope you will pardon it. Stratagema are 
excusable in love, as in war." 

" I have no difficulty in understanding your policy, Bul- 
strodej though I confess to some in understanding your 
frankness. Such as it is, however, I trust you feel certain 
it will not be abused. Now, as to my situation, what pe- 
culiar counter vailing advantages do I enjoy V 

" Those of a defender. Oh, that is a battering-ram of 
itself! This confounded assault on (he settlement, which 
they tell me is rather serious, and may keep alive appre- 
hensions for some days yet, is a most unlucky thing for me, 
while it ia of great advantage to you, A wounded man 
cannot excite one-half the interest he otherwise might, when 
there is a chance that others may be slain, every minute. 
Then, the character of a defender is a groat deal; and 
being a generous rival, as 1 have always told you, Corny, 
my advice is to make the most of it. I conceal nothing, 
and intend to do all I can with my wound." 

It was scarcely possible not to laugh at this strangely 
frank, yet, I fully believe, strangely sincere communication j 
for Bulstrode was a humorist, with all his conveatioaalism 
3fl 
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and Loadon nations, and was more addicted to saying pra- 
cisel; what he thought, than is common with men or his 
class. After silting and chatting with him half an hour. 
longer, on the subject of the late military operations, of 
which he spoke with hoth feeling and good sense, I took my 
leave for the nighL 

" God bless you, Corny," he said, squeezing my hand, 
as I leA him; " improve the opportunity in your own way, 
for I assure you I shall do it in mine. It is present vdour 
against past valour. If it were not my own case that is 
concerned, there is not a man living to whom I should more 
freely wish success." 

And I believe Bulstrode did not exceed the truth in his 
declarations. That I should succeed with Auneke, he did 
not think, as was apparent to me by his general manner, 
and the consciousness he must have possessed of his own 
advantages in the way of rank and fortune, as well as in 
having Herman Mordaunt's good wishes. Oddly enough, in 
quitting my rival, and under circumBtances so very peculiar, 1 
was accidentally thrown intothcpresenceof my mistress, and 
that, too, alone 1 Annftke was the sole occupant of the lillle 
room in which the girls habitually staid, when I returned to 
it ; Guert having managed to induce Mary Wallace lo walk 
with him in the court, the only place the ladies now pos- 
sessed for exercise ; while Herman Mordaunt, Mr, Worden, 
and Dirck, were together in the public-room, making some 
arrangement with the confused body of the settlers, who had 
crowded into the Nest, for the night-watch. I shall not stop 
to express the delight I felt at iinding Anneke there ; nor was 
it in any degree diminislied, as I met the sofl expression of 
her sweet eyes, and saw the blushes that suffused her cheek. 
The conversation I had just held, doubtless, had its elTect ; 
for I dele/mined, at once, that so favourable an occasion for 
pressing my suit should not be lost. I was goaded on, if the 
truth must be told, by apprehension of Bulstrode's wound. 

What I said precisely, in the commencement of that in- 
terview, is more than I could record, did I think it would 
redound to my advantage, as I fear ii would not ; but I made 
myself understood, which is more, I fancy, than happens to 
all lovers in such scenes. At first I was confesed and a 
li^le incoherent, I suspect; but feeling so far got tba betla^ 
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of these defects, as to enable me to utter what I msbed to 
express. Towards the end, if I spoke in the least as warmljr 
and distinctly as 1 felt, there must have been some slight 
touch of eloquence about my manner and Isnguage. This 
being the first occasion, too, on which I had ever had an 
opportunity of urging my suit very directly, there was so 
much to be said, so many things to be explained, and so 
many seemingly slighted occasions to account for, that An- 
neke had little else to do, for the first ten minutes, but to listen. 
I have always ascribed the self-possession which my com- 
panion was enabled to command during the remainder of 
this interview, to the lime that was thus accorded her to rally 
her thoughts. 

Dear, precious Anneke ! How admirably did she behave 
that memorable night I It was certainly an extraordinary 
situation in which to speak of love ; yet, I much question 
if the feelings be not more likely to be true and natural at 
such times, than when circumstances admit of more of the 
expedients of every-day life. I could see that my sweet 
listener was touched, from the moment I commenced, and 
that her countenance betrayed a tender interest in what I 
said. Presuming on this, or encouraged by her blushes and 
ber downcast eyes, I ventured to take a hand, and perceived I 
was not repulsed. Then it was that I found words, that 
actually brought tears to my companion's eyea, and Anneke 
was enabled to answer me. 

" This is so unusual — so extraordinary a time to speak 
of such things. Corny," she said, " that I hardly know what 
ought to be my reply. Of one thing, however, I feel cer- 
tain ; persons surrounded as we are by dangers that may, 
at any instant, involve our destruction, have an unusual de- 
mand on them for sincerity, ASectation, I hope, I am never 
much addicted to, and prudery I know you would condemn, 
I have a feeling uppermost, at this instant, that I wish to 
express, yet scarce know how — " 

" Do not suppress it, beloved Anneke; be as generous as 
I am certcin you are sincere." 

" Corny, it is this. I know we are in danger — very 
great danger of being overcome ; captured, perhaps slain, 
by the ruthleas beings who are prowling around our dwell- 
ing, and that no one in this house can count on a nngle day 
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of exwtence eren with the ordinary vain security of man. 
Nowi ahould anything befall you, ader this, and I survive 
you, 1 ihould surriva tor the remainder of my days to mourn 
youi loaa, and to feel the keenest regrets that I had hesitated 
to own how much interest I have loDg felt in -you, and how 
happy I have been with the consciousness of the preference 
that you so fhmkly and honestly avowed in my Ikvour, 
months ago." 

As the tears, aa well a» blusbea of Anneke, accompanied 
these admiastons, it was not posmble for me to doubt what I 
beard. From that moment, a world of confidence, and a 
flaw of pun, Bwaet, stnng, nalural feeling, bound us more 
and more closely together, Guert was in a happy mood to 
detun Mary Wallace, and business greatly befriended me, 
BB reapected the others. More than an hour had I Anne 
Hordauttt all to myself,- and when the heart is open, how 
much can be uttered and understood, on such a subject as 
love, in an hour of uureserved confidence, and of strong 
feeling I Anneke admitted to me, before we separated, that 
she had otlen thought of the chivalrous boy, who had volun- 
teered to do battle in her behalf, when she was little more 
than a child herself, and thought of him as a generous- 
minded girl would be apt- to think of a lad, under the cir- 
cumstances. Thia very early preference had been much 
quickened and increased by the alTair of the lion, and our 
Bubsequent intercourse. Bulstrode, that formidable, eacou- 
raged rival, encouraged by her father if not by herself, had 
never interested her in the least, beyond the feeling natural 
to the affinity of blood ; and I might have spared myself 
many hours of aoxious concern, on his account, could I 
only have seen what was now so unreservedly told to me. 
Poor Bulstrode I a feeling of commiseration came over me, 
as I listened to my companion's assurances that he had 
never in the least touched her heart, while, at the same time, 
blushing very red, she confessed my own power over it. 
An expression to this eflect even escaped her aloud— 

" Have no concern on Mr, Bulstrode's account. Corny," 
Anneke anawered, smiling archly, like one who had well 
weighed the pros and cons of the whole subject, in her own 
mind ; " he may be a little mortified, but his fancy will soon 
be forgotten in rejoicing that he had not yielded to a passing 
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inclinatioa, aod coDDected himself with b }rouiig, inezpe> 
rienced American girl, who is hardly suited to move in the 
circles in which his wife must live — I do believe Mr. Bul- 
Btrode prefers me, just now, lo any other female he may 
happen to know ; but his attachment, if it deserve the name, 
has not the heart in it, dear Corny, that 1 know is to be 
found in your's. We women are said to be quick in disco- 
vering when we are really loved, and I confess that my 
own little experience inclines me to believe that the remark 
doe* us no more than justice." 

I then apoke of Guert, and expressed a hope that his lin- 
oere, obvious, manly devotion, might finally touch her heart, 
and that ny new friend, towards whom, however, I be^an 
aheady to feel as towards an old friend, might finally moet 
with a return for a passion that I was persuaded was aa 
deep and as sincere as my own; a comparison that I fbit 
was-aa strong as any I could make in Guert's behalf. 

" On this subject, you are not to expect me lo say modi. 
Corny," answered Anneke, smiling. " Every woman is the 
mistress of her own secrets on such a subject; and, did I 
know fully Mary Wallace's mind or wishes in reference to 
Mr. Ten £yck, as I do not proiess to know either, I should 
not feel at liberty (o betray her, even to you. I have no 
longer any secret of my own, as respects Corny Littlepage, 
but rmnt not he expected to be as weak in betraying my 
whole sex, as I have been in betra}nng myself!" 

I was obliged to be satisfied with this sweet admission 
and with the knowledge that 1 had been lone loved. When 
Anneke left me, which, at the expiration of more than an 
hour, she insisted on doing, under the consciousness of all 
that had passed between us, I had a good deal of difficulty 
in believing that I was not dreaming. This ecelairciatemefU 
was so sudden, so totally unexpected I fancy to us both, 
that well might it so seem to either ; yet, I fancy we did not 
part without a deep conviction that both were happier than 
when we met. I solemnly declare, notwithstanding, that I felt 
aorrow, almost regret, on behalf of Bulstrode. The poor 
fellow had been so evidently confident of success, only an 
hour or two before, that I could not have acquainted him 
with my own success, had he been up, and able to praler 
35* 
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hm owD suit ; in his actual siluatioD, such & procedure wouM 
have appeared brutal. 

As for Ouert Ten Eyck, he rejoined me sadder and moro 
deBpairing than ever, 

" It struck me, Corajr, that if Mary Wallace had tb» 
smallest inclination in my behalf, she would tnauifest it at a 
moment when we may all be said to be hanging between lifb 
and deaf. 1 have often heard it said that the woman who 
would trifle with a young fellow el a ball, or on a slngh- 
ride, and use him like a dog, while every one was laughing 
■nd making merry, would come round like one of the wea- 
ther-cocks on our Dutch bams, at a shift of the wind, the 
instant that distress or uahappiness alighted on her suitor. 
In other worts, that the very girl who would be capriciona 
and uncertain, in happiness and prosperity, would suddenly 
becoDM tender and truthful, as soon as sorrow touched tho 
man who wished to have her. On the strength of this, then, 
I thought I would urge Mary, to the best of my poor abili- 
ties, and you know they are no great matter. Corny, to g^re 
me only a glimmering of hope ; but without success. Not a 
syllable more could I get out of her than that the time was 
unseasonable to talk of such things ; and I do think I should 
be ready to go end meet these Huron devils, hand to hand, 
were it not for the fact that the very girl who thus remon- 
strated, staid with me quite two hours, listening to what I 
had to Bay, though I spoke of nothing else. There was a 
crumb of comfort in that, lad, or I do not understand human 
nature." 

There was, truly. Still, I could not but compare Anne 
Mordaunt's generous confessions, under the influence of the 
same facts, and fancy that the prospects of the simple- 
minded, warm-hearted, manly young Albanian, were far less 
flattering than my own. 
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CHAPTER SXVUi. 

••Betw»en two world* life hama like ■ itar, 
'Tviit nigbt and mora, upoo the hanzon'a T«rg«; 
Hon lillle do ne know that wbicb we an ! 
How leas what we racy be t The eternal luigs 
or time and title rolls on, and bean afai 
Our bubbles : as the old bunt, new emerge, 
Laahed from the foam of ages; while the gnrtm 
Of empire! heaite bat like eome paiaing wbto. 



It vas now aanouoced by Herman Mordauot in person, 
Ibat the watch waa set for the night, and that each man 
might seek his rest. The crowded state of the Nest waa 
■uch, as Lo render it no easy matter to find a place in which 
to sleep, straw being our only beds. At length we found our 
pallets, such as they were; and, spite ofBll that had passed 
that evening, truth compels me to admit that I was soon in 
a profound sleep. There was no exception to this rule 
among the Mooseridge party, I believe, fatigue proving to 
to be more powerful, than either successful love, unsucceasful 
love, or personal apprehension. 

it waa about three o'clock, when I felt a significant pres- 
sure of the arm, such as one gives when he especially 
wishes lo attract attention. It was Jaj;on Newcome, ein< 
ployed in awakening the men of the house, without giving 
such an alarm as might reach the ears without. In a lew 
minutes everybody was up and armed. 

As the morning, just before the appearance of light, when 
sleep ia heaviest, is the hour when savages usually attack, no 
one was surprised at these preparations, which were undeN 
stood to be ordered by Herman Mordaunt, who was afoot, 
and on the look-oul himself, at a place favourable to obser- 
raiion. In the mean time, we men, three or four-and-twenty 
in all, assembled in the court, in waiting for a summons to 
the gate, or the loop. Jasen had executed his trust so dex- 
terously, that neither female nor child knew anything of 
our movement ; all sleeping, or seeming to sleep in the bo- 
cwity of a peaoefa! bcnne. I took an occasion to ctHo^i* 
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neat the ex-pedagogue and new miller, on the skill he b»d 
■howD ; aod we fell into a low discourse, in consequence. 

" I have been thinking that this warfare may put a new 
&CQ on these settlements, Corny," continued Jason, after 
we bad conversed some little time, " more especially as to 
the titles." 

" I cannot see how they are to be afiected, Mr. Newcome, 
unless the French should happen to conquer the colony, a 
thing not very likely to happen." 

"That's Just it; exactly what I mean, as to principle. 
Have not th^ Hurons conquered this particular settlenienl 1 
I say they have. They are in possession of the whuU of it, 
this house excepted ; and it appears to me that if we ever 
ffot le-possession, it will be by another conquest. Now, 
what I want to know is this — does not conquest give the 
conquerors a right to the conquered territory 1 1 have no 
books here, yet; but I 'm dreadful forgetful, or I have read 
that such is the law." 

I may say that this was the first direct demonstration that 
Jason ever made on the properly of Herman Mordaunt. Since 
that time he has made many D3ore,5ameof whichi, or be who 
may be called on to continue this uarmlive, will probably 
relate ; but I wish to record, here, this as the Grst in a long 
series of attempts which Jason Newcome has practised, in 
order to transfer the fee-simple of tho mill-lot at Ravens- 
nest, from the ownership of those in whom it is vested by 
law, to that of his own humble, but meritorious person. 

I had little time to answer this very singular sort of rea- 
soning; for, just then, Herman Mordaunt appeared among us, 
and gave us serious duty to perform. The explanations with 
which his orders were preceded, were these. As had been 
anticipated, the Indiana had adopted the only means that 
could prove efleclive against such a fortress as the Nest 
without the aid of artillery. They were making their pra- 
parations to set the building on fire, and hod been busy all 
night in collecting a large amount of pine-knots, roots, &c., 
which they had succeeded in piling against the outer logs, 
at the point where one wing touched the cliff, and where tho 
formation of the ground enabled them to approach the build- 
ing without incurring much risk. Their mode ofprooeedinfr 
IS worthy c^ bong related. One of the boldest and moat 
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akilfiil of ifceir number had crept to tbe apot, and poated 
himaelf so close to the logs as to be safe from observation, 
as well as reasonably safe from shot. His ofisociatea had 
then extended to him one end of a long pole, they standing 
below, some on a shelf of the cliff, and tbe rest oa the 
ground ; all being safe Jroni harm so long as Ihey kept does 
to tbeir respective covers. Thus disposad, these children of 
(he forest passed hours in patient toil, in forwarding by 
means of a basket, the knots, and other combustibles, up to 
the warrior, who kept his position close under the building, 
and who piled them in the way most favourable to his object. 

Susquesus had the merit of discovering tbe projected at- 
tempt, the arrangements for which had completely escaped 
the vigilance of the sentinels. It would seem that the Oooo- 
dago, aware of tbe artifices of the red-n«n, and acquainted 
in particular with the personal character of Jeap'a friend, 
Muaa, did not believe the night would go by without some 
serious attempt on the bouse. The aide of the clifi* was 
much the weakest point of the fortress, having no other 
prolectioD than the natural obstacles of the rocks, which 
were not inaccessible, though somewhat dilficuU of ascent, 
3nd the low picketing, already mentioned. Under such 
circumstances, the Indian felt certain tbe assault would be 
made on that side. Placing himself on watch, therefore, he 
discovered the first attempta of the Huroos, but did not let 
ihem be known to Herman Mordauat, until they were 
nearly completed ; his reason for the delay being the impa- 
tience of the pale-faces, which would Dot have suSered the 
enemy to accomplish his object, so far as preparations were 
concerned ; the thing of all others be himself thought to bo 
the moat desirable. By allowing the Htirons to waste their 
lime aod stroigth in making arrangements for an assault that 
was foreseen, and which might be met and defeated, a great 
advantage was obtained ; whereas, by driving tbem prema- 
turely fiwn an artifice they were known to be engaged in, 
they would have noourse to another, and the difiiculty of 
discovery would be added to our other disadvantages. So 
Susquesus reasoned, as was said at the time ; and it is cer- 
tain that so he acted. 

But, the time had come to meet these covert preparation!. 
Herman Mortlsnnt now held a conaullatkn, oa the eulyeet 
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oT our proceedings. The questirai submitted was, whether 
we ought to let the Huroos go aoy further; whether we 
should shoot the adventurous savage who was kaowu still 
to be posted under the logs of the house, and scatter his pile 
of knots, by a sortie ; o^, whether it were wiser to let the 
en^ny proceed to the extremity of actually lighting his fire, 
before we unmasked. Something was to be said in faTOur 
of each plan. By shooting the savage who had made a 
lodgment under our walls, and scattering his pile, we should 
unquestionably defeat the present attempt ; but, in all pro- 
bability, another would be made the succeeding night ; 
whereas, by waiting to the last moment, such an eSbctual 
lepulse might be given to our foes, as would at once termi- 
nate their expedition. 

On consultation, and weighing all the pointa as they 
ofiered, it was decided to adopt the latter policy. But odq 
spot commanded a view of the pile at all, and that was & 
loop, that had been cut only the day before, and which 
looked directly down on the place, . from a projection that 
existed in the second story, and which ran around the whole 
building. These projections were common enough, in the 
architecture of the provinces at that day, being often adopted 
in exposed positions, purposely to afford the means of pro- 
tecting the inferior and external portions of the dwellings. 
The Nest possessed this advantage, though the loops neces- 
aary to complete the arraDgement, had only quite recently 
been cut. At this loop, then, I stationed myself, for a short 
time, watching what was going on below. The night was 
dark, but there was no difficulty in distinguishing the pile 
of knots, which to me seemed several ftet high, besides 
being of some length, or io noting the movements of the 
Indian who had built it. At the moment 1 took my stand 
at the loop, this man was actually engaged in setting fire 
to his combustibles. 

For several minutes Guert and I watched our enemy 
while he was thus employed, for the Huron was obliged to 
proceed with the utmost caution, lest a light prematurely 
shed around should betray him. Me cautiously lighted h» 
knots quite within the pile, having left a place for that pur- 
pose ; and his combustibles were well in flames before the 
latter b^sn to throw their rays to any dialance. We had a 
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quantity of water provided ia the room rrom which we be- 
held all these movemeals, and might al any time hare ex- 
tinguished the fire, by pouring a stream through our loop, 
provided we did not wait too long. But Guert objected to 
' spoiling the sport,' as he called it, insisting that the loga 
of the house would be stow to ignite, and that we might at 
any moment scatter the linots, by a rapid aortie. His wish 
was to lei the enemy proceed in his designs, as far as would 
be at all safe, in order to render his defeat more overwhelm- 
ing. 

Owing to OUT position, directly over his head, we had no 
chance to see the face of the incendiary while he was thiu 
engaged. At length he cast a glance upward, as if to note 
the efiect of the flames, which were beginning to throw their 
forked tongues above the pile, when we both recognised 
Jaap's prisoner, Muss. The sight proved too much for 
Guert's philosophy, and thrusting the muzzle of his riSe 
through the loop, he blazed away at him, without much re- 
gard to aim. This report was a sort of signal for action, 
the whole house, and all the outer world appearing to be iB 
a clamour in an instant. I had no means of seeing Muss, 
but eomo of our look-outs, who had him in view most of the 
time, told me, after all was over, that the fellow seemed 
much astonished at the suddenness of this assault ; that he 
gazed up at the loop an instant, uttered a loud exclamalion, 
then yelled the war-whoop at the top of his voice, and went 
bounding off into the darkness, like a buck put up unex- 
' pectedly from hia lair. The iields all around the Nest 
seemed to be alive with whooping demons. Herman Mor- 
daunt had done little towards embellishing the place ; ana 
stumps were ataudlDg in hundreds all about it, many having 
been left within twenty yards of the buildings. It now 
seemed as if every one of these stumps had an Indian war- 
rior lodged behind it, while bands of them appeared to bo 
leaping about in the gloom, under the rocks. At one time, 
I fancied we must be surrounded by hundreds of these ruth- 
less foes, though 1 now suppose that their numbers wera 
mognifted by iheir activity and their infernal yells. They 
manifested no intention to attack, nevertheless, but ke[d 
•creaming around us in all directions, occoMOoally du- 



D,mi,.=db, Google 



420 lATAKSTOB. 

ahamng * rifle, but, as a whole, wailing the moment wbeti 
the £mes should have done their work. 

Consideriag the fearful circutostancea in which he waa 
placed) Herman Mordaunt was wonderfully collected. For 
myseir, I felt as if 1 had fifty lives to lose, Auneke being 
Uf^nnoat in my thoughts. Tlie females, however, behaved 
uncommooiy well ; making no noise, and using all the self- 
command they could assume, in order not to distract the 
exertions of their husbands and friends. Some of the wives 
of the sturdy settlers, indeed, actually exhibited a species 
of atera courage that would have done credit to soldiers ; 
appearing in the court, armed, and otherwise rendering 
themselves useful. It often happened that women of this 
class, by practising on deer, and wolves, and bears, got to 
be reasonably expert with fire-arms, and did good service 
in attacks on their dwellings. I remarked, in all the com- 
moner class of females, that night, a sort of fierce hostility 
to their savage foes, in whom they doubtless saw only tba 
murderers of children, and wretches who made no distinc- 
tion of sex or age, in pursuing their heartless warfare. 
Many of them appeared like the dams of the inferior ani- 
mals when their young were in danger. 

An interval of ten or fifteen minutes must have occurred 
between the moment when Guert discharged his rifle and 
that in which the battle really began. All this time the fire 
was gathering head, our tardy attempts to extinguish it 
proving a con^Iete failure. But little apprehension was felt 
on this account, however, the flames proving an advantage, 
by casting their light far into the fields, and even below the 
rocks, while they did not reach the court at all ; thus placing 
a portion of the enemy, should they venture to attack, under 
a bright light, while it lelt us in darkness. The only point, 
however, at which we could fear a serious assault, was on 
the side of the rocks, where the court had no other protec- 
tim than the low, but close and tolerably strong picket. 
Fortunately, the formation of the ground on that side pre- 
vented cne who stood on the meadows below from firing into 
the court from any point within the ordinary range of the 
rifle. It was this circumstance thai had determined the site 
of the garrison- 
Such was the state of things when Anneke's own giri 
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come to ask me to go to her mistress, if it were passible fot 
me to quit my station, were it only for a minute. Having 
DO particular duty to perform, there was no impropriety in 
complying with a request which, in itself, was every way so 
grateful to my feelings. Guert was near me at the time, 
and heard what the young negress said ; this induced him to 
inquire if there was no message fbr himself; but, oven at 
that serious moment, Mary Wallace did not releaU She 
had been kinder than oommoa in manner, the previow 
night, as the Albanian had admitted ; but, at ibe same timS) 
she had appeared to distrust her own resolution bo much, as 
even to ^ve less direct encouragement tbaa had actually 
escaped her on previous occasions. 

I fouod Anneko expecting me in that little parlour where 
I had so recently listened to her sweet confessions of tender- 
ness the evening before. She was alone, the instinct of her 
sex teaching her the expediency of having no witness of the 
feelings and language that might escape two hearts that 
were united as were ours, under circumstances so trying. 
The dear girl was pale as death when I entered ; she had 
doubtless been thinking of the approaching conflict, and of 
what might be its frightful consequences ; but, my presence 
inslBQtly caused her face to be suffused with blushes, it be- 
ing impossible for her sensitive mind not to revert to what 
had so lately occurred. This truth to the instinctive princi- 
ple of her nature could hardly be extinguished in woman, 
even at the stake itself. Notwithstanding the liveliness and 
varying character of her feelings, Anneke was the first to 
speak. 

" I have sent for you. Corny," she said, laying a hand on 
iier heart, as if to quiet its throbbings, " to say one word in 
the way of caution — I hope it is not wrong." 

" You can do noihing wrong, beloved Anneke," I an- 
swered ; " or, nothing that would seem so in my eyes. Be 
not thus agitated. Your fears have increased the danger, 
which we consider as trifling. The riaks Guert, Dirck, and 
myself have already run, are tenfold those which now beset 
us." 

The dear girl submitted to have an arm of mine passed 
around her waist, when her head dropped on my breast, 
and she ImrBt into tears. £uabled by Uiis relief tu «ommand 
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her leelinffs & little, it was not longere Anneke Taised herself 
from tlie eadearing embrace I felt impelled to give her, 
though still permitling me to hold both her hands ; and she 
looked up into my fac«, with the full confidence of aflection, 
renewiag I he discourse. 

" i could not aufier you to engage in thia terrible scene, 
Corny," she said, without one word, one look, or.e sign of 
the interest I feel in you. My dear, dear father has heard 
all ; and, though disappointed, he does not disapprove. You 
know how warmly he has wished Mr. Bulstrode for a son, 
and can excuse that preference ; but fae desired me, not ten 
minutes since, as he letl me, after giving me a kiss and his 
blessing, to send for you, and to say that he shall hereafter 
look upon you as my and his choice. Heaven alone knows 
whether we are to be permitted to nwet again, dear Corny; 
but, should that never be granted us, I feel it will relieve 
your mind to know that we shall meet as the members of 
one family." 

" We are the only children of our parents, Anneke, and 
our union will gladden their hearts almost as much as it can 
gladden our own." 

" I have thought of (his, already. I shall have a tnotber, 
now ; a blessing I hardly ever knew !" 

"And one that will dearly, dearly love you, as I know 
by her own opinions, again and again ezpn^sed in my pre- 

" Thank you, Corny — and thanks to that respected parent, 
loo. Now, go, Corny ; I am fearful this seltish gratification 
only adds to the danger of the house — go ; I will pray for 
your safety." 

" One word, dearest ; — poor Guert ! — You cannot know 
how disappointed he is, that I alone should be summoned 
here, at such a moment." 

Anneke seemed thoughtful, and it struck me she waa a 
little distressed. 

" What can I do to alter this?" she said, alter a short 
pause. "A woman's judgment and her feelings may not 
impel her the same way ; then Mary Wallace is a girl who 
appreciates propriety so highly I" 

" I understand you, Anneke. But, Guert is of so noble 
a disposition, and acknowledges all his defects so meekly. 
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and vith so much caodour ! Man caDDot love wtnnan bet 
ter than he loves Mary Wallace. Her extreme prudeace is 
a virlue, in hia eyes, even while he auflbra by it." 

" I cannot change Mary Wallace's nature. Corny," saill 
Anneke, smiling sadly, and, as I fancied, in a way lEiat said 
' were it I, the virtues of Guert should soon outweigh hia 
defects ;' " but Mary will be Maiy, and we must submiL 
Perhaps to-morrow may bring her waveiing mind to some- 
thing like decision; for these late events have proved greatly 
Mr. Ten Eyck's friends. But Mary is an orphan, and pru- 
dence has been taught her as her great protection. Now, 
go, Corny, leat you be missed." 

The dear girl parted fmin me hurriedly, but not without 
strong manifestation of feeling. I folded her to my heart; 
that being no moment for ablations or conventional dis- 
tance ; and 1 know / was, while I trusted Anneke might be, 
none the less happy for remembering we had exchanged these 
proofs of mutual attachment. 

Just as I reached ihe court, I heard a yell without, which 
my experience before Ty had taught me was the whoop the 
HuroDS give when they attack. A rattling fire succeeded, 
and we were instantly engaged in a hot conflict. Our people 
fought under one advantage, which more than counter- 
balanced the disadvantage of their interiorily in numbers. 
While two sides of the buildings, including that of the 
meadows, or the one on which an assault could alone be 
successful, were in bright light, the court still remained 
sufficiently dark to answer all the purposes of defence, i We 
could see each other, but could not be distinguished at any 
distance. Our persons, when seen from without, must 
have been confounded, too, with the having shadows of the 
pickets. 

As I approached the pickets, through the openings of 
which our people were already keeping up a dropping tire 
on the dark-looking demons who were leaping about on the 
meadows below, I learned from Herman Mordaunt, himself, 
who received me by an afiectionate squeeze of the hand, 
that a large body of the enemy was collected directly under 
the rocks, and that Guert had assumed the duty of dislodg- 
ing them. He had taken with him, on this service, Dirck, 
Taiq>, and three or four mora of the best roeiii including both 
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of our lodiaas. Tbe manner ia which be proposed to eSbct 
' thii otgect was bold, and like tlie character of the leader o£ 
the party. As so much depended on it, and on its success, 
1 will explain a few of its more essential details. 

The front of the home ranged north and south, focing 
westward. The two wings, consequently, extended east 
and wesL Tbe fire had been built at the Tei^ of the cliff, 
and at the ncxth-east angle of tbe building. This placed the 
north and east sides of the square in light, while it lefl the 
west and south in deep darkness. The gate opening to tbe 
west, it was not a very hopeless thing to believe it practi- 
cable to lead a small party round the eouth-west angle of 
the house, to the vei^e of the cliff, where the formation of 
tbe grouiul would allow of a volley's being given upon those 
lavagea who were believed to be making a lodgment directly 
beneath our [sckets, with a viev of seizing a favourable 
moment to scale them. On tbis errand, then, Herman Hor- 
daunt now gave me to understand ray friends had gone. 

" Who guards the gate, the while 1" I asked, almost ia- 
^nctive'y. 

" Mr. Worden, and your old acquainlaoce and my new 
tenant, Newcome. They are both armed, for a parson will 
not only fight the battles of the spirit, but he will fight 
those of the field, when concerned. Mr. Worden has shown 
himself a man in all this business." 

Without replying, I letl Herman Mordaunt, and proceed- 
ed to the gate myself, since there was little to be done in tbe 
court, TAere we were strong enough ; stronger, perhaps, 
than was necessary ; but I greatly distrusted Guert'a scheme, 
the guard at the gate, and most of all the fire. 

I was soon at Mr. Worden's side. There the reverend 
gentleman was, sure enough, with Jason Newcome at hia 
elbow. Their duty was to keep the gate in that precise con- 
dition in which it could be barred, or unbarred, at the short- 
est notice, as friends or foes might seek admission. Tbe 
parties appeared to be fully aware of tbe importance of the 
trust they filled, and I asked permission to pass out. My 
first object was the fire, for it struck me Herman Mordaunt 
felt too much confidence in his means of extinguishing it, 
and that our security had been selected in that quarter. I 
waa no sooner outside the bmUiofp, thorabre, tbaji I tuned 
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to steal along the wall to the northwest comer, when akuM 
I could get a view of the dangerous pile. 

The brightness of the glare that was gleamiog over th« 
fields and slumps, that came within the compass of the light 
from the fire, added to tay security by the coolrast, though 
it did not tell well for that particular source of danger. The 
dark stumps, many of which were charred by the fires of 
the clearing, and were absolutely black, seemed to oe danc- 
ing about in the fields, under the waving light, and twice 1 
paused to meet imaginary savages era I had gained the corner 
of the house. . Each alarm, however, was idle, and I suc- 
ceeded in obtaining the deured view. Not only were iha 
knots burning fiercely, but a large sheet of flame was cling* 
iug to the logs of the house, menacing us with a speedy 
conflagration. The danger would have been greater, but a 
thunder-shower had passed over the settlement only an hour 
before we were alarmed, and coming from the north, all 
that side of the house had been well drenched with raiifc 
This occurred afier ' Muss' had commenced his pile, or ha 
might have chosen another side of the building. The deep 
obscurity of that gust, however, was probably oae of tlu 
means of his success. He must have been at work during 
the whole continuance of the storm. 

I was not absent from the gate two minutes. That brief 
space was sufficient for my first purpose. I now desired 
Jason to enter the court, and to tell Herman Mordaunt not 
to delay a moment in applying the means for extinguishing 
the flames. There was greater danger from them than there 
possibly could be from any other attack upon the pickets, 
made in the darkness of the morning, Jason was cool by 
temperament, and he was a good agent to be employed on 
such a duty. Promising to be quick, be leil us, and I turn- 
ed my face towards Guert and his party. As yet, nothing 
had been heard of the last. This very silence was a source 
of alarm, though it was difficult to imagine the adventurer 
had met with an enemy, since such a collision must have 
been somewhat noisy. A few scattering shot, all of which 
came from the west side of the buildings, and the flickering 
light of the fire, were the only intenuptions to the otherwise 
death-like calm of the hour. 

The same success attended tne in leachiiig the wiuth-west 
36* 

;... ...Gooylc 



420 aATAHSTOB. 

aa in reft^in^ the north-west angle of the house. To me, 
it seemed as if the ssTBges had entirely abandoned the fields 
in my Ticinity. When 1 took my stand at this corner of Iho 
building, I founJ ail its southern aide in obscurity, though 
BUfficibnt light was gieaming over the raeadowa to render the 
ragged edgea of the cliS* visible in that direction. I looked 
along the Tog walls lo this streak of light, but could see no 
signs of my friends. I was certain they were not under the 
house, and began to apprehend some serious indiscretion on 
the part of the bold Albanian. While engaged in endeavour- 
ing to get a clue to Guert's movemeDts, by devouring every 
dark object I could perceive with my eyes, I felt an elbow 
touched lightly, and saw a savage in his half-naked, fighting 
attire, at my side. I could see enough to ascertain this, but 
could not distinguish faces. I was feeling for my hunting- 
knife, when the Trackless's voice stayed my hand. 

" He wrong" — said the Onondago, with emphasis. " Head 
loo young — hand good — heart good — head very bad. Too 
much fire — dark here — much better." 

This characteristic criticism on poor Guert's conduct, 
■erved to tell the whole story. GuerC had put himself in 
a position in which the Onondago had refused lo remain ; in 
other words, he had gone to the verge of the cliff, where he 
was exposed to the light of the fire, and where he v«b ne- 
cessarily in danger of being seen. Still, no signs of him 
were visible, and I was on the point of moving along the 
south side of the building, to the margin of the rocks, when 
the Trackless again touched my arm, and said " There !" 

There our party was, sure enough I It had managed to 
reach the verge of the rocks at a salient point, which placed 
ihem in an admirable position for raking the enemy, who 
were supposed to be climbing to the pickets, with a view to 
a sudden spring, but at a dangerous distance from the build- 
ings. The darkness had been the means of their reaching 
that poini, which was about a hundred yards from the spot 
where I had expected to find Ihem, and admirably placed 
for the intended object. The whole procedure was so much 
like Guert's character, that I could not but admire its bold- 
ness, while I condemned its imprudence. There was, how- 
ever, no time to join the parly, or to warn iu leader of th» 
risks he ran. We, who stood so far in the rear, coald mm 
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Bod fblly appredate all the danger, while he probably ^it- - 
not. There the whole party of them stood, plainly though 
darkly drawn in high relief, against the light beyond, each 
poising his rifle and making his disposiliona for the volley. 
Guert was nearest to the verge of the rooks, actually bend- 
ing over them ; Dirck was close at his aide; Jaap just bo- 
hind Dirck i Jumper close at Jaap's elbow ; and four of the 
settlers, bold and hardy men, behind the Oneida. 

I could scarcely breathe, for painful expectation, when I 
saw Guert and his companions thus rising from the earth, 
bringing their entire figures in front of the back-ground of 
light. I could have called out to warn them of the danger 
they ran ; but it would have done no good, nor was there 
time for remonstrances. Guert must have felt he occupied a 
dangerous position, and what he did was done very promptly. 
Ten seconds after I saw the dark forms, all their rifles were 
discharged, as it might be at a single crack. One instant 
passed, in death-like stillness, through all the fields, and in 
the court ; then came a volley from among the stumps at a 
little distance from our side of the building, and the adven- 
turcrs on the rocks, or those that could, rushed towards the 
gate. Two of the settlers, however, and the Oneida, I saw 
fall, myself The last actually leaped upward, into the air, 
and went down the cliff. But Guert, Dirck, Jaap, and the 
other two settlers, had moved away. It was at that moment 
that my ears were filled with such yells as I had not sup- 
posed the human throat could raise, and all the fields on our 
side of the house seemed alive with savages. To render the 
scene more appalling, that was the precise instant when the 
water, previously provided by Herman Mordaunt, fell upon 
the flames, and the light vanished, almost as one estin- 
guiahes a candle. But for this providential coincidence, 
there was scarce a chance for the escape of one of the ad- 
venturers. As it was, rifle followed rifle, from among the 
slumps, though it was no longer with any certain aim. 

The battle had now become a miUe. The savages went 
leaping and whooping forward in the darkness, and heavy 
blows were given and taken. Guert's cleor, manly voice 
was heard, rising above the clamour, encouraging his com- 
panions to press through the throng of their assailants, ia 
tones full of confidence. Both the Trackless and myidT 
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diacba^ed our rifles at the foreiquMt of the Huroiu, and 
each certainly brought down his man ; but it was not easy 
to see what we could do nest. To stand aloof and see my 
friends borne down by numbers was impossible, however, 
and Susquesua and myself fell upon the enemy's rear. This 
charge of ours had the appearance of a sortie, and it pro- 
duced a decided eSect on the result, opening a passage by 
which Dirck and the two settlers issued from the throng, 
and joined us. This was no sooner done, than we all had 
to stand at bay, retreating litlle by litUe,as we could. The 
result would still have been doubtful, even atler we had suc- 
ceeded in reaching the south-western angle of the building, 
had it not been for a forward movement on the part of Her- 
man Mordaunt, at the head of half-a-dozen of his settlers. 
This reinforcement came into the eiflair with loaded rifles, 
and a single discharge, given as soon as we were in a line 
with our friends, caused our assailants to vanish, as suddenly 
as they had appeared. On reSecting on the circumalancea 
of that awful njght, in afier-Iife, I have thought that the 
force in the rear of the Hurona began to melt away, even 
before Herman Mordaunt's support was received, leaving 
their front weak and unsustained. At any rate, the enemy 
fled to their covers, as has just been related, and we entered 
the ^le in a body, closing and barring it, as soon as possible. 

I can scarcely describe the change that bad come over 
the appearance of things in that eventful night. The fire 
was eztinguiahed, even to the embers, and deep darkness 
bad succeeded to the glimmering, waving red light of the 
flames. The yells, and whoops, and screams, and shouts, 
for our men had frequently thrown back the defiance of their 
foes in cheers, were done ; a stillness as profouud as that of 
the grave reigning over the whole place. The wounded 
seemed ashamed even lo groan ; but our hurt, of whom 
there were four, went into the house to be cared for, stem 
and silent. No enemy was any longer to be apprehended 
beneath the pickets, for the streak of morning was just ap- 
pearing above the forest, in the east, and Indians rarely 
attack under the light of day. In a word, that night, at 
least, was passed, and we were yet protected by Providence. 

Herman Mordaunt now bethought him of ascertaioing bis 
pecise situation, tba eztud of his own loss, az^ as fin as 
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poamble, of Ihst which we had inflicted on the enemy. Oueit 
was called for, to aid in this inquiry, but no Guert-waa to 
be found 1 Jeap, too, was absent. A muster was had, and 
then it wae found that Guert Ten Byck, Joap Satanstoe, 
Gilbert Davis, and Moses Mudge were all wanting. The 
Jumper, too, did not appear ; but I accounted for him, and 
for the two settlers named, having actually seen them fall. 
Day returned to us slowly, while agitated by the efiect of 
these discovenes ; but it brought no relief. We spon ven- 
tured to re-open the gates, knowing no Indian would remain 
very near the building, while it was light j and, having ex> 
amined all the dangerous covers, we passed outside the court 
with confidence, in quest of the bodies of our friends. Not 
an Indian was seen. Jumper excepted. The Oneida lay at 
the foot of the rocks, dead, and scalped ; as did Davis and 
Madge on the summit. Everything else human had dis* 
appeared. Dirck was confident that six or seven of the 
Hurons fell by the volley from the clifi^ but the bodies had 
been carried off. As to Guert and Jaap, no traces of tbem 
remained, dead or alive. 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

" EBm looked an man; a &ce with vacuil eye. 

On aihnj a token withont knowing nbat g 
She uw tiiem natdi her nilhout asking why. 

And reck'd not who arouad ber pillow aat ; 
Not ipeechlau, thoDgh she apoka not ; not a sigh 

Believed h«T iboagtiti : dull olence and quick chat 
Were tried in vain by by Ihow who serred ; she gavo 
No ngn, rave breath, of llRTing loll the graTe." 

It was a most painful moment to me, when Herman Mcr- 
dauDt, an hour after all these facts were established, came 
to summon me to the preseuce of Anneke and Mary Wal- 
lace. One gleam of joy, one ray of the sunshine of th» 
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heart, .shone on Anoeke'a sweet counteiumce as she saw me 
unhanned eater the room, but it quickly disappearecl in the 
■atroag sympathy she felt for the Hufleriags of her friend. 
As for Mary Wallace, death itsoif could hardly have lefl 
her more colourless, or with features more firmly impressed 
with the expression of meutaL sufleriog. Anneke was the 
first to speak. 

" God be praised that this dreadful night is pasaed, and 
you and my dearest tather are spared I" the precious girl 
said, with fervour, pressing the hand that had taken one of 
hera, in both her own. " For this much, at least, we can 
be grateful ; would I could add for the safety of us all [" 

" Tell me the worst at once, Mr. Littlepage," added Mary 
Wallace ; " 1 can bear anything better than uncertainty. Mr, 
Mordaunl says that you know the facts better than any one 
else, and that you must relate them. Speak, then, though 
it break my heart to hear it I — is he killed V 

" 1 hope, through Heaven's mercy, not. Indeed, I think 
not J though I fear he must be a prisoner." 

"Thank you for that, dear, dear Mr. Littlepage 1 Ohl 
Thank you for that, from the bottom of my heart. But 
may they not torture him ? Do not these Hurona torture 
their prisoners T Conceal nothing from me, Corny; you 
cannot imagine how much seif-command I have, and bow 
well I can behave. Oh [ conceal nothing." 

Poor girl I At (he very moment she was boasting of her 
fortitude and ability to endure, her whole frame was trenw 
bling from head to foot, her face was of the hue of death, 
and the smile with which she spoke was frightfully haggard. 
That pent-up passion, which had so long struggled with her 
prudence, could no longer be suppressed. That she really 
loved Guert, and that her love would prove stronger than 
her discretion, I had not doubted, now, for some months; 
Init, never having before wilnesacii the strength of any feel- 
ing that had been so long and so painfully suppressed, I con- 
less that this exhibition of a suffering so intense, in a bein^ 
BO delicate, so excellent, and so lovely, almost unmanned 
me. I look Mary Wallace's hand and led her to a chair, 
•carce knowing what to say to relieve her mind. All UuB 
tune, her eye never turned from mine, aa if she hoped to 
learn the truth hy the aid of the sense of sight alone. How 
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anxious, jealous, distrustful, and yet beseeching waa thai 
gMsl 

" Will he be tortured 1" She rather whispered huskily, 
than asked aloud. 

" I trust, by God's metcy, not. They have taken my 
slave, Jaap, also ; and it is far more probable that he would 
be the victim, in such a ease, than Mr. Ten Eyck " 

"Why do you call him Mr. Ten Eyck? You have al- 
ways called him Guerl, of late — you are his friend — you 
think well of him — you cannot be less his friend, now that 
he is miserable, than when he was happy, and the pcide of 
all human eyes, in his strength and manly beauty 1'* 

" Dear Miss Wallace, compose yourself, I do entreat of 
you — no one will cling to Guert longer than I." 

"Yes; I have always thought this — always _/eI( this. 
Guert cannot be low, or mean in his sentiments, while an 
educated gentleman, like Corny Lilllepage, is his friend. 
I have written to my aunt, and we must not be too hasty in 
our judgments. The spirit and follies of youth will soon 
be over, and then we shall see a shining character in Guert 
Ten Eyck. Is not this true, AnnekeT' 

Anneke knelt at the side of her friend, folded her in her 
arms, drew the quivering head down upon her own sympa- 
thizing bosom, and held it there a moment, in the very atti- 
tude of protecting, solacing love. ARer a brief pause, Ma- 
ry Wallace burst into tears, and I have ever thought that 
that relief, under God's mercy, saved her reason. In a l^w 
minutes, the sufferer became more calm, when she retired 
into herself, as was her wont, leaving Anneke and me to 
discuss the subject. 

After turning all the chances and probabilities in our 
minds, I promised my companions not to lose a moment, hut 
to use immediate means of ascertaining all that could be 
ascertained, in Guert's behalf, and of doing everything that 
could be done, to save him, 

*'You will not deceive me, Coroy," whispered Mary Wal- 
lace, pressing my hand at leave-taking, in both her own. 
" I know 1 can depend on you, for he boaiU of being your 

Aoneke's painful smile added force to this request, and I 
tore myself away unwilling to quit such a auSbrei, yet ui^ 
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kUs to reniaiD, Herman MordauDt wns aeen couverung 
with Susquesus, in the court, and I joined him at once, de- 
termined to lose no time. 

" I waa speaking to the Trackless on this very subject,"* 
answered funnan Mordauni, ss soon as I had explained mi 
purpose, " and am now waiting for bis answer. Do yoii 
think it, then, safe to send a messenger out to the Hurons, 
in order to inquire alter our friends, and to treat with 
them I" 

"No send? — Why not T" returned the Indian. "Red 
man glad to see messenger. Go when he wantj coma 
back when be want. How can make bargain, if scalp mes 
■engerl" 

I had heard that the most savage tribes respected a mes- 
senger ; and, indeed, the necessity of so doing was, of itself, 
a sort of security that such must be the case. It was true, 
that the bearer of a flag might be in more danger, on such 
an errand, than would be the case in a camp of civilised 
men ; but these Canada-Indians had been long serving with 
the French, and their chiefs, beyond a question, had ob- 
tained some of the notions of pale-face warfare. Without 
much reflection, therefore, and under an impulse in behalf 
of my friend, and my slave — for Jaap's fate was of lively 
interest with me — 1 volunteered to bear a 6ag myself. 
Herman Mordaunt shook his head, and seemed reluctant to 
comply, 

"Anneke would hardly pardon me for consenting to that," 
be answered. " You must remember, now, Corny, that s 
very tender and sensitive heart is bound up in you, and 
you must no longer act like a thoughtless, single man. It 
would be far better to send this Onondaga, if he will agree 
to go. He understands the red men, and will be able to 
interpret the omens with more certainty, than any of ua. 
What say you, Susquesus ; will you be e. messenger to the 
Hurons 1" 

" Sartain ;— why no go, if he want ? Good to be messen- 
ger, sometime. Where wampum — what tell him?" 

Thus encouraged, we deliberated together, and soon Jiad 
Susqueaua in readiness to depart. As for the Indian, he laid 
aside all his arms, washed the war.paint from his face, put 
a calico shirt over bis shoulders, and assumed the guiae of 
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peaoe. We gave him a small, white flag to carry, fedtag 
cerlain that the Huron chiefs must underaland its meaaiog; 
and thinking it might be belter, in benriag a message from 
pale-faces, that he who carried it ehould have h. pale-faoo 
symbol of his errand. Susquesua found some wampum, too; 
having as much faith ia that, probably, as in aoylhiag else. 
He then set forth, being charged to offer liberal' raasom to 
the Hurons, for the living, uninjured bodies of Guert Ten 
£yck and Jaap Satanstoe. 

We entertained no doubt that the enemy would be found 
in the ravine, for that was the point, in every respect, most 
favourable to the operations of the siege ; being near Iba 
house, having a perfect cover, possessing water, wood, and 
other conveniences. From that point the Nest could be 
watched, and any favourable chance Improved. Thither, 
then, Susquesus was told to proceed j though it was not 
thought advisable to fetter one so shrewd, with too many 
instructions. Severe! of us accompanied the Onondago to the 
gate, and saw him moving across the fields, towards tba 
wood, in his usual loping trot, A bird could scarcely have 
flown more directly to its otgect. 

The half-hour that succeeded the disappearance of Sub< 
quesus, in the mouth of the ravine, was one of intensely 
painful Buspense. We all remained without the gate, wait- 
ing the result, includitig Dirck, Mr. Worden, Jason, and 
half-a-dozcn of the settlers. At length the Onondago re- 
appeared; and, M our great joy, a group Ibllowed him, in 
which were both the prisoners. The last were bound, but 
able to walk. This parly might have contained a dozen of 
the enemy, all of wham were armed. It moved slowly ont 
of the ravine, and ascended to the fields that were on B level 
with the house, halting when about four hundred yards frrnn 
' us. Seeing this movement, we counted out exactly the 
same number of men, and went forward, halting at a dis- 
tance of two hundred yards from the Indians. Here wo 
wailed for our messenger, who continued on, allor the 
Hurons had come to a stand. Thus far everything looked 
propitious. 

t' Do you bring us good news?" Herman Mordaunt eagerly 
&«lLed. " Are otir friends unburtt" 
37 
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" Got scalp — no hurt — take prisoner — jump on 'em, teo» 
two, six — cotch 'em, then. Open eyes ; you see," 

*' And the Hurons — do they seem inclined to accept tha 
lansom T Rum, rifle, blanliet and powder; you oflered all, 
I hope, SusquesuB?" 

"Sartain. No forget ; that bad. Say take all that ; some 
more, too." 

" And they have coroe to treat with us "i What are we to 
do, now, Susquesusi" 

" Put down rifle — go near and talk. You go— priest go^ 
young chief go — that t'ree. Then t'ree warrior lay down 
rifle, come talk, too. Prisoner waiL All good." 

This was sufficiently intelligible, and believing that any- 
thing like hesitation might make the condition of Guert 
desperate, we prepared to comply. I could see that tha 
Rev, Mr. Worden had no great relish for the business, but 
was ashamed to hang back when he saw Herman Mordaunt 
cheerfully advancing to the interview. We three were met 
by as many Hurons, among whom was Jaap's friend 'Muss,' 
who was evidently the leading person of the party. Guerl 
and Jaap were held, bound, about a hundred yards in the 
rear, but near enough to be spoken to, by rai^ng the voice. 
Guert was in his shirt and breeches, with his head uncover- 
ed, his fine curly hair blowing about in the wind, and I 
thought I saw some signs of blood on his linen. This might 
be his own, or it might have come from an enemy. I called 
to him, therefore, inquiring how he did, and whether he were 
hurt. 

" Nothing to speak of, Corny, I thank you," was the 
cheerful answer; "these red gentlemen have had me tied to 
a tree, and have been seeing how near they could hurl their 
tomabawks without hitting. This is one of their customary 
amusements, and I have got a scratch or two in the spoi^. 
I hope the ladies are in good spirits, and do not let the bum- 
neaa of last night distress them." 

" There is blessed news for you, Guert — Susquesus, ask 
these chiefs if I may go near my friend to give him one 
word of consolation — on my honour, no attempt to releaaa 
him will be made by me, until I return here." 

I spoke earnestly, and the Onondago interpreted what I 
Iwd said into the language of the Huruna. I had made itm 
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somewhat hardy re<]Qe3t, under an impulse thai I found un- 
governable, and was surprised, as well as pleased, to find it 
granted. These savages confided in my word, and trusted 
to my booour with a stately delicacy that might have done 
credit to the manners of civilized kings, giving themselves 
no apparent concern about ray movements, although they 
occurred in their own rear. It was too late to retract, and, 
leaving Herman Mordaunt endeavouring to drive a bargain 
with Muss and his two companions, I proceeded, uncon- 
cerned myself, baldly towards the armed men who held 
Guert and Jaap prisoners. I thought my approach did 
cause a slight movement among these savages, and there 
was a question and answer passed between them and their 
leaders. The latter said but a word or two, but these were 
uttered authoritatively, and with a commanding toss of a 
hand. Brief as they were, they answered the purpose, and 
I was neither meleated nor spoken to, during the short in- 
terview I had with my friend. 

" God bless you. Corny, for this I" Guert cried with feel- 
ing, as I warmly shook his hand, "It requires a warm 
heart, and a hold one too, to lead a man into this ' lion's 
den.' Stay but a moment, lest some evil come of it, I beg 
of you. This squeeze of the hand is worth an estate to a 
man in my situation ; but remember Anneke. Ah I Corny, 
my dear friend, 1 could be happy even here, did I know that 
Hary Wallace grieved for me!" 

<*Then be happy, Guert. My solo object in venturing 
bere, was to tell you to hope everything in that quarter. 
There will be no longer any coyness, any hesitation, any 
misgivings, when you shall be once restored to us." 

" Mr. Littlepage, you would not trifle with the feelings of 
a miserable captive, hanging between torture and death, as 
is my present case 1 1 can hardly credit my senses ; yet, 
you would not mock me !" 

*' Believe all I say — nay, all you viitk, OuerL It is sel- 
dom that woman loves as the loves, and this I swear to you. 
I go now, only to aid Herman Mordaunt in bringing yoa 
where your own ears shall hear such proofs of what I ny* 
as have been uttered in mine." 

Guert made no answer, but I could see he was pioIbundlT 
■fleeted. I equeexed lus band, and we ported, in tbe fiiU 
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hope, on my sale at least, that the Beparatkm would be akort. 
I have reason to think Guert shed tears ; for, oa looking 
back, I perceived hia face turned away from those who were 
Dearest to him. 1 had but a Eingle glance at Jeap. My 
fellow stood a little in the rear, as became his colour; but 
he watched my counteaaDce with the vigilance of a cat. I 
thought it best not to speak to him, though 1 gave him a 
secret sign of encouragement. 

" These chiefs ate not very amicably disposed. Corny,'' 
said Herman Mordaunt, the instant I rejoined him. " They 
have given me to understand that Jaap will be liberated on 
no tortas whatever. They must have his scalp, as Sus- 
quesus tells me, on account of some severity he himself has 
Bhown to one of these chiefs. To use their own iangusge, 
they went It for a plaster to this warrior's bock, Hts fate, 
it would, seem, is sealed, and he has only been brought out 
yonder, to raise hopes in him that are to be disappointed. 
The wretches do not scruple to avow this, in thdr own sen- 
tentious manner. As for Guert, they say he slew two of 
their warriors, and that their wives will miss their husbands, 
and will not be easily quieted unless they see his scalp, too. 
Thej ofier to rdease him, however, on either of two sets of 
terms. They will give up Guert for two of what they call 
chiefs, or for four common men. If we do not like tboso 
conditions, they will exchange him, on condition we give 
two common men for him, and abandon the Nest to th^m; 
by marching out, with all my people, before the sun is up 
above our heajjs." 

" Conditions that you cannot accept, under any circum- 
stances, 1 fear, sirl" 

" Certainly not. The delivery of any two is out of the 
question — would be so, even to save my own life. As for 
the Nest and its contents, 1 would very willingly abandoa 
all, a few papers excepted, had I the smallest laith in tha 
chiefs' being able to restrain their followers ; but the dread- 
ful massacre of William-Henry is still too r«cent, to confida 
in anything of the sort. My answer is givon already, and 
we are aboul to part. Possibly, when they see us deter- 
mined, they may lower their demands a little." 

A grava parting wave of the hand was giren bj Uuaai 
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who had conducted himaelf with great di^piity in the ioter- 
view, and the three Hurons walked away in a body. 

" Beat go," said Suaquesus, significaoily, *' Maybe waat 
rifle. HuroDs in 'arneat." 

On this hint, we returned to our friends, and resumed our 
arms. What succeeded, I leorned in pert by the relations 
of others, while a part was witneBsed by my own eyes. It 
seems that Jaap, from the first, understood the desperate 
nature of his own position. The remembrance of hia mis- 
deeds in relation to Muss, whose priaooer he had mora • 
especially become, most probably increased his appreheO' 
sions, and his thoughts were conatantiy bent on obtaining 
his liberty, by means entirely independent of negotiation. 
From the instant he was brought out of the ravine, he kept 
all his eyes about him, watching for the smallest chance of 
efibcting his purpose. It happened that one of the aarages 
so placed himaelf before the negro, who was kept behind all 
near him, as to eoable Jaap to draw the Huron's knife from 
its aheath without being detected. He did this while I waa 
actually with the party, and all eyes were on me. Ouert 
and himaelf were bound, by having their arms faatened 
above the elbows, behind the back ; and when Guert turned 
aside to shed tears, as mentioned, Jaap succeeded in cutting 
his fastenings. This could be done, only while the sarages 
were following my retreating form with their eyes. At the 
same time Jaap gave the knife to Guert, who did him a 
similar service. As the Indiana did not take the alarm, the 
prisoners paused a moment, holding their arms as if still 
bound, to look around them. The Indian nearest Guert had 
two rifles, hia own and that of Muaa, both leaning negli- 
gently against his shoulder, with their breeches on the 
ground. To these weapons Guert pointed ; and, when the 
three chiefs were on the point of rejoining their friends, who 
were attentive to their movements in order to ascertain the 
icsult, Guert seized this savage by hia arm, which he twisted 
until the Indian yelled with pain, then caught one rifle, while 
Jaap laid hold of the other. Each fired and brought down 
his man ; then they made an onset with the butts of their 
pieces on the rest of the party. This bold assault, though so 
desperate in appearance, was the wisest thing they could 
do ; as immediate flight would have left their enemiea an w- 
37* 
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poftnnity <rf' gending the swift niaaera of thtur pieoea ii 



Tbo first iDtimaLoa we had ofaay moTenoent of ihis sort 
was in the reports of the rifles. Tbeo, I not only skw, but 
I beard the tremendous blow Jaap gave to the bead of 
Huasj a blow that demolished both the victim and the in- 
Btrument of fais deslniclion. Though the breech of the 
ride was broken, the heavy barrel still remained, and the 
negro flourished it with a force that swept a!l before him, 
- It is scarcely necessary to say Guert was not idle in such a 
fray. He fought for Mary Wallace, as well as for himself, 
and be overturned two more of the Indians, as it might be, 
in the twinkling of an eye. Here Dirck did good servica 
to our friends. His rifle vaa in his hands, and, levelling it 
with coolness, he shot down a powerful savage who was on 
the point of seizing Guert from behind. This was the com- 
mencement of a general war, volleys now coming from both 
parties; from ourselves, and from the enemy, who were in 
the cover of the woods. Intimidated by the fury of the 
personal assault under which ihey were eufiering, the r^ 
maining Indians near Guert and the negro leaped away to- 
wards their friends, yelling; leaving their late prisoners 
free, but more exposed to fire than they could have been 
when encircled even by enemies. 

Everything passed with fearful rapidity. Guert seized 
the rifie of a fallen Indian, and Jaap obtained another, 
when they fell back towards us, like two lions at buy, with 
rifle>bullets whizzing around them at every step. Of course, 
we fired, and we also advanced to meet them ; an imprudent 
step, since the main body of the Huroos were covered, ren- 
dering the contest unequal. But, there was no resisting tbo 
sympathetic impulses of such a moment, or (be exultation 
we all felt at the exploits of Guert and Jaap, enacted, as 
they were, before our eyes. As we drew together, the for- 
mer shouted and cried — 

" Hurrah I Corny, my noble fellow — let us char^ the 
wool — there 'II not be a reat-skin lell in it, in five mmutes. 
Forwart, my friends — forwart, all I" 

It certainly was an exciting moment. We all shouted 
sn our turns, and all cried ' forward,' in common, Eveo 
Mr. Worden joined in the shout, and pressed Ibrword. Ja- 
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■on, too, fought bravely ; and we went at the wood liks n 
msDy buU-doga. I fancy the pedagogue thought the fee- 
simple of his mills depeuded oa the reaulL On we went, in 
opea order, reaerviog our fire for the last moment, but re- 
ceivJDg dropping shots, that did us no harm, until we dashed 
into the thicket. 

The Huroaa were discomfited, and they fled. Tliough a 
panic is not usual among those wild warriors, they seldom 
rally on the field. If once driven, against their will, a close 
pursuit will usually disperse them for a lime ; and such was 
the case now. By the time I got fairly into the ravine, I 
could see or hear of no enemy. My friends were on my 
right and left, shouting and pressing on ; but there was no 
foe visible. Guert and Jaap were in advance, for we could 
not overtake them ; and they had fired, for Ihey got the last 
glimpses of the enemy. But one more shot did come from 
the Hurons in that inroad. It was fired from some one of 
the retreating partj, who must have been lingering in JLs 
Tcftr. The report sounded far up the ravine, and it came 
like a farewell and final gun. Distant as it was, however, 
it proved the most fatal shot to us that was fired in all that 
a^r. I caught a glimpse of Guert, through the trees, and 
■aw him fall. In an instant, I was at his side. 

What a change is that from the triumph of victory to the 
■uddea sf^roach of death! I saw by the expression of 
Guert's countenance, as I raised him in my anns, that the 
blow was fatal. The ball, indeed, had passed directly through 
bis body, missing the bones, hut injuring (he vilaio. There 
is DO mistaking the expression of a dealh*wound on the 
human countenance, when the effect is direct and not i^ 
mote. Nature appears to admonish the victim of his fate. 
So it was with Guert. 

" This shot has done for me. Corny," he said,' " and it 
■eema to be the very last they intended to fire. I almost 
hope there can be no truth in what you told me of Mary 
Wallace I" 

That was neither the time nor the place to speak on such 
a subject, and I made no answer. From the instant the fall 
of Guert became known, the pursuit ceased, and our whole 
party collected around the wounded man. The Indian alone 
seemed to retain any consciousness of the importance of 
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kDowiag what the enemy waa doiog, for hia philosophy waa 
not easily disturbed by the sudden appearance or death 
among us. Still he iiked Guerl, as did every one who could 
get beyond the weaknesses of his outer character, and fairly 
at the Dob'e traits of his manly nature. Suaquesus looked 
at the sufferer a moment, gravely and not without concern ; 
then he turned to Herman MordaunI, and said — 

" This bad — save scalp, that good, though. Carry him 
in house. Suaquesus follow trail and see what Injin mean." 

As this WHS well, he w'as told to watch the enemy, while 
we bore our friend towards the Nest. Dirck consented to 
precede us, and let the melancholy truth be known, while I 
continued with Guerl, who held my hand the whole dis- 
tance. We were a most melancholy procession, for victors. 
Not a serious hurt had any of our parly received, in thia 
last affair, the wound of Guert Ten Eyck excepted ; yet, I 
question if mate real sorrow would have been felt over two 
or three other deaths. We had become accustomed to our 
situation; it is woDdcrful how soon the soldier does; ren- 
dering death familiar, and disarming him of half his terrors ; 
but calamities can, and do occur, to bring back an army to 
a sense of its true nature and its dependence on Providence. 
Such had been the effect of the loss of Lord Howe, on the 
troops before Ticonderoga, and such was the eifect of the 
fall of Guert Ten Eyck, on the small band that waa collect 
ed to defend the possessions and firesides of Ravensoest. 

We entered the gate of the house, and found most of ita 
tenants already in the court, collected like a congregation 
in a church that awaits the entrance of the dead. Herman 
Mordaunt had sent an order to have his own room prepared 
for 'the sufferer, and thither we carried Guert, He was 
placed on the bed ; then the crowd silently withdrew. I 
observed that Guert's eyes turned anxiously and inquiringly 
around, and I told him, in a low voice, 1 would go far the 
ladies myself A smile, and a pressure of the hand, showed 
how well I had interpreted his thoughts. 

Somewhat lo my stirpnse, I found Mary Wallace, pale it 
is true, but comparatively calm and mistress of herself. 
Thai instinct of propriety which seems to form a part of tha 
nature of a well-educated woman, had taught her the ne- 
cessity of self-command, that no outbreak of hoc leelinga 

.Coo.;lc 
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should aiiect Ibe aufibrer. As for Anneke, she was like ber* 
self, gentle, utourning, aad full of sympathy for her friend. 

As BOon aa apprised of ihe object of my visit, ihe two 
ipria expressed their readiness to go to Gtiert. As they 
knew the way, I did not atlend them, purposely proceeding 
in another direction, ia order not to be a witness of the in- 
terview. Anneke has since told me, however, that Mary's 
self-command did not altogether desert her, while Guert's 
cheerflil gratitude probably bo far deceived her as to create 
a short-lived hope that the wound was not mortal. For my- 
self, 1 passed an hour in attending to the stole of things in 
and around the house, in order to make certain that no neg- 
ligence occurred still to endanger our security. At the end 
of that time, I returned to Guert, meeting Herman Mor- 
daunt near the door of his room. 

" The little hope we had is vanished," said the last, in a 
sorrowful tone. " Poor Ten Eyck has, beyond a question, 
received his death-wound, and has bu! a few hours to live. 
Were my people safe, I would rather that everything at Ra. 
vensnest, liouse and estate, were destroyed, than had this 
happen 1" 

nepared by (his announcement, I was not as much sur< 
prised as I might otherwise have been, at the great change 
that had occurred in my friend, since the time 1 quilted his 
Mom. It was evident he anticipated the result. Neverthe- 
less he was calm ; nay, apparently happy. Nor was he so 
much enfeebled ns to prevent his spewing quite distinctly, 
and with sufficient ease. When the machine of life is stop- 
ped by !he sudden disruption of a vital ligament, the ap- 
proaches of death, though more rapid than with disease, are 
seldom so apparent. The first evidences of a fatal termi- 
nation are discovered rather through the nature of the vio- 
lence, than by means of apparent effects. 

I have said that Guert seemed even happy, though death 
was so near. Anneke told me, subsequently, that Mary 
Wallace had owned her love, in answer to an earnest appeal 
an his part, and, from that moment, he hcid expressed him- 
self as one who was about to die contented. Poor Guert! 
h was little he thought of the dread future, or of the church 
on earth, except as the last was entitled to, and did receivs 
OB all ocoanioDS, his oytwwA respect. It aeemed tlwt MKtf 
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•Wallace, halutURlIy n reserred and silent among her friends, 
had beea accustomed to cooTerse freely with Giwrt, and 
that she had made a serious efibrt, during her residence in 
Albany, to enlighten his mind, or rather to arouse bis feel- 
ings on this all-imporiant subject, and that Guert, senaiUs 
of the pleasure of receiving inslruciioa from such a source, 
always listened with attention. When 1 entered (he room, 
some allusion had just been made to this theme. 

" But for you, Mary, I should be little better than a bea- 
then," said Guert, holding the hand of bis beloved, and 
scarce averting his eyes from their idol a single insiaat, 
"If God has mercy on me, it will be OD your account," 

"Oh! no — no — no — Guert, say not, think not thual" 
exclaimed Mar; Wallace, shocked at this excess of his at- 
tachment even for herself at such a moment. " We all re- 
ceive our pardons through the death and mediation of hia 
Blessed Son. Nothing else can save you, or any of us, 
my dear, dear Guert ; and 1 implore you not (o Ibiak other- 
wise." 

Guert looked a little bewildered ,- still he looked pleased. 
The first expressioo was probably produced by his not ex- 
actly comprehending the nature of that mysterious expia- 
tion, which bafBes the unaided powers of man, and which, 
indeed, is to be felt, rather than understood. The look of 
pleasure had its origin in the 'dear, dear Guert,' and, more 
than that, in the consciousness of possessing the afibctiona 
of the woman he had^so long loved, almost against hope. 
Guert Ten Eyck was a man of bold and reckless charac- 
ter, in all that pertained to risks, frolic, and youthful adven- 
ture ; but the meekest Christian could scarcely possesa b 
more lowly opinion of his own frailties and sins, than this 
dashing young fellow possessed of his own claims to be 
valued by such a being as Mary Wallace. I often wander- 
ed how he ever presumed to love her, but suppose the appa- 
rent vanity must be ascribed to the resistless power of a pas- 
sion that is known to be the strongest of our nature. It waa 
also a sort of moral anomaly that two so opposed to each 
other in character ; the one verging on extreme reckleesneas, 
the other pushing prudence almost to prudery ; the one so 
gay as to seem to live for frolic, the olhet quiet and reserredt 
■faould eoncsivQ this strong predileotim fiur each olb«r ; bol 
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SO it was. 1 have heud persona saj, however, that these 
varieties in Eemperament awaken interest, and that they who 
have comoMDced wilh such dissiinilaritiea, but have asainii* 
lated by cominUDioD, atlachment, and habits, after all, maka 
the happiest couples. 

Mary Wallace lost all her reserve, in the gush of teuder- 
ness and sympathy, that now swept all before i[. Through* 
out the whole of that morning, she hung about Guert, as ths 
BWlber watches the ailing infant. If his thirst was to bo 
assuaged, her hand held ibe cup; if his pillow wss to be 
replaced, her care suggested the alteratioa ; if his brow was 
to be wiped, she performed that office for hiro, suSering no 
other to come between her and the object of her Holicitude. 

There were moments when (he manner in which Mary 
Wallace hung over Guert, was infinitely touching. Anneks 
and I knew that her very soul yearned to lead his thoughts 
to dwell on the subject of the great change that was so near. 
Nevertheless, the tenderness of the woman was so much 
stronger than even the onxiety of Ihe Christian, that we per- 
ceived she feared tho influence on his wound. At length, 
happily for an anxiety that was beginniug to be too painful 
for endurance, Guert epoke on the subject, himself. Whe> 
ther his mind adverted naturally to such a topic, or he per* 
cdf ed the solicitude of his gentle nurse, I could not say. 

" I cannot stay with you long, Mary," he said, " and I 
riiould like to have Mr. Worden's prayers, united to yours, 
offered up in my behalf. Corny will seek the Dominie, for 
an old friend V 

I vanished from the rooo, and was absent ten minutes. 
At the ead of that lime, Mr. Worden was ready in bis sur- 
plice, and we went to the sick room. Certainly, our old 
pastor had not the way of manifesting (he influence of reli- 
gion, (hat is usual to the colonies, especially to those of the 
more northern and eastern portion of the country ; yet, 
there was a heartiness in his tnanner of praying, at times, 
that almost persuaded me he was a good man. I will own, 
however, that Mr. Worden was one of those clergymen 
who could pray much more sincerely for certain persons, 
than for others. He was partial to poor Guert; and I really 
thought this was manifest in bia accents, on this melancholy 
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The iyiug man was rBliered by this atteatioQ to the riles 
■Tthe church. Guert was not & metaphyBician ; and, at no 
period of his life, I believe, did he ever enter very closely 
into the coDsideration of those fearrul quesiioos which were 
connected with hia existence, origin, destination, and position, 
in the long scale of animated beinga. He hid those general 
notions on these subjects, that all civilized men imbibe by 
education and commuoion with their fellows, but nothing 
more. He Wideratood it was a duty to pray ; and 1 make 
no doubt he fancied there were times and seasons in which 
this duty was more imperative than at others; and times 
and seasons when it might be dispensed with. 

How tenderly and how anxiously did Mary Wallace 
watch over her patient, during the whole of that sad day I 
She seemed to know neither weariness nor fatigue. To- 
wards evening, it was just as the sun was tingiag the sum- 
mits of the trees with its parting light, she came towards 
Anneke and myself, with a face that was slightly illumi- 
nated with something like a g)ow of pleasure, and whispered 
to us, that Guert was better. Within ten minutes of that 
moment, 1 approached the bed, and saw a slight movement 
of the patient's hand, as if he desired me to come nearer. 

"Corny," said Guert, in a low, languid voice — "it is 
nearly all over. 1 wish I couid see Mary Wallace, once 
more, before I die I" 

Mary was not, could not be distant. She fe!l upon her 
knees, and clasped the yielding form of her lover to her 
heart. Nothing was said on either side; or, if aught were 
said, it was whispered, and was of a nature too sacred to be 
communicated to others. In that attitude did this young 
woman, long so coy and so difficult to decide, remain for 
near an hour, and in (hat quiet, cherishing, womanly em< 
brace, did Guert Ten Eyck breathe his last. 

I leli the sufferer as much alone with the woman of hifl 
heart, as comported with prudence and a proper attention on 
my part; hut it was my melancholy duly to close his eyes. 
Thus prematurely terminated theearthlycareerofasmanty a 
■pirit as ever dwelt in human form. That it had imperfections, 
my pen has not concealed ; but the long years Ihai have 
since passed away, have not served to obliterate the legard 
•0 ooUe a temperament could not fail to awsken. 
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CHAPTER XXX 



How Aim Use da; lUdn on ! Wbca we 6nm 
Time'i h>iU, he taaaa to Ion a match with tabitan: 
And vhen we wiab him ■ta]', ha impa bia wioga 
Wilh fealhen plumeJ wilh IbaughL 

It 13 unnecessary to dwell on the grief (hat we all felt for 
)Ur loss. That night was necessarily one of walchfulnew 
but few were inclined to sleep. The return of light found 
us unmolested, however; and an hour or two later, Sus- 
quesus came in, and reported that the enemy had retreated 
towards Ticonderoga. There was nothing more to fear 
from that quarter, and the settlers soon began to return to 
their dwellings, or to such as remained. Id the course of a 
week the axe again rang in the forest, and rude habitationa 
began to reappear, in the places of those that had been de- 
alroyed. As Bulstrode could not well be removed, Herman 
Mordaunt determined to pass the remainder of the season at 
Ravensnest, with the double view of accommodating his 
guest, and of encouraging his settlers. The danger was 
known to be over for that summer at least, and, ere the ap- 
proach of another, it was hoped that Che humiliated feelings 
of Great Britain would so far be aroused, as to drive the 
enemy from the province ; as indeed was efiectually done. 

On consultation, it was decided that the body of Guort 
ought to be sent, for interment among his friends, to Albany. 
Direk and myself accompanied it, as the principal attendants, 
all that remained of our party going with us. Herman Mor- 
daunt thought it necessary to remain at Ravensnest, and 
Anneke would not quit her father. The Rev, Mr. Warden's 
missionary zeal had, by this trial, eflectually evaporated, and 
he profiled by so favourable an occasion to withdraw into 
the safer and more peopled districts. I well remember as 
we marched after the horse-Iilter that carried the remains 
of poor Guert, (he divine's making the followiog sensible 
remarks ; — 

"You see how it is, on this frontier. Corny," he said; 
" it is prematura lo ihmk of introducinrr Chriitiaiu^. Oiri» 
38 
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tinnily ia esaenball; a civilized religion, and can only be of 
use BinoDg civilized beings. It is true, my youDg fnend, 
thai many of tbe early apoatlea were not learned, after the 
rashion of ihia irorld, but Ibey were all thoroughly civilized. 
PaleBtioe was a civilized country, and the Hebrews were a 
great people ; and I consider the precedent set by our bless> 
ed Lord la a command lo be followed in all time, aad that 
his appearance in Judea is tantamouut to his saying to his 
aposttea, * go aod preach me and my gospel to all civiti%ed 
people.'" 

1 ventured to remark that there was something like a 
direct command to preach it to oU nations, to be found in 
the bible. 

*' Ay, that is true enough," answered Mr. Wordeo, " hut 
it clearly means all eivilixed nations. Then, this was befora 
tbe discovery of America, and it is fair enough to presunm 
thot the command referred solely to fenoton nations. Tho 
texts of scripture are not lo be strained, but are to be con- 
strued naturally. Corny, and this seems lo me to be ihe na- 
tural reading of that passage. No, I have been rash and 
imprudent in pushing duty to exaggeration, and shall con- 
fine my labours to their proper sphere, during the remainder 
of my days. Civilization is just as much a means of provi- 
dence as religion itself; and it is clearly intended that ono 
should be built on ihe other. A clergyman goes quite far 
enough from the centre of refinement, when he quits home 
to come into these colonies to preach the gospel ; let^ng 
alone these scalping devils tbe Indians, who,! greatly fear, 
were never born to be saved. It may do well enough to 
have societies to keep them in view, but a meeting in Lon- 
don is quite near enough ever to approach them." 

Such, ever after, appeared to be the sentiments of tbe Rev. 
Mr, Wordeo, and I took no pains to change them. 1 ought, 
however, to have alluded to the parting with Anneke, before 
I gave the forgoing extract from the parson's homily. 
Circumstances prevented my having much private commu- 
nicalion with my betrothed before quilling the Nest; for 
Anneke'a sympathy with Mary Wallace was too profound 
to permit her to think much, just then, of aught but the 
latter's sorrows. As for Mary herself, the strength and 
^th of bar attachment. and grief wer« nerer fully ap[w^ 
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ciB.te<], until time came to vindicate them. Her seemins 
calm was soon restored, for it was only under a tempest of 
feding that Mary Wallace loat her selT-command ; and the 
affliction that was inevitable and irremediable, one of her 
reguiated temperament and high principles, struggled to 
endure with Christian submission. It was only in afler-liie 
that i came to know how intense and absorbing had, in 
truth, been her passion for the gay, high-spirited, ill-edu- 
cated, and impulsive young Albanian, 

Anneke wept for a few minutes in my arms, a quarter of 
an hour befote our melancholy procession quitted the Nest. 
The dear girl had no undue reserve with me ; though 1 found 
ber a little reluctant to converse on the subject of our own 
loves, so soon afier the fearful scenes we had just gone 
through. Still, she left me in no doubt on the all-important 
point of my carrying away with me her whole and entirely 
undivided heart. Bulstrode she never bad, never could love. 
This she assured me, over and over again. He amused her, 
and she felt for him some of the affection and interest of 
kindred, but not the least of any other interesL Poor Bul- 
strode 1 now I was certain of success, 1 had very magnani- 
mous sentiments in his hehalf, and could give him credit for 
various good qualities that had been previously obscured in 
my eyes. Herman Mordaunt had requested nothing might 
be said to the major of my engagement ; though an early 
opportunity was to be taken by himself, to let the suitor 
uodersland that Anneke declined the honour of his hand. 
It was thought the information would best come from him. 

" I shall be frank with you, Liitlepage, and confess I have 
been very anxious for the union of my daughter and Mr. 
Butstrode," added Herman Mordaunt, in the interview we 
had before I left the Nest ; " and I trust to your own good 
sense to account for it. 1 knew Bulstrode before I had any 
knowledge of yourself; and there was already a conneclion 
between us, that was just of a nature to render one ihot waa 
closer, desirable. I shall not deny that I fancied Anneke 
fitted to adorn the station and circles to which Bulstrode 
would have carried her ; and, perhaps, it is a natural parental 
weakoess to wish to see one's chiid promoted. We talk of 
humility and conlentmenl, Corny, though there is much of 
tha nob ^iteepari about it, after all- But 70U mb that th* 
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prgftro a c e of the child ia bo much stronger thaa that of tho 
parent, that it must prevail. I d&re say, &fler all, you would 
much rather be Anneke's choice, than be miuel" 

" I can have do difficulty in admitting that, sir," I an- 
swered ; " and I feel very sensible of the liberal manaer in 
which you yield your own preferences to our wishes. Cer- 
tainly, in the way of rank and fortune, 1 have little to offer, 
Mr. Mordaunl, as an of&et to Mr. Bulstrode's claims; but, 
in love for your daughter, and in an ardent desire to make 
her happy, I shall not yield to him, or any other man, 
thoush he were a king." 

"In the way of fortune, Littlepagc, I have very few le- 
grets. As you ere to live in this country, the joint means 
of the two families, which, some day, must centre in you 
and Anneke, will prove all-sufficient ; and, as for posterity, 
Ravensnest and Mooseridgc will supply ample provisiona. 
As the colony grows, your descendants will increase, and 
your means will increase with hoth. No, no; I may haie 
been a little disappointed ; that much I will own ; but I bait 
not been, at any lime, displeased. God bless you, then, mj 
dear boy ; write us from Albany, and come to us at Lilacs* 
bush in September. Your reception will be that of a son.'* 

It is ne^lesa to dwell on the melancholy procession we 
formed through the woods. Dirck and myself kept near the 
body, on foot, until we reached the highway, when vehiclea 
were provided for the common transportation. On reaching 
Albany, we delivered the remains of Guert to his relatives, 
and there was a suitable funeral given. The bricked cloaet 
behind the chimney, was opened, as usual, and the six dozen 
of Madeira, that had been placed in it twenty-four years 
before, or the day the poor lellow was christened, was found 
to be very excellent. I remember it was said generally, 
(hat better wine was drunk at the funeral of Guert Ten 
Eyck, than had been tasted at the obsequies of any indi- 
vidual who was not a Van Rensselaer, a Schuyler, or a Ten 
Broeck, within the memory of man. I now speak of funerals 
in Albany ; for I do suppose the remark would scarcely apply 
to many other funerals, lower down the river. As a rale, 
however, very good wine was given at all our funerals. 

The Rev. Mr. Worden officiated, and was universally n- 
gaided with inlsrwt, aa a pious minular of tha goqMl. wh» 
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had barely escaped the fate of the person he was now coo- 
mitting ' dust to dust,' while devotedly and ardently employ 
ed in endeavouriog to rescue (he souls of the very savages 
who sought his lile, from the fate of the heatlien. 

I remember there was a very well worded paragraph to 
this effect in the New York Gazette, and 1 had heard Jt 
said, but do not remember lo have ever seen it myself, that 
in one of the reports of the Society for the Promulgation 
of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, the circumstances were al- 
luded to in a very touching and edifying manner. 

Poor Guert I I passed a few minutes at his grave before 
we went south. It was all that was left of his fine person, 
his high spirit, his lion-hearted courage, his buoyant spirits, 
end his unextinguishablc love of frolic. A finer physical 
man I never beheld, or one who better satisfied the eye, in 
sll respects. That the noble tenement was not more jnlel- 
lectually occupied, was purely the consequence of a want 
of education. Notwithstanding, sll the books in the world 
could not have converted Guert Ten Eyck into a Jason 
Newcome, or Jason Newcome into a Guert Ten Eyck. 
Each owed many of his peculiarities, doubtless, lo the pro- 
vinco in which he was bred and born, and to tbe training 
consequent on these accidents ; but nature had also drawn 
broad distinctions between them. All the wildness of 
Guecl's impulses could not altogether destroy his feelings 
tone, and tact as a gentleman ; while all the soaring, extra- 
vagant pretensions of Jason never could have ended in ele- 
vating him to that character. Alaa 1 Poor Guert ! I sin- 
cerely nwuined his loss for years, nor has his memory yet 
ceased to have a deep interest with me. 

Dirck Pollock and I would have been a good deal caressed 
at Albany, on our return, both on account of what had hap- 
pened, and on account of our Dutch connections, had we 
been in the mood to profit by the disposition of the people. 
But, we were not. The sad events with which we had been 
connected were still too recent to indulge in gaieties or com- 
pany ; and, as soon, as possible afier the funeral, we seized 
the opportunity of embarking on board a sloop bound to New 
York. Our voyage was generally considered a prosperous 
one, lasting, indeed, only six days. We look the ground 
three limes, it 19 true ; but nothing was thought of that, BUCh 
38* 
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lad; obaerved, while I was diacusaing her lamb, and peas 
and aaparagus ; " pray, air, did you hear or aee anything 
of our honoured neighbours, Herman Mordaunt and his 
chBrming daughter 1" 

"Much of both, Mrs, Light; and that nnder trying 
circumsUnces. Mooseridge, my father's property in that 
pact of the province, is quite near to Raveiisnest, Herman 
Mordauat'a estate, and I have passed some time at it. Have 
no tidings of the family reached you, lately?" 

" None, unless it he the report that Hiss Anneko will 
never return to us." 

" Anueke not return ! lo the name of wonder, how do 
you hear this^' 

" Not as Miss Anneke, but as Lady Anneke, or some- 
thing of that sort. Isn't there a General Bulatrom, or some 
great officer or other, who seeks her hand, and on whom 
abe smiles, sir Y' 

" 1 presume I understand you, now. Well, what do you 
learn of himi" 

" Only that they are to be married next month — some 
say they are married already, and that the old gentleman 
gives Lilacsbush, out and out, and four thousand pounds 
currency, down, in order to purchase so high an honour for 
his child, I tell the neighbours it is loo much, Miss Anneke 
being worth any lord in England, on her own, sole, a& 
count," 

This intelligence did not disturb me, of course, for it was 
tavern-tidings and neighbours' news. Neighbours! How 
much is that sacred word prostituted 1 You shall find peo- 
ple opening their ears with avidity to the gossip of a neigh- 
bourhood, when nineteen times in twenty it is less entitled 
to credit than the intelligence which is obtained from a dis- 
tance, provided the latter come from persons of the some 
class in life as the individuals in question, and are known to 
them. What means had this woman of'knowing the secrets 
of Herman Mordaunt's family, that were one-half as good 
as those possessed by friends in Albany, for instance? This 
neighbourhood testimony, as it is called, does a vast deal 
of mischief in the province, and mosV especially in t^ose 
parts of it where our own people are brought in contac* 
with their iellow-subjecla, from the more eastern colonies. 
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Id my eyea, Jason Newcome's opiDions of Herman jtfor- 
daunt, end his acts, would be nearly worthless, shrewd a* 
I admit the man to be; Tor the two have not a diatincdve 
opinion, custom, and 1 had almost said principle, in com- 
tnon. Just appreciation of motives and acts can only pro- 
ceed from those who feel and think alike ; and tbU is mo- 
rally impossible where there exist broad distinctions in 
social classes. It Is just for this reason that we attach so 
little imporlance to the ordinary reports, and even to the 
sworn evidence, of servants. 

Our reception at Satanstoe was just what might have beeQ 
expected. My dear mother hugged me lu her heart, again 
and again, and seemed never to be satisfied with feasting her 
eyes on me. My father was aflected at seeing me, too ; and 
I thought there was a very decided moisture in his eyes. 
As for old Capt. Hugh Roger, three-score-and-ten had ex- 
hausted his fluids, pretty much i but he shook me heartily 
by the hand, and listened to my account of the movements 
before Ty with all a soldier's interest, and with somewhat 
oflhe fire of one who had served himself in more fortunato 
times. I had to fight my battles o'er and o'er again, as a 
matter of course, and to recount the tale of Ravensnest la 
all its details. We were at supper, when 1 concluded my 
most laboured narrative, and when I began to hope my 
duties, in this respect, were finally icrmiaated. But my dear 
mother had heavier matters still, on her mind ; and it was 
necessary thai I should give her a private conference, in her 
own little room. 

" Corny, roy beloved child," commenced this anxious and 
moat tender parent, " you have said nothing particular to 
me of the Mordaunts. It is now lime to speak of that 
family." 

" Have I not told you, mother, how we met at Albany, 
and of what occurred on the river." 1 had not spoken of 
that adventure in my letters, because I was uncertain of the 
true state of Anneke's feelings, and did not wish to raisa 
expectations that might never be realized. — "And of our 
going to Ravensnest in company, and of all that happened 
at Ravensnest ader our return from Ty." 

" What is all this to me, child I I wish to hear you speak 
of Afloeke — is it true that she is going to be marriod V 
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■ It is true. I can affirm that much from her own month.' 

My dear mr.ther'$ countenance rell, and 1 could hardly 
pursue my wicked equivoque any further. 

"And she has even had the effrontery to own this to jfov, 
Corny 1" 

" She has, indeed ; though truth compels me to add, that 
•he blushed a great deal while admitting it, and seemed only 
half-disposed to be so frank: that is, at first; far, in the 
end, she ratber smiled than blushed." 

*< Well, this amazes me I It is only a proof that vanity, 
and worldly rank, and worldly riches, stand higher in the 
estimation of Anneke Mordaunt, than excellence and modest 

"What riches and worldly rank have I, mother, to tempt 
any woman to forget the qualities you have mentioned t" 

" I was not thinking of you, my son, in that seasa, at all. 
Of course, I mean Mr. Bulstrode." 

*' What has Mr, Bulstrode to do with my marriage with 
Anne Mordaunt ; or any one else but her own sweet self, 
who has consented to become my wife ; her father, who 
accepts roe for a son, my father, who is about to imitate his 
example, by taking Anneke to his heart as a daughter, and 
you, my dearest, dearest mother, who are the ooly person 
likely to raise obstacles, as you are now doing." 

This was a boyish mode of producing a most delightful 
surprise, I am very ready to acknowledge; and, when I 
saw my mother burst into tears, 1 felt both regret and shame 
at having practised it. But youth is the season of folly, 
and happy is the man who can say he has never trilled more 
seriously with the feelings of a parent. I was soon par> 
doned — what offence would not that devoted mother have 
pardoned her only child ! — when I was made to relate all 
that was proper to be told, of what had passed between An- 
neke and myself. It is Scarcely necessary to say, I was 
assured of the cheerful acquiescence in my wishes, of all 
my own family, from Capt. Hugh Roger, down to ilie dear 
person who was speaking. They had set their minds on 
my becoming the husband of this very yoiwig lady ; and I 
could not possibly have made any commuucation that would 
be more agre«able, as I was givsn to uodentand from eacAi 
and ail, ttwt my ni^. 
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Hy return to Satanstoe occnrred io the last half of the 
month of July. The Mardaunla were not to be at Litaca- 
bush until ths middle of September, aad I had Dear two 
■Donlha to wait for that happy moment. This time was 
passod as well as it could be. I endeavoured to interest 
myself in the old ffeck, and to plan schemes of future hap- 

(inesa there, that were to be realized in Anneke's society, 
t was and ia a noble farm ; rich, beautifully placed, having 
vsier on more than three of its sides, in capital order, and 
well atocked with such apples, peachea, apricots, plums, and 
other fruits, as the world can scarcely equal. It is true that 
the provinces a little further south, such as New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, think they can beat 
us in peaches ; but I have never tasted any fruit thai I thought 
would compare with thai of Satanstoe, I love every tree, 
wall, knoll, swell, meadow, and hummock about the old 
' place. One thing distresses me. I love old names, such aa 
niy father knew the same places by ; and I like to mispro- 
Dounce a word, when custom and association render the 
practice familiar. I would not call my friend, Dirck Pol- 
lock, anything else but Pollock, unless it might be in a 
formal way, or when asking him to drink, a glass of wine 
with me, for a great deal. So it is with Satanstoe ; the 
name is homely, 1 am willing to allow ; but it is strong', and 
conveys an idea. It relates also to the usages and notions 
of the country; and names ought always to be preserved, 
except in those few instances in which there are good rea- 
sons for altering them. I regret to say, that ever since the 
appearance of Jason Newcume among us, there has been a 
disposition among the ignorant and vulgar, to call the Neck, 
Dibbleton ; under the pretence I have already mentioned, 
that it once belonged to the family of Dibblees ; or, as some 
think, as a pious diminutive of Devil's-Town. I indignantly 
repel this supposition; though, I do believe, that Dibbleton 
u only a sneaking mode of pronouncing Devilton ; as, I 
admit, I have heard ihe old people laughingly term the Neck. 
This belongs to the " Gaul darn ye" school, and it is not to 
my taste. I say the ignorant and vulgar, for ibis is just the 
class to be squeamish on such subjects. I have been tol<t— 
though I cannot say that I have beard it myself— but I mm 
told, there faava bean people from the eutwwd amMlg m of 
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latB years, who B%ct to call " Hell-Gale," " Hurl-Gale," ot 
" Whirl-Gate " or by some other such seatimeDlal, whirl-s. 
gig DBme ; and these ars the gentry who would wish to ailei 
" Satanstoe" iato " Dibblelon 1" Since the eastern troops 
have begun to come among us, indeed, they have commenced 
a desperate inroad on many of our old, venerated Dutch 
names; names that the English, direct from home, have 
geQerally respected. Indeed, change — change in all things, 
seema to be the besetting passion of these people. We, of 
New. York, are content to do as our ancestors have done 
before us ; and this they ridicule, making it matter of accu- 
sation against us, that we follow the notioos of our fathers. 
1 shall never complain that they are deserting so many of 
thtir customs ; for, I regard the changes as improvements ; 
but I beg that they may leave us ours. 

That there is such a thing as improvement I am willing 
enough to admit, as well as that it not only compels, but 
excuses changes ; but, I am yet to learn it is matter of just 
reproach that a man Ibllows In the footsteps of those who 
have gone before him. The apothegms of David, and the 
wisdom of Solomon, are just as much apothegms and wis- 
dom, in our owa time, as they were the day they were 
written, and for precisely the same reason — their truth. 
Where there is so much stability in morals, there must be 
permanent principles, and something surely is worthy to be 
saved from the wreck of the past. I doubt if all this craving 
fer change has not more of selfishness in it than either of 
expediency or of philosophy ; and I could wish, at least, 
that Satanstoe should never be frittered away into so sneak- 
ing a substitute as Dibbleton. 

That was a joyful day, when a servant in Herman Mor- 
daunt's livery rode in upon our lawn, and handed me a 
letter from his master, informing me of the safe arrival of 
he family, and inviting me to ride over next day in time to 
Ake a late breakfast at Lilacsbush. Anneke had written 
(o me twice previously to this ; two beautifully expressed, 
^minine, yet spirited, aOectioaate letters, in which the lea- 
dernesB and sensibility of her nature were barely restrained 
by the delicacy of her sex and situation. On the receipt oF 
this welcome invitation, I was guilty of the only piece <rf 
rmtumtic «ztnTaguiGe that I c«d ranaember having flaa> 
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mitled in the courae of my life. Hennait Mordavmt'i Uack 
was well treated, and dismissed with a tetter of acceptance. 
One bour afler he led Salanstoe — I do love that venerable 
name, and hope all the Yankees in Christendom will not ba 
able to alter it to Dibbleton — but, one hour after the negro 
was off, 1 followed him myself, intending to sleep at tiw 
well-known inn at Kiogsbridge, and not present myaelf at 
the Bush, until the proper hour next morning. 

I had got to the house of the talkative landlady two hours 
before sunset, put up my horse, secured my lod^ngs, and 
wai eating a bite Riyself, when the good housewife entered 
the room. 

"Your servant, Mr, Litllepi^," commenced this loqoa- 
(uouB person ; " bow are the venerable Captain Hugh Roger, 
and the Major, your honoured father? Well, I see by your 
smile. Well, it ia a comfortable thing to have our friends 
enjoy good health — my own poor man enjoyed most wretched 
health all last winter, and is likely to enjoy very much the 
same, that which is coming. I should think you had come 
to the wedding at Lilacsbush, Mr. Corny, had you not stopped 
at my door, instead of going on direct to that of Herman 
Mordaunt," 

I started, but supposed that the news of what was to 
happen bad leaked out, and that this good woman, whose 
ears were always open, had got hold of a ueighbourhood- 
tmth, for once in her life. 

" 1 am on no such errand, Mrs. Light, but hope to ba 
married, one of these days, to some one or other." 

" I was not thinking of your marriage, sir, but that of 
Miss Anneke, over at the 'Bush, to this Lord Bulatrom. It's 
a great connection for the Mordaunts, ajler all, though Her- 
man Mordaunt is of good blo^, himself, they tell me. The 
knight's man often comes here, to taste new cider, wbk^h ha 
admits is as good as English cider, and I believe it is the 
only thing which he has found in the colonies that he thinks 
is one-half as good; but Thomas tells me all is settled, and 
that the wedding must take place right soon. It has only 
been put off on account of Miss Wallace, who is in deep 
mourning for her own husband, hating lost Wm within t)» 
honey-moon, which is the reason she still Iwars her own 
nane. The; M nw a widow who lona twr husbuid in 
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the boMy-noon is obliged to bear her maidea name ; other- 
wise Miss Mary would ba Mrs. Van Goort, or something 
like that." 

As it was very clear the neighbourhood Icnew little about 
the true state of things in Herman Mordaunt's family, I took 
my hat and proceeded to execute the iotention with which 
I had left home. I was sorry to bear that BuUtrode was at 
Lilacsbush, but had no apprehension of bia ever marryiag 
Anneke, I took the way to tlie heights, and soon reached 
the field where I had once met the ladies, on lioraeback. 
There, seated under a tree, I saw Bulstrode alone, and ap- 
parently in deep contemplation. It was no part of my plan 
to be seen, or to have my presence known, and I was re- 
tiring, when I heard my name, discovered that 1 was recog- 
nised, and joined him. 

The first glance at Bulstrode showed me that he knew 
the truth. He coloured, bit his lips, forced a smile, and 
came forward to meet me, limping just enough to add in 
terest to his gait, and oSbred his hand with a frank manli- 
ness that gave him great merit in my eyes. It was no triOe 
to lose Anne Mordaunt, and I am afraid I could not hava 
manifested half so much magnanimity. But, Bulstrode was 
a man of the world, and he knew how to command the ex- 
hibition of his leeliugs, if not to command the feelings them- 
•elves. 

" I told you, once. Corny," he said, ofiering his hand, 
'* thai we must remain friends, coute atd coute — you hava 
been successful, and I have failed. Herman Mordaunt told 
me the melancholy fact before we left Albany ; and I can 
tell you, hia regrets were not so very flattering to you. 
Nevertheless, he admits you are a capital fellow, and that 
if it were not for Alexander, he could wish to be Diogenes. 
So you have only to provide yourself with a lantern and a 
tub, marry Anneke, and set up housekeeping. As for the 
honest man, I propose saving you soma trouble, by oSeriag 
myself in that character, even before you light your wick. 
Come, take a seat on this beach, and let us chat," 

There was something a little forced in all this, it is truei 
but it was manly. I took the seat, and Bulstrode went on. 

" It was the river that made your fortune, Corny, vA 
ttndid ma." 

39 
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I smiled, but taid nothing; though I knew better. 

" There is a fate in love, aa in war. Well, I am as well 
•ff as Abercrombie ; we both expected to be Tictorious, while 
Mch is conquered. I am more fortunate, indeed ; for he can 
never expect to get another army, while I may get another 
wife. I wish you would he frank with me, and confess to 
what you particularly ascribe your own success." 

" It is natural, Mr, Bulstrode, that a young woman should 
prefer to live in her own country, to living in a atrango 
land, and amoog strangers." 

"Ay, Corny, that is both patriotic and modest ; but it is 
not the real reason, Xo, sir ; it was Scrub, and the thea- 
tricals, by which I have been uodone. With most provin- 
dais, Mr, Liltlepage, it is a sufEcient apology for anything, 
that the metropolis approves. So it is with you colonists, ia 
general ; let England say yes, and you dare not say, no. 
There is one thing, that persons who live so far from home, 
seldom learn ,* and it is this : There are two sorts of great 
worlds ; the great vulgar world, which includes all but tha 
Tery best in taste, principles, and manners, whether it be In 
R capital or a country ; and the great retpeelable world, 
which, infinitely less numerous, contains the judicious, the 
instructed, the intelligent, and, on some questions, the good. 
Now, the first form fashion ; whereas the last produce some- 
thing far better and more enduring than fashion. Fashion 
often stands rebuked, in the presence of the last class, small 
as it ever is, numerically. Very high rank, very finished 
tastes, very strong judgments, and very correct principles, 
all unite, more or less, to make up Ibis class. One, or more 
of these qualiiies may be wauting, perhaps, but the union 
of the whole forms the perfection of the character. We 
have daily examples of this at home, as well as elsewhere ; 
though, in our artiRcial state of society it requires more de- 
cided qualities to resist the influence of fashion, when there 
h nA positive, social rank to sustain it, perhaps, than it 
W M in one more natural. That which first struck me, 
in Anneke, as is the case with most young men, was her 
delicacy of appearance, and her beauty. This I will not 
deny. In this respect, yoilr American women have quite 
taken me by surprise. In England, we ere so accustomed 
' '~'i ■ certain delicacy of person and air, with Ugh 
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nunk, that, I will eonfeas, I landsd in New Yoi^ with a* 
eipectation of meeting > single female, in the whole countrjt 
thBt was not compaiutiTel; coane, and what we are accua* 
tomed to consider common, in phyaicjue; yet, I must now 
Bay that, apart from mere conventional finish, I find quite aa 
large a proportion of aristocraticAl-lookiog females amcMog 
you, as if you bad a full share of dulchesaea. The last 
thing I should think cf calling an American woman, would 
be coarse. She may want manner, in one arase ; she may 
want finish, in a dozen things j she may, and oflen does, 
want utterance, aa utterance is understood among the ao- 
complisfaed; but she is seldom, indeed, coarse or vulgar, 
according to our European underalanduig of the terms." 

"And of what ia all this dpropoa, Bulatrode 1" 

"Oh I of your success, and my deleat, of coune. Corny,' 
answered the major, smiling. "What I mean, ia thia— 
that AuDeke ia one of your second class, or is better than 
what fashion can make her ; and Scrub has been the meana 
of my undoing. She does not care fbr fashion, in a play, 
or a novel, or a dress even, hut looks for the proprieties. 
Yes, Scrub has proved my undoing I" 

I did not exactly believe the last ; but, finding Bulstroda 
BO well disposed to give his rejection this turn, it was not 
my part to contradict him. We talked together half an 
hour longer, in the most amicable manner, when we parted ; 
BuUtrode promising not to betray the secret of my presence, 

1 lingered in sight of the house until evening, when I 
ventnred nearer, hoping to get a glimpse of Anneke as she 
passed some window, or appeared, by the soft light of ths 
moon, under the piazza that skirted the south front of the 
building. Lilacsbush deserved its name, being a perfect 
wilderness of Bbrubberyj and, favoured by the last, I had 
got quite near the house, when I heard light footsteps on tbo 
gravel of an adjacent walk. At the next instant, soil, low 
voices met my ean, and I was a sort of oompelled auditor 
«f what followed. 

** No, Anne, my fate is sealed for this world," said Hary 
Wallace, "and I shall live Guert's widow as faithfully and 
devotedly, as if the marriage-vow had been pronounced. 
This miicli ia due to hia mamoi^, on aeoount ta tha heart* 
km doulrtt I pwinittad to influeaca me, and which dm* 
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bfan into (hoaa tarribl* wesam that tetiOTed him. When 
womui mallj lovea, Anneke, it ii nm to struggle again 
anything but poutire uawortbiiWM, I fear. Poor Quart wt 
not unworthy in any aeiue; he was erring and impulsir' 
but not unworthy. No— no— not unworthy 1 I ought i 
bare given him m^ hand, and he would hare beeo spare 
to ua. Aa it ia, I can oaly tire his widow in secret, and i 
lore. You bavo done well, dearest Anoeke, in faciug a 
frank with Corny I^ttlepage, attd in arowing that prerei 
ence which yoa have felt almagt from the first day oi you 
acquaintance." 

AUbough this was nmsic to my ears, honoiir would nc 
sufier me to hear more, and I roorad switUy away, stirrinj 
the bushes in a way to apprise the speaker of the proximit; 
of a stranger. It was necessary to appear, and I esdea 
VDured so to do, without creuing any alarm. 

" It must be Mr. Bulsirode," said the gentle voico <tf An- 
neke, *■ who is probeUy looking for ua— see, then be conies 

The dear speaker became tongue-tied; for, by this time 
I was near enough to be recognised. At the next instant 
t held ber in my arms. Mary Wallace £sappe«red, hon 
or when, I cannot say. I place a veil orer the faaj^y houi 
that succeeded, leaving the old to draw on their experience 
tor its pictures, and the young to live in hope. At (be end 
ti that time, by Annekes persuasion, I onleivd the house, 
and had to braTo Herman Mordaimt's disposition to relly 
me. I was not only merafully, but ho^tably treated, how- 
•rer, Anneke's &tlwr merely laughing at my litUe adren- 
ture, saying, that he looked upon it uvourably, and as a 
Kga that I was a youth of spirit. 

Early in October we were married, the Rev. Mr. Worden 
performing the ceremony. Our home was to beLilacsbuib, 
which Henaan Hordaunt oooreyed to me the same dsTi 
leaving it, aa tt was furoished, entirely in my hands. Ha 
also gave me my wife's mother's fortune, a respectable in- 
tl^iendence, and the death of Capt Hugh Rc^r, soon after, 
added consiijetably to my means. We made tnit one lam< 
ily, between town, Lilacsbusb, and Satanstoe, Anneke and 
my mother, is partieiitar, oonceiTti^ a strong aftctioa Ac 
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As fbr BuIitTOdo, ha wait homa befora ths muriago, but 
Iraqis up a corraspoDdenco with us to this hour. He is still 
■ingle, and is a declaml old bachelor. Hii letters, however, 
are too light-hearted to leave ua any eoDOim on the subject ; 
though these are matter* that may fall to thn share of mj 
•OS Mordaunt, should bti ever h^Te tin graoa t 
Ihia family nanative. 
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